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99 Reh op. KB0. ws 
For our 100th mission celebration steaks were 
broiled over huge barbecue pits. In this general 
view hungry men wait for their steaks while the 
cooks broil them to a turn. 
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Aboard an LST enroute from North Africa to 


Italy, 99th men line up for chow served by their 
‘irst n in li is le Willis 


OOKBes First ma& i 
tvans of the 416th squadrons 
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In the 346th squadron mess tent hungry men tear 
inte turkey end all the trimmings for their 
Thanksgiving day dinners 
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79 Rest, tt: Vau. /9¥23 
Qm stage the master of ceremonies of a USO camp 
show works hard to put over a gage The show was 
held at our movie “theater” (note screen.) 
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79 ee ch. fe, Mbo. V3 
The new and the old 0.D. report to the group 
adjutent at the changing of the watch. Seated 
is the adjutent, Capte J. A. Sarosy. Standing 
left to right are W/O R. Ae Fogle and lst Lt. A 

Di Pasquale. 
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99 Aeuh gp. X60.¥3 
At the microphone on the occasion 
of our 100th mission celebration, Lt, 
Gens Carl Spaatz, chief of the new 
15th Air Force, congratulates us on 
our record and says we will play a 
leading role in future operations 
opr Germany. Seated behind Gen. 
lites 18 Maje Gens James Es Doo= 
““®s chief pf strategic operations 
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99 Rie OP KO. 19¥S 
Our commanding officer, Col. Upthegrove (left) 

congratulates Major Harry Re Burrell (right) who 

has just returned from leading the group on its 100th 

missions 
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99 Rese Hp: 


The master of ceremonies of a USN 
camp show strums his guitar and sings 
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Enroute from North Africa to Italy, our 
vehicles are packed like sardines on the 
broad deck of an LST. Drivers are lolling 
in the bright Mediterranean sunshine, 
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99 Roush Fp- Yo. 4s 
Near the officer's club, officers of the group 
eat heartily as part of the 100th mission cele- 
bratione In light clothes with his back to the 
camera is Col. Upthegrove, [(0., while the striding 


figure at the extreme left id Lte Cole Hampton, 
cur executive officers 
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At the staging area in Naples, the 99th 
men who came from North Africa by LST take 
advantage of a country where eve 
men seems to be a barber, 
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Bere ths revetments get a going over in the spproved 99th style. 
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; ab tional 


99th bombs away over Viterbo Airdrone, Italy, Sept 14, 1965. These 


are heading right for the revetamts. 
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chal Bisbal: G33 Lz nortan “Yiforhe 


ver “Vi terbo ‘avian, “Ttaly, ‘Sept. 18, 1945. Lose 
ere heading right for the revetmeats. 


99th bombs awry 
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The newsreel camera sights a fortress 
formation off in the distance. Thu bombers 
are returning from « missione 
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A B-l7 texiis to its revetment after a 


mission as the Red Cross trugk waits with 
refreshments for the oan en 
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The newsreels record the return of a 
* ‘bomber from x mission, and the greeting of 
the crew by the Red cross girl. 


: This is our four=domed "cathedral" in 
§ Worth Africa, 
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Line u,, mene When you return from a 
bombing mission, there's plenty of doughmts 
and coffee for all. — 
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Lt. George Trent, Special Service, 
dreams up something new for our 
eo tertainment 
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ere all the wheels turn that keep a bomb 
group running. 
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Col. Upthegrove (left) Congratulates Major ' 
Burrell, who has just landed after leading the 
group on its 100th missione 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


The flying photographers line up for a picture 
before going on a mission. It's their job to 
photograph the bombing, 50 that damage can be 
accurately assessede 
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Back home. The newsreel] camera "shoots" 
the Fortress as it pulls into its revetment 
after a bombing missions 
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Cantratls 


My War 
Record 


A history of World War Iwo as recorded at 
U.S. Army Air Force Station +139, Thorpe 
Abbotts, near Diss, County of Norfolk, Eng- 
land. 


With a Foreword by General of the Army 
HENRY H. ARNOLD. 


One Hundredth Bombardment Group (H) 
Four— Twelfth Air Service Group 
Four Fifty Sixth Sub-Depot 
Eighty-Third Service Group 


‘emma , i. 
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chnowkedgements 


Pints VOLUME is the final result of more than two years of 


effort, both on the base at Thorpe Abbotts and after the great majority of men h 


returned to the United Sr 


During the depressing days of the war green light for the project was 
given by Lt. Col. William Utley, Le. Col. John B. W allace and Major Horace Varian 
Capt. John Schwarz opened the facilities of the Photo Lab, and Lt. William Wallrich 


1ided in the work. Lt. James Shirley became the over-all trouble-shoorer for the 


project We greatly appreciate their valuable assistance and encouragement 


We wish to thank che men who composed the Contrails staff on the base 
Harold Jacobson, William Burke, Joe Chreticn, Marius Hvarre, John Camcola, 
Andrew Wisniewski, Wylic and Dale Rosser 


Special mention must be made of the excellent work, both on the base and at 


home, of Harold Carter, the artist whose caricature-cartoons enliven many pages of 
this volume. Sending his work cross-country from California, he never missed a 


leadline and always came through with fine and distinctive work 


We wish also to acknowledge the vital role played in this publication by the 


many men who upon request, forwarded to us many pages of historical interest 


We wish to thank Civilian Ed Stern and Colonels Darr Alkire, George Dauncey 


Gale Cleven and John Egan for their interest and cooperation. Valuable assistance 
was received from John Clinkman, Cy Jones and William Hazelton. Information 
was also received from Theodore Don, Gordon Sinclair, William Salowe and 
Jack Hamlin. 


We owe debts of gratitude to a group of men larger by far than the group 
f former Station #139 personnel and their 


wry, with photographs and identification of photo- 


mentioned above. Literally hundreds 


families aided with bits of his 


er aphs 


project was a truly cooperative effort and we trust that this volume 


fine a group of men as ever worked toward a common goal 


The Editors 
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FOREWORD 


i WA R < the written record of what a 
“CONTRAILS—M JAR RECORD” | he w 


f A 1s did to help w! World War Il. 
number of young AME ans a o help 


What does not appear S© obviously on the printed page is, perhaps, 
even more important: the quick strong indignation of these wine ata 
powerful menace that threatened their ideals and their American woy 
of living; their day-by-day strength that matched powerful nore 
unending hardship; their unflagging courage that mocked = ible 
ees ynauenchable faith that met aggressively the amenate in 
ecstiok These things were given freely, as only free men could abled 
These things definitely assure that free men shall continue to inherit 


the earth. 


Officers and men of the 100th Bombardment Group and of the 
Om } en 


H j al \ 1 
Service Organizations, | salute you: 


H. H. ARNOLD, 


General of the Army 
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HENRY 


GENERAL 


COMMANDING I 


H. ARNOLD 
OF THE ARMY 


S. ARMY AIR FORCES 
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All of whe were with the Eighth Air Force in the early 

remember well the June of 1943, when the 100th Bombard- 

ent Group came to reinforce the Army Air Forces in England, 

which at that time was very small indeed. We remember your 

first mission over Bremen on the 25th of June 1943, and further, 
the important fact chat in less than a year, your Group partic 


; AME 
ated in more than one hundred missions. 
P I salute the former members of the 100th Bombardment 


This tremendous, courageous and early effort was followed Group. Your organization played a prominent part in the devel- 
by another one hundred missions in the succeeding year, including opment of the Eighth Air Force. By possessing in full measure the 
your participation in the long shuttle mission to Russia, qualities of technical skill, devotion to duty, and courage under 
fire, the personnel of the 100th Bombardment Group, together 
with its supporting organizations, made a significant contribution 
to the winning of the war in Europe. 


Lhe brilliant effort of the 100th Group is fully attested by 
its total of 312 missions (including food missions), involving 
9,642 sorties, 19,830 tons dropped against the enemy and 261 


4 a Z 
sircraft destroved and anothet 240 probably destroyed or dam- Z CS A 
aged, according to my records. The 100th Bombardment Group A / 
wears six battle stars, indicating clearly its long and distinguished ai 
in European Theater of Operations. CARL SPAATZ 
This book, to commemorate and memorialize the heroic General, Army Air Foces 
deeds of your organization in the second W orld War, will always 


4) , 
YRS 2 


IRA C. EAKER 


carry the memory of those deeds, 


GENERAL CARL SPAATZ 


Lieutenant General, U. S$. Army Commander— U. S. Strategic Air Forces (Europe) 


One of the utest pleasures that comes with the privilege 1 am honored to have the privilege of delivering a message 
of command is the opportunity to serve with, and be assoc sired si . to former members of the 100th Bombardment Group and at- 
with, the kind of people that made up the 100th Bombardment Ee 3 “e tached service organizations whose outstanding war records have 
Group. The 100th's record of bombing accuracy, bomb tonnage Bees 3 i earncd them a permanent place in history, as I can well attest from 
dropped and low operational losses made it oie of the odtscnads = ; personal knowledge of their fighting spirit. 
ing groups of the Eighth Air Force. Its kc 
great tribute to the excellent work don 1ce and ; 4 
) the service groups cor ted w without / World War II demonstrated the importance of air power to 


whose ¢ the world. Now all countries, including any potential enemies, 


ts gre 
successes. rae 3 will devote their primary effort to the development of air power. 
Therefore, the future of our nation depends upon the immediate 
The devotion to duty and t : rformaace of their availability of the most powerful air weapons in the world. 
tasks demonstrated by i Group and the 
Vice ZroUps se 
g of the war, but to shortening its duration and ro the - The only way to obtain these weapons is through a sound 
saving of precious America ; j research and development program. But research and development 
can only be obtained through hard work over a long period of 
In these days of pea time—the end result being measured in terms of the amount of 
continue to be what you have alreac oven your ' C tr money and brains which the American people choose to place into 
the kind of citizens that make our nation great. ; sh aaltel F the project. 


ae ee (7 
Lyusla © LeMay 
CURTIS E. LEMAY 


WAjCh GEN. CURTIS LeBAY Major General, U. S. Army 


Commander—Third Air Divisio 
Eighth Air Force mande rd Air Division 
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Les to hint Pro 


by ELMA DEAN 


Let them in, Peter, they are very tired; 


Give them the couches where the angels sleep. 
Let them wake whole again to new dawns fired 
With sun not war. And may their peace be deep. 
Remember where the broken bodies lie ... . 


BRIG. GEN. HAROLD @. HUGLIN 


3th Wing 


message to all 


n to duty merged 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


_THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


— ee! 


CONTENTS 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS patie as ee. ook 

FOREWORD .. . By General of the Army HENRY H. ARNOLD. 

DEDICATION oa Ra ar : +, LS 
ONE HUNDREDTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY) 

GROUP COMMANDERS and STAFF 

The Beginning 

ARMAMENT 


Turrets 


Bombsight 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio Maintenance 
Supply and Maintenance 
Radio Operations . 
Flying Control . 
Radar 
Message Center . 
ENGINEERING 
INTELLIGENCE (S-2) 
Combat Library 
ORDNANCI ee, See a 
1776th Ordnance (S. & M.) Company 
Fortress over Europe . 
RELIGION 
18th WEATHER DETACHMENT 
TRAINING 
Gunnery . 
Link Trainer 


Bomb Trainer 
Lead Crew 
HEADQUARTERS 
TRANSPORTATION 
PHOTO LAB 
STATION HOSPITAL 
Dental Section . 
BASE CHEMICAL 
STATION MESSING . ae Sh 
GROUP OPERATIONS... BOMBARDIERS, NAVIGATORS . 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


ONE AUNOREDT 
BOMBARDMENT 
BROUP Glen!) 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


GROUP COMMANDING 
CY 


Col. Themos S. Jeffrey Jr 


a 


Col. Howard M, Turner 


GROUP STAFF OFFICERS 


Lt. Frederick S. Daiger II! 
Adjutant 


a 


tt. Col. Robert E. Flesher 


Lt. Col. Frederick E. Price 


Air Executive 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Major John C. Egan 


Air Executive 


Lt. Col. Robert W. Stivers 


Air Executive 


Capt. Dale Z. Hobbs 


Asst. Adjutont 


tr. Col. Williom H. Utley 


Ground Executive 


Lt. Col. George W. Duancey 


Major Horace L. Vorian 
Ground Executiv: 


Capt. Henry L. Hollingsworth Jr 


Adjutant 


Major Cloude L. Hostord 
Adjvtont 


20% 
A 


ant 


Lt. Amos L. Scruggs 


Ground Executive sit. Adjuton 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


N OCTOBER 27, 1942, the Japanese sliced 
through the thick jungles of Guadalcanal, open- 
ing a major attack. ...In New York, the Times 

headlined the news that the Red Army was still hold 
ing in Stalingrad. ... Presidential aspirant Wendell 
Willkic spoke to the nation, urging the opening of a 
second front.... A page three cut divulged that Nazi 
airmen were harassing English villagers. 
had two alerts... . 


... London 


One world was held close in the heat of combat, 
and free men struggled in obscure corners of the 
universe, beating off the encroat hing decay that was 
Fascism.... 


There were men who were bored that day. At 
Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho, the headquarters clerks 
read their local papers, yawned, and turned out Spe- 
cial Order Number 300. The One Hundredth Bom 
bardment Group (Heavy) came into being 

Years later, when the book of combat was closed, 
it seemed other-worldly to look back into past grop- 
ing, forming, training and generation. It was difhcult 
to think ot the Hundredth asa number in some higher 
headquarters notebook, then as a living unit of 230 
enlisted men and 24 ofheers. It was small and inconse- 
quential. So were all things in the beginning. 

The men had been transferred from a parent 
body, the 29th Group. This new cadre had been at 
Gowen for brief periods, after having been gathered 
from numerous army schools, training organizations, 
and in comparatively tew cases, trom tactical units. 
By far the majority were civilians in unif 
indoctrinated in the business of war. There were 
veterans of peacetime service to disseminate milit iry 
wisdom and procedure, though the Hundredth Group 
soon evolved a way of life which was frequently at 
Variance with old army tr adition. 

On November 1, 1942, the cadre entrained for 
Walla Walla, Washington. Capt. Karl Standish had 
been named Group Adjutant and w hipped together 
this skeleton organization in the absence of an as 
signed Group Commander. Inevitably, there was con 
siderable contusion as the budding group adjusted 


itself to its first static 


The Walla Walla Air Base was a first class can- 
tonment, as far as living conditions were concerned, 
though shop and hangar facilities were almost non- 
existent. The base boasted of a good Post | xchange, 
complete with restaurant and beer hall; an excellent 
theatre and a base recreation room. The PX restaurant 
was notable im that it remained open tar imto the 
night, and the beer was notable in that it contained 
hardly a trace of alcohol. 

For the first week of its integral existence, the 
rank and file of the group did little save mark time 
and make a start on the essential process of becoming 
1 team, rather than a rabble. Capt. Standish’s staff, 
which was to remain intact for some time, consisted 
of Capt. John C. Egan, Operations Officer; Lt. Ronald 
W’. Braley, his assistant; Lt. Robert D. McLain, Ma- 
teriel Officer; Lt. Malcolm W. Clouter, Communica- 
tions Officer; Capt. Lawrence S. Jennings, Flight 
Surgeon;and Capt. Miner F. Shaw, Intelligence Of- 


hcer, 


The news trom North Africa burst into the 
barracks. There had been a dawn landing at Algiers. 
Seven hundred ships had taken part, and the news 
was 2 rod Vichvites were fighting, but many I ree 
French flocked to the Allies. Admiral Darlan sur 
rendered the white-towered city of Algiers as battles 
went on. € asablanca held, but Americans were m ak - 
ing good headway. There was jubilation on the base 
ind consternation in the IKIS C upitals. The landing in 
the south had caught the Germans with their storm 


trooper trc rs at half-mast. 


r 
As the Americans broke across the Tunisian 
border in one part of the world, other Americans ar- 
rived at Walla Walla on the heels of the Hundredth 
Group cadre’s arrival. Drafts of men from other 
traning centers began to swell the ranks of the group 
two-fold within the first three days of existence. The 
four bombardment squadrons began to fill out. Com- 
manding the squadrons were Capts. William W. Veal, 
349th; Gale W. Cleven, 350th; John B. Kidd, 35 Ist; 
and Robert FE. Flesher, 418th. Each had an Engineer 
ing Officer, Adjutant and Supply Officer assigned 
from the or ginal cadre. 


It was not too difficult fo 
dredth to span the three miles an 
the once-over he found a re asonably 
prosperous and quite undistinguished sir all 
ma fertile, flat and monotonous region 
fields. The town contained the usual con 
resources for soldiers enjoyment 
Service Club and an ample number of sal 
veying only the feeble brew | 
ton law. The line of native wines, some of w! 
highly potent, was delightfully inexpensive 

The attractively decorated bar and lounge of the 
Marcus Whitman Hotel were favored spots, and there 
were other rendezvous of varyiny 
gregarious soldiers had no difhculty finding 
haunts in town to suit thei 


all, Walla Walla, the 


particular tastes 


was not a bad station 


were beautiful, 


The worst feature was weather, which 4 
dominantly atrocious. The therm meter 
dropped below the freezing point, | 
almost constant raw dampness that penetrated t 
marrow. There were days 


drizzles. Then, for variety 


eld on several d 


locity would sweep the fi 
shifting planes at 
partly-erected h 

Few members of th 
such weather, 


coughing in 


d colds w 


November f 
| 


a 


yund 


cities of the enemy almost thr 
The sound 


the base for 


tice flights began immediately. The crews 
this familiarization course, needed to get the 
f their big planes. The pilots and co-pilots had 
zed some time in B-17's, as had some of the terial 
ners and engineers. The ground crews, most of 


whom were graduates fresh from technical schools 


which had given them little practical training on B- 


s, approached the monsters in eager ignorance. The 
rplane mechanics, communications men, armorers, 
irdnance men, all found that their past, long, school 

training was but a beginning, a scratch at the surface 

1 work required. A Calibre .50 Browning ma- 

gun lying on a table in a classroom at Lowry 

i is one thing. This new device, shrouded in mys- 

rcraft adapters and difficult positions 

The men swarmed over the planes, locating po- 

straining, grunting, sweating, knocking their 

against every projection within feet, and re- 

g several square feet of skin from the many 
available knuckles. 

It was typical of the character of these men that 

na matter of weeks, the freshmen mechanics 

rmorers and communications men were ser\ ic ng 
battleships of the air with the nonchalance, if 

t quite the efficiency, of veterans on the line. 

Even in this early phase of the group’s flying ex- 
perience, the work of the maintenance crews was 
competent beyond expectations. The planes flew as 

1s the weather permitted—which was an ay- 
ft one day in three—without an accident. In 
the Hundredth Group’s aircraft never had an 
ccident due to mechanical failure during the entire 
period of training, and it suffered no fatal accident of 
ture while in the States. It was a record that 

to understate, unusual. 

Though the group had been a going—and flying 
oncern tor a week, it was not until November i4 
was officially activated, and at the same time 
ia commanding officer, one Col. Darr H 
The colonel had been a Flying Fortress man 
ce the planes had been adopted by the arm) 
1 torceful individual who quickly won the 
ind affection of all enlisted men and most of- 
the group. The day after his arrival at the 
illa base, he assembled the entire command 

the base theatre and let them have both barrels of 

rtul and strongly-worded talk by way of self 
troduction, 

He started off with: “The men of the ground 
crews are the backbone of this outfit. Without you 


flying prima donnas aren’t worth a damn . 


vent on to tell why. 
lo the airmen, Col. Alkire spoke with stark 
‘ization of the work that lay ahead. “Don’t get the 


\ 
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notion that your job is going to be glorious or glam- 
orous. You've got dirty work to do, and you might as 
well face the facts. You're going to be baby-killers 
and women-killers, because the enemy started this 
bombing of cities, and we are going to finish it. We're 
going to beat them at their own game, and we can't 
let pity for non-combatants hold us back in this busi- 


ness of destroying the enemy's war potential.” 


The enemy was at Regensburg, working on 


&» 


lengthy assembly lines. . At Schweinfurt, rolling 


out ball bearings. . At Merseburg, working on 
synthetic oil. . 


was smashed, and the enemy was trapped in the first 


In Russia, the siege of Stalingrad 


Nazi disaster of major proportions. ... 
7 f f 


In his opening address, “Pappy” Alkire, as he 
Was soon to be know n among the GI personnel, re- 
vealed himself to be a pronounced liberal in matters 
of personal recreation and a champion of the enlisted 
men—both of which characteristics he demonstrated 
consistently throughout his six months as Group 
Commander. The influence of Col. Alkire was largely 
responsible for the early development of a pride of 
organization, an esprit de corps, in the Hundredth 
Group. : 

As the first month of existence raced to a close, 
the group had shaped up remarkably. The four air 
crews were getting in considerable flying time despite 
the adverse weather, and the ground crews were be- 
ginning to handle their tasks with some assurance. 
The practice murssions flow n were brief and elemen- 
tary; no gunnery or bombing was attempted in this 
phase, though ammunition and practice bombs were 
loaded to give armament and ordnance men cxX- 
perience. 

On November 21, the planes were sent on a 
somewhat more advanced type ot flight, and they 
carried full loads of ammunition, plus a few live, five 
hundred-pound bombs. This mission, on which the 
planes of the Hundredth joined other groups, which 
in turn were joined by naval aircraft, was ostensibly a 
patrol over the Pacific, off the Canadian coast, in 
search of Japanese submarines. No enemy vessels were 
sighted, but the gunners of the group managed to 
test-fire their weapons. Thus far, the war was a snap. 

Thanksgiving of 1942 at Walla Walla was cele 
brated with a splendid feast, and the variety and 
quality ot the delicacies could bardly have been im- 
proved upon. Toward the end of the month, the 
rumour mill, working overtime as it did throughout 


the war, ground out information as to the location of 
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the group’s next base. Those with inside dope were 
unhappy at the prospect, for they knew it would be 
Wendover Field, a spot at the edge of the Great Salt 
Lake Desert on the Utah-Nevada line. Wendover 
was well known as a desolate, primitive camp, and in 
the opinion of many men, only the army, with its 
vast knowledge of the country, could have chosen so 
barren a place. 

The move from Walla Walla to Wendover began 
on November 27, and the ground echelon of the 
Hundredth, travelling by one of the slowest troop 
trains on record, detrained at the new base on the 
morning of November 30. It had been a journey of 
nearly three days to cover a distance of about four 
hundred miles, airline, though a great part of the trip 
had been spent waiting on sidings. 

Wendover Field was found to be as unattractive 
and uncomfortable as anticipated. Living quarters 
for the men consisted of long, low, tar-paper shacks, 
crowded with double-decker bunks and heated by 
pot-bellied stoves, which consumed vast quantities of 
soft coal with resulting clouds of sooty smoke and 
choking fumes. The quarters and shops were con- 
tinually tracked with clods of white, hygroscopic goo 
that dried like concrete and clung forever to anything 
it touched. 

The weather, fortunately, was not extremely 
cold at any time. Th was one fairly heavy fall of 
snow during the stay ot the Hundredth, and oc- 
casional drizzles of rain, but very few days were bad 
enough to interfere with the flying schedules. Flying, 
obviously, was what the group had come to Wendover 
to do, and fly it did about twenty hours out of 
each twenty-four. The original air echelon of four 
airplanes and crews had landed at Wendover ahead of 
the railw ay shipment, and new crews Were waiting 
there to join the group. These, with others which ar- 
rived during the first week on the new base, brought 
the Hundredth’s air strength up to thirty-six crews, 
and additional aircraft were delivered throughout the 
month, until the group was operating twenty planes. 
It was beginning to look like an outtit 

New men for the ground sections were 
awaiti the group when it arrived. These men came 
from various parent groups and pools; some were 
from the Hundredth’s own parent organization, the 
29th Group, at Gowen Field. An ordnance section was 
acquired for cach squadron. These ordnance ofhcers 
and men, though nominally a separate branch of the 
army, became members of the Air Forces for all in 
tents and purposes Throughout the training and the 
war months, they lived and functioned as mucha part 


of the group as any of the other sections. 
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1300-pound power f 


after the door on one 


Part of the engine hung 


1 the entire thing seemed insecu 


th 


isand-mile fli; 


we 
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rt and the 


comed 


The men w 
to leave the desert. 
The eyes of the troop trainers failed 
the increasing frost on the windows, and upon arriv al 
at Sioux City, the initial nine degrees below zero blast 


had a definite sobering effect. It proved to be one of 
the warmer days. There was glazed ice on the ground, 
interspersed with patches of snow. On the concrete 
apron and runways of the airdrome, the ice was a 
solid two inches thick making a fine, vast skating 
rink, but a treacherous place for taxung, landing and 
taking off. 

Living conditions, as well as working facilities 
were superior at Sioux City. Barracks were comfort 
able and not overcrowded. The post afforded all the 
desired conveniences and minor luxuries. The Post 
Exchange was first-class, the theatre was good, the 
Service Club large, and the beer served at the post 
canteen was incredibly palatable 

Sioux City itself was a soldier's Promised Land. A 
city of some 100,000 population, the hotels, bars and 
places of amusement were well up to accommodating 
the needs of the Hundredth. The people were hos- 


escaped a 


pitable, and the city had somehow war 
boom with its subsequent congestion and shortages. 
It was a liberal town, with an almost frontier atmos 
phere of tolerance and conviviality. The Century 
Bombers gave it their stamp of approval. 

There were plenty of bright lights, and the men 
were attracted . . . The Glass Hat Bar of the West 


Hotel... The Rathskeller . . 


by Egyptian decor and excellent food. . 


. The Oasis, distinguished 


On the rougher side of the ledger, the Beer Cellar 
and the Alamo were tailored to the tastes of a goodly 
number of the men, as was the “811,” better krown 
as the “Bucket of Blood.” 


Savoy was popular, but Charlie's Steak House was the 


. . For late suppers, the 


supreme spot for sheer pleasure of the palate 
Nobody seemed to jack for dinner companto 

Sioux City also provided a luxurious USO Club, 
which was well frequented, and even the uipplers 
dropped in at times for nostalgic mood music from 
the club’s fine record collection. 


b 


In brief, the Sioux City Air Base and the town 


itself were very fine locations for training and recrea 
toss a cold 


tion, and it remained for one factor to 


monkey wrench into the aerial works . . . the weather. 
It seemed that the nearby Missouri River formed 
a regular pipeline for Arctic cold, straight from the 


Northern Rockies 


thermometer never rose to zero. 


There were days on end when the 

There was no nigh 
in which it did not fall below the freezing mark. One 
morning at daybreak, the official thermometer at the 


base weather station registered 30 degrees below zero. 
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bombing and air-to-ground gunnery or 


t 
in the wilds of the Dakotas. Two missions 


light trips, the third was flown in darkness 


weather permitted Several days passed during which 
all the | 
l 


bring 


available engine-heating equipment 
the temperature of the power plant 


starting point. 


Other missions were scrubbed because 
t 


of snowstorms All told, the planes flew rut half of 


the scheduled missions, and t crews added little 


to what they had absorbed in the month of intensive 
training operations at Wendover 
did not have the 


ad at Wendover, the 


made their tasks arduous. On the open line, 


Although the ground crews 
ume of work that they | weat 
endured almost polar cold and winds, and there were 
a good many frozen ears, noses and fingers 

It was a tribute to the sound health of the group, 
as well as to successful army attempts to protect the 
men, that aside from frostbite, there was an extremely 
low rate of illness due to exposure. There was a mild 
epidemic ot mumps, and 2 serious set of lectures on 
the V.D. scourge. 

By the 


cal sections of the group had started their painting und 


middle of January 1943, the techni- 
packing of crates for the long-awaited overseas ship- 
ment. The training was complete. Preparations went 
busily ahead in anticipation of foreign service. Wives 
and parents and sweethearts paid farewell visits to 
their soldiers, and there was an air of subdued excite- 
ment among the prospective voyagers. The war seemed 
much closer, but it turned out to be mere illusion. 

Four days after the group arrived at Sioux City, 
the commanding ofhcer, Dauncey, Standish and Fgan 
knew that the outfit was not slated to head overseas 
after finishing up at Sioux. General Olds, the patron 
saint of heavy bombardment, gave the this 
time that the Hundredth was sck broken 
up. The news was quite a blow, but ire’s quick 
and effective verbiage, plus his high standing in Old’s 
estimation, saved the day and the group 

Upon hearing that Kearney, Nebraska, was to be 
the outfit’s next home, Col 
visit in order to break in good 
idea of playing host to the army. 
Chamber of 
Commerce big-wigs, the merchants, churchgoers and 
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grad gave up the stru 
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western United States. They 
1; Walla Walla, Washington; | 
ello, Idaho; Casper, Wyoming; Pierre 
| City, South Dakota; and Ainsworth, Net 
n for three months in a state of 
tion. Theoretically, they were 
green crews; actually, they were, for the 
iefly concerned with the passage of tims 
ust enough to keep from going stale. 
Kearney Air Base, some three miles outsic 
the ground echelon of the Hundredtt 
plenty to occupy them. Their one-story p 
were as the builders had left them 
) the debris of construction, and the job of 
and grounds required several 
le-decker bunks were installed, and ¢ 
per hut were doled out. The barracks were 
tive as those at Wendover, and were even- 
accepted as reasonably comfortable quarters. 
Once the camp was cleaned and the men se 


quarters and shops, the Hundredth was called uj 


gin its processing duties, which consisted of in- 
ry, inspection of planes and equipment, both 
and operational, of air echelons bound for 
1g fronts. Planes were scrupulously checked and 
were given classroom instruction. Armament 
1g was especially needed, as many of the os- 
ly qualified gunners proved to be partially un- 
ir with the mechanism and maintenance of 
pons. 
Although the Hundredth had no crews in train- 
the Group’s pilot officers, which included Col. 
ind the squadron commanders, got in some 
g time in the few planes available, while the out- 
g processed flew a number of practice missions 
ng their stay of two or three weeks on the 
transient group completed one long 
Kearney to the Gulf of Mexico before si 
rseas. Groups processed by the Hundrec 
the 2nd, 95th and 351st, all B-17 outhts 
at Kearney fluctuated between 
spring and rainy winter. At times, it 5 emed 
wind was shifting the field from K 
tas and back again. For more than twenty- 


1 sweey 
ours, a seventy-mile-an-hour gale would sweep 


tur 


the south, reach the end of its run, tu 
d and do the whole thing over again. There wer 
vals of blizzard and snow. As spring adva need, 


rms permeated barrack and shop with the fine 


wdered earth of the great plains. 


Despite the violent changes of weather, there 


Te many warm, sunny, indolent days, and since 


rk did not demand haste or strenuow 


ndredth enjoyed considerable leisure time 


ee TLE, 


theatre was soon completed, and an excellent gym- 
nasium-library opened, where the athletes of the 
group built an enthusiastic basketball program. Play 
was practically constant, and the Hundredth pro- 
duced a crack team which beat several good college 
fives during the season. 


The town of Kearney was of course the first and 
most important objective of the pleasure-bent Cen- 
tury Bombers. Civilian buses made a route through 
the base at fairly frequent intervals, and they were 
invariably jammed to the doors. The bus fare seemed 
somewhat exorbitant for the length of the ride, and 
it was generally believed by his customers that the 
diminutive and voluble character who operated the 
line was coining more money than the mint. 

When the Hundredth arrived to occupy the new 
air base, the people of the town were totally un- 
familiar with soldiers en masse, and at first were not 
quite decided how to take the invasion. Kearney was a 
typical, respectable and prosperous trading center for 
a big agricultural region. There was no color and less 
excitement in either its setting Or spirit. However, 
after the initial reserve wore off, the citizens proved 
hospitable to the group . . . a not unnatural develop- 
ment, in view of the fact that men of the outfit spent 
many thousands of dollars per month in the saloons, 
restaurants, hotels and shops of Kearney. 

Many were the eating and drinking places, but 
few were the bistros of class or attractive atmosphere. 
The ubiquitous Oasis, the W indmill and the incredi- 
bly-named Arabian Nights were among the most 
patronized bars. One first-class hotel, the Fort 
Kearney, and a rambling, shabby hostelry, the Mid- 
way, did capacity business day in and day out, while 
a few broken-down rooming houses catered to the 
overflow. 

One of the most memorable of Kearney’s institu- 
tions, not excepting the State College . . . were the 
fantastic Nifty Rooms, which catered to the hope- 
lessly unenterprising. 

Another social rendezvous was the Armory, 
where a weekly dance was held, and the boy-meets- 
girl business boomed, once the local belles realized 
that most of rhe strange boys in brown suits were 
just farmers and white-collar men and grocery clerks 
and mechanics away from home and very lonely. At 
the Service Club, established and maintained by vari- 
ous civic agencies, the Century social lions met and 
danced with hand-picked misses from town and 
college. 

After some weeks of sampling the diversions of 
Kearney, a good many of the Hundredth personnel 
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discovered what they came to regard as much greener 
pastures. These were in Grand Island, an hour away 
by bus. Here, a great munitions plant employed 
droves of women and girls, and the town itself was 
larger than Kearney, though still hardly Parisian in its 


facilities for revelry. 


There was good and bad news in February. The 
Japanese were finally driven from Guadalcanal 
In North Africa, Rom mel grabbed his final, brief mo- 
ment of glory when he drove the Americans from 
Kasserine Pass... which was later recaptured... . 


Momentous news for the Hundredth broke in 
mid-February. Furloughs averaging nine days in 
length (dependent on travel time to the particular 
home town) were authorized. The first vacationers 
left February 15, and others followed on their heels, 
until virtually all members of the group had enjoyed 
what was to prove a farewell visit home. 

Toward the end of March, when belief had solid- 
ified in the ranks of the group that it would never go 
overseas as a unit, word began to circulate that Col. 
Alkire’s assurance at Sioux City was to be fulfilled. 
On March 30, the first of a series of showdown inspec- 
tions was held, and the men carefully laid out their 
worldly GI possessions to be checked. 

Two weeks later, the combat crews began to 
trickle back to the group from their places of hiberna- 
tion. They were issued new planes and equipment. On 
April 20, all of the original crews, thirty-seven in 
number, took off on a mission to Hamilton Field, 
California, led by Col. Alkire. This trip was designed 
as a checkout on high altitude, formation flying, but 
it was hardly a fair test, in view of the fact that pilots 
and crews had little experience in this type of mis- 
sion, and were stale from three months of comparative 
inaction. 


The California mission was a great disappoint- 
ment, and proved unfortunate for the entire group, 
for it was to cost them their highly esteemed com- 
mander, not by a fiying accident, but by influencing 
his removal from command. All but three of the 
planes completed the mission, which included a flight 
out over the Pacific, and climbs up to 30,000 feet, 
much higher than a large majority of the crews had 
ever flown, 

From April 21 to 26, while the mission was 
away, the soldiering on the base was intensive. There 
were daily drills and inspections, two showdowns, a 


comm 


at an ; 


Alkire 
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Some launched th 
from Gander Lake, Newt 
Goose Bay, Labrador. Som: 
Prestwick, Scotland,and some 

nd or Iceland along the way. All: 
safely, arriving at the group's | 
s after the ground echclon had 


flying contingent left Kearr 

ims, Wisconsin, for a week of 
warfare a la infantry. The men 
ched between the oaks and pines. TI 
ed on the range with M-1 cart 


vandled explosives and climbed 


with quickening tempo, th 
ito ¢ amp Kilmer, New Jersey, the 
irkation. For more than two week 
hing inspections, issues, barracks bag 
icking, roll calls and passes to New Br 
1, Perth Amboy, New Jersey, a1 
ty, New York. Men returned to cam; 
) renew their passes and duck out 


hole in the fence, where the bus link 
regular stop. It was a last fling w 
Ar d the men sopped up enough 


bourbon to last for some time. 


he air echelon had left the group back 


Major Karl Standish was in command 
Group Ground Executive, wt 
group in Nebraska, had flown with th 
jover, and on May 4, headed an ad 
gland, accompanied by Majors Egan 
Shaw of S-2 and Lt. lannaccone 
ns chief. 
© morning of May the earth 
the outtir boarded trains at Kilmer, 
cramped trip to Jersey City, ferried 
River, and, after hours of waiting u 
ed aboard the former Cunard White 
en Elizabeth,” now His Majesty's SI 
the afternoon of the 26th, 
following morning, troops and sup 
vast hull. Close to 1:00 P.M 
vudged her bulk out into the strean 
pointed her prow for open sea. Few me 
p saw much of the sailing, since they we 


1 below decks. 


Century Bombers made up but a fract 


great vessel's human freight. Designed 


wre than 5,000 persons, perhaps 18,000 wer 


lay in store for them, they were not ¢ 


r destination, except that it was acr 
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ito the accommodations. The men did not 


the Atlantic. 
After seven months and 
counter-rumors, they wer 


their way t 


Going down to the sea had none of the glamour 
of a Masefield poem. The sea was placid, new rumors 
quickly made the rounds, and the converted luxury 
liner knifed its convoy-less way to a pin-point across 
the Atlantic. The deck guns boomed out in practice 
flurries, the men munched crackers between the far 
spaced meals, and small white-caps danced from 


‘ } 
giants path.... 


The ship nosed into t rth of Clyde and 
nestled against the Scottish seaport of Grenoch. The 
sun was climbing over the railroad station as the Hun- 
dredth Bombardment Group arrived in the British 
Isles. Mist-saturated rays licked at the surface of the 
river and stirred clouds of lazy steam which ascended 


descended. The world seemed pl acid and un 


and d 
hurried .. . like the seagulls gliding and wheelins 
ir element. The men bustled and grumbled 

harbor slowly awoke to the momentum of 

dawning. Hills rolled softly into the back 

Scotch band on the dock broke into the morning with 
ndition of “Take Me Back to N York,” an 

offering notable more for its vigor than precision. 

The men shouldered their bulging barracks bags 
and set foot to land. Before the train drew out of the 
station, they received their first spot of English tea, 
the war-time (utility ) concoction minus even a hint 
of sugar. They tasted, grimaced, drank, and were 
aware that they had been deposited int rigid war 
economy 

The train was small in the tradivional 


ts. 


style rd was dissected into the usual ur mpartmen 
It lurched and began the government-sponsored tour 


through the poppy-filled fields, divided by stone wall 


and hedge-row. Quiet villages slept by the roadsides, 


besieged by fields ablaze with the fi flowers of 
spring. The billboards along the way wer less numet 
ous than in America, but the brands advertised fell 
strangely upon American eyes. . - Bile Beans 
Bovril .. . Are you Chestv? ... The box cars (godd 
wagons) in the yards were tiny, and the train itself 
broke no speed records . . .“C all them box cars? Why, 
back home we'd give’em to the kids to play with - 
The villages grew hazy and disappeared into the 
night. The train finally pulled i..to Poddington, The 
men grabbed their bags and shuffled from the station 


into the pitch-black. It was their initial impression of 


ucks Were 


vuld 


ider 
hts of the convoy picked out the roads to the 
base he men reflected and discussed their first im- 
pressions 
Arriving at a new base in darkness is a depressing 
experience. Shouts in the night, the guarded beams of 


flashlights unknown paths on an unknown teld 
s and counter-orders 
Dauncey was on hand to wele e the mer 
whicl left Wendover on 
arrived at Eighth Air Force Headquarters 
on May 13, to find a confused set-up, in 
one seemed to know where the Hundredth 
was to settle. The advance party left London the next 
morning, after experiencing their first bona-hde air 
raid, comp! te with sirens and shelters. 

They slept through the din and arrived at First 
Wing Headquarters on May 14, where they received 

nstructions. The following day the party, 
consisting of Dauncey, Egan, Shaw and Iannaccone, 
arrived at Peddington, the first station of the Hun- 
dredth Bomb Group in England. 

The camp was 80 to 90‘; completed. The living 
sites were ready for occupancy, but the technical sites 
still lacked completion. Runways, taxi strips and 
hardstandings were in poor condition, and it was esti- 
mated that operations from the field by Forty would 
not last thirty days. Housekeeping equipment was not 
on hand, and British forms, trucks and telephones 
were rushed to insure immediate delivery. The let- 
surely tempo of British method was overcome with 


the aid of R.A.F. Fliz 


superseded by rush and scurry methods. These were 


Kempner, and were 


loc ked upon Ww th 2 mixture of condescension and 
iwe by our more patient allies 

A three-foot stack of ETO, Eighth Air Force, 
Third Bomber Command and First Wing directives 
to assist in the functional activities of the Hundredth 
was received. A General Advance Party Plan 
duties and functions of the station was published for 
the immediate guidance of the men, and gave all data 
necessary to orientate the units in the activities and 


peculiarities of the Eighth Air Force 


In swift chronologic il order, a rec ypitulation of 
the numerous firsts of the org-nization shows at 


Major Egan became the first member of the group to 


participate in a cot bat nv 
was May 21, and at 180‘ 
him missing. This report, f 
rected, as Egan had come 


stat 


landed safely a f 
had left... The Finance Section 
} 


and the next day, a visiting Cha 


religious services on the sta 


‘ 
began operations on May 

ee 
bitters was opened shortly 


slopping down this dark, h 


proved to be the same as beer, despit 


feeling that the stuff tasted 
Years later, Col. Dauncey $ 

evening in June, 1943, | 

first hot meal 

cock-eyed lecture” « 


mandoes, keep your trap 


centricities of a well-dispersed air t 


ot louse hi ing. AAT r these words 
perience, the men were 
following day. 

Sleep was difficuls th 


night most of the men had ever 


than that of the United States. ” 


removed from home 
trio of straw-filled biscuits 
mattress provided sor 


was some twistin 
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muses built along the roads for dete 
le Nazi invasion. 
om Poddington, the men left for t! 
tion. The train wheezed into the stat 
ittal examination appeared to be a 5 
That was the only sign visible from t tation 
her than Gentlemen, which in Britair 
America, has but one meaning. The issue 
fed and the men informed that Moy 
‘f a coal company and that they had 
The wits of the outfit lost no time in taki: 


"Dis is Diss!” a classic cliche to wh 


» clung tenaciously throughout its overseas s 


iss Was a pin-point on the East Anglian 1 


»f Norfolk. From the station, tt 
the town itself could be seen off tr 
v. Men and baggage were loaded into the t 


ch soon covered the five miles of winding ro: 


hrougl the fi S$ past Diss, into the sharp curve to 

Scole, and even smaller and sleepier town, and u 

hill running by the Good Pull Inn. Some of 

exclaimed at the sight of an ancient windmill near the 
sad. Ie was old country, and even the hedges dividing 


gold and green fields had been standing watch for 


The trucks arrived at the new home. Th 
Abbotts was a tiny hamlet tucked away behine 
use, unobtrusive except for the fact that it lent 

ient name to modern arms. Sheep and goats lo 
th wary eyes at the convoys of material, the 

engine bombers touching down at the new base 

the first time. The people in the cramped farn 
tted along the perimeter, long close 

ind to poverty, heard and watched the n 

ents taking shape before them. Cl 
with unconcealed joy and excitement the 
ements, the gigantic and hithert 

1 shapes that loomed even larger in the fi 

magination. The Yanks had invaded 


ts with their noise, their planes, their jeeps 


ieWing gum. 


pe was not as far completed as Podd 

ind tne living sites Were not as ade 
Dauneey and Capt. McLain had been or 
ee party to Thorpe Abbotts, and did all the ar- 
ng the night before the main trains pulle« 
rtain elements had to be split up and othe 
rowded in order to keep units together. | 

was on hand, but time had closed 

ind most of the buildings had not 
1 or heated. The messing facilities were ba 


ines interminably long, and the crow d 
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evitable. The Red Cross had not opened as yet, and 
none of the recreation sites were completed. Even the 
mud was thicker. Technical facilities were inadequate, 
and organizational changes entailing the switch from 
one wing-tommand to another added te the con- 
fusion. 

There was sweat and cursing. Even with time off, 
men found that the thoroughness of the army caste 
system decreed that neighboring towns were off limits 
due to the fact that GI's of darker color frequented 
them. 

The 83rd Service Group under Lt. Col. Harold 
E. Dungan moved in. As spring pushed its way into 
the second week of June 1943, East Anglia was in 
bloom, and the men of the Hundredth labored to 
whip the implements and machinery of the base into 
combat form. Col. Howard M. Turner, having com- 
pleted his job of transporting the group, had been re- 
placed by Col. Harold Q. Huglin, who managed to 
get in a stay of less than three weeks before leaving 
for Wing on July 1. 

As soon as the bombers had touched down, the 
combat men were launched into their final training. 
They flew practice missions, achieving that fine edge 
so necessary to survival in the air. The engineering 
men coddled their engines and the bombsight boys in- 
stalled and removed their sights. The ordnance men 
bent over their bomb loads and the armorers cranked 
them up and cranked them down again, It was like 
some Hollywood set taking shape for a spectacle, the 
only difference being that this set was real and that 
nobody knew how the final shooting script would 
read. 

The Luftwaffe was still potent during the nights, 
and the Tannoy (public address system) was kept 
busy. The first Red Alert passed without aircraft 
being spotted. Other alerts proved to be of a more 
exciting nature, and the men on the line could look up 
and trace the paths of anti-aircraft fire lacing the sky 
in heated search for intruders. A find was denoted by 
a sudden bright flame that illuminated the hiding 
place as the bandit sank to earth. 

June passed the mid-way mark and the Hun- 
dredth passed its non-operational phase. On the 22nd, 
aircraft of the group took off on a diversion raid 
across the North Sea. Although no sortie credit was 
given for the mission, the raid was nevertheless the 


group's baptism into the operational column, 


On June 25, 1943, the bomb-loading order carne 
through. at 0035 hours. Nineteen aircraft were loaded 
with five hundred pounders. It was a misty night, and 
the hardstands were enveloped in filmy haze. The 


crews were shaken out of bed at 0300 hours... the 
crews of Lts. Jack Swartout, Richard King, Donald 
Oakes, Glenn Dye, Sam Turner, Tom Murphy, 
Alonzo Adams, Paul Schmalenbach, Sam Barr, Magee 
Fuller, Glen Van Noy, Roy Ciaytor, Ronald Hollen- 
beck, Charles Duncan, Ronald Braley, William 
DeSanders, Ernest Kiessling, Capt. Mark Carnell and 
Oran Petrich. 

At 0600 hours, the planes took off into the heavy 
layers of cloud. The route out was lined with nine- 
tenths alto cumulus and alto stratus, which means 
heavy sky-stuff no matter how you look at it. Hollen- 
beck returned unable to find the formation, and Barr 
turned back after he lost a propeller from his Number 
Four engine... 

Major Gale Cleven flew with Carnell as the high 
squadron lead. Capt. Ollen Turner flew with Dye, 
and Major Robert Flesher flew the lead ship with 
Swartout. As the machines droned and ascended, 
numerous intermittent condensation trails were re- 
ported at 25,000 feet. These trails, like pencil marks 
in white across the sky, marked the presence of air- 
craft. Gunners were alert and turrets revolved. They 
knew their lessons, and were fated to put them to the 
test before this mission was over. 

They had been told that the Hun was an oppor- 
tunist and quick to change his approach if he can get 
a better shot. They had been told that although 
attacks could be expected from any and all positions, 
there were basic maneuvers and that variations were 
the exception, Small consolation to a green gunner 
confronted by a sudden variation dreamt up by one 
of Goering’s high-flying “Abbeville Kids.” 

Ten minutes out of England, an unknown For- 
tress slipped through a cloud layer and tagged on to 
the formation. The ship had no top turret, and con- 
tained the large white figures, VGY, on the side. The 
turrets were stowed, and the side windows were 
closed. The number 23726 was painted on its tail. The 
mystery aircraft floated along with the Hundredth 
well into France, then slipped off and was observed to 
join two other formations. It subsequently rejoined 
the group over Germany, and kept formation. As the 
Germans had been known to use captive ships as 
monitors, speculation concerning the unknow n ship 
was rife. 

The formation, ragged due to the closed-in ele- 
ments, approached the target area. The Hundredth 
Bombardment Group had begun the fulfillment of 
its aerial destiny over the Reich. 

Flak began to flower outside the windows, and 
men felt the initial fear of combat. The mystery 
plane, obviously having completed its mission, nosed 
up and disappeared into a cloud bank as the formation 


F 
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its. For the first time, there » 


men had slept that mort 


the power of the Luftwaffe, whic 


There was 


; iredth were to help break, had br 
at six o'clock 


he barracks and huts of Thorpe Ab 


Messerschmit 
burst and rolling off to tl 
of the Fort was brought to bear on! On July 1, Col. Neil (Chick) Harding, t 
The ME-109's car sing 2 h turned air commander, took over 
trating on the low r ! Walt Hundredth and set its eyes skyward. T 
joined, and a tew | 5-5 were. SY : ed sortie credit for ten scattered mission 
were the cream of tl twaffe, veter ( . ith, despite the plague of scrub jobs 
entry and the Africar 2 ed) ar abortions (missions reca 
Sometimes if takes D ese cancellations set the nervy 
rm a green gunner int : : ige and caused the ground ment 
| and choice expletives. The Ger 
roughout the month, and at 
possessed twenty fighters less. It y 
beginning for a fledging bomb group 
squadron, were crif = 
A Focke-W ulfe t 
seemingly out of contr Gunners like We j n stood at attention in front of the 
Gallo, Lepper and Berg ersor { Bullard { ts of Headquarters on July 20, 1943. The cer 
Bosser pounded away, the acric ll of gunpov aas brief. The men in blue, representing the Roy 


filling their comp n Force, ofhcially turned over the base to the | 


Air Forces. Squadron Leaders 


nfield, representing the R.A.F., perf: ‘ 

|. Harding acted on behalf of the U.S.A 

al Air Force Station Thorpe Abbotts 
S.A.A.F. Station 139. It was now official and 


f record. The Yanks had taken over 
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Armament 


Orders for parts were cleared through the 
Sub-Depot until it proved feasible to set up Group 
Armament Supply. The aircraft on the base were 
not completely fitted for combat, and the group 
was pressed for time, parts and equipment to han- 
dle the anticipated battle damage. 

Group Armament, under Capt. R. A. Mitch- 
ell, grew into a series of connected Nissen huts, 
housing not only tools of the trade, but also facilt- 
ues for 3rd Echelon work. Turrets were repaired, 
bomb-bay equipment checked. Gadgets paid off. 

S$ Sgt. R. Carr and Cpl. L. Rowton dreamt up 
an intricate board containing amplidine units and 
centinuity testers that was a great aid in testing 
the efficiency of intervalometers, while Lt. R 
Scherrer’s contribution was a mock-up of an entire 
bombing system for dry training. 

Armorers from all squadrons beat a path to 
the group armament door in their ceaseless quest 
for gun-cleaning patches, flexible ammo chutes, 
ind bolt studs, their stock having been depleted 
by the exponents of “midnight requisitioning.” 

The quartette of M. Sgts. Swank, Hays, Booth 
and Taylor, the squadron armament chiefs, their 
officers and Capt. Mitchell met frequently to thrash 
out points of policy and equipment. 


The squadron armorers were never free from 
mental aggravation, wrought by the constant fear 
of a mission scrub or a load change. They would 
always remember the night when the boys loaded 
100-pounders and had just completed the job when 
they were informed that the load had suddenly 
been changed. Off came the bombs. Back went the 
ordnance men to unload the trailers and load up 


§00-pounders. Back went the trailers for another 


wf 


— AM 


Sgt L Hays M/Sgt. E. Swank 
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loading. Rabelais himself would have chuckled at 
the color and choice of language that night. 

External racks were another sore point with 
the boys who worked nights. These Rube Gold- 
bergian contraptions fitted one under each wing. 
Each subsequently held a 1000-pound bomb, but 
first had to be coaxed into both manual and electri- 
cal performance by men working by flashlight 
with cold fingers and a wind whipping under the 
wing. 

There was occasional tragedy interspersed 
with the steady and wearing grind. It was late 
afternoon and a mission had just returned. The 
planes came to rest in their dispersal points and the 
weary gunners emerged. The ball turret gunner 
on one plane was young and inexperienced. He 
began to remove his guns, failing to remove the 
solenoid. The guns ran away in a burst of sharp 
explosions that reverberated up and down the line. 
The turret was jerked around by the pounding and 
the airman attempted to run to safety. There was 
no safety, and he was cut down by the efficient, 
mechanical killer. 

Although there were rare instances of acci- 
dent, the safety standards adhered to made injuries 
in armament a negligible factor, and numerous 
safety records were sct. 

Modifications came through, orders were is- 
sued and complied with. The war knifed its way on, 
and the men of armament would sit around the 
Nissen stoves and dream of the days when they 
could geturn home ind years later, tell their 
grandchildren about the days they spent grooming 
the bombsight for precision bombing, checking the 
turrets for efficient operation and cranking vessels 


of destruction into the arched bomb bays. 


M/Sgt Q. Booth M/Sgt. 1. Taylor 
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BOMBSIGHT — 
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Rear; McEwen, LaPlace, Miller, Marsh 
Schollard, Spence, Eltzroth 
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Armoment 


To the uninitiated, a bombsight was a gadget that could do every- 
thing but cook a steak. It was a fantastic, mysterious thing. To some 
people, it was just a job, and a very unexciting one at that, Among 
these latter specimens could be counted the men who set up their 
crypt-like bombsight vault within hailing distance of M. P. Head- 
quarters at Station 139. 


The boys had moved a long way since T/Sgts. L. Cresap, L. 
Bowa and E. Most formed the nucleus of the department moving out 
of Gowan Field, U.S.A. They packed and repacked their bags, in- 
stalled and removed bombsights, and eventually arrived at Thorpe 
Abbotts. They were a closely-knit crew and knew every whim and 
secret of the precision instruments in their charge. In fact, S Sgt. W. 
Thompson even managed to catch an error in an official directive 
which might have cost heavily had it not been changed quickly. 


They knew their servo motors and their gyros. They knew their 
theory. They knew that as a bomb is released and falls to earth, three 
forces are at work upon it. The bombardier has only seconds before 
the release line to calculate these forces, and his gadget must pay off. 


One force affecting the bomb is the forward motion of the plane. 
Upon release, the bomb maintains the horizontal speed of the plane, 
until the second force, gravity, takes over. The third, air resistance, 
acts to resist the other two forces, and serves to retard the acceleration 
of the bomb. 


The problem posed by dropping a bomb is simply: How far down 
and how far forward will the bomb be in a certain number of seconds. 
The bombsight provides the answer. 


There are of course other factors involved. There are the winds 
to reckon with, there is a factor called “trail,” which takes into con- 
sideration the point that air resistance slows horizontal velocity more 
than it slows the effect of gravity. There is the vital factor of accurate 
flying. 


To insure perfection, flight on the bomb run must be as precise 
as possible. Even top-grade pilots have difficulty holding a course 
within 3° while at the same time maintaining constant air speed and 
altitude. To insure accurate dropping, an automatic pilot, directly 
connected to the bombsight, was developed for precise bomb runs. 


The bombsight gave to the air forces the accuracy of artillery. 
It became possible not only co pick out areas marked for destruction, 
but actually to pick out pin-points in these areas. It has been estimated 
that the bombsight reduced bombing errors by at least 50°; . What 
this saving meant in lives, time and material is incalculable. 


Capt. Marsh and his men of bombsight, like the men of other 
departments, other bases and other portions of the Allied world, uni- 
fied by a common cause, drove toward a common goal. With this goal 
achieved, it was without regret that the lethal gadgets were dusted 
and put back on the shelf, where the world hopes that they will gather 
dust into eternity. 
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rt; Adoms, No:berg, Oftedoh! L. to R. Front: He . Gelhaus, Bergstrom, E Swonk, Kraft, Classe, Farley, Walton, Nelson, Zulkiewicz. Center: Brown, Fiery, Salowe Brett, 
sen, Kaczerowski, Nolte, Essick Hanna, Martin, Patterson, Moore. Pallas, Stieler, Poyne, Rudolph, Wolinski. Rear: Christopher, Farbstein, Morabito, Lawson, H Swank, 
Schmidt, Sombrailo, Pohis, Gorman 


FS. OM oh aus if ing! 


- 
bring. Center: Trott, Andre, Wiley, Wellbur of L. to R. Front: Moore, Keegan, Niedemeyer, Dolphi, Sanders, Smith, Taylor, Creitz, Weicheck, Prusak. Center: Haddox, Heitzer, Finch, Bornes 


Renick, Smith, Wollize, Ho |mon ' Porter, Nelson, Vercruyssen, Wilson, More, Zebleckos, Wolf. Rear: Carter, Trump, MacKenzie, Cahill, Martin, Costillic, Higgins, Toubitz, 
Pearson, Schorr, Norgord, Coyne 
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L. to R. Seated: S/'Sgt. J. Miner, Lr. S. Cox, S Sgt. C. Wolff. Stand L. to R. Front: Sgt &. Oblok, Cpl. P. Whitus, LACS) Mihr 


ing: S/ Sgt. A. Wernick, Sgt. E. Schwarz, Cpl. R. Delay, Sgt. M 
McKenzie, S/Sgt. W. Fogle 


5 Sgt W Kitchen, Sgt J Eicher, Sgt F Moss, Sgt 


1 Row, L. to R. S/Sgt. W. Gardner, Cpl. R. Delay, $/Sgt. J. Lacy, S Sgt W. Rorie, Cpl. C. Rresche 
Col A lL Aborte 


L. to R.: Cpl. W. Fisher, Cpl E. O'Neil, Sgt J Lemberakis Sgt P. Santonastaso, S$ Sgt R. Beasley 


S Sqt. C Goodman, Second Row 
Cp! F Duffy, Sgt A. Mabler, Sgt. J Leesley, Sq! C Moczugo, 
re ans 5 


Harsha, Sgt G. Bonnett, Cpl. H. Cleary, Cpl. H. Erwin. Third Ro Cpl D Andersor 


or, Sgt. A. Grepling, Sgt. P. Brown, S/Sgt. E. Stephens, Cpt rT 


Sutton, Lt. A. Sammon, Capt. B. Levenson 
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Capt. John C. Willioms 
Message Center and Landline Officer 
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Mojor Eugene Rovegno 


Group Engineering Officer 


an 


Capt. William Clift 


418th Engineering 


Pai 


Lt George Mayberry Capt. Stephe 
350th Engineering 418th Engincer 


$/Sgt. Jack Hemfin 


~~ 
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Engineering 


call 


} | 
1ics, technicians, engineering personnel or just 


f grease monkeys, bore the heavy burden of 
constant maintenance. The hours were steady, 
averaging all day and most of the night. From line 
chief to flight chief to crew chief to assistant, the 
men knew that the lives of the airmen depended in 
great part on the mechanical perfection of the 
work performed on the hardsiands. The airmen 
were not let down... . 

The work was painstaking, grimy and tre- 
some. During the East Anglian winters, the added 
discomforts of outdoor moisture, chill and numb 
fingers were dithcult to overcome, but the engines 
were changed, new wing panels installed, and it 
taxi-time, the aircraft were ready to lurch out and 
head for the runway. 

The engineering men took fierce pride in their 
work. As missions piled up for their ship, they 
painted small bombs ot red or black along the sides 
of the fuselage, and watched with concern the ever- 


lengthening battle record. 


The early days were the tragic days, when men 
would watch the ships take off, knowing full well 
that there would be many empty dispersal points 
that night. Replacements came slow, which hung 
like a pall of defeat over the base. Engineering men 
sloshed through the roadside ditches on the way to 
work, work that was doubly necessary now that 
every plane, even those that had returned from a 
mission with gaping holes and super-charger 
changes, had to be ready to go again in record time. 

With the advent of the wan spring sun and 
effective long-range fighter escort, the months of 
darkness began to pay off. American bombers 
gained the upper hand. The men on the line still 
worked day and night, this time to service the in- 
creasing number of aircraft assigned to each squad- 


ron 


To the engineering men, the climax of their 
work occurred when the “Big-Gas Bird” settled in 
its dispersal point after a mission, and the pilot 
emerged with a grin and a wave, signifying that 
everything had worked like a charm. The glow of 
accomplishment seemed to compensate for those 
dreary and sleepless nights. 

It was real and it was good, and the airmen 
dragging their equipment from the plane owed 
much of their success to these grimy gadgeteers, 
who immediately began to pre-flight the engines. 


Another mission was scheduled for morning 
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T/ Sgt. W. A. House 


A 
pin 
349th Ground Crew of Seeenkis es : . : = ki. A/C 810 


fifty missions. L. to R.: Swindell, Rich 


fi 1 FW o K lor 
L. to Rs W. Croft, E. Panzke, B. North. Kneeling L. to R: W. Biegel, H. Burt anson. Kneeling 


. a R. Stouffer, A/C R15 L. to R: K. McCoy, S. Perry, J. Miller, P. Wagner J. Picard. A/C 412 
L. to R.: R. MeVaigh, A. Boccardi, B. Gotow yee 
A/C 473 
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a a A 

k 
to R: A. Stiehl, A Cothoun, E Hill, Ho Coyker 
dail. Kneeling: A. Simbori a/c 447 


L. to R: K. Conklin, J. Clopton, M. Schuster 


p a 
L. to R. Front: H. Wildrick, N. Davidson. Rear: H. 1 4, R Front: Groenendaol, Rooch. Rear: Burns, 
Kneeling: D. Christopher 


Schluter, S. Nelson, J. Sombrailo. A/C 767 
Piehl 
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RLM 


to R.- J. Bobowski, T. Gotz, H. Underwood : 3 a% \ 
q ; 
Mahlberg, R. Dogero. A, C 230 o R 3 . fa L. to R.: W. Held, G. Shenosky, J. Stevick, H. Evans 
re : Fin Te A/c 718 


~ 
Top to Bottom: M. Zwillinger, M. Combs, A. Steve: 
son, R. Druecke. A/C 448. 


* . 
+ W. Carleton, 3515 


Chief May. A C7i2 


jst Operotions, Cop’ : 
35is P 4. Lind, FM 


te at, Borker 
L. te R: Capt, Bor ean, s5us tine 


be ei ‘ 
LtoR 2 ' lzer, 
Engineering, M/ Sot oR: S. Lanza, W. Stolbo, W. Buckloy, H. Walbruch. A/C 705 L. to &.: C, Small, 0. Schmelart 


= Ss oa . a 
L to RM) Sgt. HW. Wildrick, Col. F. Sutterlin, Cpl. J to R. V. McGrenchon, J. Smith, W. Stolba F ai "ah L. to 8. R Benhom, Ff Sligh, T. Butler, T. Lenord 
Sembroilo, Sgt. F. Shelton A/C 823 L. to Rs G. Smith, J. Toplonsky, J. Napoli, O. Winn A/C 571 
A/C 723 
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tt H. Tallman, it 
>, T/Sgt. R. Hagenbach, S/ Sgt. C. Turne 


LIBRARY STAFF 
L. to R.: Cpl. J. Benidicto, M/Sgt. N Gicnopolis, Capt. M 
Arick, Cpl. P. Deleonardo, $/ Sgt. W. Nelson 
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First Sgt. O. S. Dovis 
L to Re J. Stokes, J. Kwosnick, W. Sadowsky, R. Kegebein, N 176th Ordnance Co 
Weber, W. Gurski, E. Westfall, A. Christiansen, G. Seibel, M 

Scher, T. Stearns, $. Radunze’ 


1 R. Becker, Lt. F. Orenstein, M) Sgt. T 
Hoy, S Sgt. R. Rowan, Sgt. C. Eastwood, 


H. Borksdole 


L. to R: T/Sgt. L. Schroeder, Armoment 


Chief. M/Sgt. J. Kwosnick, Maintenance 4 
} and handled the bombs, the ammunition and L. to R.: R. Bowman, C. Tucker, A. Svonovec, B. Wor Chief. T/Sgt. C 


jotor transport vehicles so essential for moven mine Retreyc 7 aoe I 
Jat a mission Was scheduled for the next mor 
nents alerted. The four squadron ordnance sect 
n Ordnance men set the fuses at the prescribed de 
noise of truck and trailer, with the grunts of 
the trailers. If the load called for RDX bombs 


for the more powerful explosive, and treated t! 


erally fell into three classes . . - demolition, fr 
were used against targets chat required e 
were used against ground forces and lightly 
aircraft. Chemical bombs were used ma 


iulthough deadly gas bombs were available tor L to R: A, Altman, L. Upin, H. Shoffner, J. Kane, D. Sportsman 


H. Rhody, L. Plante, J. Stanich, F, Ressi, €, Evanovich 
by the armies during most of the war are rea 2 R. Witmon 


ped that the new and infinitely more terr 


ill never be employed by the armies and hand 


ee 


ae 
i 


Lt. Eugene Kraft 
Ordnance—35Ist BS 
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L. to R: H. Lobpries, A. Tocconelli, A. Petruccello, D. Aiello 
W. Price, J. Budko, R. Bruce, C. Gennario, G Woodruff, H 


Sparks, F. McCorty, J. Knight 


pelli, S. Simon 


Jomes, Amunition Chief L. to R.- J. Clark, D. Marchese, C. Wright, J. Scor 


A, Werner, L. Schroeder 
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HE fighting in Sicily ende d, but the Nazis man- 

aged to pull a large section of their army back on 

the Italian mainland... . German civilians began 
to evacuate Berlin in anticipation of great Allied raids, 
... The Red Army reached the Sea of Azov....- 
Americans and Canadians landed on Kiska, which 
the Japanese had secretly left by submarine. ... 11 was 
August, 1943. 


In August of 1943, the Hundredth went to 
Regensburg. Years afterward, the mission was still 
being flown and reflown in the Nissen huts, the air 
journals and in the minds of those who participated. 

Home of the fleet Messerschmitt 109, and the 
setting for one of the Most mtensive rerial struggles 
of the war, Regensburg hid deep in Southern Ger- 
many. Even before the planes left the ground, a 
special sort of tension had gripped the men. The 
briefing room map had disc losed the preface of things 
to come, as the lengthy line of flight stretched into 
Germany, hooked around, and instead of a return to 
the Thorpe Abbotts base, headed south in an un 
precedented flight to North Africa, It was the first 
shuttle mission to be attempted from England by the 
Eighth Air Force. 

The outside air was oppressive, and clouds hung 
low over the base on August 17, 1943, as take-off 
preparations were made. A postponement jarred the 
men mentally, and they sweated it out for another 
hour and a half. Finally, Capt. E. I Blakely and Maj 
J. B. Kidd were given the green light, and the lead 
squadron took off. Of all the groups which formed 


ish bases 


the bomber stream stretching trom their i ms 
far across Germany, the Hundredth was the last and 
lowest group, and in that unenviable position could 
well expect to bear whatever brunt was to be borne 
this day. 

England fell behind. The formations were held 
tight and above the smoky clouds that fell away over 
the Channel. The enemy coast swung inte view ina 
series of irregular fields and waterways. The German 
boot was heavy on Holland’s soil, and the arrival of 
bombers was duly recorded by German radar screens 


It happened ten miles southeastof Antwerp. The 


Germans came in fast. The Fortress turrets ground in 
azimuth and elevation, and short bursts stitched 
through the sky. From that initial moment of near- 
terror until the assault ceased two hours later, more 
than two hundred attacks were pressed against the 
Hundredth. There was desperation in the air as the 
Luftwaffe piled in and slugged it out. They seemed 
to anticipate the route, and Jater, many men confessed 
that they felt the sharp fear of the formations 
caught and trapped. As the aircraft crossed into the 
Reich proper, the attacks seemed to increase in in- 
tensity. The group rocked under the constant pressure 
of individual fighter attacks from every clock posi- 
tion. It would scarcely have helped had the men 
known that the struggle was still not anywhere near 
its peak. Forts and fighters lit the sky with a series of 
brilliant explosions, and the debris-cluttered air 
seemed to hold nothing but death and the realization 
that death was inevitable. 

A couple of Jerry twin-engine jobs sat off to the 
side as though sitting in on a wake, and sent word to 
their friends further up the road to prepare a hot 
welcome for the invaders as they drove deeper into the 
land. 

The B-17's shook with the fury of their .50's as 
the gunners became inured to destruction, Ammuni- 
tion ran low on many ships, and belts were transported 
from one position to another. Outside the windows, 
‘chutes descended in swaying patterns and slow- 
motion, an odd contrast to the swift and jagged geo- 
metric patterns of aircraft parts that plummetted 
down. It was impossible to keep track of any neat 
order of events. The entire flight became a kaleido 
scopic dream of nightmarish quality, a scene in ugly 
colors of smoke, fire and the yellow, red and black 
nosed enemy etched against the incongruously peace 
ful blue backdrop of the sky. 

he Forts plowed through across the Reich, pay 
ing a high price but exacting a higher one trom the 
fruit of the Nazi loom. It was extremely dithcult, 
well nigh impossible, to estimate in distance, time or 
place where ships were going down. It seemed that the 
Hundredth was bearing the brunt of the entire 
strength of the German Air Force. 


Maj. “Buck” 


Cleven’s Jow squadron was hard 
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{ slackened. Visibility was clear, and th 


e Order N 


waited in the sunlight as the planes turned into 11. WD, 1942, the following unit is cited 


eding Execut 


mb run at 17,000 feet. Department under the provisions of section IV, Circu- 


Bombardier Lt. J. Douglass released, and the lar , War Department, 1943, 1 


ip followed suit. The 250-pound incendiaries President of the United States : [ 


vered down in fiery profusion upon the primary deserved honor and distinction told what 


ne of the Nazi single-seater aircraft, and the entire re than 


get area lifted in flames. Stately columns of smoke The sd Rombardroene Divison Chl 
vw 3C O ic IS1OT } 


ee bs 
from the clustered buildings, and the men of th . ; 
: 5 -- 4th Bombardment Wing (H) ) is cited for outsts 


sroup watched the destruction with a satisfaction too 


y focused to a point 


ing per ormance of duty In action against the ener 
on 17 August 1943. This unprecedented attack 


\ 
of team against another 


survival. 


for verbal expression. Later, the Intelligence re- 


were to state that... “Bombing results were . , 
= against one of Germany's most important aircra 


Ww, the planes swung wide and There were of course men W ho were 


factories Was the first shuttle mission performed in 
covered the great majority. Fear is 


the Alps. : ; 
. I this theatre of operations and entailed the longest 


remainder of the journey was uneventful . . when it acts as a deterrent to actin he actions of the 


flight over strongly defended enemy territory yet ac- 
mplished at that date. For 42 hours the formation 


was subjected to persistent, savage assa 


iu call sporadic attacks, some flak, planes ditching, bowels of Hitler 
fucl ranks emptying and Lt. G. Van Noy heading for 


Switzerland with Number Four engine on fire un- 


c 1 43 . 
pe, and they re the ac free men who 


ymught t ) perpetuate their heritage. 


forces of enemy fighters. During this bitterly con- 
enttul t 


The words of Col. Alkire were brought back to 


H ; 4 ' tested aerial battle 140 German fighter aircraft were | f 
However, compare > tempe wathe rc minds of many men . 
eee eben Peerney ear definitely destroyed and many more damaged. Despite ii 11} i Baance qi 
hrough Germany against the most violent op- i ? , ; cas .-.and I have every confhdence that your con- 
. desperate attempts by the enemy to scatter the 
f ) y slory for the old Cen- 


> 3d Bombardment Division 


(H) maintained a tight, defensive formation and, co- 


duct will nor « gain great 


tury C 


history of aerial warfare, these were 


bombers, the group of 


i tl ’ } 
ninor misfortunes and subject to discount. The Divi- up, but will prove I wasn’t such a bad leader, 


mn, led by Col. Curtis LeMay, pointed fo: > Medi- ‘ 
— - Curtis LeMay, pointed for the Medi ordinating as a perfectly balanced team, fought their 
ranean 1 1 
fe ; | h way to the assigned target at Regensburg. Though 

t Was er 1800 rhe e rem. > qir- é 5 eid? 5 
as after 1 hours when the remaining air ombat the bombardiers released ground, backing the aerial 


i 


weary after gruelling c 
ely on the target and wrought 


aft of the Hundredth circled in the sultry disks Gerahe acces 


5 
t 


sir performances of meticulous and 


fr ¥ } . — are ¢ +s ‘ 7 * 
Africa and hit the drome, raising clouds of vast destruction on an aircraft factory of vital impor painstaking merit, made up the bulk of manpower in 


coming to rest in the desert. tance to the enemy’s war effort. The high degree o 


like Van Noy, had been forced to ditch success achieved is directly 
va. Some had crashed on the beaches. The j 


a 


e box-score of war. The greatest enemies to efh 
tributable to the extraor ciency and morale were discemfort and boredom 


at 
nary heroism, skil!, and devotion to duty displayed When the group reached Thorpe Abbotts, the British 


sad been in the air more than eleven hours. 


by the members of this unit. Their actions on this oc- NAAFI was in operation, dispensing utility tea and 


welve out of the starting twenty-two landec casion uphold the highest traditions of the Armed coffee, buns and cakes. The Red Cross soon rose on 


beefed "hie ff. f : ‘ : 
sriefed bases. The Luftwaffe had lost forty-nine Forces of the United States. t spot, and became the off-duty headquarters of 


the Hundredth, with eleven probably By order of the Secretary of War: the base. Brew was quaffed in the nearby Nissen, 
and an additional ten damaged. G. C, MARSHALL, he men lolled on the grass outside the building, pa 


d been a momentous day, during which Chief of Staff aking in unequal parts of nature and hops. 


irty percent of German single-engine fighter OFFICIAL! jector of uncertain temperament held forth in 


tion had been destroyed. Ninety men were ROBERT N. DUNLOP, Cross, and a breakdown was inevitable at each climax 


Missing in Action . . . ; Brigadier General, of the tawdry Hollywood products screened. 
Others more fortunate slept on the soil of Africa Acting The Adjutant Gene Men with supply-issued cycles headed 
nar led . t 


ed at their good fortune... lesden and Diss . Brockdish and Dickleburgh 


Burston and Scole. Those with stamina react 


With Regensburg, the Hundredth scaled 


to Long Stratton, well along t 


' 
iter, the entire Division received a Presi- heights of glory, heights which once attained, 


1 Citation: | 


I 


of a way of life with which there could be no com- 


Phose 
en wh 


id with all the tenacity and pu 


pose 
t towns 


id made it their life work to preach the destruction , 


The passes of longer duration were usuall; 


WAR DEPARTMENT in the larger towns Ipswich was on the main ri 


“| 
Washi ee promise. The average / in airmen, if indeed 
Washington 25, D. C., 1 May 1944 promise. The average Americar _ ee Cambridge was within striking distance... but it was 


1" 
’ there was any average, was not a politically conscious 
segs ; L London th 


as | ¢ n i at ranked aS the primary objective. 
person. The scienee of airmanship was paramount, the 


EXTRACT dialectics of the various ideologies involved were of 
2 2COr »ortance. The issues were - I London... the gray ghost of Britain. The towers 
HONORS. -2. As authorized by Execu- secondary importance. The issues were clear-cut. It de Zg t rt 


No. 9396 (Sec 1, Bull, 22, WD, 1943) was them or us, and they were the bastards. There was ind ramparts raised over the Thames 
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enter of the spider-web of clubs 

There were tours, game roon 
for the asking, an information bureau 

the numerous services required by the men 

like all others, was open all night. 

Around the corner from the Rainbow, the 
ill (We Never Closed) Theatre prominently 
layed the generous lines of the femmes principales, 
GI's crowded into the queues to take advan- 
¢ O.D.-cut price. Other legitimate play- 
e at their stands at Leicester Square and 
mg Shaftesbury Avenue. The cinemas, strewn 
bout Piccadilly were crowded. The English, a pa- 
e, had long since resigned themselves to 


nding in queues for ev erything from food to news- 


As the night closed in, activity grew more intense 
m Victoria to Marble Arch to Piccadilly. The gentle 
rains of “Roll Me Over in the Clover” wafted down 
numerable streets, and footsteps were sharp in the 

pitch darkness of effective blackout. 
The pubs closed early in London. Then the voices 
began to paw from doorways, soft promises to be ful- 
at a price. The economic impact of much loose 
money in the hands of visitors from other shores, plus 
1 low wage scale, has always caused a sharp decrease in 
the morals of any society. War-time England was no 
exception. The tension of everyday life, the unbear- 
{ v of a pound per week position, the un 
tlow of money to be had almost for the 
ll these factors combined to tempt, and one 
t Piccadilly Circus after dark proved that much 
temptation had not been successfully resisted. 
he end of a pass was cause for gloom, but it was 
back and dig into a heaping plate 
Atter sampling the War-time London 

no one was likely to quibble. 


the days wore into September 1943, more 
were racked up, crews drew their flak leaves 
week of rest to recover from battle fatigue) 
men headed for the Big Town after the 

ot Stuttgart, The soft mattresses of the Strand 
the Winston... the Cumberland . . . were 
things to the rest of angels after the sharp 
death and fire in the sky. Men met their bud- 
1 told of the ill-fated practice mission of Sep- 
24, when Jerry fighters surprised the Hun- 


th over the North Sea. = Pipi j 


On the morning of September 24, the combat 4 

[OVER Pee crm 

en were alerted for a trip to Stuttgart. Adverse @ a 
her cancelled the mission and the men retired to r 


| t 
icks. It was almost noon when they were re 


RAINBOW CORNER 
LONDON 


U 
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nour when I Saw [t 
Air-Sea Rescue * and 
as two of them passed on either 


and [ thought I was lost. Then 


1 the middle Jane and picked me up. WI 
\Ishouse and Radio Man Gillen were on t 


¢. The other boats picked up Gossage 


id Navigator Dalton were de 
they were picked up. We stayed for hours bu 
trace of Lovell, the left waist n 


the waist and ball turret man DeCx 


turned out to be torpedo boats, | 
put on a sortie to the Dutch coa 
35 miles from the Eng 
he Dutch coast. That night, we ch 
all over the water. Command 
ing the flotilla, will long be reme:..ber 
last and only one in the st 
skim the water and make a splas 
the fire out. It didn’t work and he 
jown. Somehow, he crawled through 
Ithough his foot had been wedged 
pedals. When he came up from a 
ter, the sea was a mass of wreck 


sated for five minutes and dived for the 


ut of ten men, two were dead and th: 


We never got credit for the ‘mission.’ ” 


international news in September ua 


‘ taly. “One Down and Tuo to Gr 

peared on the billboards of the base. Al 
Italians had given up, there were still nu 
rman divisions in Italy, and there was 1 


fan varly armuastice. 


in September, a young lieutenant 
ri Ree ler distinguished himself on a miss1or 
ttgart, Germany. His right Waist gunner, Ornn 
Furlong, later testified . . . 
was right waist gunner on the B 
Hawk II’ on a mission to Stuttg 
1943 
uck struck us just before we started 
At least four enemy fighters hit us fro 
1 high, doing plenty of damage in pust ¢ 


hells fatally wounded t1 


n, dangerously wounded 


Pp 
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1 our pilot, Lt. Sumr 
steel fragments from the s 
led the co-pilot 
With our nose shattered, our oxyge 
inctured, one wing fuel tank perforated 
hters turning for another pass, Reeder weighed our 
then quickly dived for better protection 
to a formation of our planes below us. The Jer 
4 th reinforcements, followed us down, ind we 
tarted about a two-hour battle wt ing with the 
rmation, 
‘Reeder must have been suffering considerably 
om his wounds and logically must have been men- 
tally confused by the shock of the 20mm that burst 
his right side. His flying under these handicaps 
less than inspired. He Insw ered every Warning 
over the interphone with instant and corre 
and gave all of us gunners the best poss 
in our efforts to beat off the enemy. Inci- 
I itally, ill the time we were fighting for our lives, 
i ed r would sng little tune and wisecrack over 
the interphone from time to time, trying to keep our 
Pp rits up. 
When our attackers at last left us, Reeder 
started to take the ship to a lower altitude; our oxygen 
nortage had become acute, and we h ad to get breath- 
ible air or else. No sooner had we dropped away from 
th formation than another bunch ot Jerr s pounced 
upon us. Reeder put ' Squawkin’ Hawk 
uch as | doubt was ever made by a B-17 betore or 
nee. We somehow survived and went down about 


4,000 feet at the rate of more than 300 miles an 
heur Reeder pulled out into the tempor iry st el cr 
of a cloud. Ir would have been a great feat even for 
4 strong, uninjured pilot. 

| 


“Once in the clouds, he played hare-and 


' hound 


with the Germans, ducking in and out, throu ind 
wherever he could find cover. After about 
an hour of this, the Germans finally left us, probably 
because they were low on fuel. Then, with no n 
gator, confused by his wild evasive 
guided only by headings received 
tor, got us to and across the English Channel 
“Knowing that it was vital to gx 
ntion for the two wounded men he 
fect landing on an R.A.F. fighter field, of 


not calculated for h bomber landings 
the shattered plane down without brakes 
hydraulic system had also been shot out 

If 1t had not been our we unded officer 
who could not possibly bailed out, I feel 
that the pilot would have 


France, As 


ither 

New York Times Id 
specializing since 1772 
in the ant t s, is now beating its 
much more useful at the 
of mail for American 
urmen. ... us tl rolls around again, and 
American fighte k » Yankee at King Arthur's 
Court, t ves back in medieval armor. .. .” 
Many of the combat men were somewhat du- 
bious about the weighty flak suits, but they soon 
clamored for the protection the suits afforded, and 
many returned from missions with chunks of flak 
embedded in the suit that otherwise would have 

jaggedly cut into flesh 
To this added degree of safety, the unveiling of 
new pathfinder technique on September 27 was 
tremendous Allicd gain. When Hertz dis 
radw waves back in 1886, even the longest- 
could scarcely foresee his discovery 
formation of heavy bombers to pick outa 
marked for destruction some 57 years later. 
Weather had always held the greatest terrors for 
auion, and when Ar 3 ind British science 
ectromic studies \ pie nm imme- 
the outbreak of war, it was felt that 
of this method, called Radar, would 


he war. That hope turned into 
< against 


mputing 
raft guns. At sea, its 

emy ships through darkness 
avy bombers to 


nstrument 
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n H.O about an hour when I saw b 


at the speed of ‘Air-Sea Rescue ' and ho 
head off as two of them passed on cither sick 
war and I thought I was lost. Then onc 


middle lane and picked me up. What 


house and Radio Man Gillen were on t 
The other boats picked up Gossage and 
r Humphrey. 

»-Pilot Grier and Navigator Dalton were dead 
y were picked up. We stayed for hours bu 
10 trace of Lovell, the left waise m 

right waist and ball turret man DeCoo- 


sats turned out to be torpedo beats 


2 Polish, out on a sortie to the Dutch coast 


yut 3§ miles from the English co 
§ miles fr the I lish 


n the Dutch coast. That ni 


boats all over the water. Command 


ling the flotilla, will long be remembered 


re was the last and only one in the ship 
» skim the water and make a splash wh 
fire out. It didn’t work and he hit the 
se down. Somehow, he crawled through the 
dow, although his feot had been wedged ir 
rudder pedals. When he came up from abo 
feet of water, the sea was a mass of wrecka 


floated for five minutes and dived for t 


if ten men, two were dead and three 


g. We never got credit for the ‘mission. 


e big international news in September wa 
uder of italy. “One Down and Two to Go" 
ipbearcd on the billboards of the base. Al 

Italians had given up, there were still nu 

is German divisions in Itely, and there was 1 


ant ve armistice. 


in September, a young lieutenant named 
1. Reeder distinguished himself on a mission 
irt, Germany. His right waist gunner, Orrin 


ng, later testified ... 


was right waist gunner on the B 


Hawk II” on a mission to Stuttgart 
1943, 


struck us just before we started our 


east four enemy fighters hit us fr 


ny plenty of damage in just 0 
! 


iells fatally wounded the c 


irn, dangerously woundec 


tor, Lts. P. De nd 
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ne ee SAS 


prayed our pilot, Lt. Sumner H. Ree 
steel fragments from the same shell 
ed the co-pilot. 
With our nose shattered, our oxygen 
inctured, one wing fuel tank perforated 
s turning for another pass, Reeder weighed « 
hances, then quickly dived for better protect 
to a formation of our planes below us. The Jerr 
ith reinforcements, followed us down, and we 
tarted about a two-hour battle while flying with the 
turmation. 
“Reeder must have been suffering considerably 
from his wounds and logic ally must have been men- 
tally confused by the shock of the 20mm that burst 


ar his right side. His flying under these handicaps 


sno less than inspired. He answered every war 


ung 
ver the interphone Ww th instant and correct 
iction, and gave all of us gunners the best possible 


advantage in our efforts vo beat off the enemy. Inci- 


dentally, all the time we were fy ing for our lives, 


Reeder would sing little tunes and wisecrack over 


tl < nterphone from time to time, trying to keep ou 
spirits up. 

When our attackers at last left us, Reeder 
started to take the ship to a lower altitude; our oxygen 
hortage had become acute, and we had to get breath 
ible air or else No sooncr had we droppe d away trom 
the formation than another bunch of Jerries pounced 
upon us. Reeder put ' Squawkin’ Hawk ’ into a dive 
uch as I doubt was ever made by a B-17 betore or 
since. We somehow survived and went down about 
14,000 feet at the rate of more than 300 miles an 
hour. Reeder pulled out mnto the temp wary 
of a cloud. It would have been a great 
a strong, uninjured pilot. 


ayved hare 


“Once in the clouds, 
with the Germans, ducking in and out, 
reverse, wherever he could find cover 
in hour of this, the Germans finally left 


low on fuel 


because they were 
gator, confused by his wild 


guided only by headings rece 


her etheiency is vers 
An editorial the New York Times told 


i l 
A London tirm, speciahzing since é 


in the manufacture s nuw beating its 


product nt mmething ruck ore useful at the 
moment ey ‘ ’ for American 


urmen x i cycle rolls around again, and 


American fighters, like the Yankee at King Arthur's 


nselves back in me¢ al armor 


he combat me ere somewhat du 


¢ weighty flak suits, but they soon 
ed for the protection the suits afforded, and 
many returned from missions with chunks of flak 


embedded in the suit that otherwise would have 


guedly cut into fl 
To this added degree of safety, the unveiling of 
the new pathfinder technique on Septemt 
another tremendous Allied gain. When 
fio waves back in 1886, even the longest- 

h 


could scarcely foresee his discovery 


pmation of heavy bombers to pick out a 


marked for destruction some 57 years later 
Weather had always held the greatest terrors for 


ind when Ame in and British science 


tronic studies to completion imme- 


, it was felt that 


f this method, called Radar, would 


at hope turned inte 
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irk. One mission was Regensburg. The ot} 
I led the group and Cleven was leading the 
| n if pon returning to the base, I picked hin 
>, Slow Leak, which means Drip, and 


milk run, ech?’ to which he replic 
inother milk run, but boy, that was the most 


flak I've ever een." 


this, | gave the rather expressive rejoinder 
mainly because I see plenty of fighters, but 

( le ven 1s hurt and insists that there was fl K 
everal bad names and insists that I look at h 
immediately do this, and believe me, there nas 
it day. As far as Buck was concerned, it wa 
ind the reason I didn’t see any was becaus 
running interference between the Ger 
stopping the stuff with his B-On« 


yn the base, Egan sweated out a mission led 


Harding to Marienburg. The pianes returned 

in excellent bombing job, and as soon as the 

1 birds sat down, Egan demanded and received 

c sion to lead the next day’s raid to Munster. He 
tt his lucky white leather jacket behind. Cleven had 


fit because it was not exactly clean. 


he Forts taxied out for the Munster raid on the 
f October 10, 1943... Egan, in the lead 


recalled every detail of the fateful mi 


riehing was the same as usual, until the 

friend Miner Shaw, flashes the photo 
target, which is Munster, on the screen 

Bell Opticant. (Intelligence Officers just 
call that gadget a Slide Machine.) The Ain 


ind Mean Point of Impact are the center 


city of Munster. 


drones on that we are going 


dential district. At this point, I find my 


Others who have lost 


sast few raids join in the cheering, 


1 chance wo kill Germans, the spawner 
and minority oppression. It is a drean 

» avenge the death of a buddy 

mission had not been set up for 


ted Hun, but as a last resort to stop 


Ruhr Valley. Practically 

the valley were being billeted 
1s decided that a pursuit and fighter 
could not effectively stop up Ruhr 
good big bomber raid could really mess up 


etheient German rail system by messing up 


oO never witnessed bomber Pp lots tax 
n the ETC during the summer anc 


n { I } 7 
lissed Seeing boys who were for 
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a a PRES CEE SO er OE 


t time big men. Mind now, all of these boy-me 
en't fighters, 1.¢ professional soldiers or adven 
ers. They were people who were in the Air Force 
various reasons; better food, better pay, better 
stings, better glamour, better kind ot discipline, 
better chance to slug Adolph, better chance of being 
killed .... 
These boy-men commanded no less than nine 


iduals and booted four thousand horses in 


other indi 
the tail with their right hand to get their big-gas birds 
into the air and keep them there in the face of the 
toughest, roughest opposition mankind ever faced. 

‘We are airborne and start our climb, our 
formation scraped together by the best Service Groups 
in all Bomberdom . .. Nothing unusual in climbing, 
except for supercharger trouble. This isn’t too bad if 
you don’t pick up too many holes in the wrong places. 
It’s Tail-End Charlie that needs the manifold pressure, 
not the stoop that leads the formation. (I say ‘stoop’ 
because 2nd Lieutenants believe that every time a 
senior officer is promoted, he is required to turn in 
part of his brains.) 


“There are abortions. J. D. Brady is leading the 


group with me as incommodious kibitzer. It is Brady's 
first time im the number one position, so he's enpoving 
the easy flying the ‘ore’ boy enjoys. Later, of course, 
the unholy Hun tries most desperately to knock num 

ber one to galley west. 

“The coast comes up and Brady makes the sign 
of the cross just as the first burst of flak goes off . . 
one of those close ones with pretty red centers. We're 
being covered by P-47's, and the dive and zoom 
boys couldn’t take us all the way to the target because 
they didn’t have the range. 

“From here to the target things weren't dull, and 
occasionally a large bird would leave to land in a 
place he hadn't signed a clearance for. Just as we ap 
proached the LP : I called out to the group that our 
high cover was leaving, watched them go, looked 
straight ahead and said: * Jesus Christ! Pursuits at 
twelve o'clock. Looks like they're on us! * 

“These were the last and only words I was tu 
broadcast for many months, with or without CAA or 
Army Airway approval. A flak battery of six or exght 
guns whose officer in charge must have bore-sighted 
them on a captured B-One Seven went off directly 
below and in our Queen, who died proudly, with 
integrated second timing by a bee-hive of about 150 

that’s right, 180... German fighters who went 
through us. The results of this flak and fighter episode 


can best be expressed by mathematical formula 


iso ME) 


Pw R 


twenty cnemy 
stroyed 
This whole thing was disastrous more than 
somewhat, as of thirteen ships, only Lt. Rosenthal and 


his Riveters got back to England on an engine and a 


half. 
“As for o 


Brady and I pulled off our oxygen masks 


, it was obvious that we'd had i 


simultaneously Number Two has quit .. . There 
goes One . and there goes Three. Number Four 


proceeded to run away Dave Solomon came up from 


the nose looking quite messy to tell us that we have 


to leave the formation because Hambone Hamilton 
had numerous holes in him and wanted to go home 
I assured hini that we'd left the formation. After le 
left, Hoerr made certain that the boys in the nose 
got out while Engineer Blum checked the after end. 
Brady was having dithculty keeping the ship on an 
even keel while IT ran the administrative end of the 
abandon ship. 

"The goons were still shooting at us from above, 
below and both sides. [ asked the co-pilot how we were 
doing, and he says, quote, “Everything is alright, and 
besides we just caught fire,” unquote. 

“Wy e scramble to the bomb bay w here we pull an 
“After you, dear Gaston’ act. Standing on the walk 
I say ‘Go ahead, Brady,” since I’m the senior man 
on board. Brady says, ‘No, go ahead.” I don't see 
Brady from this day until two years later, when he 
confirmed that he wanted to be out last because it 
was his ship and crew. Anyhow, we stood there, me 
with ‘Go ahead, Brady,’ and Brady with * After 


you.’ We prattled some more, when che nicest spaced 


holes you ever did see, a row about six inches apart 
and about six inches below our feet appeared along 


the entire length of the bomb bay door. They were 


thirty calibre punctuation marks, and I say "I'll see 
you, Brady,’ step out, count one and pull the rip-cord 
tbout the time | go by the ball turret 

“The chute opened without a jar and the family 
jewels were safe. Looking around, I saw three of our 


little chums, the 1960's 


hey came in, and do you 
know what, they start shooting at Mrs. Egan’s little 
boy Johnnie who told himself that this was a 
situation he couldn't talk himself out of. My 'chute 
was now full of holes, and so was Mrs. Egan's boy 
They came back for another pass at me, and I took a 
very dim view of the whole thing. They finally left, 
probably thinking that I'm very dead, not knowing 
that I'm Irish. 


‘Coming down three miles at a time takes a bit 
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Schweinfurt, where 

{ out the ball-bearings so essential for aircraft, 

1s tanks, guns and all major items of military 
yment. The majority of the town’s population 
engaged in the ball-bearing industry. 

cht planes of the Hundredth took part in this 
on. led by Lt. O. “Cowboy” Roane and Lt. I 
I The group flew with the 95th and 390th 
t Groups 

Nircraft of the Hundreth sliced through fighter 
ks to the target, destroying seven enemy fighter 
wut loss to themselves, and released their load: 

xcellent results on the Mean Point of Impact 

were strewn over Germany, and for 


; : } 
ger Nazis had plenty of marble material 


Cc « urly months were months ot the rougt 
The planes were not yet equipped with chir 


et twin guns. Cold, thin air whipped through the 

ws. Fighter support was inadequate, as the 

e Friends” could not accompany the big boys on 

trations. There were plenty of reasons whicl 

have explained away the failure of daylight 

sion bombing . . . if it had failed. Instead, these 

groups of men, scattered over the ancient soil of 

England, slowly began to vindicate the long-rang 

isticians, planners and defenders of the American 
print for aerial attack. 


In those days of tough opposition, when the re 
sents were slower, the losses higher, and 

morale paralleled the tide of battle, each 

a vital part of the whole, and each was 

with a definite personality. Their plane, in 

labeled with the fruits of ingenuity, Was ar 
part of the crew. This sharp picture 

lity later became blurred as the enlarged scope 


warfare sacrificed identity for mass effec 


Yet “Squawkin’ Hawk” "Piccadilly Lily” 
lefe their mark with the airmen as 
n the Reich. Reams of Public Relations yarns 
pped to the States concerning the planes with 
ralities the “Laden Maidens” 
The planes like “Hang the Expense 
“Horny”... “Nine Little Yanks and 
“Phartzac” and “Mismanookie™ 
Then at the end of October, the group stuck a 
on its birthday cake, and the base took 
the festivities. Each squadron held an 
ersary party and dance, at the completion 
many men staggered after the Waiter wagon 


The officers celebration managed to procure 
vast pig, Ml, complete with apple in kisse 


port 
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nS 


st in which the porker had been purchased 

been a suspiciously dark one 
The following dav featured races around the 
rimeter, a tug of war and a Liars Contest won by 
Sgt. Malcuit. The parties were closely followed by 
November, which arrived shrouded in a mantle of 
choice English fog, grounding the planes for two 


days. 


Despite the poor weather that lasted into the 
new year, the air war was stepped up into the one- 
thousand-plane-per mission class for the first time. 

Seventeen planes of the Hundredth hit the syn- 
thetic oil refinery at Gelsenkirchen on November 5. 
Enemy aircraft rolled in for a fight, and in the 
struggle, one fort, piloted by Lt. T. Martin, went 
down, T Sgt. J. Boyle, radio man on E. Hughes’ ship, 
was struck and killed by a flak fragment which missed 
the plates of his flak suit. 

Lts. W. Flesh and J. Gossage landed at Tangmore 
with a shattered, flaming plane, and told the story 
of their desperate plight in the target area... a plight 
so desperate that the bail out order had been justified. 
The pilot and co-pilot landed their plane alone, their 
eight crewmen having bailed out over the target... 

A near-tragedy was averted on the 13th. Col. 
Harding was featured in this Bremen raid. The Path- 
finder equipment on the aircraft failed, and im- 
mediately prior to reaching enemy territory, the oxy- 
gen supply gave out on the starboard side of the ship. 
Col. Harding slumped over unconscious, and it was 
through rapid action by gunner J. Parks that a spore 
mask was adjusted before anoxia had taken too strong 
a hold 

Planes of the group took off on the 16th in a 
sweep to Norway. Building No. 16 nestled among the 
other structures in the great hydro-electric plant at 
iiyuken. In the basement of this building, a 10,000 
gallon capacity heavy water tank was indispensable 
in the manufacture of a new and powerful explosive. 
A hit on this building would probably destroy the 
entire plant. 


led the 


“Cowboy” Roane and Capt. Sam Barr 
long haul with a full cargo of thousand pounders, 
as Capt. J. “Bubbles” Payne did the direction-finding 
and Capt. R. Peel hovered over the bombsight 

Two groups had preceded the Hundredth over 
the target, failed to bomb, and left prop-wash and 
persistent heavy condensation trails for the Hun- 
dredth w contend with. The loads were released from 
a true altitude of less than 10,000 feet 

Capt. J. Swartout, whose high squadron had not 


ipped, led his planes in a second bomb run, and 


—E————— kT 


later reported that the entire area was in flames. As 
Building No. 16 was racked by explosion and col 

lapsed, taking with it most of the great plant, the 
Hundredth formation headed back tow ard the No t 

Sea without loss. 


Keeping step with the lengthening list of com- 
pleted missions, men finished their tours of twenty- 
five combat sorties and headed back to the Zone of 
Interior, which spelled United States, rest and re- 


cuperation for all of a month. New crews replaced 


them, and went through the usual ground schooling 


and extra-curricular work. The arrival of a new crew 
was the signal also for a ghoulish group of characters 
to apply what might be called the “Flakking process” 
to the newcomers. This jolly occupation was not in- 
digenous with the Hundredth, but it probably 
reached one of the higher levels of perfection at 
Thorpe Abbotts. 

A new crew, after detraining at Diss, was stacked 
along with their small mountain of luggage into a 
truck, which headed for the base and pulled into one 
of the sites at the orderly room. As the men piled out 
to case the joint, they heard shouts of “Fresh meat!” 
and ‘"Meat on the table!" emanating from the combat 
barracks. Their indoctrination had begun. 

After being assigned to barracks, they lugged 
their equipment over to the living quarters. The four 
ofhcers became a unit in the WAAF Site, built origi- 
nally to house members of the British Women’s Aux- 
iliary Air Force, while the enlisted men lived in one 
of the squadron areas. The co-pilot received his initial 
morale boost when he found that the bed he was to 
occupy was vacated only yesterday by a fellow who 
was last seen parachuting down over one of the more 
unhealthy regions of the Ruhr Valley 

Draped over all the best sacks in one end of the 
barracks, the old crews looked extremely combattish, 
yust a bored bunch of veterans disdaining to pay a 
lot of attention to the new Junior Bird men. 

Before long the men crowded into several little 
clusters, finding out all the poop about where the V had 
trained, where they went through phases, and is that 
dirty Blowhard still Tech officer at such and such 
field? This was preliminary groundwork. Soon, one 
of the men asked the question ... “Is it as rough over 
here as we've heard?” 

The flak started popping. In very few minutes, 
B-17's were strewn about the barracks planes were 
crashing into mountain sides -.. into the sta... IM 
France and in Germany. By the end of the day, the 
boys were really getting the inside dope. At least one 


Hershey -barred officer cornered a fledgling in the bar, 


4 
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cadged a drink, and let go both barrels until our 
incipient hero broke away and headed off into the fog. 

This was but standard flakking technique. At 
least one variation originated with the group. This was 
the “Ghost of NAAFI Hall.” The ghost stood cight 
or nine feet tall, and wore full flying equipment, in- 
cluding an oxygen mask. He would stalk through the 
wall of the building and stand at the foot of his old 
bed, staring down at the occupant. Of course, there 
were no actual eyewitnesses to these scenes, but there 
were men who knew a fellow that swears he was 
present. This fellow had unfortunately gone home 
two days earlier. 

Just in case, though, some of the old fellows hung 
45's or carbines at the head of their beds and warned 
the new men to be extremely careful about returning 
Jate at night. 


As the flakking technique grew of age, so did the 
group. The first Berlin briefing was held, but the 
mission was scrubbed before daylight without ex- 
planation. Col. Harding warned the men against 
security violations. The ground echelon seemed to 
know the vicinity of the targets just as soon as the 
airmen found them out. 

Since the arrival of the group at Thorpe Abbotts, 
a defense team had been in training, designed with 
enough strength and mobility either to overcome any 
lesser enemy threat or to render installations useless 
to a powerful attacking force. 

On November 14, two hundred members of the 
West Norfolk Sub-District Command Home Forces 
simulated an attack on the station by enemy para- 
troops and airborne units. They approached from the 
east and west ends of the perimeter and attempted an 
enveloping movement. Defending units moved with 
enough speed to meet all threats. Surprisingly enough, 
no lives were lost, and a Critique of umpires decided 
that the station had been successfully defended. 

As Thanksgiving bore down, Lt. Col. Robert 
Flesher, the Air Executive, went to London as the 
Hundredth representative to the reception of the 
Royal Family. He returned in time to lead the group 
to Bremen on the 29th. 

The Hundredth led the Division formation on 
this mission, and was attacked by enemy aircraft at 
1427 hours. No bombers were lost and no men 
wounded by enemy fire... One man, however, re- 
turned a casualty. His name was Nelson King, and 
he flew as radio man with Lt. F. Lauro. 

With the planes high in the thin, sub-zero air, 
ball turret gunner M. Schrier suddenly felt weak. His 
oxygen mask had frozen, ice forming in the exhalation 


a Ps 
passages and inlet hose. He felt himself losing con- 


sciousness, and cried out over the interphone. Waist 
gunner W. Heatkman quickly answered and removed 
Schrier from the turret to the radio compartment, 
where he and T Sgt. King worked vainly to replace 
the mask. The electric gloves proved an obstacle to 
ethciency, and King, having already plugged into a 
walk-around bottle of oxygen which allowed him 
greater freedom of movement, realized that there was 
only one way to save the delirious gunner. 

Although the aircraft was flying up over 20,000 
feet, and with the temperature close to fifty degrees 
below vero, King removed his gloves and fastened the 
new mask to Schrier’s face. At this point, a new and 
terrible factor arose. Call it fate or destiny or the 
forces of circumstance Nelson King’s oxygen 
bottle froze, and he passed out. 

He was finally brought back to consciousness, 
but in the stress and necessity of saving his life, the 
hands from which he had removed his gloves were 
neglected. Frost-bite develops rapidly in sub-zero 
temperature. Nelson King saved a life, and in doing 
so, sacrificed his fingers . . . 


The base settled down for the winter. Fog and 
rain, then for variety, rain and fog, kept the mist- 
shrouded bombers on their haunches. The men sat 
beside the Nissen hut fires and talked home town. An 
occasional Red Alert disturbed the even flow of bore- 
dom and cold. The Nazis still had hopes of victory, 
and managed to slip planes past the coastal defenses. 
In Russia, the men read, the Red Army had turned the 
tide of battle in the Kiev pocket. The Swiss reported 
that Germans were preparing to launch a new twelve- 
ton rocket at Britain... . The Pacific Charter was 
signed by Roosevelt, Churchill and Chiang Kat-Shek, 
and pledged Japanese expulsion from every island 
with the exception of their home group ... General 
MacArthur landed at New Britain 


Despite the dismal weather, men still took their 


passes, and those that did not head for the big town 
usually ended up in Norwich. Twenty miles on a 
straight line from the sleepy village of Scole, the city 
of Norwich contained some 100,000 souls and what 
seemed a pub for cach family. Shoe factories turned 
out footware, and the Seward and Paterson brewery 
turned out Wartime bre Ww that Was quickly consumed 
by the patrons of the crammed public houses. Bach’s 
was the leading den of alcoholic iniquity, from whence 
men of unsteady gait headed for the blurred outlines 
of the Base Liberty Run trucks. 
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1g at 1000 hours, were removed fron 
and shown into the club. Someone 
29. It seemed like more. The cat retreated be 
bookcase while C€ haplain Teska stood his greur 
The party started off with hot chocolat 
cookies. The children were so absorbed in the 
that no one noticed Sgt. Lathrop as old St. Ni 


the doorway. After a hesitant moment, there w 
of “Father Christmas!” and the children 
ieged him. 

Each child was ecorted into the lounge, w! 
Santa supervised the awarding of gifts. There “ 
v, a bag of candy and gum for each. Led by § 
ryone joined in the singing ot carols. Eve 
except the driver who answered a p 
Brockdish telling of forty additional chi 

g patiently in front of the church. 
In this crisis, the trucks roared off, and fift 
ites later, the late-comers had joined the festi 


tik At noon, all were packed off, safe and hap 
ncluding two little girls who cried when they failed 
to find their coats. 
Some days later, a blushing Major Standish 
iewed on his reactions to the party. He disp! 
ne from one letter he had received from a g 
ent... “Bobby had such a nice time. He th 


xy were Mr. Winston Churchill...” 


The year 1943 closed with two missions, | 


shafen and Paris. The former mission saw 


es and twenty men failing to return, as ene 


Smit 
r 


shot down Lts. M. Leininger and F. 
raid also revealed a story of unusual heroisn 
Heroism is one of the stocks in trade of wart 

id it is one of the paradoxes of war that the gi 
itant inhumanity is occasionally softened by act 
nan’s inherent humanity to man, and of his disr: 
I personal Safety 
Lt. Dean Radke’s ship had sustained sever: 
damage in the target area, and southwest of Abbe 
was attacked by a pair of FW 190's. 20mm sh 
iddled the left wing and nose. One shell soc 
ough the navigator’s compartment and struck 
pilot, Le. R. Digby, in the head. He was imm« 
killed, and shell fragments struck Ra 
vounding him in the face, head and in the nech 
fe his jugular vein. One fragment completely c 
his right eve, and splinters from the instrument 
id been driven into the muscles of his right leg, t 
ny it useless. 
The oxygen mask had been torn from his fa 
1 the concussion rocked Radke in unconscious 


1 the engineer, § Sgt. V. Pinner, w! 


hurled against the turret controls. Upon regaining 
his senses, Pinner thought first co escape, as he was 
certain that the plane had been blown apart. 

Through the smoke, he saw the pilot and the co- 
pilot slumped over the controls, Blood was spattered 
over the shell-pitted compartment. The windows 
were shattered and broken. 

At this time, Radke regained consciousness and 
saw Pinner about to leave. He yelled to him and the 
engineer returned to his station. Radke then called 
the rest of the crew and reassured them. 

Most of the crew were never aware chat the co- 
pilot had been killed or that Radke himself was se- 
verely wounded. Bombardier Lt. W. Agnetti was 
called up and moved the co-pilot to the navigator’s 
compartment, then returned to assist Radke. 

Due to the loss ot one engine and severed control 
cables, the plane lagged behind the formation. Radke 
was now confronted with the problem of his uncer- 
Tainty as to retaining consciousness long enough to 
bring the ship and crew home. He made the decision 
over interphone and attempted to regain position in 
the formation. With fingers useless because of severe 
cuts, Radke skillfully used the butts of his hands to 
manipulate the controls, and fought his way back into 
position. 

Upon reaching Thorpe Abbotts, flying control 
authorized a digression from normal trathc. Radke 
brought his ship in and made a perfect landing. The 
long afternoon of racked nerves and death was ended. 


If the men could have foreseen what the year 
1944 would bring, perhaps they would not have 
looked forward to it with so many misgivings. The 
year was fated to be a big one in the history of the 
world. It was fated to be the year of D-Day, of 
Omaha Beach and Utah Beach, of millions of tons 
sh*pped across a narrow channel in the largest military 
operation of all time. it was the year of supply and 
movement, of Operation Bolero and Operation Over- 
lord... 


At Thorpe Abbotts, however, January 1944 was 
just another cold, muddy month. Senior officer per- 
sonnel changes were made. Lt. Col. Dungan, who had 
relieved Lt. Col. Dauncey as Ground Executive back 
in June, was in turn relieved by Maj. Karl Standish, 
and Capt. Horace Varian stepped into the Group 
Adjutant slot. 

As the tactical and strategic combat missions 
were being clicked off ARAINSt the Germans, supply 


tonnage piled up on the island. In 1943, the figures 
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had jumped from 130,000 tons in January to one 
million tons of equipment in October. On D-Day 
morning, fifteen million tons of equipment backed up 
the men across the Channel. 

Through January and February, the softening-up 
process ot heavy bombing continued. Submarine pens 
at Kiel, chemicals at Ludwigshafen, the rocket coast, 
marshaling yards, aircraft factories at Brunswick, all 
felt the weight of high explosives and incendiaries, On 
January 5, bombardier Joe Armanini located an im- 
portant nuts and bolts factory at Nuess after bad 
weather had forced the group from the primary 
target. Bombload after bombload put the plant out of 
commission. 

After a January in which no losses were sus 
tained, the next month found the Luftwaffe strong 
enough to down nine planes. Lts. W. Green, J. Brown 
and R. McPhee failed to return from Frankfurt on 
the 4th . . . Lts. Scoggins and D. Croft failed to re 
turn from Brunswick on the 10th ... On the 21st, Le. 
W. Fletcher was reported missing, and on the 25th, 
Regensburg received another visit, the formations 
led by Lt. Col. Bennett and Lt. F. Mason. Once more, 
the target was plastered, and returning crewmen 
testified that the entire target area was covered with 
billowing smoke. One aircraft, that of Lt. $. McLain, 
was lost. 


March 1944 checked off another milestone in 
the history of aerial warfare, ETO... 

Berlin... Big B.. . Capital of the Reich, the 
city that the Nazi big-wigs pointed at with pride, a 
heavy city of squat, ugly government buildings, was 
finally reached by daylight. Many men and many 
planes were sacrificed in the March battles as the Hun- 
dredth carried the War to the stronghold of Fascism. 

To the entire group, almost a year later, went the 
honor of receiving its second Presidential Citation: 
GENERAL ORDERS) 3 March, 1945 
No. 14 

"The 100th Bombardment Group (H) is cited 
for outstanding performance of duty in action against 
the enemy in connection with the initial series of 
successful attacks against Berlin, Germany, 4, 6, and 
8 March 1944. Overcoming unusually hazardous 
weather conditions which forced all but one other 
unit of the Eighth Air Force to bomb targets of ap- 
portunity or abandon the mission, the 100th Bom- 
bardment Group (H) resolutely continued on to re- 
lease its bombs on the German capital in the first 
American operation over Berlin, 4 March 1944. The 
mission was successfully completed despite solid layers 
of clouds and dense, persistent vapor trails which 


1s ere smoking and gunners were wou 1c 
he toll of Nazis was high... 

S Set. J. Kelley and Le. H. Greenberg, Set 
thue and Lt. Felsenstein scored hits... Walt 
ilam, Madden, Lyon, Davis and Dickenson watche 
. Payne, Knudson a 


Morrison and 


my planes smoke and die. . 

man, Cox, Heathman scorn 

ranzler, Kroenke, Smith, Bunting, Pardee, Johr 
ind Fantone all scored . . . 


The gunners were busy 


“The gallant creumen of the 100th Bor 


nt Group (H) destroyed 26 enenty aircrafi, ] 
ty destroyed 16, and damaged 6 more in this bi 
ngage nf, and braved heat y, accnral 
ttrations of « aircraft fire to 


assigned objective.” 


The losses were heavy, and men died in their shiy 


\ 


Men were blasted out of the ships . . . Men floated 


down through the sky-strewn wreckage... 


When Lt. M. Rish went down, his ship broke 


it the radio room, then exploded, blowing nay 


r Lingenfelter out the side . Lautenschlages 


hip flared up as gunner J. Stryjeski vainly fought the 


An enemy fighter clipped Swartout and 
fin... The German fighters were later re- 


ported as having fired on men dangling from their 


{ 


lin area was filled with the flaming and 


wrecked planes of Capt. D. Miner, Lts. G. Brannan 


ish, W’. Terry, §. Barrick, E. Handorf, F. Gran 

Koper, Z. Kendall, J. Lautenschlager, D. 

S. Bartun, W. Murray, A. Amiero and ¢ 
ntgomery. 


Undismayed by the heavy losses and severe 
¢ damage sustained on the mission of 6 March, thi 
bid group, whose efficient maintenance persone! 

flak-ridden bontbers ready for operations on 
March, continued its deadly assault on the nerve 


enemy's war machine.” 


mission calculated to turn the blood co 
unexplainable and seemingly savage irony 
» was required to retrace the identical, deadly 
ute of two days earlier... 
, fully expecting a massacre, felt trapped 
. but accepted their lot with an outward 
gnation that covered their inward tur- 


was suicide! 
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It was suicide and yet, as Col. John Bennett 
led the formation of fifteen crews to the 
one plane aborted . 

Lts. M. Wilson, G. Gough, L. Morgan, C. Harper 
and J. Gibbons flew with Bennett in the lead squad- 
ron, while Capt. R. Rosenthal, Lts. R. Shoens, R 
Monrad, J. Massol, J. Harper, N. Chapman, R. Hel- 
mick, W. Forsythe and C. Mylius flew as the high 
squadron, 


“Once ag 


gain vastly superior numbers of bostile 
fighters were encountered and although the city’s des- 
perate defenders forced the leading wing to attack a 
target of opportunity, the 100th Bombardment 
Group (H) maintained a tight defensive formation 


and assumed the lead of the entire Eighth Air Force 


At 1239 hours, the escort left and enemy fighters 
closed in, first concentrating on the 45th Combat 
Wing, diving through their formations in groups of 
4, 6 and 8, flying wing-tip to wing-tip. In the ensuing 
fierce battle, men from the Hundredth watched nine 
fortresses shot from the 45th Wing formation and 
four from the 95th and 390th Bomb Group forma- 
tions... . 

One Hundredth plane, piloted by Lt. N. Chap- 
man, was lost after engine trouble had forced it from 
the comparative safety of the tight formation. ... 

At 1412 hours, after it was realized that the 45th 
Wing was not on the correct heading into the target, 
Lt. Col. Bennett, conferring with Capt. L. Bull, the 
lead navigator, decided to make the turn and assume 
the lead of the far-flung armada that stretched as far 
as the eve could see over Germany... . 

Once again, bombs fell on Berlin, and the Hun- 


dredth, a far cry from the “trapped” and “hopeless” 
bunch who had seen the briefing room map with dis- 
mayed eyes that morning, now played an inspiring 
part in the furtherance of the destruction of the 


Reich capital. . . . 


"Despite the determined opposition from arr 
and ground forecs, the primary target was reac hed 
and a telling blow was delivered to factories produc 
wg one -half the ball be arings require d by the German 
Air Force. The courageous men of the 100th Bom- 
bardment Group (H) destroyed seven of the attack- 
ing enemy fighters, probably destroyed two and 


damaged three others.” 


The attacks began at 1259 hours, and compared 
to the attacks suffered by the 45th Wing, the Hun- 


dredth 


gunners were sharp and their aim good. ... 5S Sgt. I 


received comparatively light treatment 


Morgan saw his target go down spinning. ... Lt. 
Kizak caught an FW-190, § Sgt. J. Kyre an ME- 
109... . Lt. J. Johnson and Lt. C, Milburn hit their 
- S/See.l 
enemy pilot bail out.... T/ Sgt. C. Hall shot down an 
FW 190, while S Sgt W. Moreland and S$ Sgr. W. 
Wright racked up Probably Destroyed FW 190’s 


targets Johnson fired and then saw the 


100th Bow- 


bardment Group (H) displayed extraordinary bero- 


“The officers and enlisted men of the 
ism: and tenacity purpose in successfully complet- 
ing these important operations against the enemy's 
capital despite cxtremely adverse weather conditions 
and the concentrated defenses of a powerful, well- 
armed foe. Their CONSPICUOUS B illantry, determina- 
tion, and esprit d¢ corps reflect the highest credit on 
themselves and the Army Air Forces.” 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR: 
G. C, Marshall 


Chief of Staff 


Success over Berlin had been bought dearly. 170 
men were listed as Missing in Action over the capital 
in the three combat operations. Men had been lost 
from every corner of the land. . Men from Ta- 
coma, Washington and Brooklyn, New York .. . 
from Glendale, California, and Manchester, New 
Hampshire . from Creighton, Nebraska and Osh- 
kosh, Wisconsin. . . . 

There were farming men from Virginia City, 
Nevada and office men from Cleveland, Ohio. 
They had left their earth and pavement... their 
open spaces and their fenced in cities... their dunga- 
rees and their sports slacks. They had teamed 
their Georgia accents . .. their Brooklyn accents . 


their work ... and their lives. . . . 


It is said, with a great deal of truth, that soldiers 
are heavy drinkers. It is sometimes understandable. 
Men continued to take their passes and their flak 
leaves, heading for the big towns. It was during the 
aftermath of one of these missions that a lieutenant 
from the Hundredth was entertaining guests in the 
lobby of a London hotel. He had sopped up about 
eight drinks too many, and was feeling higher than 
an anoxia victim. At this precise moment, 4 stern, 
austere, full-eagled colonel strode through the lobby. 
He confronted the potted one 


“Lieutenant,” he said. “You are making a spec- 
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sent up a skyful of their Flieger Abw 
which abbreviates to flak, and two pl 
down. Col. Kelly's ship received two direct } 
tween the Number Two engine and the cock 
the second in the tail section, It was reported t 
tegrate without exploding. Going down wit 
was the lead crew including Capt. “Bubble 
me of the top navigators of the group. 
he second Fort, piloted by Lt. J. McGuire 
s Number One engine knocked from its mour 
engine landed back on the wing, setting it at 


s the plane dived away from the formation, th 


underecast. 


Lt. Col. John M. Bennett becan 


s. On May 7, Lt. Col. Thomas S. Jeffrey, J 
into the thriving hamlet of Thorpe Abbott 
e command of the Hundredth. He was youn 


ved purposefully about the base, new br 


May 1944, and East Anglia tossed off its lethar 
¢ grays and donned more becoming tones of greer 
d weather shot the group’s monthly total of mis 
teen, and four of these missions hit Ber 
nfuls of flak still exploded around the 

g “D” on the tail. 
On May 7, Lt. F. Kincannon, flying a plane on 


lin after flak had all but destroyed the pl 
With the advent of longer days, it became fe 
lis atch an occasional double mission. On \ a\ 
hteen aircraft attacked Berlin in the A.M., and 
hit a Noball target at La Glacerie in the 

gle did not return from the Big 


\frer losing Lt. J. Hunter and his crew at Lié 
on the lich, the group set out for Brux 
vakia, with Maj. Fuller and Lts, F. Robert 

South in the lead crew. Bombs were 
m the oil refinery, and huge fires and black 
lowed up to 10,000 feet. Two aircraft, Lts 
ind A. Kinder, were lost due to flak. Bomb 
considered excellent. 
Jeffrey led the group to Berlin on May 
R. Rosenthal flying the number cw: 
Hundredth led the wing, and bombs were 
the center of the city in compact patterns 
vered heavily built up areas within one thou- 
ards of the MPI. As the group headed for home, 
urcraft were first seen in a formation of 25 
; parallel to the course that the Hundredth was 
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cared, and I refilled. I 
mb bay 
ist gunner, had caught a flak fragment 
and Trout, the rignt Waist man, h Md a 
tered a bandage. | told Paltrineri, the radio mar 
nto the radio room, where I could use 
oxygen line. He came in and [| used it, 
bled into the waist. I connected the interp! 
and heard Payne say: ' Fighters at one o'clock level! 
All the forward guns started working. 
Schuster in the ball and Harris in the tail also let fly 
In the meanwhile, flak had knocked out the manual 
, and Geary put the ship on A.F.C.E. We were 
ourselves and the sky was swarming with FW 


Hundredth gunners were locked in combat wit! 
Krauts . S Sgt. W. McNally clipped three and 
ly destroyed a fourth. . .. S Sgt. F. Swartz 


and single fighters were destroyed by 


lis and D. Bailey. . . . Engines flashed and 
elched flame, then spearheaded the earthward plunge 
. Les. E. Siewert, L. Williamson, D. Pearson, and H 


Jesperson went down 


There was a yell of ‘Help! Radio room!" over 

¢ intercom,’ Stern continued. “My two German 
chums had scooted around to six o'clock, so I hooked 
into a walkaround bottle and accepted the invitation, 
A le of 20mm’s had made a lace curtain of the 
place. Trout’s face was covered with blood and Pal- 
trineri was holding his leg, yelling “ Take care of him 


first!’ After I wiped the blood away, I found that 
Trout had been hit on the bridge of his nose. I stuck 
1 sulpha band on, and he held it in place. . 
were small 20mm fragments peppered over 
rineri’s thigh, but he was all right. I was out of 
ath and feeling faint. 
Back in the waist, the noise was unbearable. The 
gines were beating themselves to death, and the 
of the guns was deafening. The gun-smoke in 
p was heavy, and the smell of burnt powder 
ng. After many passes, Number Three 
been Set on hre. The situation Was like 
fantastic nightmare. 
Engineer Acker and Paltrineri were fighting the 
which had spread to the bomb bay. Their efforts 
re useless. I was busy with our chums outside. The 
all turret Was jarring the floor with its meessant 
ig. The noise grew louder, the smoke thicker. I was 
¢ to vomit. I never Cid. 


Trout and Paltrineri came out of the radio room 


with their chutes on. ‘ Pilot says Jump 
yelled, They kicked out the waist door and lef 
Domenig following. Schuster was still in the ball fir 
ing. He poked his head out and said: * O. K. if | come 
out now?’ 

Hell yes,’ I replied. Get your butt out that 
door.’ 

“He went. The plane was thick with smoke, and 
the engines were beating on my eardrums. I hurtled 
through the door. 

“The slipstream caught me and bounced me 
around for about five seconds. Then it was smooth, 


like hanging in space. There was no sense of falling 


ta 
deathly quiet. We had bailed 


It was cold and quiet... 
out at over twenty thousand feet. I saw three open 
‘chutes, and that old query of ‘will this thing open? * 
raced through my mind. 

“T pulled hard on the ripcord, and thought I ran 
into a Mack truck. The shock of the ‘chute opening 
tore at my chest muscles and groin. I was laugh WZ 
hysterically like a madman in a second-rate thriller, 
and couldn’t. stop. I tore off my oxygen mask and 
took a deep breath of cold, fresh air. I felt better, and 
looked down, 

“L seemed to be coming down right on top of a 
Luftwaffe base As f fell closer to earth, I began 
to drift past the airbase to a small railroad station. A 
train was about to pull out, and the dire thought that 
J might land on the track and be crushed fleeted 
through my confused mind. 

“T passed the train and headed for the woods 
When you are high up, it seems as though you are 
barely moving but the closer you get to terra 
firma, the faster you seem to be falling. At one hun- 


he ground is really moving up at you. 
& 


dred feet, t 
Luckily, I went between two trees. My ‘chute caught 
the top of a tree, and left me dangling about three feet 
in the air. The place was full of people yelling and 
d ZS barking I sw ung back and forth until I could 
wrap my legs around a tree. I shinnied up, undid the 


clasps and dropped to the ground 


At 1507 hours, the decimated formations of the 
Hundredth were back over the base, circled, and 


bounced in one by one. It had been a rough one 


The air war was « ostly and high in battle casualty 
F 
reports, but as the climax approached, every raid 
helped to further the destruction of the Nazi war po 
tential. The bombers left their bases day after day on 
their rounds of extermination, and men wondered and 
fretted about the invasion... 


The invasion secret was well ke pf, and even a 


or lack of one. 
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intricacies af 


wator proofing, thi at on a defended 
beach and the tricks of assault. 
plan had been pore I over ag 

and again, when ecrvery piece of cquipment, crvery 
order, cre iP . Kas perfect, the military pil 
grimmage to the south began, and lengthy column 
of shielded headlights picked their way to the 
coast 


The evening of June 5, 1944, did not seem dif- 
ferent from any other evening, except that some men 
considered the weather unusual. It was warm and 
springy, and the armament and ordnance men were 
called out rather early. It was still daylight when they 
tinished snapping the bombs into their stations, fuzed 
them and closed the bomb bay doors. Then they 
headed back to the Red X for their interrupted cup 
ot coffee 

In the June days prior to the sixth, the H 
dredth had hit shore defenses at Boulogne three times, 
as well as a railway bridge at Abbeville and a rail 
junction in Paris. On the morning of the sixth, pre- 
cautions seemed a bit more tightly drawn. Radio men 
s ifetwd equipment to insure complete security. 

The weather was bad as the men filled the brief- 
ing room. The Hundredth waited tor information of 
its part in the fulfillment of one of the great moments 
in history. 

The road taken at Boise, Idaho, on October 
1942,had been a long and bloody one. The rows of 
Hundredth Bomb Group men interred at Cambridge 
testified to the strength and fanaticism of the enemy. 

The group had struck more than 130 blows at the 
enemy, which had cost more than 100 crews. The 
gunners had taken a toll of better than 200 enemy 
urcraft. From a green outfit which had flown its 
initial mission less than one year before, the “Bloody 
had long since come of ARC. sss 

, the men felt that something big was in the 
making, d the magic word “Invasion” sent the 


room into turmoil. A secret message was read 


The Eighth Air Force is currently charged with 
1 most solemn obligation in support of the most vital 
operation ever undertaken by our armed forces. It 
will be necessary during certain stages to attack with 
tremendous intensity the area immediately in front of 
our advancing troops. Because of the intensity re- 
quired, no other agency except the Eighth Air Force 
can undertake this task The required m2teciats and 


skills are ours, yet it must be recognized that bom- 
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1 perfected what they c pleted. Major Marvin S. Bowman, th hie? ed with relief. It had been at h er and they 


r scientific sleeves, and t had flown with the lead ship. The photo men had ere elated that the next stop » to be Thorpe Ab- 


, ; i : 
reds of pilotless planes toward Es j strike photos to worry about. Major Eugene Rovegno, tts. Four superior operations had been carried out 


itt of their engines and the eerie who had flow n with Magee Fuller and Kine innon, un der difhculr supply and maintenance conditions 
cir tail gave warning of a “Buzz-} was busy with his flight chiefs, M. Sgts. Strain, Gentry s the planes hit England and came in over the 


Strict secrecy was clamped on Brit Warfield and Picard. The armament heads, M Sets. base, lead navigator W. Dishion, who had guided 


g 
months before the rest of the Swank and Booth,checked on the guns. the outfit across the unfamiliar terrain of Russia and 


nat London had once again been The lead ship, which had not neglected to take taly, scrawled the final air speed figure into his lo 


g 
along a goodly shipment of whiskey, now disgorged and followed it with the words “Home at last.’” The 


ugh the aerial spotlight was on t its load, and the men queued up for their ration. ven echoed his sentiments. . 


ng during the days of landing, the str ‘ [The men and their planes remained in Russia The returning airmen found that the planes re- 


s not overlooked. Excellent results w until June 26, making friends and doling out sweets maining at Thorpe Abbotts when they left had not 


ymba 
let 
k 


rdiers H. Skelton and A. ty and candy to the Russian youngsters. been idle. Six missions had been flown against German 
rsleben. This plant, struck on June 20. The long-range importance of the shuttle j and French targets in their absence by the smaller re- 
testing ground for all armored v< could not be underestimated. In the words of the maining formations. Supplies had been dropped to the 
oduced in Germany. announcement made fro mRussia, “Shuttle raids Maquis in Southern France on June 25, and Bohlen 
place any given point in Germany or her satellites had been attacke he 29th 

within reach of the Allied Air Forces.” 


ol. leffrey led 28 planes of the H Nineteen aircraft left Russian soil at 1215 on ' ; 
. Col. Jeffrey led 28 planes of tt au — 4 ahs 4 As the war raged into July 1944, St. Lo fell and 


Adolph frantically began juggling bis Junkers gen- 
erals, none of whom passed the stern test of GI, Brit- 
ish and Canadian fire power, The air force kept up the 
pounding, the Hundredth hitting bridges and june 
tions at Le Lente ... Bourth . . . Auxerre 


} } } ; 
snariing the German lines info scrap nic tal and Leap- 


from the base at 0519 hours the mor: June 26, flying as the main body of the Hundredth, 
. 1944, the formation was not to return f while six aircraft left in a composite group with the 
Auxiliary gas tanks nestled in t 95th bembers. Lead navigators W. Dishion and G. 
ne aircraft carried one passenger each Peterson led the way to Italy, as Jeff and Clark once 


oup was blazing another shuttle i ¢ again piloted the group to Drohobyez, Poland, where 


1 Soviet Union, The target on the in ‘ another oil refinery was bombed. Crew members re- 


hlan witns ported voluminous smoke and flames shooting high ‘ : 
land, and Capt. R. South, lead bomba pew ¥ : e ea 5 M5 ing impossible tasks on their services of supply 
load with good effect upon the synthetic into the air. Three 

which was already burning from pr ; Flak over the target was accurate, and the lead Munich 
he formations continued on across P aircraft of the high squadron, flown by Capt. F. 


ceper penetrations were made in raids 61 
» ubere jel propelled cngin plants were plas- 


° tered... 
Mason and Lt. M. Ehorn, was struck and forced to 

the planes were passing the town of B feather Number Two engine. The plane fell behind 

ka at 1245 hours. six ME 109’s suddenly ; the formation and followed the group under fighter The word Merseburg became a word of death in 


protection until the Wing let down to 15,000 feet, July. This was the roughest flak target in Europe, 
after which the plane rejoined the formation and where the legendary marksmanship of the area Hun 
landed safely at the Italian base of Foggia. guns was translated into dark reality. It was an area 


t passed into Russia. Small villag From Italy, the Hundredth led the 13th Combat to be avoided, but it was an area that made oil, and 


the wing. Escorting P-51's turned to g 
ue, and in a quick, sharp struggle, shot down a 
rman fighters. The rest scooted off. 


ire A » Biche J sa ; cali es arution warkse 
the vastness of the surrounding space Wing, which led the Eighth Air Force in an attack on »il made modern warfare... . 


» at the silver formations. This was Mot a marshalling yard at Arad, Rumania, on July 3. Hits Aerial attacks against the German oil industry 


: ore . r > ene re | ‘ “ eC rh Ss » 1 194 ne Der- 
nce again embroiled in the battle against ac were scored on the assigned target and also on a loco had been highly successful. By June 1, 1944, the per 


The heritage of the land, dating frot motive works, which was the assigned target of an- sistent raids of the 15th Air Force had rendered most 
Alexander Nevsky had hurled the 1 other group. Roumanian oil refineries inoperative. The Eighth Air 


: ' ; 
s neta . : ret C te rce hai sanwhile cream n out of the four- 
¢ legions into ‘icy waters, into the days of N This latter group missed the target completely, Force had meanwh reamed ten out he four 


and his rout before Moscow, and on « and Capt. R. Nance, the Hundredth lead bombardier, teen Bergius Process (making a ion gasoline) Syn 


pete ising . hing point, managed to z . thetic Oil Plants, as wel hree of the ni scher 
struggle against the Nazi hordes, was a stor by using an alternate aiming point, managed to assure etic Plants, as well as three o nine Fischer 


- that bombs of the Hundredth struck both targets Tropsch Process (producing lower grade oils) Syn 


s¢ patriotism. 


{ mK The group returned at 1433 hours to the Italian thetic Oil Plant Northern German refineries at 
tormations passed the towers of Kiev at : = RTOeP Ser areN : a ini etc 7 a : = 
snd tess than taro hours later. the bead ships base at Foggia, and two days later, July 5, took off on Misburg, Hamburg, Ostermoor and Emmerich 


the final leg home. Their work | still not been been bombed out of business. The output of synthetic 


the Russian base near Mirgorod. There wer as = 
sive Russian greetings to a welcome ally. a completed. A marshalling yard at Beziers, France, was oil had been reduced 60 percent between June 15th 
USIV ussian g 0 3 e e ally, anc “ = i 1 y 
. -rating an aly 15th. 
were showered with flowers and smiles by ti still apt seb . Laer - d he : P : 
$s working.on the base The weather was flawless and the bomb run very The Germans had given gasoline production the 
é i : : good, Crew members reported that the yard was highest priority of all fuel production. Intelligenci 
especially the passengers unaccust ; : : : ‘ : i" % 
Sat ‘ solidly hit. sources reported that fucl shortages on all battlefronts 
ugh altitude flights, were weary P A | , i 
Aid chee way the snevicable wack As the aircraft turned from the target, the men were reaching the serious stage. The oil at Merseburg 
d, there was the inevitable wor} ; 
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was high on the Joint Allied Oil Committee’s prio 
list. The plant, after having been crippled once be- 
fore, was expected to be back in full production by 
the end of August. Part of the cost of putting a 
crimp into Kraut plans were one hundred and twelve 
men in twelve fortresses lost by the Hundredth in the 
three missions, . . . 

Magee Fuller and Kincannon led the first one, 
but did not return. Flak was accurate and full on 
lead ship, which went down over the target. 
Eight days later, on July 28, Maj. C. Emberson and 
Lt. G. Fory were out in front of the Hundredth for- 
mation. Flak, to quote the line that was routine in 
Merseburg reports, was “intense and accurate.” Capt. 
F. Mason and Lt. Noble, flying lead in “B’” Group, 
were found by the flak, which started fires in Num- 
ber Three engine and in the waist. The plane headed 
south as men abandoned ship. . . . 

At 1235 hours, Lt. A. Spear, flying Number 7 
position of low squadron, pulled up climbing and 
caught the vertical fin against Lt. W. Stansbury in 
Number 5 position. Spear’s ship broke in half and 
plunged into the undercast, as Stansbury also went 
Into a steep dive.... 

On July 29, the Mersburg skies were black and 
puffy with flak. The group lost cight ships, as enemy 
fighters teamed up with the flak. One crew observed 
that the FW 190’s and ME 109’s were flying in their 
own flak. It was believed that the Krauts in the air 
were radioing the correct altitude of the bomber 
formations to the gunners below. The teamwork 
was destructive, as the fighters turned from the larger 
formations and attacked stragglers who had been dam- 
aged by the flak. Capts. A. Dunlap and H. Howard 
led the lead squadron, while Capts. J. Zeller and 
C. Harris led “B' Group, which creamed the re- 
finery area.... Lt. J. Dimel was lead bombardier for 
this dropping operation. 

The lead group was hard hit, losing five out of 
six in the low squadron. . . . Lts. W. Fitzroy and 
J. Phelps... E. Jones... C. Gustafson and M. Clark. 
. «+ The high squadron lead, G. Steussy, went down, 
and two low squadron ships from “B,” R. Schomp 
and W. Greiner, were lost... . 

The well-advertised “Hell over Merseburg” was 
no myth. eae 


On July 24, 1944, a road near St. Lo separated 
the Sth and 19th U.S. Army Corps of the Ist Army 
from the Germans. Less than a week earlier, bombers 
had successfully blasted a corridor 4,000 yards wide 
in the German lines southeast of Caen, and now, 


Ss came thre aerial operat: mm agaist 
the German lines facing the Ist Army 

The Hundredth tried on July 24, but heavy un- 
dereast forced the formation to bring the bombs 
back. . he orders were repeated the following 
day, and the crews again were briefed on the necessity 
for pin-point accuracy and timing 

The planes wok off at 0930 hours, with Maj. 
“Rosie” Rosenthal and Lt. M. Ehorn leading the 
group and Third Division. Clouds and haze forced the 
aircraft down to 12,000 feet as the target area was 
approached. 

Americans and Germans waited below, and the 
men in the sky peered intently for the red smoke 
which was to mark off the northern boundary of the 


troop areca at two-minute interv als from zero minus 5 


to zero plus 50. Target time was set at zero plus 20 


or 1022 hours. 

The American troops had withdrawn from their 
forward lines to a point 1500 yards north of the target 
area. The aircraft, flying low, attracted flak from au- 
tomatic weapons as well as from 88mm guns. 

There was haze and death waiting. There was 
smoke on the ground, and Lt. G. Morgan, lead bom- 
bardier, held his bombs, fearing to drop short. “B” 
and “C” Groups released at 1020 hours, while Morgan 
released one minute later into the German rear. 

The frag bombs dropped into the haze as the 
Hundredth turned from the target, many fearing 
that bombs had fallen into American ranks. A burst 
of flak caught the Number Two engine of Lt. L. 
Townsend, and smoke poured out. The entire crew 
was seen to leave the stricken ship, 

Arguments concerning the bombing continued 
as strike photos showed bil: ae and a 2 ve bombs on the 
American side of the road. However, Eighth Air Force 
Headquarters came through with information clear- 
ing the group, although bombs Aad fallen into the 
danger zone. 

Later reports said: “The troops were undoubt- 
edly given the impetus to make the breakthrough.” 


On July 31, Lt. Col. Kidd led a mission to 
Munich. Flying with Lt. H. Bethea in the low squad- 
ron lead ship, bombardier Tom McKenzie was 
wounded by a flak burst which cut jaggedly through 
the nose. A second burst entered and struck Me- 
Kenzie. His oxygen supply leaking, the bombardier 
hung on and dropped his load at the proper time, then 
passed out from his wounds. 

The oxygen supply went out completely in the 
front of the ship. It was impossible to move the 
wounded man, and T Sgts. Hellen and R. Vance 
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another bloody 


skies over Ruhland were 


[ rt 
in another attack on the oil refinery. Lts. N. Sc 
L. Roediger led “B’ Group, while € apt. J. Giles 
Lt. J. Shelly led “C” Group. 
As th > ta “ area was neared, forty enemy 

hters swarmed into the trailing group of twelve 
planes. For five minutes that seemed a hideous eter 
nity ... wings exploded . . . ships flared into red and 
orange and black smoke . . . and the entire low squad- 
ron of 350th Squadron aircraft was destroyed. 

Gunners of the group valiantly struggled against 
the quick, darting fighters . . . shooting down sixteen, 
probably destroying ten and damaging four. . 

In the lead elements, Giles, J. Raine, A. Trom- 
mer, H. Taylor, H. Schulte and P. Corley went down. 
...In the low, W. Carlton, H. Holladay and L. Riegel 
went down. ... In the high, C. Baker and O. Everitt 
went down... . 

Lt. R. Heironimus called and informed the base 
that he was heading for Paris with 75 gallons of gas 
left in the severely damaged plane. He crash-landed 
in France... . 

The remaining planes of the group returned 
home with holes and tales of the furious struggle. 


Two other aircraft were lost during the month. 
ax 5 WO Sept. 3, Lt. J. David was lost, and in a Merse- 
burg mission on the 28th, Lt. R. Harney failed to 
return, ... 


A bitter engagement flared up inside Warsaw, 
where a premature and ill-timed uprising held out 
against far superior German opposition. The Red 
Army had been stopped some twelve miles from the 
city, and the plight of the Warsaw defenders grew 
more desperate by the hour. 

On September 18, 1944, Col. Jeffrey led the 13th 
“B" Combat Wing in a mission of aid. It was to be 
another lengthy shuttle job, and the men had been 
briefed across Poland and once more to the Soviet 
Union. The planes were loaded with food and equip- 
ment containers. 

Signals in the forms of white lines 100 yards in 
length were to be displayed on the streets or roof 
tops to facilitate accurate dropping. 34 planes ot 
the Hundredth turned over Warsaw at 1231 hours. 
Flak spread along the route in ugly, puffy patterns. 

The formations flew at 17,000 feet, and through 
breaks in the undercast, the battered city of Warsaw 
was spread in its drab, wartorn garments. The forma- 
tion was tight above the target area, Maj. C. Ember- 


Ma 


dr ipped, 
it behind ther 
od and supplies floated down into Warsaw, and the 


tormauons continued on their eastward course as the 


defenders of the city collected the containers of sus 
tenance dropped on the Central Station . . . the 
Mokotow area at incredibly -spelt Niepodleglosci 
Alley . and the Zoliborz area, pin-pointed at Wil- 
son Place. : 

The formations, their mission for the day ac 
complished, continued on across Poland and into the 
Soviet Union. The afternoon sun was high and glinted 
from the wings of the tightly packed units. The 
planes descended to 14,000 feet, then dropped to 
9,000. The flat plains of brown and green slowly 
swung into focus, then were replaced by other plains 
of brown and green. Scorched earth was in evidence, 
as well as dismal stretches of marshland. 

The autumn sun was low as the planes ap- 
proached Mirgorod. The town was strung out along 
the main road. Rooftops glittered in the waning light 
as the planes circled the field, peeled off and made 
their approaches to the metal landing strips. They 
bounced in, settled down, and pulled off the runway, 
parking in scattered groups along the sides of the 
strip. 

The men were once more welcomed by the Rus- 
sians who drove up in lease-lend equipment. The 
billets were in the town itself, and the men hopped 
into trucks, which wound their way into Mirgorod. 
They stopped before a large building off the main 
street. The absence of glass in the windows bore 
draughty evidence of recent German bombings. The 
wrecked German tanks along the road gave mute tes- 
timony of the warfare that had raged around and in 
the town. 

There was a deep-seated hatred in the Russian 
people for the Hun. They let the men know about it. 
The smiles and clenched hist salutes were resery ed for 
their American allies, who had entered the town hun- 
gry. 

After billets were assigned, they headed for 
chow, where they were greeted by the usual mess 
set-up, except that the K. P.’s were comely, buxom 
girls. Service was with a smile, and large helpings 
torced on the not unwilling men. Officers and enlisted 
men clipped a page from Red Army tradition and 
ate together, 

Before the food had been dished out, each man 
received one or more large shots of Old Overholt. 
After the whiskey and food had been consumed, 
routine reports were completed and submitted. 


as the format 


base was surrounded by ero 


mes landed without incident. Trucks 
n into What was once an Italian village iad been 
converted into an all-American base, alt} 


i many 
¢ ancient buildings and streets still ret th 
Romanesque flavor. 


Some sections, situated in what had 


n barns back in more peaceful and fruitf 


t ¥ } a ¢ 
put up with the odor that is uniquely rem 


Barns 


\tter a brief interrogation, the mz 


d to tents five men per. It wa “ 


and the tents proved much less thay 


casant 


ship. There were no passes that night, but th: 
ing day, men struck out for Naples and San § 
while others remained local at Foggia itself 
Italian children brought up canteloupes, 
monds, figs and much vino to exchange f 


es, candy and clothing. Barter was lively. loud 
«juaCciouUsS, 


There re " 
‘here were three days of indolence and 


vhr “ge 7 j 
/ St Once more as the formation dipp« 


he olive groves and headed across Italy, the 


ranean and up through France. No bom! 
ea 
led th 


ts time, and the planes touched dow 


Abt 
hors Abbotts some ten hours later, havis 
pleted a hi 


storic link in the chain of explosions 
und the world, 


They had successfull 
iW 


y dropped supplies 

saw, had successfully bombed important 

ards at Szolnok, had crossed Denmark . . . Germ 
the Baltics . . . Russia 


Yugoslavia... Italy... France 
|} 


Hungary 
and cut 
to : ssa eit the loss of a single crew 
Cr aircratt returned, the men found 
2 turmoil of Preparation. Lr. Col. Utley 
staff were neck-deep in plans for a huge 
nemorating the completion of 200 combat 
ns son) Thorpe Abbotts. The plans were ambiti 
tr ‘© planning party attacked them with th 
‘ed assumption that the best could hardly be 
nt for the men who had carried so great a sh 
aerial burden which had all but broken ¢! 
spine. 
The Hundredth had been forged in battle, |! 


peed it ut with the best that the Reich could offe 
4 aK not 


the 


been found wanting. The group had 
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the roughe n nm C impe nt targets 


Europe, and names like Regensburg . Berlin 
Merseburg and. Bremen conjured up pictures of flak 
and fighter-filled hells that were met and over 
come 

The group had more than its share of fabulous 
figures .. . men who flew the “big ones” in patterns 
not strictly cut from Army Regulation pages . .” 
whose deeds were not only heroic, but also triumphs 
of individuality and personality. ... Men like gunner 
Jerry Ferroggiaro, who had fought his way through 
China and Spain . “Buck” Cleven .. . navigator 
“Big Pete” Peterson . bombardier Joe Armanini 
.. «Rosie Rosenthal”... “Cowboy” Roane... Neal 
Scott... Frank Valesh.... 


There were men who would not show up to 


Che list was lengthy. ... 


enjoy the fruits of celebration. Many planes lay 
strewn over charred stretches of Europe, their crews 
dead or living in prison camps Those who re 
mained would not forget, and those back home could 


not forget. see 


As the preparatory work for the party proceeded, 
the work of continuing the air offensive did not 
falter. Five missions were flown on the last six days of 
the month. One plane was lost to Merseburg flak on 
the 28th, as Le. R. Harney fell back with two crippled 
engines near the target area. 

Although far past the zenith, German power was 
still a threat, both in the air and on the ground. Their 
retreats had been orderly. They were being out- 
smarted, but still had sufficient reserves to make their 
power felt. The Wehrmacht waited behind the West 
Wall for an opening. ... 

Back on the base, the surroundings took on a 
festive air. Cooks and bakers labored hard and long 
Out on the perimeter, strange shapes were rising, and 
pits were being dug. Contacts had been made for 
visitors and all was in readiness. The orange invitation 
cards read: 

THE CENTURY BOMBERS 
cordially invite you to attend a 
200 MISSION FIESTA PARTY 
AT THEIR BASE 
on 30th September 1944 
from 8 P. M. to ? 

The question-mark anticipated the fact that 
days later, visitors were still being combed from the 
base. 

September 30 dawned with stretches of gray 
streaking the sky. There had been a sudden late alert, 
a later bomb loading, and the planes took off at 0930 
hours for a raid or. an Ordnance dump at Bielefeld. It 


the combat men to be going 

a field filled with the carnival spirit 
and more peaceful pursuits of the widely ircing 
swings and the horses around the carousel 


here were rides and ice cream... hot dogs and 


cokes and side-shows. .. . The neighbors living around 
the base were out in full force and finery, while small 
children of every description had almost as good a 
time as the men of the group. Although Class “A” 
uniforms were optional, the men were bedecked in 
their Nissen-pressed olive drabs. The perimeter grew 
more crowded and more noisy, and trucks began to 
pull in laden with femme visitors from the WAAFS, 
WRENS, ATS and the civvie streets of Norwich, 
Diss and all the other towns and hamlets in the 
vicinity . 

Some had dates but more did not. It did not 
matter too much, as the spirit ot the occasion Was 
sufficient to break down reserve. This breakdown was 
general and widespread. 

The pace became accelerated with the afternoon, 
as games and races took the center of the stage on the 
perimeter. Finding a real needle in a bona-fide hay- 
stack was good for a quart, and the hay flew... . 
There was a mammoth tug-of-war contest, cycle 
races and broad-jumping duels. 

Food was meanwhile being prepared in the out- 
door mess hall, where a huge barbecue was in the 


making = meat cooked on grates slung over shal- 


low pits, and smouldered by the hot and glowing 
coals. . . . More trucks pulled in after meeting 
London trains.... 

A brief ceremony was held as visitor Gen. James 
Doolittle tendered a message of congratulation 
Then it was 1523 hours and the drone of engines filled 
the sky Large tormations passed overhead, crossing 
and criss-crossing in an abstract pattern of flight. 
Planes of the Hundredth, led by Maj. J. Wallace, Maj. 
J. Zeller, Lts. G. Fory and J. Seamans, came home 
without loss, and the combat men shook the war from 
their shoulders for a day and soon joined the general 
throng of merrymakers, who ate meat, drank bitters, 
had their cake and came back tor more 

Nightfall heightened the tempo, as three dances 
tossed open their doors. The main event took place 
in the large hangar, where a closely -p acked crow d 
swayed and marked time to the music of the Century 
Bombers Orchestra, with Mike Londra warbling into 
the public address system. The base band was aug- 
mented by a second one, The Flying Yanks, and those 
wishing a quick quaff between sets were fortunate 
in having numerous kegs of the stuff sitting around 
the hangar in Strategic loc ations. 


Later, a thin drizzle began to sift down, and 
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st trucks f[ c >t rry 


the small detachment of Ar an WACs. Ott 
rucks were announced over the speakers. Many of 
he guests were staying on the base overnight, and the 


Red Cross Aero Club had been converted into an M 


P.-guarded hostel. It was never made clear whether 


guards were there to keep the overly-curious 
Yank out or to keep some overly-intrepid female in 

As the rain became more insistent and night fell 
deeper into the hole, the final scene unreeled in the 
persons of a courageous trio of GI's who slowly and 
with infinite tenderness were coaxing a full keg of 
bitters down a muddy road to their barracks. 
Fadeour. . . 


By morning, the rain had stopped, and the mess 
hall was almost empty. By dinner, mixed and famished 
lines strung out onto the roads. There were those who 
could not eat. There were those who rested. Then 
there were people who headed back for the carnival 
and the tea dance. The rumor that a mission was 
scheduled for the next morning kept many from 
tearing into another day of strenuous activity. By 
nightfall, the red light of a mission alert shone in 
front of the Orderly Rooms. 

The war called a halt to the festivities, and the 
planes took off at 0740 hours on the morning of 
October 2 to attack an engine factory at Kassel. 

The month saw 14 missions piled on. Two planes 
failed to get back. On the 6th, 34 planes of the group 
plastered Berlin. Maj. W. Thompson and Lt. J. Sea- 
mans led the formations at the head of the 13th 
Combat Wing. 

The Berlin flak-gunners tossed up ugly bursts as 
the planes began the Loumbing run at 28,000 feet. It 
was as thick as a London pea-souper, but less yielding. 
Metal tore metal, and Lt. F. Reed’s plane sustained a 
hit near the Number One and Two engines. The left 
wing was smashed free, and the tail section broke off 
near the waist. Parts spun and went down in flames. 

Lt. W. Brice, Capt. A. Krezo and Lt. F. Thees- 
feld, the lead bombardiers, sighted and dropped. 165,- 
000 pounds of explosive headed for the Spandau 
factory, where until the moment of impact, aircraft 
parts were being manufactured. All means and 
thoughts of production were blasted into nothing- 
ness as heavy concentrations smacked the target 
squarely on the Mean Point of Impact. 

In an attack on a Bohlen oil refinery the follow- 
ing day, the group lost one aircraft. Lt. A. Grigg 
called on VHF 70 miles east of Holland and said that 


. 


Attempt to 


of the Reich 


As the Hundredth was striking at Cologne and 
Kassel and Ludwigshafen, the Ist Army was driving 
into Germany, and on October 20, 1944, captured the 
first city in Germany. Aachen had been almost com- 
pletely destroyed by the time the infantry took over. 
It was less a city than a mess of gutted dwellings and 
rubbled streets, but it heralded the beginning of the 
end. The few Germans left in town were extremely 
humble. The mantle of power had changed shoulders, 
and they bowed obsequiously to their conquerors 
under the cold autumn skies. 

As November 1944 came in, the British press 
was beginning to predict the coldest winter in some 
50 years. It was bad enough in Norfolk. What it 
meant on the bitter Western Front was beyond com- 
prehension. The V-1 “Buzz-Bombs” sporadically 
visited the London scene, adding a fillip to the nights. 
The V-2 Rockets were launched and fell without 
warning and with deafening blasts, showering the 
streets with debris and flying glass. It did not seem to 
affect the number of men spending their furloughs 
and passes in the Big Town. 


On November 2, the forbidding target of Merse- 
burg was scheduled, and the fields of fanatical flak 
over the city had not thinned. Maj. §. Barr and Lt. P. 
Spurgeon led the group through the 8/10 undercast 
to the target. Bombing was PFF and the radar navi 
gators, Lts. J. Maddox and M. Kretow, dropped their 
bombs through the flak from 27,000 feet after an 
accurate bomb run. 

One well-placed flak burst exploded near the 
tail of Lt. D. Raiford’s ship, instantly killing the 
young gunner, S Sgt. P. Fitzimmons. . . . Another 
single fatality was scored on the mission of November 
9th, when a pilot, Le. L. Williams, was killed over 
Saarbrucken. = 

Two days prior to this mission, a practice outing 
had proceeded according to plan, and the ships flew 
out along the coastline. Suddenly, something hap- 
pened to the ship flown by Lt. J. Dyatt. ... Witnesses 
testified that the ship filled with one great sheet of 
flame and plunged, crashing into a British service 
barracks on the edge of a small town. Dvatt, T Sgt. 
D. Gustavson and a passenger were instantly killed. 
The other men parachuted to safety. 

One crew, that of Lt. J. Lundquist, was lost over 
Wiesbaden on the 10th... . On the gray morning of 
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z yards ) 
The Germans {e ught f » planes were losi, and the foll ay, the t. B ckman’'s plane was stru on Numt 
und and what was to have been oer hs planes returned to Kaiserlautern, Lt. Col rice and ngine, and beg ¢ behind the formation 
ooked distant. It would be victor } ‘ J. Trapnell | he mission, with pt planes, led by Maj. C. Marti Capt. 
won, bitterly contested victory. | : Gunter and Lt. W. Klinikowski doing the navigation D. Jones approached the Rendezvous Point to form 
varly date seemed as shrivelled and rem ax the Lead bombardier Lt. E. Davis picked up a train enter for the return trip, the feared ery of “Fighters!” was 
ib countryside of East Anglia as the bi cem- ing the yard, and followed it closely. Bombs were heard, 
er came inching in. dropped by Davis, Lts. R. Searle and D. Eden, and The formations were at 25,000 feet. The escort- 
As mist and fog covered England and the lor a tremendous explosion gave evidence that the train ing P-51's and P-47’s had been drawn off to other 
wds, vast numbers of troops were being » 1. The had been loaded with ammunition or V-2 rockets. battles, and the first enemy aircraft seen were two jet 
Nuzi war machine girded itself for a final, supreme jobs that streaked high over the formation. A dog 
t, and Field Marshal Karl von Runsted? car 
ted his men and armor to the Arde) Fo 
On the 16th of December, 1944, th, 
loose with artillery. Their patrols began t 
igainst the thinly-held American lines, The ¢ 


; ° fight could be seen several miles ahead, where the 
The second Christmas at Thorpe Abbotts was a : : 

sky was marked by contrails. Then there was no time 
to look at anything but the gunsight and the enemy. 


FW 190’s and ME 109’s attacked in elements of 


more reflective one. The chapel was well attended, and 
the old familiar carols were Tannoyed into the clear 
night and across the face of a silver, cold moon . 


two, three and four, swooping, rolling and breaking 
a moon that looked down on the station and on the me ‘ 


is f e a seal ce . 
ts had done their work well and western front, where the fighting was bitter and the 
‘ Bb wh } ae Tas é & 
week when Allied air power could not operate. armies locked. exploded after one attack Lt. W. Wilson was 
The Americans bent and gave, and t/ 1) Christmas also saw the opening of the Big Top ' r rr es - Sree abe x i , . 
j ‘ iq od i 2 D - 4 >a ‘4 ‘4 eee 
hosts of the Webrmacht poured throu j chpped and lost altitude, disappearing from sight 


Club, for the edification of the men ranking from 5 s 
“h ; ' : ba . W. Ma : : -r VHF >» had | w 
There was death and pain in the fog of battle, private through buck sergeant. Lt ayo reported over VHF that he had lost two 


called f ts. | : ‘the 75 r ! = : ngines and might lose a third. He expected to ditch 
oe called tor. Le ¢ as the 75-Ton Tigers loomed up and broke through. On December 29, Maj. J. Wallace and Lt. G. nes i a might low depbeieie Abt gatas 
Kretow and §. Rhode were at the * and was last seen over Speikeroog Island. . . . 


off their attacks 300 yards or more from their targets. 


They concentrated on stragglers. Blackman’s ship 


Jer technique was 


ere was also heroism and self-sacrifice in the fog Brown led formations of the group to Frankfurt, and € f the Hundredth w d 
“ie aan . ae sunners of the Hundre yere pounding away 
As the Germans pushed on toward the Ist Arm) the efforts of lead bombardiers Lts. W. Titley, E. B . : 


i ; from every position. ... T Sgt. R. Dunker saw a 
Headquarters at Spa, emergency calls sent ever) Lockhart and T. Barrett put the bombs squarely on Rcsive olin : (ee or see saalieienis 

: . : aut pi bail out as his F -augh ¢ from 
ivailable man into the line. Since the attack b pie: ma OU cauy ce Fee 


bombs 


; the marshalling yards. 

only one mission had been com plete d, when pianes hit One man was killed in action on the 28th, but 
ail lines af Mainz on the 18th. the fatality was not caused by enemy action. $ Sgt. 
“Every available man” meant just that. T! C. Bodenheimer flew as engineer and top turret gun- 
hers and the clerks picked up guns. The medics and = ner with Lt. G. Parsons. While the aircraft was over 
wdnance men picked up guns. So did the quarier- France, the gunner left his position to aid the pilot 
er outfits and the salt age men. They became and co-pilot with their flak suits. As he climbed from 
infantry men in hurry. The men at Monschan hel the turret, his glove caught on the switch. The turret 
t. The name Bastogne and Gen. McAuliffe’s ri spun, pinning Bodenheimer between the turret and 

“Nuts!” to a call for surrender became a syn the oxygen bottles on the wall, crushing him. 


an accurate burst... . Sgt. R. Jonson fired from the 
Waist position and watched his target blow up. . . . 
Lts, J. Dye, J. Harbison, Sgts. L. Hebert, P. Hall, 
R. Levin, R. Wilson, P. Kick and J. Boden destroyed 
enemy fighters... as did § Sgts. T. Whitacre, F. Crist, 
G. Griffin, R. Mullaney, J. Nielson and T) Sgts. G 
Holland, W. Harris, N. Nance. . . . Gunners teamed 
up on kills. . Sgt. D. Jessel, S Sgts. E. Blan, G 
Weaver and D. Young... . T) Sgt. J: Wolos destroyed 
; ; : two planes... . 
heroism, Frantic attempts were made to revive him with SI red woolike marche Mog Pons 
f hips flared up like matches struck against the 

emergency oxygen and artificial respiration. The air- 

craft dropped out of formation to a lower altitude and 
On the 24th, the weather finally broke, and th attempted to land at an emergency field, but the 


sky, held there for a brief eternity, then tossed care- 
lessly to earth, ... Lt. P. Carroll’s plane sustained an 
es got back into the air. The Hundredth sent field was closed. All attempts to save Bodenheimer’s Fe ae =A ekg chaaharats r 
anes in the greatest display of strength sinc life failed. . . . Lt. J. Morin called at 1250 hours, saying he had twe 
wounded men aboard and would attempt to reach 
It was the final day of the year 1944, and the Holland. He had gasoline for one hour flying 


group took off on a mission that was fated to rank Lt. L. Ross’ ship went into a tight spin. . . . Lt. ¢ 


beginning combat operations. 


Formations were led by Capt. Neal Scott and I 

Jones... by Capt. J. Robinson and Lt. G. Brow 
by Capt. E. Wooten and Lt. J. DePlanque 

. J. Gibbons and Capt. J. Ernst . . . and 
. J. Ricker and Lt. F. Craft. . 

556 men flew against Germany from Th 
\bbotts as navigators Lts. E. Wilcox, L. Kimball, I 
ppell, J. Krepismann, A. Juhlin and F O ¢ 
nyunes led the formations. Bombs were dropped b 
F. Lockhart, W. Titley, A. Tong, C. Svendse 


PY. Barrett with excellent results on the Biblis ar 


high in the annals of the “Bloody Hundredth.” Webster's plane went down in flames and exploded on 
The air over Hamburg was filled with flak as the ground. ... Lt. R. Whitcomb, flying with a com- 

oe the formations approached the target area. It was posite element, was hit in the right wing. The entire 

accurate flak, and it laced into the ships as the bombs wing began to burn and the ship circled for two 

were released. minutes under control before spinning down enve- 
The plane piloted by Lt. F. Henderson was struck loped in flames. . 

on the bomb run, and dropped sharply, crashing into Le. W. MacNab was leading the "C” Squadron 

the plane flown by Lt. C. Williams, which was low flight. Lt. G. Rojohn flew behind and high. In the 
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and of Major General 
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men who usually slept under f 
xth. The water closets in the la 
solid... . It was winter. 

the second day of January, 194 

and bombed marshalling yards 


without loss... . Fulda was paix 


F 
third, and on the fourth, snow a 


ardship. 
hite mantle was picturesque but 1 
Snow and ice details were on constant 
runways and protect men and mach 
eling sand mixtures over the arteries of t 
sineering men worked on the frigid hardst 
and sliding along the wings, whipped | 


winds. 


On January 3, 1945, a commendation 
n Headquarters of 3rd Air Division, by 
E. Partridge. . . 
The 351st Bombardment Squadron 
nmended for outstanding performance o 


1 against the enemy during the period 31 


2 November 1944, During this period, the sq 
participated in fifty-two (52) consecutive 


1 


out the loss of a single crew or aircraft. Or 
rations, more than 400 aircraft were 


id only eleven (11) aircraft aborted. I 


dred and forty-three (843) tons of high 


1d 


incendiary bombs were dropped on ene 


which included Venlo, Hamburg, Berlin, 


W 


haven, Bremen, Magdeburg, Munster, Merseb: 


is Szolnok, Hungary and the supply mi 
saw, Poland. Although many of the airc 
ned from these missions with extensive 
highly efficient maintenance crews 
repaired the crippled bombers and enab! 
igeous airmen to resume operations in the shor 
time, The skill in operational plannin £ 
courage displayed by the combat crews 
have not only insured the high deg: 
ency necessary to establish this record, but 
resulted in a material contribution to the suc 
ecution of the war against the enemy. 


rl 


is splendid teamwork, courage and de 
lisplayed by the Officers and men of 


irdment Squadron reflect the highest 
themselves and che United States Arm 


On the Continent, the squeeze was being app 
the Bulge, and the Nazis fell back slowly in 


w. The men on the base listened to the “wirele 
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On the fifth, the target was Frankfurt, and two 
additional raids were completed by the tenth. Cologne 

mm tap for the tenth, and the ships rose into the 
larkness at 0800 hours. The sky was overcast as they 
wheeled and climbed and disappeared into the clouds. 
The morning was filled with the throb of engines. 

Suddenly 


floorboards of heaven were being torn up. Then a 


. there was a sound as though the 


grinding, descending note climaxed with a heavy, 
solid crash. Men ran to doors all over the base to see 
where the plane had fallen. A thick pillar of smoke 
mushroomed upwards from the area behind station 
sick quarters. 

~ Someone found a helmet in the field across the 
road. Others said that they had seen three . . . four 
parachutes come down to the south of the field. No 
one was sure. Then someone figured that the ship 
had crashed near the bomb dump. Or was it too far to 
the right? No... it was the dump. . .. 

A healthy explosion settled all arguments. Then 
the rat-tat of machine-gun fire. . . . A solid explosion 
put a period to the sentence. It had definitely hit the 
dump. For the next hour and a half, it proclaimed 
this news to the countryside. Great clouds of smoke 
punctuated with phosphorus and steel went rolling 
up and down the field. Men left in a hurry for the 
safety of the off-base roads and filed steadily across 
the snow-covered fields, accompanied by the civilians 
who lived on the base. Rabbits struck off across the 
snow in a dead line away from the sounds and fury of 
the exploding area. 

The noise died down at 1130 hours, and the 
smoke cleared. It began to look as though the fire- 
works were at an end. 

At 1315 hours, there were more explosions. 
Headquarters began to watch the creep of the fires 
with some concern. It was headed for the 2000- 
pounders If they went Instructions were issued 
for the closing of all blackout blinds to prevent the 
shatter of glass. Everyone sat still and waited 

At 1500 hours, the fires were out. Blackout 
blinds were opened. Wreckage of the plane, w hich 
was verified as having been from one of the neighbor- 
ing bases, was strewn for hundreds of yards. The 
crews of the Hundredth returned from the mission 
to listen for once to the ground men’s stories of the 
WA aie 5 


On January 10, the group visited Cologne. Lt. J. 
Dodrill, commissioned a first lieutenant pilot at the 
age of 19, which made him the youngest first pilot in 


w: Lts. D 
llhams, R. Bayer Sets. D. Pitman, G. Bennett, 
Mitchell, Sets. M. Warner, G. Joseph and R. Tol 

As the Germans moved back in an orderly man 
ner on he ground, the group visited Derben on the 
14th, led by Maj. D. Lyster and Lt. D. Raiford. The 
lead navigators were Lts. C. Roesel and C. Scott 

At 1230 hours, bandits were announced, and the 
group was hit by 50 FW 190's and ME 109’s. The 
engagement was brief and sharp, and gunners S Sgts. 
W. Dondero, D. Reynolds, H. Lehman, Sets. V. 
Maxted, J. Judd and W. Hayes brought down enemy 
aircraft No Hundredth ships were lost, and bom- 
bardiers Lts. D. Eden and J. Orendorff hit the under- 
ground oil storage tanks with excellent results. 


These were the days when the men of the ground 
forces went about their tasks with a new greeting. 
..."Whattya hear from Lear? 

Gen. Ben Lear had been newly appointed to the 
ETO, and the men 


the announcement that replacements for the Queen 


connected the appointment to 


of Battles would be gleaned from the air forces ground 
personnel. This was something to be reckoned with. 
Some men volunteered. Others waited and wondered, 
and on the 20th of the month, the first of the infantry 
shipments left the base. 


There was a mission to Mannheim on the 21st, 
znd then the weather had a field day. For seven days, 
the ships sat on their tires as snow, sleet and rain 
alternated and filled the static pools, which spread into 
the roads. Everything leaked and all of nature enjoyed 
a wild and wet spree. 

It let up on the 28th, and the group went out to 
hit a bridge at Duisberg. Neal Scott and Raiford led 
this attack, and bombardiers Eden, Titley and Searle 
came through. ... The following day, Maj. H. Cruver 
and Capt. G. Brown led to Kassel. The weather was 
still extremely bad, and many of the groups aloft 
turned back. Others were forced to hit targets of op- 
portunity. 

Despite the fact that all the radar equipment on 
the three lead ships of the Hundredth became inopera- 
tive, navigators Lts, C. Roesel and J. Krepismann con- 
tinued on to the primary target. After the mission, 
they noted on their report that “Navigation results 
do not seem too good, .. .”’ Later, the Hundredth was 
commended as being the only group in the entire 
Eighth Air Force to hit the primary target that day. 
The navigators report was subject to great dis- 
count.... 

A near-tragedy was averted on the last day of the 


roaching the Oder River and the war x 
». Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill met j 


as the first month of 1945 passe d into | 


February began inauspiciously. There 
mission on the first. Berlin was the scheduled t 
the second, but the mission was scrubbed. Ther 
a cold tang in the air and plenty of overc 
Eastern England. There was an air of finality 
the news. It seemed to be the home stretch, and Ail 
rms all over the globe girded for the pay-off 
Hopes rose at Thorpe Abbotts. The handwritir 
on the Nazi wall of conquest began to etch a 


deeper, and the experts of the gas death trains, 1! 


heroes of the Dachau crematoriums and the matt 


men of Lidice began to quake in their ersatz } 


cin Phillips aids reunion of Pfc. B. Will, 2nd Div 
T/5 Sgt. G. Will, Aying with 100th 
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TRAINING a s = =~ GUNNERY 


Non | (=e ee 


a wt yrs i © 


t Major R. Cohen Capt. R. Berry 
es o ~y} —_ 2 a mete ~ ~ 
r _ rate A oA B 
) : - m3 - 2 = > « ol 


at be >) we { Fn 


Col, Sam L, Barr Lt. Col. Robert W. Stivers Major Johnston ®. Staples 


Lt, R. McAtee Lt. W. Anderson Copt. E. Muttersback 
the navigators plotted the course of the star 


the gunners sharpened their eyes on tar 
blister hangar. 


With Colonel Jeffrey’s arrival on the base, 
great emphasis was placed on lead crew ¢ 
and the men who were to lead the large for 
across the battlegrounds of Europe rece 
prehensive instruction and review by seasoned 


personnel. 


“ . - F L. to Ri: ®. Holde; H, fearnow, 8. Dobson, &. Taylor, L to R: J. Johnson, J. Hole, J. Andrews, R. Stoner 
Station Training, in all its functions and units, 


: M. Compbell, 351st Instructors P. Buchanan, E. Gunderson. 350th Instructors 
played an important role in preparing t 


f litching their tremendous tasks in the skies ‘ . *& ; » ‘ 
Before the men of the crew took to th ETO. ve _x 7 (t- 
the bombardiers work t on th mb trainer ‘ 


ome] 


$ to Ro Follick, C. Merrill, J. Hood, E. Allen, R. Macintyre, B. Bleisch L. to R.: L. Elijah, G. Forbes, C. Tipton, R. Dawson, S. Templ. ?. Hamilton 
J. Scope. 349th Instructors. 418th Instructors 


Lt. W. Sweeney 


Troining Lecture Room 


Bey a ie : 
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LINK TR a = = EBOMB TRAINER 
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Headquarters S A 
panic econ? 


W. Sharp, Pet. J. Droz, Cpl. C. Stokes 


ee ae 
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ed 


tk re hse sop niceties 


S/Sgt. M. Spangler 
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L. to R.. J, Dickenson, A Jistel, S. Payne, W. Howell, A 


R. Lowheod, R. K 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


T 

A hoto.; T Sgt. D. Brodley, Aerial Photo,; S Sgt. G 
sgt J. Hibbard, Cpl. V. McNalley, Sgt. |. Gootnick, T/Sgt. RM 
° to.; S Sgt. G. Anderson, Sgt. E. Havacker, T Sgr. P. 


pl. J. Lonzitatto, Sgt. McSheo, S, Sgt. Farina, Cpl 
Mer, Cpl. E. MacCollister, L to R. Front: Pfc Howord. 


Cop. J. Schwarz, Pfc. R. Beach, Sgt. E. Brinley 
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Hospital 


" 
yt Liral 


, , 
Vet cb Naina 
4 qe he 


Klancher, Pfc. C. Honey, Pfc. R. Welch, Pfe. G. Smith 


C. McCorthy, Capt. J. Hardy, Major L Je 
er, Pfc R. Lee, Cpl. W. Crawley, Sgt. Dabk 


, 


Fy PT 


»y the various squadron 
wv seated in that infernal 


‘ 


t the base were at all times 
ittention possible. 

en with a hypo. Their 

. They performed their 

ind applied sulpha drugs 

he latest examples of medical 


ind successfully to preserve 


L. to R.: T, Sgt. L. Hulin, Sgt. E. Bantley, $/Sgt. C. Christensen 
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~ 
S$, Sgt J Crookshonk, § Sgt. R. Mathis, Capt. H. L. Hollingsworth 
*, L. Strohkirch, Sgt. A Carlisle, Cpl. E. Reineker 
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fe. C. Chalk, Sgt. Weismilles, Pfc. Esccve, Sgt. M 
B. Lindle. Rear Row L. to R.: Pvt. P. Genelle, Sgt. 6 
r, Sgt. G. Hammett, Sgt. E. Roseberry, M Sgt. C 


% tation 
aa MESSING 


ess Personnel. Rear, L. to R.: Fedor, Kane, Martin, Davis 
ler, Jockson, Doniels, Sorestad, Finkberine Gilbert, Pereda, R 
Quottrachi, Humphrey, Quenon, Lt. J. Olson, Ponz 


Bakers. L. to R.- $/Sgt. T. Cybulski, Pfc E. Gardner, Cpl. C. Hardin, Cpl 


A. Morris, 
s L. to R: M/ Sgt. C. Carroll, E M. Combet; Sgt jorris, aca ke cae 


erges 
Ficer s Combat; T/ Sgt. J. Quenan, Consolidated Mess; T/Sgt. S. Nopior 
kowski, Officer's Mess 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


LASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DEC 
— r- 


> AMET NIA OZ OO SE yp 


i 
Ky 


} 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


GROUP BOMBARDIERS 


oe Ss 
eF 


Copt. J. E. Dimel Jr 


Capt. A. J. Tong Lt. RLM. Smith Jr Ut. C.J. Milburn 


~_GROUF ARAOK 
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HE sun over an air base in England 
falls very quickly in winter, 
except when it doesn’t come out at all 
which is most of the time. 
The air is heavy with wetness 
and cuts through your flight jacket 
as though you'd forgotten to wear it. 
It's cold and it's damp and you know 
that all the bull thrown about the English climate 
ain’t bull after all. 
So what? You live and you bitch. 
That's your privilege, mac. 


When darkness drops, the Tannoy 

barks out over the base, 

Giving orders in hoarse, loud-speakered tones, 
and the blackout blinds are snapped into place 
The blinds are up at Thorpe Abbotts 

and at Eye, 

at Tivetshall and Horham. 

Cracks of illegal light slant out 

in defiance of the now-empty skies. 

A hut ignores the call to darkness 

and a hurrying CQ on his rounds 

bangs the window with a 

“Get yer goddam blinds up!” 


These are the lazy hours 
and the guys inside are quict. 


The curved, half-cans of metal arch about them, 


holding them close. 

The wet laundry hung near the stove 
weeps silently. 

Sprawled about the Nissens, 

men read Yank and Superman 

and “Strange Fruit.” 

Sprawled about the Nissens, 

men bat the breeze about Piccadilly 
and Dirty Dick's 

and try to fill an inside straight 

And the boys in the Nissens at Thorpe Abbotts 
and Horham, 

at Eye and at Tivetshall, 

ponder the seemingly eternal question 
Will there be a mission tomorrow? 


The coke fire in the reluctant stove 

(the one with the tortoise of iron on the cover 
surrounded by the words “Slow but Sure,” 
glows hot and sends a wisp of smoke 

out into the SORRY night. 

Keep close to that stove. 

Men have been known to freeze to death 
upon moving three feet away. 

A million wisps of smoke 

drift over a million huts in England, 

and the mist creeps in closer 

to watch the ponderous activity 

of the men who wait. 


“Anybody headin’ for the show?” 
“What's on?” 

“Legs Grable.” 

“A lousy actress.” 

“Who watches her act?” 


Cycles on the watered roads are busy 

swishing through permanent puddles 

and sending up a thick spray . 

They splash by the mess hall and turn in... . 
First show starts at 1800 

and the EM line twists to the road, 

the intruding darkness forcing the pocket books 
back into pockets. 

The officers head for their entrance in the rear, 
escaping the outdoors by privilege of rank. 
Cycles on the watered roads are busy 

heading into the Big Top for a bitters 

or a Scotch (at two and six per shot. ). 

Across the road, late diners spill from mess 

as the K. P.’s scrub down the floors. 

The clash of the clipper and plates 

sounds the ending of another mess hall mission, 


Leather boots scuff toward the Sergeant's Club, 
and the bar at the Officer's Club on the hill 

is filling up. 

Amy puts out the sandwiches at the Aero Club 
as the fireplaces toss out heat, 

and Betty or Hilda or Dorothy or Jane 

smiles at the boys. 
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The men on the roads curse “Site Three and the WAAF Site.’ telling their tales to other 


Men of the 349th and officers from the WAAF Site This is Mission No. 255 

disembark. The trucks turn left. This is Field Order 573 

“Sites One and Five” gives the signal for the One Hundredth Bombardment Group 
to men of the 35 1st and 418th. (Heavy 

The trucks turn by the Static Pool It is 24 minutes after midnight 

and head for Site Two. 


’ The men straggle along the roads 
Maybe they think the Buzz-Bomb can toward the Orderly Rooms. 


light.” 
“Maybe it ain’t a Buzz-Bomb. They st 
planes.” “Boy, did I have a time!” 
“It’s a lotta crap, if you ask me.” 
“Shhbh .. . I hear something.” 


move a little faster. 


men in the clubs douse the lights. 


2 men in the Nissen it listening. 
Some go outside and liub atop 
the earth and brick air raid shelters, 
peering off into the gloom. 


The duty officer reaches for his phone 

and begins to call the long list of numbers 
You must let the army know that you're back from his sheet. 

His words register at ordnznce and armament, 
communications, the squadrons. 

"You shoulda seen the tomato I had. The base tosses off its lethargy 
“I've seen some o’them. You can have ‘em.” 


"I saw a good show at the Theatre Royal.” 


like a giant roused from sleep. 


CQ’s slam their receivers and start their rounds 
The sound comes out of nothing "Wonder if an alert’s on... .” “Hey Joe, hit the deck.” 
grows to a dull drone, A muffled “Huh?” 

g the night with unwelcome throb. 


In Operations, the duty officer yawns 
an shivers slightly. 


“Let's go. You've been called out.” 
! and tosses aside his paper. Men enter the Orderly Room in ones and twos, 
The exhaust-light of the Thing 
breaks through the haze 
ff to the north... and slowly crosses. 
- 


The front page is full of the 
imminent fall of Berlin. 


checking to see whether their planes 
were among those scrawled on the board 
There is no sleep in Berlin tonight. in black crayon. 


“Keep goin’, baby, keep goin’ Red Army shells tear German walls “Looks like Monty'll be working on his ship all 
free from their foundations. night.” 
The duty officer yawns again. 


Might as well write home. . 


someone says, and somebody else snickers ner 
The sound grows loud and hollow, “Damn these early briefings.” 

“... Listen. There goes the R.A.F.” 
“It’s just about midnite and I'm on duty again. The farflung British armadas 

Since finishing my 35 missions, 


first like an ancient washing machine 

tb to throw its last bolt, 

then like a plane engine revving in a windy t straggle singly across the night 

and fill the sky with dim, flickering light 
and insistent hum. 


If a human had been at the controls, 
it would have been shrugged off .. . 


I’ve been pulling this stuff 

Gives me a chance to write, anyhow. .. .” 

ut the robot inevitability of the Thing “Boy, that saturation stuff is a snap.” 
ick with a fear of the unknown.... Outside of Operations, “My neck! You can have that night 

Boy, London's catching hell tonight.” a door leads into Message Center. 


Chat’s no lie.” To the right, an Out of Bounds sign 


“You can say that again.” 


Far off, the Thing strikes earth boldly warns. In the high, well-lit Operations Room, 


n explosive shudder. 
»y from Towa looks up: 


“Plowed up at least an acre.” 


“or maybe a couple of kids.” 


All Clear” penetrates each corner 


Behind the sign, the jerky stutter a clerk erases marks and substitutes others 


of the teletype begins .. . 

Secrets run along the machine 

and drop out onto the yellow sheet, 
forming a plan of action in black. 
The operator, tolerantly bored, 


on the huge blackboard of the group's air stren; 
tabulated by crews and planes 

neatly chalked into painted rectangles. 

A board of figures is a heartless thing, 

and a plane Rong dow n 


means that a wet cloth 


(there's nothing more boring than secrets 
wishes himself in bed, wipes the slate free 


ind echoes its news into Site Six. 


he Depot boys have finished talking engines 


ind women and passes, 


j 


but keeps close watch as the machine for a new crew to be neatly chalked in 

unfolds the plan 

ordered by Eighth Air Force, The WAAF Site in dark except for sudden 
planned by 3rd Division, 

executed through 13th Combat Wing 
by the individual groups of the wing 
The message is lengthy tonight, 


ire hitting the sack, 

convoy down the road turns at the M.P. shack j . j , j 

» Liberty Run trucks from Norwich gleams of light which squeeze past hastily drawn 
se ae "Werrarbyenticie blackout curtains. In the darkness, you cannot se the 

ving a quic ’ k 

: moke-inse -d target name awled « > ceilings 

Nis gusta detail tac eae smoke-i scribed ta get names scrawled on the ceiling 

NS Senestaitss, dees weak of the combat barracks. You canot see the men who 

\ll out for Sites Four and Six.” 


The tail gate comes down 


and at stations further along the line will soon be roused to lead formations into actior 
bases at Eye and at Horham, A call wakes Bowman, the $-2 chief, Bowers, the 
at Tivetshall and Medfield, flak man, and Arick, photo interpreter. A jeep waits 


nd men spill into the darkness. I I : 
Th er the teletypes click and whir, outside. In other areas, other key men are shaken from 
The next stop and 
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s, and arrows. As Bowman enters, the ye 


the teletype catch his eye. He studies th 
noting the coded words spotted throughout 
numerous paragraphs. Further down the hall, ar 
room houses rack after rack of impressive, 1 
edgers. The field order has been decoded. an 
men begin the preparation of their parts in the { 
coming briefing. It’s a tough target, a 
Hundredth is leading... . Pens sketch the rout 
Zwalle ... Drummer Lake .. . Hanover. . 

The tables are laden with infor.sation 


product of ingenuity ... of underground movemx 


f the fleet fighters shooting up the Reich 


camera strips. ... 


: rattle of bomb trailers fill the night 
the clatter of impending death. 
The bomb revetments empty onto the broad | 


the four-wheeled carriers, 

ind ordnance men grunt and push 

500 pounders up the beams. 

A bomb revetment is a haven for bombs 
which is invariably built on a lower level 
than the surrounding terrain. 

When it rains, the water gets about a foot deep 
and it’s no fun to play around 

with 500 pounders 

and slosh through water at the same time. 

The trailers fill up. 

Goodwin and Hollingsworth call out the number 
of the ship to be loaded, 

and the bomb truck pulls out with a crew abo 
(In the morning, Heffernon will tabulate 
number of bombs shipped by air to Germany 


and incorporate them into a receipted report. 


The commanding officer enters the War R 
Col. Thomas S. Jeffrey, Jr., is a short, terse comm 
pilot of a visibly determined nature. A young n 
a pencil-line mustache, he is a veteran of 2 
missions, and knows every trick and all the ropes 
wrial warfare over the European continent. Decorat 
t only by his own, but also by the French 
Polish governments, Jeffrey has contributed much 
the Allied effort. He has led division and Fighth A 
Force formations in long sweeps from St. Silvain 
Arad, Roumania, and now, in the early hours of 
ebruary 3, 1945, he studies the lacquered surface of 
x¢ wall map. Flak positions are indicated by colored 
s, and Jeff’s glance alternates between field orde 
and map... checking places . . . times. 


Being a group commander means staying on the 
ground most of the time, being more on the adminis- 
trative and planning end than on the end of execution 
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That's the way i ‘ out. Responsibil 
with it the necessity for survival. He smiles v 


turns to the target. 


In the fuze hut, men are busy 

setting the M-103’s and the M-106's. 

Destruction is a scientific accomplishment. 

The instructor at Ordnance School had said 

“A bomb set off on impact don’t do as much damage 
as a bomb that digs through and blasts up.”’ 


Once the fuzes and fins are on the bomb trucks, 
they head for the line, 

an ever-increasing flow of traffic 

clattering over the concrete roads 

he disturbing putt-putt of the C-10 generators 
reverberate down the perimeter, 

as armorers check bomb racks 

and set up stations in the bomb bay. 

The guards, carbine slung over shoulder, 
hang around and watch. 

A generator sputters and dies, 

leaving in its wake a duo of cursing armorers, 
who check the tank and find it empty 

They hurry to mix oil with octane, 

a respiratory mixture to revive lifeless armatures 
Jeeps run up and down the line, 

adding to the pulsating beat of this, 

the prelude to a mission. 

Scattered pieces and phrases 

slowly slip into place 

like some gigantic jigsaw puzzle, 

a puzzle in which failure to solve 

means loss of life. 

Cables and men strain, 

and bombs slowly rise from the trailer, 

to be snapped into place on the rack. 

As the bomb bay fills, 

the photo man shows up 

and lifts the floorboard in the radio room 
behind the sweating armorers 

He sets the K-21 in the mounts, 

pre-sets shutter speed and light opening, 
turns on the internal heater 

so that the high altitude will not freeze 

the shutter into immobility, 

and with a sympathetic cluck 

at the cranking armorers, 

leaves as the oxygen truck pulls up 

and takes a pressure check. 


“Hey Jack, when’s briefing?” 
“Four-fifteen.” 


N 
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In the small room behind the duty ofhcer 
group navigators and bombardiers are busy 
(yr sby hums t himself as he consults the tield order, 
spins the E6B computor, reads and jots down the 
data. Another navigator recomputes while a third 
plots the entire mission on a chart called a “mercator.” 

Don Ventriss and Cliff Milburn are more inter 
ested in bombs and check for proper and effective 
dropping with grid and computor. Later, the informa 
tion will be absorbed by a roomful of men. Now it 1s 
quiet. There is no air of urgency present. The men 
work with deliberation, and lengthening lines of hg 
ures on charts point out the progress. Pike, the weather 
man, hands in his report The observations and pre 
dictions gathered by the weather office play a major 
part in the pre-computation acts of both navigation 
and bombardment. Times and winds drastically affect 
aircraft speed and bombing accuracy 

The room is bathed in technical terminology 
Drift... control points bunches . . . fixes 
intervalometer settings ... mils. . . . The mission de 
pends on the faithful translation of this terminology 
into action.... 


The bomb load is safely tucked 

into the arched bomb bay. 

A jeep wheels into the hardstand 

as ordnance men finish their task 

of screwing fuzes into the mouths of bombs. 

Lt. Rosenfeld checks the loading 

and the ordnance man standing by, says: 
‘Everything OK, sir?” 


“Fine .. Hope the sky clears, though 


“Yeah. It’s just about time for ‘em to scrub it.” 


Time creeps through the mist 

ind in the squadron areas, 

CQ's are busy rousing the engincering men, 
men W ho hx the engines, 

change the engines, 

curse the engines . 

the airpl ane mec anics of the line 

The V shiver as the must crawls under GI lankets 
and creeps into their bones 

The flight chief groans and raises his head 
One by one, they leave the sack 

and hurry into leather clothing 


The armorers with ships to sweat out, 


1 
remain on the line, hoping to catch fifty winks 
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he usual fare. Men who can 
juice Cur 
following the cafeteria style of 

I of food for themselves. 

In the combat officers mess, they grab plat 
qucuc up at the not stove in the kitchen The 
litt the food from the stoves, and with a mov 
borne of long experience, flip it onto the held 
plates. Men head into the dining hall. , 

The Chapel stands solemn in the mist. 
\ sliver of light at the side entrance 
pins the darkness back, 
and thin flashlight beams 
occasionally find the door. 
Men pass in and out. 
The Chaplain stands in the small sanctuary, 
listening to fears and doubts, 
misgivings and misdeeds. 
he boy will leave soon on his eleventh mission 
He kneels and the Chaplain, 
with voice low as the light in the room, 
quiets fear and absolves 
ntent toward evil. 
Spiritualism is strong in the room, 
and the gunner... leaving, 
takes with him some of the essence of this room 
Men pass in and out. 


Station 139 has awakened to a mission mor 
The clatter in the mess halls, the shuffle along ti 
roads, the beams of light give promise of a slow 
Ww dening radius of action, This action 1s being d 
plicated over East Anglia at neighboring bases. 
\t Horham, the 95th Bomb Group also stirs. . 
Pye, the 490th prepares, at Tivetshall and at Wa 
im, combat men eat powdered eggs in crowde: 
mess halls 
At the control tower, the flying control officer 
ng the taxi and take-off order for the \ 
lent and shadowy forms sitting in the scattered di 
nts outside. At briefing time, he will receis 
1ence of the take-off, and will plot their f 
novements with the care and precision of a Toscar 
downbeat . .. so many seconds interval .. . a certai 


position at a certain time 


\ corporal enters the main briefing room. 

The click of light reveals 

the large ceiling-to-wall map, 

the map used for touring Germany by air. 
Che room is cold, and the corporal 

shivers slightly as he consults the field order. 
He pierces the map with multi-colored pins 
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ng the br 


briefed route 

Then he arms himself with a rool of 

and begins his assault 

He runs a strip from Thorpe Abbotts 

across the Channel into France 

and across I rance, 

into Germany and across the face of Germany, 
ripping it off after a deep penetration 

He decorates the route with arrows, 

pointing out spots along the tape 

where the bombers are to meet the fighter escort. 


As at previous briefings, 

he could see the faces 

which would soon fill the empty chairs 
The young fages, 

the eager faces, 

the scared faces, 

the veteran faces, 

all looking for the tape that seemed 


to stretch endlessly into Germany. 


The corporal turns as two figures enter 
and busy themselv es with the two stoves, 
prying loose the ashes of yesterday. 

Their efforts are none the less heroic 

since the room is fated to be cold 

no matter how many stoves are red in heat. 
Intelligence men enter and place their charts 
strategically around the room 

The corporal has finished his work, 

and shields the bricfing map 

from those who prematurely enter. 

He leaves. 


Along the hallway outside the briefing room, 
Sgts. Will Smith, Rubin Kramer and Larry DuPraz 
are laying out charts, maps and escape kits in the Map 
Room. They will prepare the navigator’s bricfing 
room. Stoves gasp and struggle to preserve some sm all 
measure of heat. 

Out in the locker room, Air Corps Supply men 
are preparing the flying officers heated clothing, pa 
chutes, harnesses, .. . Equipment is checked. 

A weapons carrier on the road disgo 
and the military police post their guards at 
de ors 

The crews are arriving, and the officers jump off 
as the trucks stop, then start again with their lighter 
load toward the gunner’s briefing. Men walk up and 
others swing up on cycles. The maim briefing room Is 
ready and the men drift through the door 

The usual greetings are exchanged. More men 


©) We got us a suite at the Regent Palac 

I like their mattresses 

“Listen to that shack-hound.” 

Look, boy you don’t go to museums either 

The laughter is a little too loud. The chairs fill 
up. The pilots, navigators, bombardiers take their 
places. In the front row, a few empty and imposing 
armchairs gape ac the platform, waiting tor the com 
ing of the Old Man, his staff and the squadron com 
manders. A co-pilot in a corner sends out a yawn in 
protest of the early hour. 

The room 15 almost full There sa quicter mur 
mur now, and anxious eyes shift to the wall map, 
where the secret lies hidden. Men are a little jumpy 
now | ater when they actu ally tace the situation, 
they will be calmer. Now, they are tense and filled 
with the fruits of the mess hall. 

Late-comers are arriving. Armament in the per- 
son of Capt. Mitchell and engineering in the person 
of Maj. “Butch” Rovegno enter. Both have been up 
some time, inspecting bomb loads and leting the 
preparations for the long haul. Capt. Ropert Major, 
Station Ordnance ofhcer, and Capt. Alfred Iannac- 
cone, communications, also push into the room. 


The gunners are sprawled around i: the dim-lit 


loor against the wall and 


hallway They sit on the f 
wait for their briefing officer. The hallway is jammed 
with the men who have finished dressing in the locker 
room and now wait and talk. 

“So the Ist Sergeant comes in early and 
congratulates us on our barracks,” explains a 
man from Crew No. 50. “Comes the afternoon 

they slap us on a rock detail for having a 
lousy-looking barracks!” 
‘That's T. S., brother!” 

“Boy! If that ain't the army!” 

There are men from big main streets and men 
from rural routes in the hallway. There are men who 
laugh at readers of poetry and men who think poetry. 
There are men like Sgt. J. Ciaccia, T Sgt. D. Crozier, 
Sgt. M. Bogard and Set. D. Ingraham, who one month 
back had written the words of a poet into his diary 

‘But I’ve a rendezvous with Death 


At midnight in some fl 


aming town 
When Spring trips north again this year, 
And I to my pledged word am true, 


I shall not fail that rendezvous.” 


The hallway, already crowded, bulges as ad 


tional crews push their way in. The EM from 
Yo. 18, Dineen, Klein, Ryken, Wilson, Torm 
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DS a SWeaty 


ing back! Big B! 


gunner’s briefing ro 
no suggestios 
the capital of the Reic 
these men as it does to men all 
There is the usual nervous banter, ti 
Some bite their lips, swallow hard, an f some- 
thing else. 
There is no evidence of any chal 
perform their job 


ese Men 
» . » and perf it well 
Some will perform it magnificen 


ut now, 
is banter and whooping it up and 


look at the map and watch the larg 
point out where to expect friendly { 
to Berlin. . 


as they 
arrows 


route 


The Old Man faces his men in t 
room. It 1s still, and through the black 
the nebulous sounds of base movement subcon- 
sciously into the minds of the men in the room. A door 
slams. . . . Footsteps are heard in the h 

tr uck roars impatiently outside. 

come lost as a voice is heard. . . . 

“It’s Berlin again this mor: he Rus- 
sians are fighting close to the subur ind can 
use a little help against German Cc nunications 
and transportation. As you know, we've been 
inactive for the past five days. Had two missions 
scrubbed. . . . Bremen and Berlin last mis- 
sion... to Kassel . . . was a good . Our 
target today is the heart of Berlin, ur group 
will lead the entire 3rd Division. Maj. Rosenthal 
will lead “A” Group of the 13th at Wing. 
The wing will spearhead the divisi iximuM 
effort. I want all pilots. . . .” 

The pilot is one of these young-old His face 
is youthful, but decp-set eyes and tl circles 
around them give evidence of bis facing ixteen 
times. It leaves a certain im print, thi ng eight 
men and 60,000 pounds of plane throu yful of 
lak over Merseburg .. . through a squ f FW 
10’s spitting 20mm shells over Hamburg. Ut 
jut a certain amount of fatalism, a realization of the 
minuteness of an individual against the | re of the 
times, and yet, paradoxically, also a rea f the 
im hortance of an individual (one unit of man acting 


«ith other units of man to form the pr f the 


fimes.) 


The gunners are listening int: 
officer. . . . “Keep those currets t 


i ie 
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1] when 
(He points ‘ yn the 


will be encountered here . . . and here 


Maj. Wallace now steps up on the platform 
main briefing room. ... 
“Our group will begin take-off at 0715 
hours. You will start engines at 0650 hours. 0700 
hours is taxi time. Col. Jeffrey has told you that 
we're leading the division. Rosenthal and Ernst 


will lead in Aircraft No. 379... .” 


Aircraft No. 379 glints in the semi-darkness. The 

bored guard is leaning against the bloated left tire. 
nside the tent, the armorer catches some shut-eye 
before the engineering men and crews get out. The 
mist retreats slightly. Somewhere along the line, a 
truck wheezes and Sambrailo stirs. The vehicle passes 
and turns into the hardstand. 

The guard gets up. “Halt! Who goes there?” 

The driver of the weapons carrier says “Engin- 
eering” with a smirk in his voice. (This is kid stuff.) 

“Okay,” the guard says as two men jump from 
the rear of the carrier. 

Wildrick (the Master) and Shelton (the Buck) 
bend slightly to clear the entrance of the tent, then 
switch the light on. Sambrailo rises. 

“Want a hand?” 

“Let’s turn those props through and pre-fiight 
this thing.” 

The three men leave the tent. The guard is now 
leaning against the right tire. The men work and pull 
through number one. Props 2, 3, and 4 are laboriously 
twisted, and Shelton climbs into the cockpit. Wildrick 
cocks an eye at the engine as Shelton starts the prim- 
ing process. 

The prop starts convulsively, spins once 
coughs, continues to move. The cough becomes rack - 
ing ... blue flames shoot rearward from the exhaust 
and the cowling shivers violently as the engine roars 
to life. 

Wildrick signals an OK with upraised thumb as 
the engine is brought up to a fine pitch and then down 
to a steady drone. Soon, all four engines sing their 
song of power, and Aircraft No. 379 quivers in ec 
stasy, throbbing its message into the very marrow of 
the men on the hardstand. Up and down the linc 
and on all lines on all bases, answering roars . . . the 
mating cry of the B-17 ... welcome the new addi- 


tions to the symphony of lust. . . 


The outdoor throb lends emphasis to the 
operations ofhcer: “Et Hansen will be Squadron 


ron in Aircra 

tight and shift responsibilities in the usual man- 
ner if any emergencies arise. Hit the control 
points on time. . Bombing will be done by 
groups, and second runs are not authorized All 
units will stay in bomber stream as deviation has 


always resulted in fighter attacks. .. . 


You think of funny things sometimes . . . like 


that bombardier in the second row. Not more than 


24 and he has a mission for cach year. He thinks of 


the scornful look the armorer gave bim last time when 


he 


lipped his bolt studs in wrong and the hydraulic 


chargers wouldn't charge on his chin turret guns. His 
mind sharply returns to the present and rivets on the 
S pe aker.... 


. . and as a last resort target, use any 
military objective positively identified as being 
in Germany and ten miles east of the current 
bomb line... . Are there any questions?” 


Maj. Bowman has a long pointer and says: “Let’s 


have the slides, please.” The room is darkered and an 


acrial picture is flashed on the wall. 


“The target lies on a line between the large 
open area northwest of the city... here... 
and a large airdrome just south of the target . . . 
here. Flak is expected to be moderate to intense 
with accurate tracking over this area. The Rus- 
Sians are here «> Mm the suburbs + and they 
will see you. Their aircraft recognition signals 
will be cwo or three dips of the right wing. ... 
At the JP, you will avoid flak here . .. and here 


. if you turn on time. ... 


as he weather man passes up his poop 

“You have clear weather, visibility four 
miles at base. 3. 10th strato-cumulus, tops 4 to 
5,000 becoming 6 to 9 10ths with occasional 
breaks over the Continent, breaking to nil over 


the IP and target... . / Any questions?” 


The men get ready to set their watches 


Twenty seconds ... fifteen... ten... five 


tw 


one. + « Flack,” 


The tension breaks and the main briefing is over, 


The room gets noisy, and only the pilots remain seated 


as they await a few words for Jeff. The gunners brief- 
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he assurance of routine. This ro } f t at t de tosses a p ot ripec C ne, t unners reenter the tents. H 


1 complements the showdown ite cleaning patches alor Je the gur id there w gunner tinds difhculty with his 


eff 
ommand scattered through | ngland 1 Reckon we might as well clean'em,” che t cape ¢ ls for an armorer 

pasture by grazing cow .. . through windine + j gunner says reluctantly, and the men struggle to their A truck pulls up and the navigator jumps off. He 
gray-beard town. And the metal mo iF feet and approach the gun table He joins the men in t as they check clothing, 


hazily against the haystacks, stand in we The Cal. 50's await their dissection with a stoi don heated suits, drag flak suits from the large pack 


c alm borne of numerous missions and even more nu- ing crate near the entrance and hn ally, just Wait The 

The truck with 351st in white ng merous dissections. Lying oily and stripped on a pilot keeps glancing at his watch. 
on the tailgate, turns into the dispersal px ; greasy table, they resemble anything but the sudden Outside, the darkness seems even darker than it 
applies the brakes and eases his bulk fron death they are in the air. did three hours ago. Time slips by imperceptibly, but 


wheel. Crew members are jumping to The gunners meticulously wipe the oil from the now it is 0645 hours on this day ... February 3, 1945 

7 i + 7 } r } 7 i » 7 the " » hey 
ging their bags after them and leaving t sitanar parts. It does not pay to brush on too much oil when and men move from the tents to the ships. They 
under the Fort’s wing. “Pappy” wai pene the expected temperature will hit 50 below. They ad drag their equipment up through the waist door 


nas emptied, then resumes his Scat an ‘ith a Good 
luck | ” 2 
luck, boys,” waves and wheels his baby 


imeter, 


just headspace, reassemble the parts and slam the back the nose hatch ... the tail... They slam the doors 
plate down on the completed effort. The navigator has shut 

not arrived from his briefing, and the rad oman cle ans 

his guns for him. With the task completed, the met The planes on the ground are ready, 

relax once more. and one hundred and fifty-two power plants 


positions 


The men head for the tent, bend 
¢ flapping piece of canvas that invarial 
- | T 
r heads. The armorer sits tinkering « 


Along here pointin 
guns and you are explode on the hardstands. 


your course later at tl hut . 1 't ge Ay ail g r says. Men are ready to pit their training, 
‘ e later at th chute for the tail guns. The two mech I don’t get it tail gunner sa pit th g 


bing their hands. 


“Where the hell do they expect us ” >| i } 
avoutid heres” : shake me outta the sack Planes are ready to pit their structural magic, 


informat onto th They've got plenty of spare gunners. I come back wits and luck against the wilting flowers 


from London at midnight, and three hours later they »f the once-haughty, now-harassed Luftwaffe. 


Buncher “You're indispensable, boy. This ol’ war can’t ge fre power and altitude against Pvt. Kockenlocker, 


Nothing like an octane fire.” 


at 0845 hours... . ncher 1 ae “Tell it : : along without you.” ice flak-gunner now backed against a crumbling wall 
I ell it to the brass. They put the ; 


octane fires.” ae Three lousy hours sleep,’ the tail gunner 1 - 2 Berlin suburb 
feet ut Southwol ven fase aien’ ee tenes mourns. Three lousy hours.” ¢ engines retch loudly in the morning air, 
Words and fi i j ion't appreciate safety ru Three quick machine-gun shots cut through the then settle and blend with the rumble and hum 
receptive minds, There 1 appreciate keeping my —— wa morning air. There is sudden movement in the tent of sound along the line. 


The crewmen are tramping in and “Good morn- 


: as everyone hits the floor and hugs tight. The waist 
ings’ are exchanged. A slight pall of semi-embarrass- 


n the room 
gunner curses volubly. The men stay down until it A mechanic runs behind a plane, 


Sinclair, Both 
ment (there is a vaguely uncomfor eclir - seems that all danger is gone, then rise quickly. is whipped by prop-wash, 


have comm recommer 
} tween ground and air men immediately prior to “Some dumb bastard will always shoot off a gun but grabs the wheel-chocks and pulls them free. 
mission) falls over the tent. The air cre j on the ground.” The plane shudders and slowly moves 

the two wooden benches and spills onto the fk “That boy’s buckin’ for a courts-martial.” out to the taxi strip 

oarding, "They busted some tech a couple of days ago for Another plane moves from another hardstand 


Hey! Better give the lieutenant tha kts cuttin’ loose on the ground.” Pilots ease the throttles forward, 


The engineer-gunner grins. “Tell ch neste ‘They won't get me like that,” the tail gunner ind the procession parades before the tower, 


e's suckin’ wind.” says. “I can still be careful ... even with three hours from where a stream of instructions hit the planes 


“We'll have that man court-mart sleep.” Clearup to Jackplane L-love. 


morning,” the co-pilot laughs. “Whaddya say we get them in?” You are cleared to taxi to Runway 28. 


Men who are to spend an eight-hour Good idea. Jacky lane to Clearup. Roger. Thank you. 
death together can relax the rigid rules of ' The rea grasping two guns cach, tramp out bee are pee men — re nes the runway 

, ‘ to the ship. ooms large in the darkness, a monstrous which gleam their signal of flight 
duct without relaxing the responsibility ribs It loc RAE RE tft Uke dar . 6 : 
to hi +} > silver shadow awaiting de fe nsive power ° “ Che procession on the perimeter ts a slow one . 
to his fellow crew man. It is healthy ‘ 


Mist is now lifting, but the cold is stuil damp. planes waddle . . . lurch and squeal to frequent stops 
it is done... . ‘ : : 


in a cacophony of sound. 
he pilot is closeted with the crew chief 


Yeah,” the latter drawls. “The N 
charger'll hold up. We worked on it n 


night.’ 


The Consolidated Mess opens its doors, and cold Then they are all lined up 
men trickle in from the line, cursing the weather and tight against the start of the runway, 
the fates for keeping them up most of the night. roaring a salute to the base before they leave 
Guards just coming off-duty park their helmet liners Aircraft No, 379 hesitates 
The pilot nods, and carbines in a corner and head for food. Anything as Rosenthal and Ernst await the signal. 
The armorer is yanking the guns fron tastes good on a morning like this. 


rt 


the table and sliding them carefu 
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warrants this pyrotechni 
he air, planes wheel . 
e for movement by the leader 
¢ distance, more planes 
and form, 
abstract design that slowly becomes 

ear and shapely and real. 
Ney turn to a new course . 

£:oF Climb... 
he planes head for Buncher 28. 


The Consolidated Mess hums and 
conversation and dishes. A plate smash. 
id the ery of “Rookie!” is hurled at 
The chow line winds in serpentine co 
length of the hall and doubles back. Mc 
not yet slept eat with men who have yet 
day. From the line, the grind of engines 

the mess hall chatter. 

The headquarters clerk is interes 
they going today?” 

The mechanic shrugs. “Don’t kn 
tanks, though. Means a long haul.” 

Cries of “Coffee!” rise to heckle the KI 
slow-time completion of their appointed 
the urns spurn attempts to squeeze anot 
cupful from their dry interiors. A KP sk 
kitchen with two steaming pailfuls, ye 
stuff!” 

Members of the 0729 Club (the 
it 0730) arrive breathlessly, and bitch bit 
bill of fare. 

“Lousy powdered eggs again?” 

I shoulda stood in bed.” 

The chow line moves slowly. Mec! 
he planes in flight, mechanics from Sul 
nspectors, ordnance men and chemical 

is clerks, $-2 personnel, radar men 
- stop... take three steps... m 
1e powdered eggs. 

An ordnance man grins, “Did 
tbout Willie last night? A 500-pou 
mat of the sling and bounced off 
“Bad?” “Nah... we almost hadda « 


A browned-off mechanic: “So the 
i 


lange that wing panel tonight. The 


.” So we work all night. And does the 
ell ne!” 
he clatter of the dishes, the steam 
pper, the genial Quenan supervising, seer 
comers at the door are held at bay 
KP: 


“Whaddya mean, you can’t let us it 
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rive at all 
routine paper 

A Buncher Sta 
a truck 

parked in a field 
The scene is strict] 
and the cows nearby 
and continue to 

in bovine contentm 


This is Buncher 28, 


t 


Southwold, off the Nort 


implemer 


but Buncher 2 
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s the call of yellow 


nd green and red are from the lead 


1 ! 
he straggling machines slowly Pass 


over truck and trailer, 

forming compact units of destruct 

‘he sky above fills with men and pla 

1s groups of the 13th Wing ; 

\ape briefed patterns at briefed rende, 
very thirty seconds, 

cams guide the 390th, 

ie 95th under Frankowsky, 


o search out their friends in the Eneli 


There is no talk from earth to sky 
and sky to earth is still. 


Orders on VHF silence are rigid and ur 


The wing forms and climbs to assem| 
he formations are ready at 10,000 fe 
It is 0843 hours and they head sout! 
two minutes before briefed time. 

The concerted roar fades, becomes diffu 
and the shapes are specks once more 


Buncher 28 balls behind 


with only a beam left to POINE oUt its exist 


At 0852 hours the formations are niles south 
of Ipswich. ,.. With the planes in the air, the Opera- 
tions Room assumes a less harried muen nd settles 
down toa morning and afternoon of routine. Papers 
and folders and sheaves of papers hold the center of 
the stage. 

Capt. Cosgriff and T/Sgt. Davis prey 
statistical records. Clerks clerk and typists 
switchboard rings and clacks efficiently 
tervals. Lt. Gorski hurries with eternal briskness, 
pausing only to answer wayward queries. 

“Any news on the ETA yer?” 

Not yet. The Estimated Time of Ar 
been radioed to the base. Give them tim 

Lt. Col. Wallace, refreshed by a few 
enters accompanied by the tall colonel w 
peared at the briefing this morning. He is | 
Sutterlin, the new Commanding Officer 
Col. Jeffrey has been promoted to the staff 
Deputy A-3 of the U.S. Air Forces in | 
USAFE, formerly USSTAF. Col. Sutterli 
ually be succeeded by Lt. Col. Wallace as | 
mander, and Lt. Col. Harry F. Cruver is s 
sume command after Wallace... . 


The duty officer reaches the society sec 
month-old “Pottsville Courier” when M 
enters his diminutive office. § ‘Sgt. Abney ch 


1 


training schedule with him. Work and tho 
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liar pattern 
the waiting 


id documented on sheets 


wait fulfillment. . 


I 0920 hours 
ind the tight formations leave 
¢ irregular fringe of the tight isle 
ind head across the hidden Channel 
hidden except for brief patches of water 
which manage to evade the cloud formations. 
The aircraft shudder as guns prove their ability 
in test-fire against the clouds. 
Continental Coast: 0955 hours. 
Altitude: 18,000 feet. 
The planes Pass the Holland coast 


north of Amsterdam... five minutes late. 
Hans Brinker, his silver skates 


tarnished by disuse, 
| 


stens ... then clomps down a muddy street 


to safety, 


The clouds are getting thicker 

and thicker and 10/10,.... 

Condensation trails fan out behind the engines 
like the result of a sky-writer 

doing an ad for graph paper. 

The difference is that these men 

sell nothing . . . but carry a payload 

to drop gratis on a dark ideology. 


The gleams of silver are tiny icicles 
hanging from vapor chains across the sky. 
They stretch for miles 

and reach with deadly clasps 

for the heart of Germany. 

There is coldness and beauty in the sky. 
The formations bounce, 

Wing tips rise and fall 

in undulating motion. 

Mouths are dry. 

Engines drone and lift to 24,000 feet 
Men are alert behind Martian masks 
and turrets slowly revolve, 

twin barrels peering for bandits 

38 aircraft... 351 men 

of the One Hundredth Bomb Group 
keep vigil, and seek vainly 

through humped, solid layers of cloud. 


1115 hours, and the lead ship 
turns at the Initial Point. 
The weather is breaking 


and sample swatches of ground are visible. 


. 


ind deadly 


d squadror 

g the 3rd D 
nto the target 
The 


waiting ominously, 


There is a sudden jar felt in the lead ship, 

as though a cloud was attempting to push 
up mnto the pl ine 

Men look and see 

mushrooms of dark flak, 

and hear the fearful cough-puff 

outside the windows 

as the projectiles spit pieces at them. 

The German gunners compute and aim well 
Metal tears metal and Aircraft 379, 
leading the division, 

is wounded by a hit that strikes 

the Number One gas tank . . . che bomb bay, 
tearing and shredding the wiring 

leading to the right side of the bay. 

The aircraft shudders, 

fearful of bursting. 

Rosenthal and Ernst continue the bomb run. 
The cockpit fills with dense, white smoke 
and Rosie opens his window 

to clear the choking fumes 

Fire . . . greatest fear in the air, 

races through the ship. 

The target far below drifts into position 
and Lockhart bends over the sight. 

Indices meet and bombs on the left drop, 
as other bombardiers in other ships 

follow the leader. 


Monick in Aircraft 500 squeezes his bombs out 
and the plane is struck. 

The right wing folds against the fuselage 

and the aircraft twists over on its back. 

The wing tank explodes... there is quick fire 
ind quicker explosion. 


One ‘chute is seen. 


Bombardier Snow on 958 completes his work. 
Purdey on 092 releases 

Both aircraft are mortally injured 

and thresh in agony. 

Number 958 noses over steeply 

and falls away in a tight spin, 

with two ‘chutes floating down. 

Number 092 veers off to the right 
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incering ofhcer is a swarth 
ng since parted from its ha 
ng eyes, amiable grin 
hat is a base landmark. 
No aborts.” He holds up two 
About time,” the chunky M 
soking up from a bombardier report 
ther day, I hear.” 

‘The day we have eight I will px 

f your hundred pound bombs. The 1 
young fellows is. . 
Tell us more, Pop.” 

“Aaaahh. ...” Rovegno makes a 
disgust with his hand. “Not that any 
know, but when are the planes due bac 

“ETA isn’t in yet.” 

Men in far-off skies have compl 
work, and planes wheel over the ¢ 
headings for home. Crosby drops his px 

hand through sandy hair, as Gorsk 
through the door. 

“ETA’s at 1530 hours.” 

Maj. Neal P. Scott was one of the 


\ veteran command pilot with more 
sions, his talents for speaking plainly 
once imperilled his promotions. On oO 
sion over Merseburg, he had grossly insu 
ver VHF as the general, leadin,: the 
evaded the target due to the intensity 
“Hope they don’t have too many 
“Holes aren't neat,” Crosby obser 
too many of them.” 
“You and me both,” Milburn sav« 
on that Munster job. I still dream abou 
“You were flying with Rosie then 
Milburn nods. “That was a rot 
Bloody Hundredth was just about 
day. 
“You were lucky to get back on th 
“You're not kidding. Rosie got us 
engines. We lost twelve out of thirteer 


“IT remember the one two days bet 


Crosby remarks. “I'll never forget the da 
ber 8, 1943... Bremen.” 
Say, I've almost forgotten who wa 


then.” 


“Harding was C.O.” 


That's right. Flesher was Air Exec, D) 


round Exee and Standish was Adjutant 
“That seems about ten years ago.” 
‘Kidd was Operations Officer.” 
“Yes. He flew that Bremen missi 
Crosby clasps his hands behind his head and 
the chair. “We were leading the win 
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Cre sby's minds eye peers off through th 

{ through the large operations board and out 

st spaces over enemy territory. He could see 

rmation reach the L.P. at 1521 hours on that mer 
ible day. Kidd and Blakely led in Aircraft 293 
Rosenthal was the Number Two man. Cleven and 
DeMarco led the high squadron. . . . Murphy trail 
The ground haze was clearing. Crosby's calculations 
were proving accurate in dead reckoning. All navy 
tional checks, however, were unnecessary. Everyone 
on the crew knew that the intense black cloud ahead 
marked the vicinity of the target . . . the town of 
Bremen... . 


"...1 was exposed to flak before the Bremen mis- 
jon, and was never particularly perturbed by the 
stuff. | remember that in all previous instances, each 


little burst was a distinct, mean-looking, little black 


It was different that day over Bremen. 21 planes 
from the Hundredth bore in, followed by the 390th 
Group and the 95th. The little black balls lost their 
individuality, and now blended into a huge, angry 
cloud. 


"... Too late I realized that our combat wing had 
been briefed to fly at an altitude too similar to that 
of the previous wing. We sailed right into the middli 
of that cloud. 1 could just visualize the gunners on 
the ground checking back on their computations and 


sending up volleys using the same data... .” 


At 1523 hours, their ship was jolted by flak 
The ball turret gunner, § Sgt. Bill McClelland, an 
nounced calmly over the intercom that his turret had 
been struck, but not pierced, by a flak burst. From 
that time on, the turret operated in a jerky fashion. 
Thirty seconds before the bombs were dropped, an 
other flak burst struck the nose compartment, shat 
tering the window to the right of the bombardier’s 
head. One fragment struck the bombardier, Lt. James 
R. Douglass, in the left side. It tore through his 
clothing and ripped the cloth of his flak suit, but did 
not touch his skin. 


- I'm positive that Douglass thought he'd been 
. by the expression on his face ... but he con- 


S 


yed by 


he le plunging 
ft npletel t 
urcrat nto a spinning ve, Completely out of 
' 
control. Flames were blazing from the stricken engine 
The control surfaces were cut and torn 
oup was later to report that Aircraft 393 was seen 
to fall into a flat spin, on fire, and that three para- 


es were observed to open.) 


The normal ree t idd and B 
should bi been to think of personal safety and the 
safety of the other crew menebers. But they didn't for 
a minut for get that they wert leading a large fornta- 
tion, As we fell into the dive, Lt. Via, riding the ¢ 
was instructed to signal the Deputy Leader to take 
over. By this signalling, the remainder of the forma- 
tion was notified immediately thai we'd been hit and 
were aborting. This act ld have prevented any 
planes being pulled even a few feet out of position 
into danger from the enemy aircraft buzzing around. 
However, it was tragic that Cleven and Murphy, the 
deputy and flight leaders, were also destroyed at this 
time, and the rest of the Handredth was forced to 
tack onto the 390th Group. ...” 


Cleven and DeMarco went down . . . Cleven, 
who less than two months back had earned a Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross for his part in the Regens 
burg raid . . . a decoration he never wore since he 
never bothered to pick it up in London. 

On Cleven’s crew, another legendary character 
...5 Sgt. Jerome Ferroggiaro, holder of decorations 
from the Spanish Loyalist government and the 
Chinese Republic, a man who seemed to have ma 
his life work to help the global fight for freedom. 
Jerry carried a false set of dog-tags into flight, due 
to the not inconsequential fact that his real name was 
on the wanted list of the Gestapo since he had disputed 
Franco's right to clamp a dictatorship on the Spanish 
people... 

Murphy and his crew went dow non their - 
mission Nash and McDonald went down 
Gormley and Meadows went down. . . . Becktoft 1 
down. 

For 3,000 feet, Capt. Blakely and Maj 
fought to get their aircraft under control. 

“ia If I were an expert on stress and strain, or a 


mechanic, or eten a of, | could get tcel 


myury. Our 
th 

ereu 
ately after we left the 
bad condition that bit 
was blasted ¢ 
any but t/ 
tion 


direct for home, . 


Aircraft 
Blakely and Kidd carefully 


precious foot of 
hour. The pl ane Was subject tr 
able attacks from enemy 
also crippled and alone, 
Ahead of Aircraft 393, 3 

in its lonely 
schmitts were h 
attacking. Finalls 
time 

but ne 
three small plan 
damage 

fire 


innumer- 


ortresses, 
sky 
helpless 


Messer- 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


10 ; 
R 4 cout 


ME 110. It came at 


Another plane was fi 

i, slightly echeloned position 

fore Thorny was able to get hi 

Lem. The right engine of the fi 
and preces fleu off the left e ngine or tt crew- 
men bailed out and both ‘chut ned. Three 
tutes later a JU 88 came at us fr t o'clock 
| was positive that my shots were hitting th plane 
at its expos d belly, but it didn’t go down, Li sated: no 


more attacks... . 


Back in the tail, waist and radio compartments, 
the gunners were paying a heavy price for their planes. 
At target time, Lt. Via had reported th 
That hit was a serious flesh wound in | 
he kept firing at the attacking fighte 
Sgt. Thornton destroyed his first plane, two ME 110’s 
came in after hovering for some time at 1.{\00 yards. 
Lt. Via picked out the second one and both the left 
waist gunner and radio gunner later reported that 
it disintegrated in mid-air. Sgt. Thornton watched 
Lt. Via’s second plane blow up 500 yards out. Between 
the first and second kills, Via received another wound 
when a projectile passed from his hip through his 
pelvis, severed his sciatic nerve, opened several blood 
vessels and passed out again. Despite the pain of this 
injury, Via remained at his position until Aircraft 
393 had crossed the enemy coast. 


... The gunners were good. § Sgt. Lyle E, Nord 

was pretty busy scratching flak fragments out of his 
ie, bead, neck and clothing, but he still managed to 
bring down a fighter from a tough position. Two 
ME 210’s came in stacked up from about 600 yards 
out. Nord took one of them and our left waist gunner 
the other. Ut slipped to the right, then blew up. 
Pieces of the fighter splattered against our plane... Ne 


The waist gunners each destroyed two planes, 
paid heavily. S Sgt. Edward S. Yevich received a 
compound fracture in his forearm and a deep gash 
in his leg. S/Sgt. Lester W. Saunders fought a gallant 
but losing fight and succumbed in a hospital one week 
later. Y evich had been seared across the back by flak 


fragments at the target, and so had a grudge against 


the first fighter that approached from the left side. 
He got the fighter going away and two crew meinbers 
saw it explode. Saunders, at the other waist window, 
had by this time knocked down an MI ), Almost 
immediately after Yevich’s first went down, a 20mm 


shell tore through the left waist window and hit Sgt 
pace al 


Saunders, hurling him back against the 


J = 
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. It wasn’t till sho 

at I learned why § Sgt 
He had destroyed two atrcratt with bis 

d turret before he himself was bit. The first 

hat hit him tore deep into his scalp. He kept at 


. aaa 
McClelland had been 


bis position and later, another burst scraped his fac 
and made shreds of his oxygen mask, head-set and 


clothing, When the last volley knocked out bis turret, 
/ 


the door was blown clear off. He climbed out into the 
radio compartment, As we crossed the Dutch coust, 
another burst of flak hit the flak suit on which he was 


lhing and threw him into a heap 


During this action, Blakely and Kidd were fight- 
ing the controls. The terrain was distinctive and 
Crosby did not encounter much difficulty staying on 
the selected course. He tried to use the Gee Box, at 
tempting to get a fix at 8,000 feet over German- 
Holland, but some sort of projectile came through the 
floor and shattered the cathode tube. The radio, «long 
with most of the electrical equipment, was long since 
inoperative. 


- We crossed Germany and Holland on a lin 
thirty miles north of Ommen and Zwolle. We evad 
all known flak areas and large towns. | remember a 
feeling of futility I experienced once, when explosions 
burst in and around our compartment, I was so cer- 
tain that we were safe from flak areas, yet bere it was 
all around us. I yelled out over the interphone for 
someone to tell me where the flak was coming from. 
Douglass told me that the explosions were from 20mm 
shells. | didn't feel any better... L remember another 
instance when Douglass turned around and looked at 
me. Two holes appeared on each side of the compart- 
ment and cotton batting sifted down as a bullet went 
between us. I don’t remember bis looking back at 


wie again... 


The plane reached the Zuider Zee at 1620 hours. 
Although their predicament was still acute, the water 
looked good to the men. They turned to a course of 
340 degrees in order to avoid known fighter fields 


and crossed the West Frisian Islands. . The coastal 


batteries were unconsidered factors. At the usual 
altitude, their effect would have been negligible, but 
at 7,000 feet and 120 miles per hour, even pop-guns 
would have been a menace. The Germans threw 
everything they had at the crippled plane. Tracers 


from machine guns laced the sky around the ship. 


Blak 


Dla 


The men and their plane had survived everything 
that the Germans had sent up, but a hitherto un- 
accounted threat began to press upon them. . . . This 
threat was gravity The plane was new flying at 
3,990 feet and sinking rapidly. Kidd received a head- 
ing to the closest part of England. As Crosby checked 
back on his figures, he glanced at the airspeed indica 
tor. It looked suspiciously immobile. He rapped it 


with his fist and the needle dropped to zero. 


“) 2. Ut was then that 1 learued from a consulta 
tion with the pilot that we were making only 120 
miles an hour instead of 150 as 1 had believed. 1 re- 
worked my figures ina hurry and gate a correction in 
our beading. | knew that we were a long way from 


home. . 


Ditching seemed the next answer. Douglass went 
back to make the preparations. Two minutes later, he 
returned with the news that the crew members were 
too badly injured to endure the movements that ditch- 
ing would entail. Moreover, the dinghy compartment 
was badly ripped up. This was the first news that the 
men in the front had learned of the severe situation 
in the rear of the plane. With the ditching angle 
cancelled, the next out was to lighten the load of the 
plane. Everything went out the hatches. .. . Guns, 
ammunition, flying equipment, Gee Box, radio... 
anything detachable and with an ounce of weight 
went plummetting down. Although the airspeed of 
the plane still remained at 115-120 miles per hour, 
(a small number of miles above the stalling speed of 
the plane ), Blakely and Kidd not only managed to 
keep the plane even, but actually gained 300 feet. 
"... England seemed so far away. The dip was 
listing in such an attitude that our floating aperio ET 


com pass stuck on the side. | had to figure where thi 


sun should bit thy ple ivi glass ront of the plane and 
call the pilot to correct him every time the sun moved 
off... . We hit England. By now, aur gas problem 
was serious, We sighted a large airport at Ludha 


4 
which seemed occ u pied, and we pre pare d for a cras/ 


landing 
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in tells where the plane or 

, with planes that did not 
busy, and the business of repair and ma 
steady one. Airplane mechanics are 
metallic embroidery of an engine change 
mission sails overhead. Along the perime 
keep a steady patrol. 


The men with planes in the air just 


Four low, fast specks appear in the 
t seems only a second later that four zi; 
scoot low over the control tower. Some 
rower curses as the zoom quickly fades 
“Can't those guys get any lowe: 
The “wheels” are arriving at th 
Sutterlin looks out to the east. Price is 
clerks are intent in their work. Biondi: 
are ready to supervise the landing. 
Far off, there is a drone 
and eyes peer into distant sky. 
Men look at one another . . . nod. 
Could be ours. 
Black dots grow like fungus on the sky 
spreading, forming patterns. 
Louder, beat of engines. 
They are ours. “Any missing?” 
Planes across the field and men look up 
from the hardstands, 
from the tower, 
from the crash trucks, 
from the meat wagons, 
The roar of raucous engines blots out s 
and a signal flare from the lead ship 
hangs and breaks and dies. 
Voices pass from earth to sky, 


from sky to earth... . 


‘Shyboy S-sugar to Clearup. . . 

Can you tell me... ? 

Clearup answering Shyboy S. 

You are cleared to come in. Over 

Shyboy S-sugar to Clearup. Thank 3 
\ squadron peels and lazily breaks fort 
Looks like we lost some.” 
Another group comes up the sky at right 
»w and loud, and there is an odd, fused 
before they disentangle and pass. 


An aircraft fires the red-red flare 
t wounded aboard, 

i an ambulance races out, 

J ywed by a crash truck. 


Fort hits Runway 28, 
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y setting out the various forms ‘ 
‘ > 1 interrogations room is crow ded, noisy, and 
s. M.P.’s take their positions at the do 


} 


| informality marks the coldly formal reports 
1 briefing room. F 


up on the tables. Men sit, stand, speak with 
s of powdered egg in their mouths. . . . As the crews finish, the men straggle fr 


q g 


Trucks from the hardstands begin 2 we : : 
\ No enemy aircraft sighted? room. The navigators step to the room across the | 
crews, dragging their equipment w err : ae ° 1 Te 5 a 
i Not a one. where Crosby takes their logs. 

fle into the building. The scuffing of heavy <a ae * 
‘ How was the flak? I heard about it. Seems impossible. 

boots penetrates the room, where the me: : % . 

1 Intense ... pretty accurate tracking Maybe he made it... I sure hope s 
off speech as the begrimed airmen ent ‘ 5 - 
‘ , We lost four planes, all lead squadron. He was a good guy 
nt on their faces. - $ 


Somebody yells out a crew number to 
S ir planes es thirty-eight Men, . « « And the base settles dow n 


who checks it off, and the men shuffle on ir 


The crew of Rosenthal and the crew of Cotner to quietness and a little thought 
ne crew of Beck and the crew of Oldham. Chow ... coffee... sacktime. . 
hirty-eight men down over Berlin . . . The mission is flown and reflown 


large locker room, where they reach for coffee 
sandwich. Capt. Callinan comes up with his per 


query: “Any hot news?” 


nen who should be here now eating sandwiches in the huts... the Sad Sack 


A navigator nods. “Yes.” He checks hi s Wicer’e C 
V2 = | ; F ind answering questions. the Officer’s Club. . 

saw a -2 rocket trail going straight up \ \ Pb . - 7 
i - . Maybe they're eating Kraut rations. The darkness drops, and once again, 


5240N-0645E.” . 
4 Maybe not... . the Tannoy barks out over the base. 


A gunner puts in: “I saw about twelve b ‘i 
g f e The blackout blinds are up 


the canal north of Meppen at 0967 |} - ; . - it 
: “PP : Ventriss presides at the bombardiers’ session, at Thorpe Abbotts and at Eye, 


More airmen spill information. ; Pe , F 
ore € F o : Lt. Lasky reports: “One bomb wouldn't release. at Framlingham and Tivetshall. 


, 4 
smoke screen observed near Magdeburg. . irg j * 7 
Shieces 5 o We jettisoned it in the Channel later. These are the lazy hours, 


\ appeare: > be anchored near 53 ; ae - 
essel appeared to be anchored ne Sgt. Williams: “Five bombs failed to release in and men reflect and recapture the recent past. 


at 1344 hours. . » - Callinan jots down ici : iny fashion, and were jettisoned in the Channel on 
heads off to relay it to higher headquarters. Later, ; n.” On the line, men still work, 
P-S1's, the R. A. F. or Coastal Defense will sx ... And 361 General Purpose 500-pounders fell patching battle-scarred Forts. 
aver the points mentioned briefly by a tired navigator mn Berlin into built-up areas of the city. The ugly, Another mission is on tap for morning 
and a grimy waist gunner.... ae massive gates on Unter den Linden shook, fearful of 
Questions are on everyone's mind, but collapse... . The smoke from the Nissen fires 
likes to start off. A pilot breaks the spell wut rise in signal to the sky. 
"We lost four.” Men make comments... and bitch: A million wisps of smoke 
Somebody else said: “Rosie went down Lt. Guardino: “When the crew goes on a mission, over a million huts in England, 


: Ey ee ? ae ; ‘ 
Men look up. The reaction is slow, wit : the 351st enlisted men miss out on their coke and the mist begins to creep in 


the initial reflex. Rosie go down? That was cl ‘ ee ” to watch the activities 
impossible. Men who spark a group through mor Capt. Ellison: “On long missions, the high of the men who wait... . 
than fifty missions don’t go down. Men wh come squadron should land nce 
legends don’t go down. 

The three words seemed to spell the 
historic part of the story of the Hundredth 
thought of Munster .. . of ‘Rosie’s Riveter 


“Any chutes?” 
“T counted six.” 
That flak was rough.” 
Flak my foot. Those were ground rockets 


One got Rosie right on the bor 


the briefing room 
nd calls out crew nur 
Men tram 


l 


s. The 


> 4 8 
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Ut. M. A. Terhune 


Company Commander 


Ut. J.C. Van Aman 


a6gth <e 


Adjutant 


Be CEMICAL COMPANY 


e men in the Chemical Company had one 
ntage over the rest of the base. Their quarters 
tuated in the shadow of the mess hall. Aside 
these gluttonous implications, their heavy 
day work was not such as to arouse envy. 
These were the men who took charge of the 
nical bombs and fuses. When the ordnance men 
called out to “bomb up” a mission, the chem 
men teamed up with ordnance to load the 
and aircraft. 
All incendiary and smoke bombs were handled 
¢ 869th, from the time the convoys pulled 
base until the load had been tucked safely 
¢ belly of a Fortress. 
It was hard work, but it was necessary work, 
e blazing cities of Germany bore heated tes- 
ny to the efficiency of the wares of the Chemi- 
Company. 


Front L. to R Sg! D. Anderson, 1/5 J Isenberg, Pic. V. Motekaitis, T/5 
L. Borotyn, Pfc. J. Carlin, Pic. 8. Scheidel, Pfc. R. Brown, T/5 C. Wanot 
Reor L to R.: Pie. J. Krull, Pfc. R. irizorry, 1/5 J. O'Briant, T/5 M. Bel 
1/5 G. Hyland, 1/5 8. Bruyn, Cpl. 7. Liedle, Pfc. C. Gilliland, Pfc 


Mercoux, Jr 


49 
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Front, L. to R.; S Sgt. F. Bambino, S Sgt L. Hackel, 1 5 D. Hagerman 
$. Sgt. H. Garrison, Pvt. H. Herron, T/ 5H. Litton, 1) 5 T. Kaczmarek. Rear 
L. to R.: Plc. J. Meryo, Pfc J. Grady, 1 5 L. Christensen, Lt. J. Von Aman, 


Pic. A. Hutson, Pfc. ®. Stringham, Pfe. A. Hobman, Pfc. S. Koposta 


‘ F 
L toR: 1 SH. Calhoon, Sgt. M Seeser, F, Sgt. R. Johnson, lt. J. Yon Aman, 
Lt M. Terhune, Sgt. D. Hendricksen, T/5 J. Longo 


Front, L. to R.: Pie B. Compbell, Pfc. P. Lopez, Cpl. E. Goss, Pfc R Chesbro 

1/5 H. Menard, T'S *A. Beach, 1/5 T. Smith, Pvt R. Miles Rear, L to ® 

Pte R. McKee, Pic. K. Rogers, Pfc. R. Ross, Pvt B. Thompson, Cpl lL. Amstutz 
15 W. Morse, 1/5 E. Fisher, Pic, P. Kemp 
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IISPECTIONS =~, 


z , i a 
A | = 


Capt. J. L. Moores Lt. Col. G. W. Douncey 
Air Administrative 


L. to R.: $/Sgt. J. Hamlin, T/Sgt. R. Bragg, Cpt. P. Lipstate, Moj 


Sgt. J. Puskarz, Cpl. G. Donley, Lt. Col. G. Daunce y, M/Sgt. Fox Ww 
Freeman, T/Sgt. R. Richardson, 1/Sgt. C. Plank, Pfc. A. Johnson 


g - \ ; 

Front L. to R.: M/Sgt. R. Hill, Moj. G. Erb, Capt. P. Lipstote 

T/Sgt. D. Dickson, Reer L. to R.: Sgt. E. Larson, T/Sgt. R. Fred 
erick, Sgt. J. Whitton, Pfc. A. John 


S/Sgt. V. Collins 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


= FINANCE SECTION se POST EXCHANGE Parag 


¢: 1 6 th ; ¥ - fi ” P 
y — ~ - a oe By : 7 4 
‘ oe } " - ai . fi. > a 
7 —* = : is : PX M 
~ : § 4 ae 4 ‘ , ei 
: i . zt bs . ‘ 2 4 y LAr 
‘g , " 7 : — % F 
{ ~ 4 } M v2 4 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


_INFORMATION 
and EDUCATION 


Figures show that the postal men filled 
out 60,000 money orders totalling close to 
$3,000,000, They sold more than $225,000 in 
stamps, and in the summer of "44, served 20,- 
000 men, including other East Anglian bomb 
groups. At no time did the unit serve less than 
12,000 men, although their T/O called for 
7500 to 10,000 men. = 9° ° . : 
Front L. to R: Cpl. B. Eckhous, Sgt. J. Crotty, S/ Sgt. G. Schanzle, Lt. A. Anderson, U 
Kolhoff, Sgt. P. Connolly, Rear L. to R.: Cpl. J. Cohen, Cpl. W. Morgon, Cpl. R. Geydo 

Cpl. t. Horris, Cpl. A. Goldstein, Cpl. R. Rech, Cpl. S. Reed 


kone 

ay 
F t i 

‘f£ ae, 
bur 


STULL) { unt 
t ULE LLL TUL 


Ha 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


> 285th 
MILITARY POLICE CO. 


Military Police 


\ 


rez 
amsey, Pfe Atkins, Sgt Gono, Cpl Whittbrodt, Cpl. McCallie 
do, S Sgt. Hole, Cpl. Groibel, Pfc. Ehiehardt, Cpl. Behn 


Roumbal 


<®* 
RETREAT 


ee 
Ie op ae 
PPD ot y 


ay 


Kneeling L. to R- Pfc Luvonee, Sat. Rump, Cpl. Nolin, Pvt. Jacobs, Pfc. Wysocki, Sgt Armstron g. Sgt. Weitzman, € 
Pic. Meadows, Cpl. Phillips, Pvt. Montgomery. Cpl. Fedora, Sgt. McDoncid. Cpl. Wittbrodt, Prt. Lovell, Pf 


COLOR GUARD 
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Tl0th FIRE © FIHTING PII, «1144s 
BS QUARTERMASTER 
COMPANY 


2 
VPs 


Capt. E. G. Schording 
Commanding Officer 


= 

Rear L. to R.: Cpl. H. Steele, Cpl. R. Parrotte, Cpl. D. Moore. C; 

Cpl. A. Bollich, Cpl. T. Bickley. Front L. to R: Pfe J m 
Naranjo, Cpl. J. Hale, Cpl. L. Guillotte, Cp! €. St 


cr mm the Fire Fighting rs 
n were on call at all hours %s ‘ ae 2 !, 


il ste day or night. They moved 
ftly and efficiently when a 


fire ‘techs out. A crashed plane is ; hy ae re ak) 

uWays In imminent danger of A eae Ny } Ee f 
2 4 z ee 2 ay 

xplosion. Crash trucks were ; oe. 


Bes k ff 4 - lt HH. Krinke Ut RP. Joyce 
yS present at take-off an abe Station Property Officer tation Salvage Officer 


- 


a 


an 


Lt J.D. Clinkman T Sgt. T. P. Philbin 


and many lives were 
ved by the quick action of the 


ot 
en with the hoses. 


Pa ek SS ate 


Station Rail Transport First Sergeant 


We ye ae 
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y 


L to R. Front Row: Pfe E Clark, $/Sgt $ Ge 


ntle, S/Sgt. G. Pasma, Pfe H. Mall, Cpl. J. Weiford, Pfe. J. Hodor, Cpl. J. Alexander, Lt. H. Krinke, Capt. E. Scharding, Lt. R. Joyce, Pfe. E. Gola, Pfe. C. Male, Cpl 


Sgt W 


T Sgt W. Buchonon 


ti, Middle Row: Cpl Lb. Terry, T Sgt. A. Marshall, 139 Sgt. T. Philbin, Pfc. A. Pferrman, Cpl. H. Glorious. 
Sgt. M. Browning, Pte. M. Anctil, Pfe. J. Uhimen, 


Phe R Wou 
Pie G Cudd, Sgt. E. Nettleton, Pic W. Burke, Cpl. 8. Dillon. Bock Row: M/ Sgt. M. Fulton 


onston!, Cpl F Andretta, 


Pte 
C. Wood, Pfe. E. Thompson 


nden, Pf: W. Stapleton 


J. Hor 


Sq. R. Gies 
ers, Pfc. C, Pirtle, Sg? 


Sgt 


es, S$, Sgt. F. Salvo 


Hen 


S. Leonardo 


Cpl. b. Merzec, Cpl. F. Lachman, Pfc. H. Mey 


eedy, Sgt. J. Griffin, Sgt. F. O'Keefe 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Q. M. ACTIVITIES 


FOOD SALVAGE 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE 


DETACHMENT 


This small detachment 
worked as a liaison unit, con- 
centrating mainly on supply. 
All aviation fuels used on-base 
were issued through the liaison 
ofhce. Average consumption of 
petrol per month was over 1,- 
000,000 gallons. Between & and 

3 14,000,000 litres of oxy gen Was 
ieee er pipe: inhaled monthly. Coal, coke 
Cpl. G. Carter. Reor L. to R.: Sgt p G 


Pvt. R. Bissell, Sgt C. Foulk, Pvt. J. 0 bedding, water, eleetricity and 


the destruction of rats were 
among the responsibilities ot 


this detachment 


a. 
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r a 
Luftwaffe ¢ 


be 3rd, Ist, 9th 


prisoner the 


r: 


railroad 


handled 


a 
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Maj. Gen. E. E. Partridge, 3rd [ 
and his Chief of Staff, Brig. Gen. 
arrived at 1035 hours and swept up thr 
Later, the men were formed into 
marched out to the ramp, where the w 
overcoat tails flapped and the insp 
with accord. The men marched back 
tired, changed into fatigues and ret 
to sweat the ships in. 

On February 23, the planes 
lingen, and Don Ventriss, Group B 
“A” Squadron and dropped his load ‘ 
rail junction. A commendation from 
quarters was forthcoming. 


In any factual history, there lies th 
danger that cold tabulation of chron 
will divest the subject of human 
number of planes rise, a certain numbe 
bomb the target, a certain number are 
the rest return to Thorpe Abbotts 


twision C.0,, 
B. Harbold, 


rough the sites, 


platoons and 
ind blew, the 


ection went off 


nspected and 


1 to the ramp 


d Treucht- 


bardier, flew 


juarely on the 


righer head- 


r-present 
rgical events 

A certain 
successfully 


essence, is the story of the Hundredth i; 


fare. 
Yet that is not the story of the me: 
destructive cycle into operation 


who set this 
men who 


flew Bremen and Munster... of the Bloody Hun- 


dredth for which the Germans scemed t 


. the Bloody Hundredth of Hambx 
and Regensburg. 

Heroism and airmanship were r 
the Purple Hearts were many. ... 5. Rho 
over his mickey set... . J. Olmstead, 
as formation controller, wounded but 


attacking planes. The stories of pi 


back flying sieves were legion. ... Furrer | 


Wofford from Ber 


friendly fighter. 
engines. . . . Lazzari with a hole in 
enough for a man to walk through. . 


On March 3, 1945, the Hundredth 
Division forces to Brunswick. Lt. Col 


he im wait 


nd Berlin 


ack bya 
1 on three 


Capt. G. Brown led, with Capt. F. Craft 


Dawson flying deputy lead. Maj. J. R 


Lt. C. Blanding led “B” Group, while Cap: 
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Hutch 
ta large motor transp wt fact 
mber stream was preceded by 
rce consisting of siX aircraft, led by Lt 
Thrasher. These aircratt carried, in iddition to th 
vads of ten 260 pound fragmentation bombs, a load 
of metallized strips to be tossed from the plane, the 
purpose of which was to confound the German radar 
and flak operators, diverting their attention from the 
main attack, 

Carrying the bomb load made a level bombing 
run necessary, and the flak came closer. Before bombs 
away. with no previous warning, a jet bounced out 
of the clouds, and as the bombs were dropped, made 
a pass firing heavy calibre shells. The shells ripped 
into one wing, setting it afire. Thrasher immediately 
rang the alarm bell and put the plane into a dive in 
an attempt to douse the flames. His calm voice sought 
out the men over the interphone.... “All right boys. 
. This is it... Bail out, boys... .” 

Navigator G. A. Rimmel helped bombardier 
H. F. Bott divest himself of his flak suit. Thrasher 
ordered co-pilot C. B. Bayha co leave the ship. The 
pilot alone remained at the controls, fighting the 
plane, trying desperately to keep it out of a spin so 
that his crew could get out. 

Those few precious seconds saved the men. Then 
the flaming wing snapped off and an explosion blew 
the men clear. Rimmel later reported that he never 
saw Thrasher again. The pilot apparently had no time 
to snap on his chest pack . . . having stuck to the 
wheel so that his crew could escape. 

The Hundredth returned to the base after a 
good bombing job. The lost plane was the first in 
exactly one month. The Intelligence narrative stated 
“Action of Chaff Force believed to have caused in- 
accuracy of flak in the target area.” 


On March 28, Gen. Eisenhower, at a press con 
ference, blasted the theory of air “support.” He in- 
sisted that it was one war, and that both air and 
ground branches were out to accomplish the same 
. to smash the ability of the enemy to 
make war. Neither brunch supported the other. Both 
were an integral part of the whole. The reporters 


objective , 


listened and were impressed. 


Ten days prior to this conference and a week 
after the Remagen bridge had been found intact, the 
Hundredth struck again at the Reich capital. Maj. 
Harry F. Cruver led the formations on what was to 
be the final offensive aerial sweep by the Century 
group against Berlin. Sounding a final but deadly note 


that obscured aircraft trom prying eyes had 


n away, and the t ttle wa sharp AS the b ymbers 
their tight formation and attacked the target. 
The low squadron was hard hit. Four jets came in 
fast, registered strikes in the left wing of the lead ship, 
and destroyed the Number One engine. Air Com- 
mander Capt. R. L. Swain received a head wound. 
The fuel tanks flared up and men mushroomed from 
the escape hatches. Swain and pilot Lt. P. E. DeWeerdt 
were the last men to leave the plane. Engineer M. 
Kolling refused to bail out and Swain later reported 
"... it is believed that he was lost with the aircraft.” 
Lt. M. Jensen in Aircraft 295 slipped toward 
earth, fire streaming from smoky wounds. . .. Lt. E. 
Lt. R. C, King’s aircraft had 
sustained two attacks. Sgts. R. Mitchell and J. Baker, 
ball and tail gunners, had been killed in the second 
enemy pass. 


Gwin went down. 


The jets came in for the third time, and the 
bomber spun violently as two more direct hits smashed 
under the flight deck and into che root of the right 
wing. 

There was danger of explosion and King gave the 
»ail-out order. The ship blew up as soon as the men 


efc. 


Four planes failed to return to Thorpe Abbotts. 
Berlin, even to the very end. had proved a tough 
target. The Nazi jets were fast and powerful. Only 
one had been destroyed during the battle, although 
two probables and seven damaged had been scored. 

One year earlier, the jets might have prolonged 
the war and caused a tremendous casualty rise. Now, 
they were dispersed and their striking power was 
ephemeral. 


Another battle took place during the month, a 
battle no less fierce and basic although the blood shed 
was nil. Sgt. Bill Mauldin tangled with Gen. George 
Patton over two guys named Willie and Joe. Those 
secking to use army periodicals as sounding boards 
or their own brands of pec uliar reaction, ran into 
concerted protest, and back-tracked as thi Supreme 
Commander lay down the law with a few choice and 
democratic sentences. 

As a result of this decision, the men of Aachen, 
of St. Lo, of the Roer and the Moselle and the Rhine 
were able to continue to laugh at the bewhiskered 
tragi-comedy of Mauldin’s art, and to burl their 
bitches into the B-Bag. 

It seemed healthy that in the climax struggle of 
the greatest war in history, men fought not only for 
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cumbersome gliders ¢ 


here thev dise i 
+ Where they disgorged ¢ 


The ships of the Hundredth were 


¢ operations. Two missions were on t 
600 hours, 38 aircraft of the group ¥ 
o a Dutch airfield at Steenwijk. 

1 charge of this operation, whic 

to cooperate with ground moves 
torced unemployment of all 
ternate fields that the Ger: 
use. The A. M. 


Kirby were the navigators. Bombardier | 


sen, A. Belimow, M. Snyder and A. S$ 
their bombs on the field covering the | 
west end. Results were rated very 


italy... The men on Luzon were adiam 


<9 Super-Fortresses were carrying th 


the i 


proper 


... The British hit back on the r 

Then, as the Hundredth end 
isstons fo Hanover, Hamburg an 
445 took over... 


Yr 


of April, overtone of tragedy was 


ughout the world, and free men bowed 

ds in mourning at the loss of : t leader 
flag at Thorpe Abbotts dropped to half-mast, an 
cture of the world bore a black frame 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, President 
United States and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces, died of a cerebral hemorrhage. From the 
narble capitals of the globe to the stone church at 
Brockdish, his passing was mourned. It was mourned 
yn the roads of Germany by the GI's. . . . It was 
mourned in the halls of Congress. . . . It was mourned 
by the little men of the world. 

A friend as well as a leader was gone. A friend 
who had against overwhelming opposition fought to 
give the little man his Wagner Act, his social security, 
the safety of his bank deposit. 

In war as in peace, he had proven himself a 
leader of the people. With the change of conflict from 
national to international, he had spoken for all hu- 
manity regardless of arbitrary lines of sovereignty. 
The Four Freedoms, Yaltz, the Atlantic Charter were 
left behind for the people as a heritage of his wisdom 
and foresight. 

There ‘were small men who carped at his great 
ness .. . but then, there were small men who had 
carped at the greatness of Lincoln and Jefferson and 
Jackson. As Roosevelt himself had said of Jackson on 
January 8, 1936... . “It seemed sometimes that all 
were against him . . . all but the people of the United 
States..." 

The same was true of Roosevelt. . . . It seemed 
sometimes that all were against him . all bur the 
people of the United States. . . . 

He did not live to see and feel the fruition of his 
planning and aspirations, but he had led the world 
out of the shadow of the threat of Fascism, and had 
proven that democracy could act swiftly and ef- 
ficiently in a framework of freedom. . . . He was not 
at his desk when the reports came through that the 
Russians had entered Berlin . . . that the Americans 


had joined them on the banks of the Elbe. . . . He was 


gone, but the people would remember. . . . 


In April 1945, the 7th Army uncovered the hell- 
hole that was Dachau. Newsreel cameras recorded the 
horrors of the camp for the world to see. The Nazi 
record was etched into the fire-scarred bones of the 
former inhabitants, and it was now impossible for 
people to shrug and say with an air of disbelief. . . - 
“Propaganda.” A load of human bones in an oven is 
more than “propaganda.” ... 
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S$ time ne 
The Hundredth 
ns in April, 

turn. In an attack on the 3rd, the group | 
Baldwin's ship, which was last seen heading int € 
undercast after bombs away on the submarine pens at 
Kiel. Baldwin called on VHF saying he had fifteen 
minutes and eighty gallons of gas left for each en 
Bine 

On the Sth, marshalling yards at Nurnberg were 
destroyed, as bombardiers, Capt. J. J. Orendorff, Lts. 
A. Paterno and J. Tolliver socked their target. 
Lt. R. Estes did not return... .. Five more top bomb- 
ing ratings were achieved at Eger, Czechoslavakia on 
the 8th, at Munich, at an airfield near Magdeburg, at 
an Ordnance depot in Landshut on the 11th, and 
bombs were dropped on German ground defenses in 
the French area of Royan on the 14th. 


The Hundredth tangled with the Luftwaffe 
twice in April. On the 7th, an estimated 40 enemy 
aircraft jumped the group before target time. The 
action sprawled out over the sky as the escort fighters 
engaged the ME 109’s. At least ten jets passed high 
above, but did not join the fight. Numerous single 
attacks were pressed home against the planes of the 
Hundredth. The German pilots were fanatically ag- 
gressive, and bore in with suicidal determination. 
... Lt. W. Howard's ship went down. . . . 

The Hundredth gunners traded volleys. 

S Sgt. W. Dudecz picked out an ME 109 coming in 
from five o'clock, tracked it and kept firing as the 
Kraut came in close to sixty feet. It suddenly seemed 
to vibrate violently, came sliding in and slashed the 
tail of the Fort. The fighter fell off toward seven 
o'clock and spun down as the injured Fort continued 
on to the target. ... 5 Sgt. J. R. Smith fired two long 
bursts and smoke streamed from an ME 109 as it 
Another ME 109 
made a six o'clock attack on the plane piloted by Lt. 
A. Calder . . 


was smashed off. The Fort spun and went down... . 


broke away and went down 
. one third of the bomber’s right wing 


Sgt. L. Barnes, tail gunner with Lt. A. Leader, 
was killed... . The gunners destroyed eight German 
planes as men teamed up on kills. . . . T Sgt. H. Lar- 
sen, S, Sgts. J. Cox, E. Miller, W. Cohen, R. Eckert, R. 
Blikeng, Sgt. J. McCullough and Lt. R. Decker con- 
nected. ... 

Three days later, the second and final encounter 
of the month took place... the final brush with the 
Luftwaffe in World War II. Two planes of the Hun- 


occupation 


curring at th 


€ 


enemy troops, 


ate 


ot 


Severs 


trengthened 


Walla, 


Washin 


rough 


The men 
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? tw ViciIn y 
SW’ of the Zuider 2: 


occupyir 


is being made 


rece may fly unmolested at rex 
tudes through defended areas 
B. All crews will be cautioned 


itting a hostile act of any kind 


i 
Holland. Second runs are not autho 
craft are being fired upon from the 

All aircraft are cautioned to sta 


2 line running east and west from D 


The truce does not extend no th of 


Col. Sutterlin, Le, Wofford, Caprts. 
chinson, Milling and Lt. Gilbert led 37 pl 
Hundredth, as bombardiers Paterno, Z 


Calvert dropped the Parachute containers 


large white crosses which were used to mark tl 


z © target, 
Some of 


the containers snarled due to th: 
gest : i 3 " 

geste d condition of the bomb bays. The men 
Seen forewarned, shoved them free with 


Hila 


con- 
who had 


The Nazis did not interfere. It 
I isenhow er’s message, sent to the German ¢ 
notifying him that any interference with 
Ping operations would result in t 
Deing treated 


he guilty 


as violators of the rules of wart 


taken effect. 


There were five additional “Chowhound 
, and the ground men, after Sweating our 
in the “paddlefoot” classification, were giv 
portunity to fly along on these errands of mercy 
planes tlew low over Holland. and the men 
the large letters spelling out “Thank vou” 


ground as the life-giving loads of flour and t 
cheese were released, 


sions 


As a lease on life was being issued to the D 

was being squeezed from the broken Ger 

armics. Peace rumors raced around the wor 

May 2, the Germans in Italy surrendered, . . 

can commanders accepted the surrender of Ger 

armies in the field... . In Czechoslavakia, ti 

irmy continued to battle against pockets 

SABRES -. On May 1946, the alienton f 

u orld furne d toa schoolhouse in Rheims, Fray 

u per Gen. Gustat Jodl, German Chief of Staff, si 

the two unconditional surrender documents. The G 

Sal oe re ign of fyrann) was over at 0241 hour 
i ouble Summer Time. Three days later, th 


Western 
Western Allies met the defeated Germans in Berlin 


lift 
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48 

Air Mars 

es of the Allies, with Generals S} 
Europea 


world had heen 


witnesses. 
caled, and the 
With rhe n Furope, the group 


embarked upon a period of speculation. It was an- 


advent of peace 


nounced in terms most certain that work still re- 
mained to be done, and routine still remained to be 
followed. Thoughts of home inevitably grew stronger, 
and the long-awaited army service rating point svstem 
sent the men into an arithmetical flurry. 

Those with less than the magic 85 points were 
wont to spend their evenings at the Sad Sack, bemoan- 
ing their fate and imbibing that which made tate 
more bearable. The unfortunates minus the battle 
stars found it mere difficult to reach the saturation 
point. 

A battle star, in many instances, proved to be the 
equivalent of a return ticket home. I ach star carried 
five points and the blessings of “them as had ‘em.” 
Only the men actually assigned to the Hundredth re- 
ceived these five point benefits. 

By the time the final tallies were being made 
deep in the year, many men possessed no less than six 
of these bronze stars, or their utility value, thirty 
priceless points. The first had been issued under the 
general title, Offensive Europe, and included the 
period up to June 5, 1944. As the armies and airmen 
invaded the Continent, a Campaign Normandy star 
followed by 
France and Campaign Ardennes. The fifth and sixth 


was issued, the Campaign Northern 
stars were for Rhineland and Central Europe, adding 
up to a boat ride past the lady with the torch. 

The big 


news broke on the final day of the 
month, immediately prior to Pay Call. The squadron 
Commanders, at meetings held in the squadron areas, 
informed their men that the group had been chosen 
as one of several to occupy Germany. Sharply diver 
gent views were held. . Sure, it was better than 
hitting the Pacific, wasn't it? Then again 
it’s not as good as going home. Home seemed 
further away than ever as the men sat on the grass 
and digested the news. 

in the ensuing months, they lived under the oc- 
cupation cloud. Then, on a night in August, Lt. Col. 
Wallace swept through the base and announced per- 
sonally to the wildly cheering men that the group had 


suddenly been scheduled to go home. 


Meanwhile, everyone sat and scanned the news 


On the base, in a ty pic al army move aimed at 


naugt ed 


taking up the time slack, pr 
embracing the finer points of military existence. The 


‘grams were 


men marched to and tro, going throug the motrons 
of close order drill. There were lectures on Japan and 
military courtesy . map reading and a brief course 


on military sanitation There were also passes, tur- 
lough and inspections every Saturday morning. Guard 
duty was still pulled in occasional four-hour shifts. 

Movement came w June, and the first major 
shipment of high-pointers took off in trucks and high 
spirits. Low-pointers soon were shipped in to replace 
them. 

As the old man of Vichy was being tried for 
treason, the even tenor of life continued at Thorpe 
Abbotts. The 500 men who had enrolled in the base 
education system attended classes and turned to those 
men from the base who turned up as instructors. ... 
The queues sweated out the Base Cinema for such 
masterpieces as “Meet Miss Bobby Socks”. . . while 
“I'm Beginning to See the Light” flowed symbolically 
from the wireless. - Lauren Bacall was undraping 
her look for the edification of the London critics and 
the British jazz mag editors were complaining about 
the large numbers of Yanks who knew nothing about 
real American jazz. The sun grew a degree or so more 


virile as July pushed into the picture, 


Al the half-u ay mark in July, Britain tram pe d 
to the polls. The ancient Tory principles of privilege 
clashed against the nationalization plans of the Labour 
men, and the campaigns were marked by deep ani- 
mosities and bitterness. It was two weeks before the 
slow returns began to sift in, and from the outset, 
Labour in the person of Clement Attlee took the lead 
over Winston Churchill and the Tories. ... 

In August 1945, the atom bomb siunned the 
world, first with the clation of victory, then with a 
growing uneasiness that man had achieved the ul- 
. the sharp and final method by ubich hy 
could destroy himself. London’s Hyde Park, ablaz 
with the summer sun and the high-piti hed arguments 
of the rickety-platformed speakers, lashed out at the 
moral degradation and responsibility of releasing thi 
ucapon. Elation was mixed with horror, and horror 
with the faint ray of hope. To many people, the an- 
suer was simple. Either a strong United Nations 


timate 
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— 
, — 


the last Yank 

she took off during th 
It was 1946, and the Hur 
up had cle ired out ft r hon 

ce the train had whee ed i 

43. A long time and a lar 
id died since that day, so that n 


In peace, 


The trains still pull into D 
Norwich, some heading for Lond 

still sell their mild and bitt 
congregate and chat, sipping the 
Guinness, . . . Sometimes they 
ometimes about the peace. 
quicter, and they mention this. 
Yanks were here. . . .” 

Perhaps the Red Cross Acro C] 
borts has been torn down. Perha s been re- 
painted. Whatever its fate, the quotat in one wall 


had been alive, and would be remen 


- and we met a new land and 
ey sky ., 
damp earth . . . and birds were d 
trees and stones... 

ind insects were of another season 
the people spoke and thought anothe 
embr icing Customs foreign to-our 

PF common cause expressed itself 


»y theirs and ours who gave their lis 
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BOMBARDNEnT = 49th SQUADRON 


_C eae \NDING OFFICERS Nn i BR, Sg. 8 Yom, Ae # ae 


} 
; $ J 
, ai 7 
ss 
i 
ibler avage ky, (Unid.), Pfc. S. Meyers, S Sgt R Leighs, Sgt J. Reardo 
O'Dougherty, M, Sgt. A. Etheridge, Cpl. Poloski, S/Sgt G. Butts 
aa Py a‘ ! Wie iit 
a i : > . = Ph ihig- “ket LARas ef) 
. ti 


Maj. SH. Reeder Maj. C. A. Mart A 1. S. Robinson 


Comm. L. to R: Cpl. R. Delay, Cpl. J. McDonald, 7/5 S. Polko, Sgt. J. Tidnetl, Phe. W. Smith, T 5 D. Sipowicz 
< Phillips, Sgt. W. Davis, S Sgt. J. Redo, Cpl. S. Zomonsky 
STAFF 


an” 


L. to R.: Sgt. L. Levesseur, (Unid.), Sgt. P. Sontonastaso, Cpl. K. Graves, (Unid.) 


L. to Re (Unid.}, Pic. W. Gould, Cpl. H. Jordan, Sgt. J. Riemen c insten, Pfc. N. Trock, Cpl W. Cadge. Cpl. J. Reed, W. Konmositch, Pfc 
Ruddy, T Sgt. T. Krouse, Pfc. O. Rosenberg 


ear L to R: Lt E. Walton, Capt. J. Herlihy, | 
Capt. G. Erb. Front L. to R.: Copt. J. Willioms, lt D. Currie 
tt. B. Sparks 


170 
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Sho29 


. 
~ 


3). 
3). 


SEO 


BD 
by 


Adoms, Lt. J. Adams sot A. Add + Wo Adkin Adle 1 lois, £ Sgt, levin, Lt. J. Bohrer, Sgt G Borbo, Lt G. Bowen, S Sgt C Bozeman, Lt. R. Bradley, S Sgt 
Allon, Lt. G. Allen, $/Sgt. B. Alshouse, Sgt C. Alspach, Lr. A. Amic Jorspa t randt, Ut. *. D. Bridge, $/Sgt. A. Bridges, Sgt. G. Briggs, FO C. Brooks, Sgt. R. Brooks. ROW 3: Lt 
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Noski, T/Sgt. Groenendal, T Sgt Goellner, T/ Sgt Barnett, Prt. Co 


M/Sgt. Newmeister, Cpl. Richords, Pfc. McComber, Pfc, Tellori, Cpl. LaPore 


Wall, Pic McKe 


Engineering. L. to R.: Pvt. Cordray, Cpl. Prycherch, Pvt. Cooper, S/ Sgt. O:Grady, Cpl 
215 


27 & 4 
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Engineering. Front L. to R.: S Sgt. E Foster, Cr 90's, Sgt. B. Estes, Sgt. A. Schimmel, M Sgt H. Reeve 
Sgt. R. Schneider, M Sgt P. Florig. Center tte s Macomber, Cpl. T. Brogrowski, Cpl. F. Prott, M Sgt A. Bruns 


Sgt. R. McKinney, Cpl. L. Palm, Sgt i Neining 9 1 Ce ear L. to R. Sgt E Stewart, § Sgt lL Morley 


: Rinehart, Cpl. S$. Voigt, Sgt. J. Smigrod Perryman, T Sgt. O. Reeves, M Sgt. J. Norberg 
ia 


Bullock, Moreou 


Eng. Supply ond Main. Front. L. to RB. Pfc. W. Baldwin, Cpl. C. O'Connor, Sgt. A. Daniel, MSgt. H Gaskill, M Sot 
Gatchell, S, Sgt. T. Poulter, Cpl. J. Masterpol, Sgt, W. Morsholik. Rear L. to R. Cpl. kL Payne, T Sgt. J. Flowers 
Firmender, Pfc. J. Miller, T/Sgt. T. Costello, Cpl. L. Powell, Cpl. H. Bell, Pfe. J. O'Dell, Cpl. H. Smith, Sgr. 


Engineering. Front lL to R. M Sgt. J. Light, Sgt A. Kruse, Sgt. T. Nelson, Sgt M. Nelson, M Sgt W Schultz, Cpl J. Olive 

Sgt. W. Groenendool, M Sgt J Norel, S Sgt J. Mulvenon. Center L. to R. Sgt. L. Daniels, Sgt Richey Sgt R Cheney 
Stentz, Sgt. M. Lyndrup, Cpl. G OBrien, Sgt G Pruitt, Sgt. J. Buchler, Sgt P. Findeisen. Rear L. to R. Sgt J 

Griffin, Sgt. J. Tracy, M Sgt. J. Burns, Sgt W. Collins, M. Sgt. J. Woodard, S Sgt L. Piehl, Sgt. Smith, Sgt. W. Roach 


cers, Line and Crew Chiefs. Front t. to R. Mm Sgt Gatchell, S Sgt J venon 

W. Clift, S Sgt. V. Macy, M Sgt J Norel M Sgt J. Light Center L. to R: M Sgt L Debi 
M Sgt P. Florig, M Sgt. B Miles, M Sgt R Corner, M Sgt. J. Norberg. M Sgt A. Bruns, M Sgt 
M Sgt. H. Reeve, S Sg? tL. Morley, M/ Sgt. J. Woodard, M. Sgt. W. Jack, T Sgt. O Reeves, M Sgt 


ogt. Chaplin, S Sgt Jackson, Sgt. Amundsen 
S Sgt. Robbins, (2 Unid 


Engineering Front L to R: S Sgt J. Bell, M/ Sgt P. Corner, M'Sgt lL. Debiok, Cpl H Land, M Sg? G Warfield 
Collins, Cpl B. Nelson, Sgt J Wilton Center L to 8 Sgt J Perkin, M Sgt W Miles 
Sgt M. Sulliven, Cpl L Chonce, M Sgt W Jock Rear L to R- Sgt F Morsh. Sgt 


M.Sgt A Egbert, Sot W. Coz Sgt J 
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: AF— Airfield, AC—Airer 
naling Yard, Noball—Mission t 


blank, there is no available informatior 


1945 Air ft 
June Destroyed L 
25 Bremen, sub yards 0 

28 St. Nazaire, sub pens.) 


29 Le Mans, aero engines 0 


July 

i La Pallice, harhe: 

10 Le Bourget (Paris) AF 4 

14 Le Bourget (Paris) AF 

17 Hamburg, aero engines 5 

24 Trondheim, sub pens 

25 Warnemunde AC 
factory 

Kiel, harbor; factories 

(T.0.) 

26 Hanover, rubber works 0 

28 Oschersleben, AC 
factory 

20 Warnemunde, AC 
factory 

30, Kassel, AC factory 


August 

12 Wesseling, synthetic oil 0 

15 Merville, AF 

17 Regensburg 
tactory 

18 Woendrecht 
(Holland) 

24 Bordeaux Mengnac 
AF 

24 Conches, Evreux AFs 0 

27 Watten, special con 
struction 

31 Meulan les Meureaux 
AC repair 


September 

3 Beaumont le Roger, 
AF (S.T.) 

6 Conches, Bernay, St 
Martin, Evreux AF's 9 


7 Watten, special con 


struction 
Beauvais, Tille AE 
Paris, AC facto 
(Renault) 
Bordeaux Merignac, 
AC works 
Vannes. AF 
26 Paris, MT 
27 Emden, port 
October 
2 Emden, docks 
4 Saatluis, industrea 


area 
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ttevast (Noball) ar 3 Acad, MY (Ruma 
Berlin, city ) wad 4 Gien, rail br 
fay : 5 Beziers, MY 
1 Wizernes (Noball) , 6 Fleury, Crepeuil (Ni 
1 Saar, mines, MY l ae ball) 
Berlin, city ’ Gottingen, GAF dep 
8 Berlin, city ) (T.O.) 
8 La Glacerie (Noball) a Bohlen 
) Laon Couvron AE 8 Le Lente 
Laen Athie E (TO) 
Liege, MY : Bourth 
i (TO.) 
Munich, aet 
Munich 


Brux, o1 
Czech.) 
3 Osnabruck, MY 
» Berlin, city 
20 Brussels, MY 
Troyes, AF 
24 Berlin, city 
25 Brussels, MY 


7 Strassbourg 


urea 
Munich, jet engines 
South France 
Auxerre 

> Montgournoy 


(Spandau) AC 
engine $ 

28 Gera, town 100th ayer > Hamlin, MY (7.0.) 
A’) j MY 

Magdeburg, « re | 5 a remen, AC factory 
finery (100th 100tt 1s enc, MY 

20 Leipzig, AC 1 is A. Pig £7 Colume, MV 
depot i s at ngines 

30 Troyes, MY Yery gand ; ; ee , ' annheim, MT (S.T.) 


1 Osnabruck, MY j » Fair ; “cee nster, MY 


Boulogne 
fenses 
2 Paris (Acheres) rail 
junct 
1 Boulogne 
Tenses 
5 Boulogne, 
(S.T.) 
6 Ouistrehar 
6 Falaise. town 
6 Falaise, town 
Nantes, bridge 
8 Tours, bridg 
Berck sur Mer, 
detenses 
Dunkirk, shore 
fense 


Le Culot, AF 


roads and railroad 
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-hind bn 


HE new men were grimy and tired as 


—— = 


marched into the West Compound. They looke¢ 
every ache of the torturous three day train 
It had been 


day-coach journey, although at least one man 


cursion from Wetzlar to Sagen. 


slept or attempted te sleep on the bag rack, 
approximately twelve inches wide. They were Ame 
can fliers and they had been de-cagled. 

As they shuffled in, the old veteran Prisoners of 


kept yelling 


War, lined up along the barbed wire, 
“When’s the war gonna be over?” 
“Tt won't be long 


That's 


The new men screamed back 
now!” and the old men came back with 
what they told us last year. 

This was Stalag Luft IH, a camp one mile’s march 
away from Sagen, a town deep in Germany. Here, 
American airmen unfortunate enough to have been 
shot down but fortunate enough to have survived 
came to serve out their duration. Their war was over, 
and it became a question of accustoming themselves 
to the sheer boredom and ennui of prison camp life. 

The new men were soon subjected to another 
search, and their personal belongings, fountain pens 
and cigarette lighters were taken into protective cus 
tody. In return, they were given a bath and issued 
half a Red Cross parcel. 

They were a cross-section of the Air Forces. B-17 
pilots traded wisecracks with P-51 pilots 1th 
Air Force men lived with Eighth Air Force men. It 
was a big, unhappy family. The men traded advice, 
and the old men coached the newcomers in ways and 
means to lessen the dreariness of their existence. The 
PW novices soon found out that the food went fur 
ther if it was pooled, and more palatable if one or two 
men did all the cooking Pans and plates were fash- 
ioned from tin cans, and by pulverizing K-2 crackers, 
grating bread crusts and D-Ration chocolate bars, 
adding a bit of margarine, some powdered milk and a 
breath of treasured sugar, it was possible to turn 
out a passable substitute for a cake. 

Before the men settled down to housekeeping, 
the American Commanding Officer in charge, the 


ranking prisoner, held a meeting 
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Darr H. Alkire faced the 
ift Il 


duty to acquaint them w 


newcon 
As Commanding Officer, it 
the score of the 
Just because y 1 no longer in 
lonel warned, “does not mean that 
You | be under military 
Il t y Saturday. 
ur rooms must be spot 


man officers of equal or higk 


salute all American officers of 


be clean and you must be clean-sha 


Mustaches will be allowed, but not beards 


clothes must 


It seemed as tho 20 years had flown by since 
Col. Alkire had addressed a body of men at Sioux 
C ity and inaugurated a mustache-growing contest. 
Circumstances were now drastically different. 

Alkire had traveled to a different part of the 
world Ww hen he parted trom the Hundre dth Bomb 
Group at Kearney, Nebraska, but with the prodding 
and fickle finger of fate at his back, the colonel had 
ended up ina position where he could once more speak 
to men of his old group. The subtle hand of irony was 
in evidence. 

Col. Alkire had assumed command of the 449th 
Bomb Group, a B-24 outfit, in July 1943, and trained 
in New Mexico and Bruning, Nebraska. The group 
completed training on November 1§ Af d proceeded 


to Topeka for final staging. The overseas trail led 
. Natal. . . . Dakar and Casa 


through Trinidad. . 
blanca to Chateaudun, Algie 


, where a shortage of 
Liberator groups in the theatre decreed that the 
colonel’s outfit be tossed into action minus the usual 
30 days final training in Algiers. The organization was 
ordered to Manduria and assigned to the 
Grottaglie, Italy 

his had been an Italian Air Forces trair 
tion before the war, [It had been blown ay 
boys from Africa prior arrival of 
Group. The outfit patched things up, wen 


1944, and Alkire flew elever 


combat operations 


on January 8, 


The twelfth mission was s Ip] 


run to a German airp 
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wept them 
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2 


then 


in fluent high-school sermar about eC 
guard did not know. 

The entire crew had been accounted for with t 
exception of Major Fitzgerald, They brought hi 
at 1600 hours. Everyone was rather surly, and the 
meal served at 1900 hours hardly improved the pre 
vailing mood. It consisted of watered oatmeal soup 
and ersatz coffee. Payne could hardly stomach it, 
while Stern waded through two portions. The bread 
was as hard as wood. There was more than a suspicion 
that it was wood. This delightful repast was called 
break fast. 

After a rough night of near-sleep, the men we 
driven to Ludwigslust on May 25, 1944 
aboard a train and headed r the Dul 


Frankfurt.... 


The mattress cover itched and Stern shifted. It 
was only a week since the train had carned them 
through bombed-out Hanover and gutted Kassel, It 
had taken another week to set up this room at the 
Stalag, and at times, it resembled the Baldwin Loco 
motive works as men pounded on tin cans with ham 
mers carved from tree stumps, others grated 2 
crackers on a salmon can punched full of holes, an 
other stoked the fire and someone else smoked up the 
room with a firebrand in an effort to rid the place of 
a million green flies. Stern picked a green fly from his 


face and sighed. . . . 


There were two roll-calls per day . . . 0830 hours 
and 1730 hours. Supper usually followed the evening 
call. Breakfast, consisting of two onion-skin slices of 
bread and a cup of soluble coffee, was served after 
morning roll-call. The luncheon menu consisted of 
two slices of bread spread with enough liver paste to 
dampen the edge of a small knife. Three days a week, 
the men were graced with barley soup (with a subse 
quent elimination ot the liver paste . some men we uld 
strain 34 of the barley fron ap to be used in the 


1 a tler 
improvisation of salmon croquettes or cake hiller 


There were six prison camps punctuating th 
country around Sagen. The last camp had opened its 
barbed wire in March 1944, and Maj. Gale W. Cleven 
moved in as an aide to Col, Alkire. It had been a 
lengthy prison sentence for Buck Cleven 

It began on October 8, 1943, w hen three fighters 
attacked and left his ship a sagging wreck after the 
bombing of Bremen. Equipment was jettisoned in a 
futile attempt to stay in the air. The men bailed out, 


Cleven following from an a f approxir tely 


taken to uftwaflte station, 


mainder of the 


bitten burlap 


} 


brought them in 

They were separated 
Cleven’s room was small 
lated. Solitary confinement 
nended forms of amusement 
maddening hesitancy 

There was a surprise in store after a dinner of two 
egg-sized potatoes, a slice of bread and an evil glass of 
herb tea. Cleven received a visitor. Before the visitor 
entered, Cleven had neglected to cat the crude assort- 
ment of food offered him 

The man’s eyes lit u with disbehef upon enter- 
ing, as he saw such a large quantity of food lying 
undisturbed. He wore filthy civilian garb which 
paralleled his half-starved and gaunt appearance. His 
ensuing conversation was a hurried ramble, vague 
almost to the point of incoherency. 

“Do you mind if I talk? At the last place, the 
Bastile prison in France. . .. | could never carry on a 
conversation with anyone because of solitary confine 
ment. Sometimes I hammered on the walls to the 
neighboring cell, but they kept st | 
cupants so that a continued conversation wa 
ble. Look at all the room we have here. May I eat some 
of this food? Thanks. This is nothing short of a ban- 
quet. Why, I can actually walk around in a lar 
How dry it is in here. And so much sunlight 

After thirty minutes, Cleven, far fr 
far of the 
spoken on his mind 
average prisoner after 

It was sometime later when Cl 

he man w 

wn in Franc 

hid him for awhile, but the Germans fina 
capture, and using the excuse that wasn 
threw him into prison. He rotted 
fore the Germans nittec 
and transferred him thr 
period in prison produced wh 


as well as the c 


k 


t 


Pp 
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mmns in their camp, which » hort d 
short dis. 


Chances, 


ce away, and the Nazis were 
s also provided an outlet a: 
good, clean horseplay. Standard 


slat 


Pportunity 
ational pro- 
unk so that 
rd would be 


man jump- 


cedure was to slant the slats of an ur 

i mere traction of an inch on eacl 
porting the mattress. The weight of 
into the sack was enough to sen n, sack and 
its crashing down into the lower bunk. It soon be- 
came foolhardy for any man to retire ¢ carefully 
checking the status of his bed-slats ; 
At ten o'clock (2200 hours), ¢ 
locked in their blocks, The lights went out two hours 
tater, and huge dogs set loose in the c pound, The 
darkness was total, and Navigation 


*« men were 


; » the latrine 
situated at the end of the hall was no 

man water was tough on the bladder, a 
be a never-ending trek to the end of rhe 


feat. Ger- 
cre would 
I! all during 
night, with men groping blindly for the door 


knob to their room, others stumbling into oddly dis- 


rsed pieces of furniture, and morc cursing like 


l'rojans on general principles. 


In May 1944, Maj. Sam Lawrence 
block commanding officers, had been a pr 
year and a half. He was a man of vi 


ne of the 
er tora 
tempers, 
with a nature tending to the morose kler for 
a sc pline, he was nonetheless know n 2 square 
hooter. Stern had been cooking nearly a week when, 
preparing supper, he found the spam full of wriggli g 
white worms. Just at that time, Maj. Lawr 
DV the open door. 
“Major Lawrence!” Stern called. 
in here a moment please?” 


nce passed 


He came in, and Stern pointed to 
meat. “Major, the meat’s full of worms. 
: “That's life,” he muttered, and w 
e¢ room, 
The spam was cut into small chunk 


‘any worms extracted as possible. It was t 
Phat’s life... . 


The Dulaglufe at Frankfurt had been another 
along the route which finally led to Sagen and 
talag Luft HE. It was May 1944. The tr ut of 
issel was crowded, and the German guards routed 
¢ civilian passengers to make room for the American 
oners. The bewildered and embittered ¢x-occu- 
ints sulked in the aisle. 


r 


The men had been given ten loaves 
‘© Margarine and ersatz jam to stave 
ring the trip, The bread was black, and 


shed perilously close to five pounds. T} 
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ingredient seemed to be sawdust, and 
ing, it was almost possible to p r 
cles from between your teeth and use them as toot! 
pic ks. The jam was blood-red, and without too mucl 
imagination, you could picture its manufacture on the 
Russian front. 

Hunger blunts ones tastes, and not many refused 
to eat. The bread succeeded in accomplishing three 
objectives. It slaked hunger, caused acute gas forma- 
tions in the stomach and brought on tremendous 
thirst. 

The train pulled into Frankfurt and the men 
were hustled off onto the platform. They remained 
there for two hours being counted, while bitter 
civilians made bloodthirsty remarks and drew their 
forefingers ominously across their throats. When the 
men climbed aboard another train to continue their 
tour through Frankfurt, they admired the farflung 
areas of devastation, and felt a personal pride in hav- 
ing had a hand in the levelling of the Reich strong- 
hold. 

There was a two mile march at the end of the 
journey, when the train stopped at Oberossel, a suburb 
of Frankfurt. The men hiked it to the dreaded Dulag- 
luft, and found it to be a group of frame buildin 
Men in British and Russian uniforms were working 
with picks and shovels, constructing air raid shelters. 
The prisoners were halted in front of the largest 
building of the group. A German in a Luftwaffe uni- 
form called the roll in an Oxford accent and informed 
them that: “For you, the war is over.” 

In the basement of the building, the men were 
locked individually into concrete cells. It was colder 
than a Nazi’s heart down there. Soon, other Ameri- 
cans were thrust into the cells. There was little con- 
versation. Lunch was oatmeal soup, and they ate in 
silence, wanting to speak, but none trusting the man 
beside them, 

After a thorough search, cells were changed. 


The cubicle called A-19 was just like every other 
cell m Dulaglufe. Not even a peephole marred the 
solid door. The window was frosted glass and locked. 
Against the left wall stood a wooden bunk. Stern was 
tired and flopped down on the sawdust-filled gunny- 
sack. 

Two hours later, the door was unlocked, and a 
German sergeant entered, carrying a printed form in 
his hand. 

“Leftenant Stairn!” he barked, and Stern rose. 

“That's a fine German name,” he commented. 
“Did your parents come from Bairleen?” 


“No.” 


Do you remember a movie directed by Lewis 

Milestone? The opening scene shows the figure 10,000. 

en the camera backs up a little, Ind You can sce that 
it’s a large bag with 10,000 written on it.” 

The sergeant became extremely dramatic at this 
point. He spoke in a low, hoarse whisper, using his 
hands to describe the bag and the camera retreating 
trom tt, 

You don’t know what's in this bag,” he con- 
tinued. “It could be gold, feathers or just a dead 
weight of 10,000 pounds.” The Sergeant was drama 
tising himself into a lather. “Then the camera moves 
back a little more, and you can see that the bag is rest 
ing on a gallows. Suddenly,” he screamed, “the tr ap is 
sprung! .. .” He brought his hands together with a 


loud smack “and the bag drops through the 


floor... . Do you remember it?” 

“No, I don’t recall that picture,” Stern replied. 
“But did you see that other picture directed by Mile- 
stone, the one called ‘All Quiet on the Western 
Front *?” 

The sergeant grew furious. “Here! Fill this out!” 
he commanded, handing Stern the printed form and a 
pencil, 

At the top of the form was space for a name, 
rank and serial number. Stern filled this in. The ques- 
tionnaire then desired to know how and where the 
prisoner’s plane was shot down. This had already been 
filled in with the word “Parchim.” Then there were 
questions about the type of aircraft, squadron, group, 
group call signs, group C. O., target, type of bombs, 
etc. These were ignored. 

The form was handed back, and the sergeant 
asked, “How were you shot down? Fighters or flak?” 

“T don’t know.” 

“What group were you in?” 

“I don’t know.” 

He was becoming angry. “You are pretty stup j 
to be a Leftenant.” 

“C'est la guerre.” 

"You will not be quite $o funny if we send you 
to a concentration camp,” he chuckled. 

Inwardly, Stern was shaken, These bastards could 
very easily do anything, especially since his ancestors 
were of dubious Aryan stock. 

“Under the Geneva Conventions, I'm to go t 
Prisoner of War camp.” 

“The Conventions don t mean very much to us 

Stern’s curiosity prodded him and he asked 

How come you speak such fluent English?” 
“T was a waiter in Chicago. When the war s over, I 


1 to the United States.’ 


shall retu 
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Greenberg had slept across the 
WAAF Site at the Hundredth uned t 
“My God, Stern!"he greeted. "You posed ra licacy at Stalag Luft Il. Although all 
to be dead!" 
Stern straightened the m 


ick on the base, we 


The niece tall teas Ae Cross parcels in the room were turned over to the cook 


er out, and the men for the communal mess, the men insisted on re 


rection of a British sergeant. Pot 
bread, a chunk of cheese and a bit of 

tasted like dinner at the Waldorf. T uct was 
fashioned from Red Cross t’ood parcels, and there was 


ning 


gabbed for hours. at least half a D bar. Cigarette rations were two and a 
Dort Payne's room in Block 169 was composed half packs per week, and when such brands 
mainly of many who had left the bed and board of 
oe. : c J : the Bloody Hundredth to wander far afield. Among 
even one cup of beer per main brought over from the ider : 
# ee the residents were Red Carillo, pilot D. Pearson and 
German PX, which event provoked wild cheeri 


: 2 nee his bombardier, L. Smith, also W. Lund and J. Gras- 
The men retired to their tents at sundown. After f 


roll-call and breakfast the next morning, they were 
taken to the showers. Most of them were possessed of 
itchy clothes by chis time, anal the hot water did more 


i for morale than Betty Grable doing ke-off ) 

} eC y rable Omg a take act on 

= “te E * =" . om had been told and digested, the talk once more re- 
ross in Geneva. They were then the wing of a B-17, - 


‘ ; : verted to the twin and universal topics . . . food and 
ss the road to a barbed wire enclosure, There were church services om Sunday, : 


sround a pair of barracks. There English mess sergeant doubling as the pastor 
¢ men than beds, and some men doubled up few biblical quotations, he dehivered a sermon 


keynote of which was grateful ness for beir 


Raleighs, Marvels, Twenty Grand and Roys crept into 
the parcels, cards were cut to see who would get them 


I doors were unlocked and 


Food was set up as a medium of exchange, and 


A line was formed the bank was called the Food-Acco. Each commodity 


where he prisoners were silli, the co-pilot and navigator. Malooly and his crew was given a certain number of points. A can of milk 


were also in the compound, and the new Kriegies in- 
formed him that he had made captain during his 


velope containing the personal be- brought 100 points, while spam and corned beef were 
rated at 85, and a small can of cheese brought 15 


which had beer taken from them at Ludw igs ¢ F 
absence. After all the greetings and poop from group points. 


jog-tag had been removed, presumably to 


The points fluctuated according to the scarcity 


of the article. At first, cigarettes were 12 points. As 


women. they became scarcer, they jumped as high as 36. It was 


The men whose tastes were more academic could a miniature stock market from which a shrewd ma- 


regale themselves with the reference and lending li- nipulator could emerge with a small grocery store. As 


After laying claim to a sack, the men paced the 
mall enclosur | 


fresh air a Everyone searched t} 


carded cigarette butts. When two or three had been 


It was exhilarating to be out in th Ib Th full 4 h braries. The newer books, such as "A Tree Grows in an economy, it was strictly unplanned, and fell prey 
was exnilarating ec oO in the albeit prisoners. e men w in fu accorG With ” | 
P en were se « Brooklyn” were on lengthy waiting lists, but Roberts to all the artificial scarcities and booms. D-Ration bars 


ground for dis- 


these sentiments, and sang loudly as a hymn closed 


somehow managed to get them. He discovered a recipe 
the service. 


were 100 points until the hoarding began, at which 
for a concoction of bread mixed with hamburger in 
the “Tree,” 
with gratifying results. 

Each day at approximately 1600 hours, a runner 
would bring the BBC news into the block, and the of- 
ficers in charge would congregate in the wash room 


time they spiralled to 200 points. The Acco then was 
suddenly flooded with D bars, and the price slipped 
back to 100. 

The one advantage of being a cook in the com- 


accumulate were rolled in a piece of tissue and 


: ; 
ked with much sighing and grinning 


th 


with lice. The men slept 


That evening a group of Liberators dropped 


and the find was immediately employed 


sm bombs on a factory one mile from the camp 


The men left Wetzlar on May 29, 1944, headed 
for Sagen and Stalag Lufc HI... . 


That night, the bunks were found to t 


) 
ly, scratched and tossed. ; 

1 | 1 munal mess was the not insignificant factor of being 
In the morning after roll-call, they were given a piece : 


bread. Capt. J. Roberts and Capt. E. Brodsky, 


Being the high ranking American officers present, 


able to sample the wares during the preparatory stages. 
an . : ; to listen. Guards were posted at cach end of the While slicing the cheese over the potatoes for an au 
i he story of escapes from the Stalag Luft is the : 


were put ir cnet thie Gacsuidnae The arenas barracks. After the news conference, the men were gratin dish, the cook could deftly drop three slices on 


story of many bitter disappointments. Continual ef- 
scheduled to 


forts by organized crews in which everyone partici 
pated availed nothing. The one almost insurmountable 
obstacle was distance . 


f informed as to the progress of the invasion. Maps . s us salle : ; t 
ve Dulagluft for a transient camp informed as tc e€ progress ¢ f the spuds, and one down his gullet. Despite all the 


5 — mn £ fi 1 the research nae . 5. . cack = 
forty miles north, and unless they signed a parole were drawn from history books found in the researc bitching, the men did not resent this, as the cooks 


ising not to attempt escape, their shoes and belts 


library, and pins were moved up as the Allied armies 
advanced. Thus, the prisoners kept track of their 
liberators. 


pror were veritable “wheels” in the machinery of the camp. 


. . the distance separating the 
prisoners from friendly forces. An American in dis- 


guise is easily spotted as such. Those who managed to 


were to be confiscated. Roberts and Brodsky put the Stern quit cooking in July. The job was taking 


proposition before them, and they voted to sign up too much of his reading time, and a second cause 


Af r mar > } to Obeross : rT was the fact that his roommates were making nasty 
After the r ch back to erosses, the prisoners 


leave the confines of the camp were picked up in short 


J and threatening remarks. He threw in the apron, 


were loaded on a special train that took five hours to f 


order due to this fact t 
; | ¢ | 5 , Each block had a baseball team, and the spirit o ‘ 3 we z ~ vot 
reach Wetzlar. There was a four mile, uphill hike from Englishmen were the most successful cam; abdicating by request, and Bill Fagen, together with 


h was perched atop a 


small mountain overlooking the town. The scenery 


competition finally ended in the subsidization of ball 


the Station to the camp, whic ‘ < " 
players. Hal Van Every, former All-American foot- 


breakers, because their continental approach and Larry Seamon, took over the culinary department 


mannerisms blended with the European mode of lif 
Despite the numerous failures, men continued thei 
' ; 

and dry, and upon reaching the can Pp, everyone was search for freedom and the road back. .. . 

drenched with perspiration 


The remainder of the men took turns on K. P., which 


ball star, promoted deals whereby the better players 


was magnificent but unappreciated. The air was hot was not too bad in view of the fact that the kitch 


moved into his block, which won the league play-off. 
After the block play-offs, the bombardiers and 
pilots formed teams. Don Griffin got the boys to- 


police received first priority on licking the pans. TI 


is, if they beat the cooks to it 

There was another roll-call, another frisking, 5 a It was inevitable that the musicians in the camp 
i I } gether. Since the bombardiers were rated the weaker 

after which the men were tssued a pair of shoes and a : 


The entire camp went berserk on June 6. would eventually get together on Y. MC. A. 


Through a secret radio, the BBC (British Broad 


casting Corp.) had announced the invasion of Frar 


; . scible 
eam, Stern was reluctant to wager his more tangible : 
Red Cross cardboard grip. They were then taken to a - ¥ 4 ments, A twelve-piece band was formed, playing as 
t l { assets, such as cigarettes or D-Ration chocolate bars f 
tent area, where they hurriedly untied the web thong 


on the outcome of the game. However, he bet room their theme a jived-up version of “If I ha 


that secured the grip. 

Inside, there was treasure finer by far than mere 
gold or jewels. There were five packs of cigarettes, five 
packs of Chiclets, a pipe, a package of tobacco, a razor, 
a toothbrush, shaving brush, tooth paste and shaving 
cream, a comb, two pairs of shorts and undershirts, 
two pairs of socks, a nightgown and a red wool 
sweater.proudly bearing the label of the Red Cross 


from whence it came. It was a Kriegie’s idea of heaven. 


Morale shot up higher than the German defenses at 


Cherbourg. The end of the war was seen by October 
On the 7th, the Volkischer Beobachter carried th 
headline: “Die Invasion hat Begonnen.” The Nazis 
however, were confident that they could push th 
Allies back into the sea. 

A new cluster of Kriegies was welcomed into th 
West Compound on June 7. Among the guests 
Lucius Lacy, Herb Greenberg and navigator Rossman 


mate Lucas a breakfast in bed on Sunday, the loser to 
lug the winner's coffee and toast to him, as he reclined 
in luxurious splendor amongst the wood shavings of 
his mattress. 

The bombardiers won. 
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of an Angel.” They played under the title of th 

ing Syncopators,” and “Mot” Williams, first trumpet 
man, could be heard blowing his brains out on “Rose 
Room” through Block 169 until lights out. On July 
4, the band marched through the barracks at eight in 


Fagen would stand at 

ndow aiming a machine gun visible to no one 
en he would 

Blow up, you 

nal 


while everyone 
j 


ly claime damaged plane 


an ME 410's Number 


screamed, Fagen fina 


engine started 


two camp papers, the “Stump” and the “Kriegie 


Klarion” were published. They a peared on Monday, 
1 remain pinned to the bulletin board in the 

all during the week. They contained news 

gleaned from personal letters 

ONS . comic Strips . sports of the compound 
poetry ... theatre news and the like. One comic 
strip was entitled “Nita Leigh,” and the heat gener 
ated in the strip brought forth a protest from the 
Chaplain. The cartoonist subsequently toned down 
the bedroom" scenes and cut down the number of 


whiskey bottles in each frame. 


The battles on the Continent raced and see-sawed 
through into 1945. In January, the Red Army 
cracked through Poland and into Germany. Sagen lay 
before the advancing Russians and the Germans began 
to get jittery. There was a huddle with the hich- 
ranking American officers, who were ordered to 
toughen up the men by introducing hikes around the 
compound. 

Col. Alkire issued an edict on January 23. All 
men were to hike the 7% of a mile around the com- 
pound ten times a day for ten days. Speculation was 
aroused throughout the camp, and the possibilities of 
a forced foot-slogging east or west were discussed. 

The hiking order was complied with, and there 
was no goofing off. The ground was covered with 
snow, and the tramping of 5,000 pairs of feet packed 
it down into smooth, slippery ice. There were sprained 
ankles, blisters, sore feet and strained muscles, 

By January 26, tension was high. Loaded FW 
190's groaned over the camp. The Germans were 
blowing up their airports near the camp. Each block 
was given orders to build four sleds and prepare packs 
made from pillow cases and overcoats, 

The men were sitting around the room playing 
bridge on January 27, when someone rushed into 
Block 168 yelling: “Prepare to march!” 

Everyone was stunned, and for a moment, the 


men were unable to move. Some dev eloped bad cases 
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30 } r 


€ shakes The time was 2 urs. | 


to rush around in dazed confusion, atte: 


pack their meager belongings, 


‘I had been saving copies of the Volk: 
Beobachter and the Deutsche Allagemeine Z 


take home as souvenirs,” Stern wrote later, “but 


eitu 


Were too heavy to tote. Fagen and Seamon split uy 
remaining Red Cross rations as evenly as possible. | 
packed my share. We threw most of the coal we 
left into the stove, and the room Was warm for 
first time since summer. 

“At 2230, we fell out and prepared to marc 

re was a red glow on the horizon to the southeast 
and we could hear guns booming in the distance. 
prayed that the Russians would get to Sagen bef 
we marched out. It was hopeless. They were 32 mil 
away, and the Goons were fighting bitterly. 

“Since the guards hadn't arrived, we fell back 
into the barracks, and I helped build sleds. Everyon 
Was running wild, breaking into the Food Acco and 
taking all the food and cigarettes. They ransacked the 
cookhouse for meat and potatoes. At 2400 hours, we 
fell out again. A half hour later, we began to marcl 
past the gate, and were handed a Red Cross parcel 
each, My pack weighed about 40 pounds, so I carried 
the parcel in a sling. 

“The snow was about two feet deep, and a driv- 
ing rain and snowstorm made progress slow, cold, 
miserable and tedious. A half hour out from camp, the 
road was littered with blankets, musical instruments, 
parcels and cigarettes. The men could not carry them. 

“We hoofed it for 50 minutes, then took a break, 
men dropping into the snow along side the road. 
Every two hours, we would fall out for a 30 minute 
break, but it became so cold, that at the end of 15 
minutes, the men would start yelling to march again. 
When I would start to feel exhausted, I would munch 
a cube of my prepared iron ration, and it would give 
me enough lift to keep dogging along. 

“At 1115, we slogged into the town of Frei- 
waldau. We were taken to an Arbeitslager (Work 
camp) that was manned by Russian and Polish labor, 
mostly women. The wind was clawing right through 
our clothes, and the mercury sank to 22° below zero 
centigrade. Two men had frozen their feet, and were 
rushed inside. The rest fought their way into the 
larger building. I was lucky enough to be swept in 
with the tide. God! It was wonderful to be warm 
again... but my exultation was shortlived, as Amer- 
ican brass chased us out. 

“The women kept the stoves red-hot in the cook- 
house, heating water for us. I don’t know what was in 


the water, but it was absolutely n 


myself to get something hot down, but it kept con 


ing back up. We were finally informed that we could 
take turns sleeping in the chicken house adjoining the 
main building, but only for an hour. I was one of the 
first ones in. The floor was littered with straw that was 
infested with chicken lice and dung. Nothing 
bothered anybody. I curled up into my blanket and 
fell asleep. An hour later, we were aroused, and thx 
second shift came in. I went back outside and ate 
some spam and crackers for supper. 

“Everyone was lightening their packs. | threw 
away everything but food, eating utensils and blan- 
kets. The slave laborers had a ficld day gathering dis- 
carded cans of powdered milk, margarine and cartons 
of cigarettes. We had marched 29.6 kilometers that 
first night.” 


“At 1730 hours we pulled up stakes again and 
headed for the town of Muskau. The wind was biting, 
but it had stopped snowing. We crawled along the 
road cursing and groaning. 
made an attempt to escape, and the Goons started 


2330, some of the lads 


shooting wildly. The entire marching column dived 
into a snowbank. The air was chill and quiet, and the 
sound of ricocheting bullets whining through the 
night was all you could hear. One bullet flicked up the 
snow about a foot in front of me, and I started to 
pray. I forgot all about the fact that I was freezing to 
death there in the snowbank. It was all over in ten 
minutes, and we resumed the march, That's when | 
found out that I was half-frozen. 

“We pulled into the town of Priebus at 0100 
hours on January 29. Men were dropping from ex- 
haustion and exposure. Two guards and four Ameri- 
cans had already died. It seemed curiously ironic to see 
two Americans carrying one of the guards who could 
go no further. Men who could no longer walk were 
lifted aboard the horse-drawn German supply wagons. 
When there was no more room, they hung on to the 
tailboard, and were dragged half-conscious the re- 
mainder of the way to the next village. 

“Lucas kept falling asleep while marching, and 
would only wake up when he smashed his nose into 
the pack of the man in front of him. Every muscle 
in my body was screaming for rest, and my lips and 
hands were swollen twice their normal size. I was 
afraid to look at my feet for fear that they would not 
be there. The men were becoming delirious, and the 


snow came driving down again. 


“As I painfully trudged along step by step, my 
mind flashed back to my home in Washington. I re- 
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cigar 

‘I thought: "Godammit, Dad you're sitting in 
warm house 1 big dinner wi your son 1s 
freezing and 5 rsaken German 
back road. Ir j fai I r te! 
isn’t fair!’ 

“Five kilometers out of Priebus, Lucas, Sunder 
land, and one of our new roommates, Patillo, dropped 
out and were housed in a schoolhouse. I was com- 
pletely delirious, as was Bill agen, who was marching 
alongside’of me. We did not even recognize each other. 
When we stopped in a small village Fagen turned to 
me and grabbed me by the shoulder 

“*Joe! You old son of a bitch!” he screamed. ‘It’s 
good to be back in Flint! Say! You stay here, and I'll 
go down the street and call up my wife, and have her 
meet us at the Chinaman’s for supper! 

“Sounds damn good to me, pal,’ I replied. ‘I'm 
hungry 

‘Fagen stepped out of the column to make the 
phone call, and was immediately thrust back in by a 
German guard. “These cops around here won't let me 
by,’ Fagen moaned. ‘Must be a fire or something.’ We 
started marching again. 

“Fight kilometers out of Priebus, I could go no 
more. It was 0400 hours, and I was in a state of col- 
lapse. Herb Greenberg also dropped out. We tried to 
climb aboard a horse-drawn wagon that was headed 
for an inn one kilometer down the road. Herb got 
on the wagon, but there was no room left for me. I 
spent the night in a barn with 175 other men who 
could go no further. We fought each other like hun- 
gry Rotarians over an olive for enough space to sleep. 
I finally wangled a place, crawled into my blankets, 
and died. | had sludged 32 kilometers that night. 

“The sun was shining and one of my neighbors 
informed me that it was 1000 hours when I came back 
to life. I felt as though a small steamroller had run 
across me during the night, and my mouth tasted like 
the inside of a motorman’s glove. I gathered my few 
belongings, finding that acan of m argart 1 ind aun 
of spam were missing. I cursed and ranted, but to no 
avail 

“The Goon guards had built a fire outside 
barn to keep warm, and the Americans Were using it 
to heat water and warm their food. Some of the local 
farmers were lugging hot water and cooked potatoes 
to us in exchange for cigarettes. I heated some corned 
willie, and spread it generously on two thick slices of 


the sawdust bread. I polished off this repast wit 


Ihe pottery plant w 
and French slave 
refuge was 


found 


crete and dozen 


“The next day 
lads who had beer 


1600. We cook turns ¢ ing 


and barteri 1 cigarettes 
potatoes. As I stood at the 
with an old Frau, the 

and muttering: ‘Alle 


thought to myself: ‘Bri ther, you ain't 


k 
erty ' 
We left the pottery factory at Muskay r 


uary 31 at 1315 hours, after an issue of a fittl 


loaf of bread per man, plus a dab of margarine 


plus zero temperatures had combined to give the road 
a glass-like surface. Even after two days of rest, m1 


right arch was sending twingin; 


on tk 
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ute, I picked uy 


r a cane. I was no longer 
ny way over the ice 
¢ straggled into the little villag 
2030, having inched our way 22 kil 


luskau. Since the column had been form 


numbers, our entire block was quartered 
belonging to a wizened farmer named Wj}]i Jur 
covered the horse leavings with straw and 
sicep. 

“We woke at an early hour, as we we 
to march out at 0700 hours. However, we 
word that we would not resume the trek unt 
hours, Willi had a tool shed with a hot water « 
it. We took it over, cooked potatoes and prepared | 


off The boys roamed around the yard sw 
Willi’s eggs. Grabowski, on a scrounging t 
up a glass egg that was lying in the hen house a 
centive to lazy hens. When he found that it 
we had to tie him down. 

“Now Willi had a daughter who was 

handsome young Nazi mechanic in the 
watte. As an engagement present, she had beer 
ing away a precious bucket of walnuts, which 
cached in the barn. With no difficulty at all, s 
the feretting Yanks found them, and having 
their pockets, tipped off the rest of us. We imm: 
depleted the poor gal’s walnut present. 

“When Willi’s daughter found the walnut 
she ran into the house crying and yelling bitter 
German. Her mother, through an interpreter 
Maj. Lawrence what had happened, and the n 
whose pockets were bulging, promised to resto 
confiscated goods. He placed a bucket in the 
and we filed in one at a time. Those who had f 
the filberts dropped them reluctantly back into the 


bucket. After we had completed the return, th 


major | 


went into the stable and returned triumphant! 

to the Jung family with a full bucket. To plac; 

ull } > } 
till bawling daughter, he gave her a D bar and a cake 
f 


of soap. She and her husband probably ate the D ba 
heir honeymoon.” 


At 1715 hours, we slushed our way out 
cin, and arrived at our terminus, Sprembe 
We were housed in the garages of a Wehr 
dance base. I went to sleep that night while 
raid sirens were wailing the approach of the 
We had walked 102 kilometers in five days 
let anyone tell you that the occupational 


of 


> ; ; ; 
a Prisoner of War aren’t rough. ... 


he mer 7 J 
The men set up camp life again at Nurnburg, 


racks. On 


Cleven were assigned duties by Col 
which were operative in the event that tre ubl 
at any point. Maj. Egan was Provost Marshal of 
of camps. Plans were laid for the possibility that the 
prisoners might take over control of the camp 
their own protection. This was almost out of the qu 
tion, as Allied troops were still too far away. 

After an argument with their captors, it 
agreed not to travel more t 29 kilometers per 
or night. The Nazi colonel insisted on night mar 
and it was rough. On the seconu night, tl 
watched a first-rate raid on Nurnburg, and all 
happy not to have been there. 

Rain made the pilgrimmage miserable, and after 
five days and nights of stumbl 


at the town of Marching. Before crossing the Danube, 


ne column arrived 


the men were allowed to rest overnight I gan n ited 
that Cleven and Aring had cloak and dagger ap- 
pearances, and was not too surprised when he was in 
formed that Col. Alkire h ad gry en them permissior to 
slip away. 

As Cleven saw it, the Germans intended to fall 


finish. Consequently, the river would be a 
closed behind them if they crossed it. 

That night, as the German Hauptman was check- 
ing for irregularities, Egan was busy pumping wa 
on a rusty old pump to cover the action. Cleven 
Aring sped for the fence as the pump scraped and 
squealed. Egan stopped pumping a moment too soon, 


but the would-be escapees crashed through 


It was April 9, 1945 when Egan headed back 


from his pumping job while Cleven and Aring tou id 
themeelves on the free side of the fence. They took off 
through the muddy fields, using hedges and bus! 
cover. They pushed on through the night, a 
towards morning, came upon a small grove of w illows, 
where they decided to spend the day. On this exact 
day, a local farmer decided that the field adjacent to 
the hidden men needed plowing. 

For hour after hour, the ground within fifteen 
feet of Cleven and Aring was being pulverized. They 
hugged the earth as the day slipped slowly cow ard eve 
ning. As the sun went down, they began cutting 
acrogs fields once again. For food, they had a box of 
prunes, some iron rations made from barley, sugar and 
chocolate (four square inches for both men), a pack- 


age of crackers and a package of British meat 
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{ 


collecting firewood 

That night, the trail 
nning north and 
» spend the day 


sroadeasting before they had left the column 


tremely rosy 


ncers Were poing i I All Ld Vance 


Al dow: 


the artery, be : he Gern belied 
t } 


ese reports und used the highw Ly DOH w 
nother two evenings, and the food situatio 

beginning to bind. course was set to the 
northwest. The rain was steady and the night black. 
They walked into barbed wire... trees... ditches. 
It was difficult to see each other, and the compass was 
useless. They finally ended up in a road block. This 
consisted of a jumbled mess of felled trees, over which 
they climbed for what seemed hours. They decided to 
wait for dayl , and as light appeared, they saw that 
the road ahead was clear. 

The day was spent on the side of a mountain. 
Che refuge was inconvenient and the insistent rain 
weighted and soaked their clothes. At nightfall, the 
pourney led across a range dow ninto a narrow VV alley 
that ended with 2 town and a stream 
ing so as not to disturb the occupants, Cleven and 
Aring began to skirt the town. In scrambling across a 
sharp precipice, they suddenly lost the r bal ance 

There was an uproar of hogs and chickens as the 
men slid down into a farmer’s yard. Overco 
disgust more tha ith fear, they decided wu 
down the main street and cross the brids 
Nazis noses. They casually walked past the pedestrians 
and cars. No one took notice of them, and they 


left the town behind. 


Dawn of the next day found them 
valley filled with clouds, and the day was 

the side of another ridge. Approaching darkness found 
them sneaking past Aaninnovera local stream Vading 
soldiers or civilians had become monotonous. They 
moved ahead, and nothing mattered but 
foot in front of the other 

Sunlight located then 


trees, which proved to bet 


for being seen, th 


s were dashed. 


emained unperceive 
vached. Af 
French workers 


even supplic d 


oblem, They had 

was such that 

if recent run had 

derably. Any exertion in stand 


duced dizziness and partial black 


ntormed them of the reported 
ed troops, and their he pes were 
ht much movement of enemy 
walked and listened 

up with the 

s, machine gun and small 


nd clattered around them. Shelling 


the East-West super 
southern end of Nurn- 
ket, discussing the 
hat walking in 
now safer f all, the roads 
mined. Secondly, they + e@hot in the 
by their own tr 
before noon, a 
decided that if it was safe 


hey could walk in 


out, and after several hours met some German civilians 


They started 


who informed them that Allied troops were in a local 
villa 


ge. This proved to be the only contact made by 
Cleven and Aring with any Germans. 

They headed for the y illage, and encoantered the 
45th Division. Their nine nigats across Germany had 
paid off in freedom. They were treated royally, ate 
ravenously, and rested awhile. Contact was established 
with the proper authorities for transport out of Ger- 
many. 

“Consequently, after due processes,” Cleven con- 
cluded, “I wound up back at Thorpe Abbotts with 
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After Egan had completed his Operat 
ing, he headed back to his quarters, wishing 
that Cleven and Aring would make good 
away. Egan and Cleven had been togethe 
months out of their total service. They had ser 
gether at Randolph, Kelly, Hendricks, Fort \{ 
Tampa, Boise, Walla Walla, Wendover, Sioux 
Kearney and Thorpe Abbotts, England. 

Both had agreed that Egan following ¢ 
down into Germany was going a little too f 
though Cleven’s first words to Egan upon the 
ing in prison camp had been... “You're late. 
detained you?” 


Egan thought back to December 26, 1943, 
Kriegies from the Center Camp came over for 
to see the boys in the South Camp. They had jan 
into Egan’s quarters. There were Ollie Chies! 
Pinky Helstrom . . . Dick Carey and C. cruikshanh 

F. D. Murphy... R.C. Pearson... E. Moffly 
navigator C, Sarabun . , . Braley . . . Solomon 
Hollenbeck and others piled into the six by m 
room. It was a Bloody Hundredth reunion, and 
made old home week look like a funeral... . 

Here it was April 9, 1945, almost fifteen mont! 
later. Cleven was off across muddy fields, and the 
camp was parked by the side of the brown Danube. 
waiting for fate and the Goons to get the men across 

The crossing never took place. There was 
change of plans, and more marching to a place called 
Mulhausen, Then on to Holzhausen . . . to 
Obermunchen and Willersdorf. Many men slipped 
away during the night. Then the gate of another 
prison camp clanged behind the weary column. There 
Was more rain, more wind, and a large, virile collection 
of fleas and lice, 


Egan conscientiously continued to scribble notes 


in Cleven’s book, which Buck had left with him. 


April 29, 1945 


“We have more or less taken over the camp. 
Germans are about but things are going our way. Last 
night, Col. Good and the C. O. of the German SS met 
and planned to make this camp neutral ground. Col. 
Good took a Red Cross truck and went through the 
lines to Allied Headquarters, where he met a West 
Point classmate. The American Command said .. . 
HELL NO, we'll fight for it! The Kriegies are in the 
middle again. Right now a fair-sized war is going on all 
around us. Light arms, tanks, heavy guns, mortars, 


ete. So far, three people have been wounded. Maj. 


the trees, and you can 
The town has been taken. My first gl 


white and blue in 19 months 
People are shaking hands and tear 
know what are rolling down cheeks. | mus 
inthrope ... the stuff has had no grea 
‘ll knock off. An American tank 
I may be a free man. Flags of all nations are 
France, England, Russia, India, Serbia, 
People without flags are dashing around getting th 
national colors to make flags. Tanks are 
through the trees in the distance. Small arms fire 
not be heard at this time. ... Heavy guns and m 
still shake the buildings. The number 
now eight. 
“A Piper Cub just flew over c amp. The 
us must be over, We are free. 1405 April 29 
Smith of the 3rd Army just entered camp in a jee 
followed by an armored vehicle. Further identificat 
was impossible because it was covered with Kriegie 
1900 April 29.... We are free! The infantry has not 


arrived but the tank boys assure us ‘Allus 1s Goot 


14 wW 
| i 


Heavy guns continue to shake the building 
light of the day was a Cpl. Mahoney, 
Ww hose son, 2 lieutenant, was a prisoner 
Reliable rumor has it that we go to Le Havre 
from here. The British believe Churchill will 
out. I'll settle for a box car 
“The SS were responsible for the shoot ng up of 


the camp. We have not had a Victory spree yet. 
ble olf 
receive parcels tomorrow, we will probab ya 


I still have all my iron ration .. . seriously 
think I'll ever eat it.” 


April 30, 1945 

“Soldiers all over the place. Goons putting 
sistance about 1‘ miles from here. Alkire’s regit 
of which [ am Exec, goes inte action 
warchouse to billet our troops, who are ¢ 
work parties. We are going to France by air 
to ten days. Heard that Col. 
States... no word of Cleven. If he's home I'] 
for the wedding. We picked up three barre 


amount of ‘ spirits, ’ also fresh eggs. 
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wasn't 
farmer who knew exactly 
he legend had a roo 
the Russians go home after 

“Sure,” I said. 
rest after a tour,” 
I didn’t know bul the Russians 
He couldn’t get killed... . His first fli didn’t make any difference, anyway 
Bremen saw the Hundredth take a bad smashing 


second tour a week later. He was fl 


e 
second, all the way to Marienburg, was one of the same way; with his shir 
] , i> = rhe a i . 
ongest B-17 flights in the ETO until that ¢ perspiration around the sh 

1 his third was Munster. One, two three was in the cockpit and with no particularly exciti 


after the next, and his ball turret gunner, information for the interrogators after he came back 


, (“If you come back,” he told the interrogators, “it's 
tired ti a milk run.) 

' , : 
second might after Marienburg we were t Now 


night after Bremen we were too 


it must be said just once 
red, and the third night after Munster we wer 


. finished.” 
the late afternoon, as Rosenthal’s ship came mother or sister or somebody who had been killed Was running out, and at last, as hi 
} | 


the airfield at Thorpe Abbotts, it was by the Germans. Legends take on things that aren't sputtered out, he rolled on an airfield just 
one in the sky on that Oct: ber day in 1943. TI ther 


Rosenthal is Jewish. Some people liked to thin! 


he was taking revenge on Germans; that 
t 


e. Rosie flew against the Germans because they f of the North Sea . and England. Sti 
. y 1 | i ella 
procedure for formations was un- were Nazis and they were killing a lot of peopic, and still fl 


was only one plane coming in . Jewish as well as non Jewish His family was safe at ‘ : ’ ebruary Major 


half a plane, for two engines were home in Brooklyn, and he didn’t 


Roser 
i 
planes had failed to return. 


like to talk about it ¢ sain and ¢ tim looked 
why he was fighting. I ’ remained 
DeBlasio, the tail gunner, wrote in his j iber Three explode and six n 
> of God we were the only Rosie got himself a silver leaf 
pilot brought us home He couldn't get killed... . Wt was luck, nine- Abbotts. The war ¢ n the summer 
tenths of it, and Rosenthal will tell you that. Sure +5 or he would have gone 
yn that afternoon was very ex- he could fly but so could a lot of other good m a stubborn guy. He had 52 
on with a private physician who went down ... and Rosie will tell you that too, ind plenty of fr ilad 
in terms of the evidence When he came home alone from Munster, it through the Distinguished 
With the formation spelled nearly the end of the origin: iredet been flying from th 
rget was reached, Bomb Group which had assembled at Boise, Idaho, He came h 
pped his bombs on Munster and kept in 1942. He came into the war en the ng rass and the decoratic ns an 
he legend was under way hotter than it was ever to be again in the Europ ictly back into 
I egan with Bremen ended with Air War. We had no fighters in th then. The has got hold 
me it became S mmething sp < Jerry planes simply lay around 
came home to a crazy holi fighter cover American planes 
March 1944. The sk vas the German coast, leaving the 
9 Bocuzzi rode down by themselves. 
back of an MP’s motor- Now that the war is over, it 1 I el When he was with the 
J. E. Woodard was ’ said that a single bomber is just 
The legend was really und 


, j er way. Rosen never was a match for ski 
ign order fT 


‘ Rosenthal nov 
bay iitomheal ‘ nthal N 


We were dropping over en 
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 S $3" SERVICE GROUP 


COMMAND 5 
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ihere was 


No single 


€ dec: 
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GROUP STAFF OFFICERS 


Sefronka, DeMarco, Barnett, Rue, Dolton. Fifth Row 


ve 


I integral 


many 


n, farm 


DY men 


often 


at 


Beucus, Hewitt, Meod, Smith, Parker Second Row: Bc Poremski, Gaude, 


ers, Bernberg, LePore, Murphree, Earle, Kibble. K; hers Hollings 


Seyller 


spectacular work. They were the men who fed and 
clothed the base, the men who dished out the butts 
and candy rations, the men who listened to the gripes 
i an issued piece of equipment failed to full 


sausty. 


These men, working at Station 139, TI orpe 


Abbotts, a B-17 base in East Anglia, had traveled 
far to perform these vital chores. The journey 
in the long summer of 1942, as men shipped 
Lubbock, Texas, 

They came from recruiting stations and 
technical schools, The majority had been in t 
less than six months. It was June, 1942. Th 
country was still girding, Preparing to step int 
Three months before, Gen. Marshall had said 
time has come when We must proceed with tne 
ness of carrying the war to the enemy.” 


began 


One month later, Marshal Stalin called 

Second Front. .. -But Corregidor fell in Ma 

on June 21, the Desert Fox, Rommel, suet 
Tobruk. ... The news was bad and the Alli 
being pushed back across the headlines of the u 

- + In June 1942, Maj. Gen. Dwight D. Eisen! 
set up his headquarters in the ETO, The G 
armics were on the march in Russia. ¢*« Agaiy 
bac Adrop of defeat, the aspirations and movem 
of a small group of men in the Texas Panhbandl 
du arfs into less than insignificance. Yet, one 
of men, multiplied a thousand fold by more and still 


on Sroups, finally brought the enemy to t 
Rite 5. 


Lubbock summers are hot. They are also dry 
and dusty, except when the infrequent rains turn 


83RD S 


the company streets into quagmires of white, limey 
mud that clings with the lifelike persistence of 
leeches. 

The original cadre from Brooks Field, San An 
tonio, Texas, hit Lubbock as the 83rd Air Base 
Group, Sp AC. The Recruit Department expanded 
and two outfits were formed. The 83rd was one of 
these outfits. Heading the new group was a wiry, 
dynamic major named Samuel K. Eck, whose motto, 
“No can do.. 
the outfit. 

Training a green outfit is identical throughout 
the branchgs of the army. It takes equal parts of 
patience and sweat, to which occasional dashes of 


. can do” became the catch phrase of 


disappointment must be added. It takes times and it 
takes intensive training. 

The Lubbock Army Flying School boasted of 
good runways. Twin engine, advanced trainers 
circled overhead as a new class of cadets flew in. The 
planes were crewed by personnel of the school squad- 
rons. The men of the 83rd were meanwhile schooled 
at the Sub-Depot under civilian instructors, being 
led into the intricacies of engineering and supply 
work. The men who in future months would roll 
parachutes, push link trainer buttons and click com- 
bat shutters now answered roll call and went to 
school «ad did the air corps hop in calisthenics. The 
rat-tat of small arms fire heralded their qualifying 
rounds with the Springfield and Tommy gun. 

In July, the 83rd was absorbed into the Air 
Service Command, and became the 83rd Service 
Group, consisting of Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron and the 98th Service Squadron. Also as- 
signed to the group was the 2005th Quartermaster 
Truck Co. The men worked, squinted into the hot 
sun and shook their heads over the newspapers, 
which told of further German advances. There was 
second front talk in the high places, some of which 


was primarily double talk. The war was supposed to 
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There was oil in th 
off to the hor 


| 


landscape 


Plains rolled 
uted the Panhandle 
ad leading back to tl 
waved green | 
have been the decorative 
proved a constant source of inspir 
he 83rd 
Consi INSpIraliG 
the town, which drove 


| 


somewhat less than tent punch dispens 


local liquid centers. Occasional dances 
ors around town, on which occasions 
addicted 


spiked the punch with str 
F i 


the group swrvice always 
origin. 

The Hilton Hotel was one of 
attraction, while the Cotton Club on the 
town attracted the local trade by lining up nan 
bands, Further up the line, 
Amarillo beckoned, and many men headed there 
spend their longer week-end passe 

The Lubbock stay stretched into 
the Texas sun beat down, warming September 
slightly diminishe 


Even as the winds churned up the dr 


October with \ yf 


people in another part of the one 
way through the rubble and snow 
their minds of single purpose 
1,000,000 foemen out of the city. 


Guadalcanal pushed into 


from Walla W 


s assigned to the group. 
aj. C. Adams commanded the 

Sq., Lr. R. Major was in charge 
Ordnance Supply Co. and Capr. B 
nanded the 1970th QM Truck Co. 
Life was far from placid when these 
hitherto independent units came 


togeth 
time before their loss of sovereignty 


placed by the striving toward a commor 


c 


It was at Pendleton that three pros 
popular officers joined the group. Capts 
Bouchard, Walter A. Harelton and Euge: 
ill reported together. Their military 
brisk salutes belied the fact that it had 


ar 


years since they had stuffed 
he pockets of their uniforms. Th 
n D. Clinkman, showed them 
s ofhce, where after the usual military 
y were greeted with a typical Eckias 
intentions, 
Gentlemen,” the colonel said, “I ¢ 


find that I’m a pretty square shooter, b 


fair to warn you that I may ride you rat! 


sometimes.” The words were hardly 
Rovegno, putting on his best southern draw 
‘Colonel, suh, you’d better put on your 
Cause you're going to find the ridin’ pretty 


ai 


time: 


There were other officer arrivals at Pen 


The little ex-marine, Lt. Albert Alex, 
head the Hq. and Hq. Squadron. Lt. Hen 
lingsworth was to become §roup pianist in 
to his Chemical Warfare duties. The Med 
partment was augmented by the arrival of | 
H the Group Surgeon, Lt. Albert P 
Grodp Dentist, and Lts. Thaddeus Poremski, 
Van DePol and Capt. C. H. Stark. 

As the men worked in the shops and 
more proficient in the varied intricacies 
trades, the army also found time to inflict ca 
and drill upon them. These activities 
casionally rained out, as mist and fog 
painting a prophetic picture of the climate 
men were to endure in the long months to c 

Every morning, the roar of the cons 
fill the dull dawn, and the mobile shops w 
off for the training area. The various sect 
to function with a degree of efficiency. T! 
the instrument shop bent over their benches, 
he workings of the flux-gate compa 


into 
fecting their speed and technique in the repa 


numerous and complex pieces that go to m 
the eyes and ears of a bomber, on which naviz 


instruments alone played a vital role in 90 
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missions. 

There was activity in the electrical, welding and 
machine shops, and the smell of sawdust permeated 
the wood mill. Parachutes and props were worked 
on, while the paint and dope shop caught up with 
the daub jobs. 

The arrival of Christmas was greeted by the 
usual gargantuan meal, as well as an exodus toward 
Portland, which bore no dry stigma, and where times 
traditionally known as “high, old” were consum- 
mated. Pendleton itself was a small town with a USO 
and a large shirt manufacturer. It was also the home 
of the largest annual rodeo in the country, but this 
main event had been cancelled for the duration. 


The year 1943 opened on a welcome note as 
lengthy columns of battered Germans finally reached 
the center of Stalingrad... as prisoners, Von Paulus 
surrendered his armies bi fore the city and the bitter 
siege had been lifted... . 


To the majority of men in the service group, 
weaned for the greater part on training ships, the 
sight of P-38's darting through practice maneuvers 
was breathtaking, and necks were in a state of crane 
during the first few weeks at the base. 

The entire stay at Pendleton lasted just over 
1943, the entire 


two months, and on January 
group once more boarded troop trains and headed 
for Pueblo Army Air Base. 

Also arriving at Pueblo with the outfit was the 
188th Quartermaster Co., which had joined the 
group one station earlier. Lt. Emmett G. Scharding 
was in command of the 74 men. The outfit had been 
activated at Baer Field, Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 
April 1942, and subsequently moved to MacDill 
Field, Tampa, Florida, in June. 


Despite the Chamber of Commerce, rain came 
down in large buckets during the three week stay 
The men existed under leaky tents in an area called 
“Boom Town,” and the Service Club was the only 
bright spot on the agenda. When the movement 
came, it was to Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho. 

At Gowen, the trail of the QM Co. almost 
crossed with that of the newly forming Hundredth 
Bomb Group, but the QM unit shipped out in Sep- 
tember, while the Hundredth was activated at 
Gowen F ield a month later It was ten months bes 
fore both outfits were finally to meet at T horpe 
Abbotts, Norfolk, England. 

From Boise, the trail led to Oregon, where the 
QM Co. was assigned to the 83rd Service Group, 
then on to Colorado. 

The men worked hard at Pueblo to complete the 
group training. The mobile units were quick and 
always ready to move. The men worked under actual 
held conditions, and when a plane was occa ionally 
forced down in the desert, units took off immedi- 
ately. The plane was serviced under difficult co 
ditions, and those which crashed beyond repair were 
dismantled and stripped. 

Administrative efficiency kept pace 
technical progress, and each squadron ran 
geared to the group machinery. Capt. W 
was in command of the 98th Service Sq 
James B, Gallagher as Adjutant and 
Beecher, Jr., as Supply Officer. Tony | 
was the well-liked ist Sergeant, and Lt 
Mead was the Engineering Officer 

On March 21, more than fi 
Pucblo by motor convoy. Thev 
vicinity of Fowler, Colorado less 
later, and immediatel; 


area. Latrine-digging 


| 
is were for his assignment, 7 


he had been a squadr 
squ idron comm ander, ett., but the gener 
rupted him and said, “I mean civilian qualific 
Capt. Anderson went on to say that he ha 
mm the faculty at the Universities of Cali 
Southern California, to which the general + 


ort 


succinctly, “Another damned school teacher!” 

Personnel shortages were filled at Pueb! 
shortly before the §roup received its port cal 
Col, Harold E. Dungan succeeded Lt. Col. Fc 
Group Commander. The latter relinquished 
mand of the outfit he had organized and trai: 
and the men were sorry to see their old C.O, |e 
Their complete cooperation was given his SUCCL 
is the group buckled down for the final polish 

¢ were continuous shots and sore arms 
OVerscas preparations sw ung out. 

Lt. Col. Dungan, Majors Bouchard. R amb 
Lt. Robert Belcher made up the advance P 
the Port of Embarkation and ov erseas, The re 
der of the group, with Capt. Anderson as 
C.O., and minus the two QM Truck compar 


started on the road to Camp Shanks, New York, « 
May 18, 1943, 


ae he As the trein laboriously wound its x ay throug 
iad played foot tM ta whe rone Missouri und Indiana, heading toward New Yor! 

history was by iN& written across the world. In Nort 

Africa, the Allies had captured Tunis and Bizert 

and the Axis was eva uating all of Tunisia. Prison 
umbered over the 100,000 mark, 


£urski was 


At Camp Shanks, Mark D. Sanborn was as 
as Group Red Cross Director. The men 
Vice group made the most of their New York 


utting most of the high spots and a few of the 


} nen '; Fr 
he OM men were not so fortunate. They were 


m after hitting Shanks, and never gx 


ise until they boarded a train on May 22 for thi 


1. ct 
« Shanks interlude was filled with nspec 


ctures On insurance, bonds and allotment 
2 Showdowns, always a source of 


to the men who must lay out every item 
The first officer te 


Maj. Rambo, Om 


The general wan know by 


rament-issued equipment that they possess 
perusal by the clothing checkers. There 
he final 


physical inspection to be reckoned 
QM officer was doing as executive = . 


Corps group. Explanations were made | 


sauisty. The fact that the major had tat 
in civilian life did not help matters. 


mspection took place in a large building, 
queued up in lengthy, single lines. As 
9 
Capt. T. J. Anderson was then interviews doctors d Tapia ion ee 
iterviewed by ors double-timed through the ranks. Everyone 
¢ through in perfect shape 


the genera!, who rather pointedly asked hit Can 
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On the last day of May, the 
march with duffle bags and packs, boarded ¢ 
stuffy train for the brief journey to the pier. It was 
noon as the 83rd Service Group shuffled aboard the 
ferry, which nudged its way toward a giant gray 
liner. As the ferry swung alongside, the words Queen 
Mary could be deciphered beneath the slate layers of 
paint. The men were not unhappy. 


On June 1, 1943, the huge liner pushed out to 

carrying 23,000 troops, the largest load it had 
ever borne. The crossing was quick and crowded, 
as expected, and on June 6, the Queen reached 
Scotland and tied up at the Firth of Clyde. 

It was the beginning of the history overseas, and 
none stepping aboard the train to Boxted, a base near 
Colchester, could foresee the movements, shifts, the 
dull and exciting events of the next three years. 

The men were now ready to put their training 
to the test. Within 48 hours, they were set ng their 
barracks bags down at Thorpe Abbotts. The 379th 
Service Squadron was ordered to another base and 
parted from the group. Any visions of the remaining 
elements operating as a unit were rudely shattered as 
the outfit split into two segments, half of the men 
remaining at Thorpe Abbotts to service the Hun 
dredth Bomb Group, while the second half was 
shipped to the 385th Bomb Group at Great Ashfield 
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These disruptions of organizations and per 
sonnel c alled tor much re sion of plann neg ind 
additional on-the-job training. Lt. Col. Dingan k« pt 
his headquarters at Thorpe Abbotts, with a detach- 
ment going to Great Ashfield. The 98th Service 
Squadron and the 1776th Ordnance Co. remained at 
Thorpe Abbotts. Part of the Hq. and Hq. Squadron 
also remained. The old 1100th Ord. Co. had been 
incorporated with the Medium Maintenance Co 

Personnel and property were divided, 
ensuing red tape unwound and tripped 
wary. Slowly, order began to as 


base prepared for war. 


As these preparations continued, t) 
the world was sudde ocused on thy 


} ; iif ih Hud 
test of aerial power against a well-fortified citadel 


On June 12, the Mediterrancan island of Pantclleria 


surrendvred unconditionally under the tere 
doun by Lt. Gen Spaat It was the 

the history of warfare that a fortress u 

by air power, with some support b 


out action by ground forces 


“ 1 
The men read the ne 

star of air power wa 

their battle wagons to this star 


up. 
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Administration & Inspection. L. to R. Front 


Elkourie, R. J. Mead, F 
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« 


456th Sub Depot Engineering 


Sheet Metal. L. to R. Front: W. C. King, C. Wilson, C. Timme 
French, G. Peddicord. Rear: A. Scherer, R. G. Keyes, L. Byersdort 
S. Graham, K. Leisey 


turned nursing severe wounds. Work piled u; Welding Shop. L. to R. Front: C. Eller, H. Heron, D 
h 


the hangars, in the shops, on the desks. Heavy Rear: N. L. Dotson, J. Weverko, G. Galbraith, H. Bruner Operate in 


Tracewel! 


position in the air meant heavy work orders, bi tical units. However, on permanent installations 


the organization clicked and transformed lin ping its subservience 


he bomb group made its 
aircraft into slick flying machines once more heavy echelon of 


command unwieldy 
Supply was a constant source of irritation 


stock shelves were on numerous occasions bar y Yr commanding 
important items, necessitating those small trium; ‘ j . Depots within t 
of ingenuity that aided greatly in keeping aircraft ch manning table 
operational. J : - ‘ dated May 28, 


East Anglia grew misty and cold with ; : The Sub-Depot was an echelon of th Kighth 


advent of winter. Problems were increased Air Force Service Command. The commander nx 


4 rte | t h 
biggest engineering headaches were caused by t ported directly to the station commander 


older ships not equipped with electronic su; controlled the depot. All reports followed 


} cham o or 1 ith th the station mr r 
chargers. Due to the cold and low pressure at chair f command tl rough the station commande 


altitudes, erratic regulation resulted in lack Hongar Supervisors. L. to R. Front: G, Henning, J. R. From, A. Shigo, W. A to the Air Depot Commander at the Ist Strateg 


poiver and’ some abartions Meachum. Rear: S. E. Nichols, O. E. Bower, A. DeMars, BV. Prichett r Depot, Honington. 


\ 
dye Pe wo th was ss of paper wor 
High altitude missions also spotlighted So there was a mess of paper work 


Sie he s ding one 1 — 
need for more and better heated clothing. There in the shedding of one name and 


a . other. Everything s neatly abulat 
was a shortage of electrically heated gloves w! « c ng as neatly tabulated 


records, and air force law in the body of I 


became so acute that after each combat mission 


Force Memo 65-6, which defined the | 


he purpe 


crews turned their gloves over to those flying 


i Sub-Depot with relation to mainter 
next mission. The answer to this shortage pri 


tollowed 


: f / ) tion, was closely 
was to modify the connections of the suit he : : i 


British-type gloves. In general, the heated 
lasted for approximately ten missions before bl 
ing out. All clothing with the exception of 
boots were rethreaded by the men in the equi; 
ment office 

It was not all work for the service men. TI 
took their passes and headed off-base, dispersi 


over the crowded isle and its crowded pubs. 


Electric Shop. L. to R.- F. Burton, F. Wilmer, L 


R. Mcinerney 


achinists. L. to R. Front: A. Sproul, W. W. Williamson, J. O. Pov 
ok, C Wilson. Reor: V. O. Case, G. Shevlin, O. Weihe 


Winkler 
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456th Sub Depot Engineering 


missions 

ness Was 

began to slap patches 

, engines uilt-up 
n working order 

ful Prioritics Was in Operation, 

and allocated the 

Nolan's trailer Instrument Shop 

and the men there were 


ng with a watch after the more 


nad been completed. 


work on the 


motony, there were 

t. May 9, 1944 pro- 

the ambulance and 

meet a plane coming 

2 an airheld in France. 

ms brought it in, and the air- 
end of the runway, where the 
to a lurching halt. The 

up and men le aped off. 


yuld find 


the target, a plane in a higher 
t evasive action while re- 
\ 100-pound general purpose 
d into the tail of the lower plane aft of 
ly wounding the gunner, and 
e down. The bomb was still 
| fuzes armed. It was wedged 

gunner’s side 
Major, Station Ordnance Officer, was top 
The crowd soon dispersed when word 
that there was a live bomb in the tail 
The day was not too warm, but the 
involved perspired profusely. Photographer 

Earl F. McCollister got in close to snap pic- 

T Sgt. Charles H. James, an ordnance 

and Pyt. Willis K. Copeland, used a length of 

readed through the bomb lug to remove the 

pressure from the nose fuze. James, working 

slowly, carefully worked loose the armed tail fuze, 
which he handed to the captain. 

The medical men had first learned of 
emergency while in the interrogations room. T. Sgt. 
John S, Erp, Capt. Emory C. Kinder and Capt. 
Wendell C. Stover immediately headed for the 
perimeter. Erp requested permission to go in and 
look the situation over. 

The heavy breathing of the wounded man cut 
the stillness. Saving him seemed a long, a very long 
chance, but the men worked as quickly as they 
could. Erp wormed forward and attempted to pull 
the gunner free, but could not. Something had 
caught. Capt. Kinder, a slim man, crawled in and 
cut the thong from one of the gunner’s boots which 


had caught on the fuselage. 


Trensportation. L. to R. Front: R. H. Wilson, A. V. Cannon, C 
Busch. Rear: M. Carter, W. N. Lemley, F. S. Toll, W. P. F 


B. Mille 
elch. 


Paint & Dope. L_ to R. Front: C. S. Ford, C. D. Kelly. Rear: S. A. Hann, L 


Roberts, B. J. Honsen, J. Camoione 


Parachutes. L. to R. Front: M. Tracy, L. Ellinger, G. A. Calvin. Rear: C. T. Wells, 


G. C. Clark, L. Giessinger, M. C. Hancock 


Plane Crew. L. to R.: S$. B. Abbott, W. Einwald, W. Grebe. 


_R. Engesser 


Tech Supply Warehouse. L. to R. Front: W. P. Jennings, R.A. Hel 
Patrick, C_ A. Warren, H. Broeher, J Scrimenti. Rear: W. AN 


lance, F. Macha 
R. E. Doak, K. Fornstrom, V. C. Haser G.c 


forkson 


ws 


Tech Supply Shipping & Receiving. . to 8. Front: J. W. Bearden, C. Wright 
C. Andrews, W. Walden, J. P. Dunn Reor: H. Leventhal, O. Pleasant, R. H. 


Woedhom, J. O. Locy, D. Putnam 


They proceeded to extricate the fatally 
wounded gunner, and the ambulance raced for the 
hospital. Despite the speed with which the entire 
incident had been handled, the gunner, $ Set. R. 
Cohen, had been injured beyond aid, and later 
succumbed, 

The strain was still there, because the armed 
bomb was still jammed into the tail. Capt. Major 
called the Bomb Reconnaissance Officer, who posted 
MP’s and called the R.A.F. Bomb Disposal squa 
who in due time removed the nose fuze and the 
bomb. 

There was a general let-out of breath. The job 
was over and the men dispersed to talk it ove: 
later at their various clubs. It was something to 
remember. . . . 


The even tenor of life was jarred to its roots 
the following month. The service men were given a 
boost and a spur to increased effort as the Allies 
finally launched the invasion of the Continent. 
This was what the men had been waiting for. This 
was what would get them home quicker, and the 
entire base vibrated with hopes of a speedy victo-y. 


As the months passed, and the Allies struck 
deeper into France, the realization that victory by 
Christmas was an impossibility dampened spirt 
somewhat. Another dampener proved to be 


battle stars awarded to the bomb group. These 
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he January snows 
realized that the Fascists were 
old, cracked record of “Home | 


very well turn into reality this year 


ram or tne ae n, mi I ad usual, 
was wded s ‘ r ] | { 
as cr ded Ww Ic 5 ol i ind and d 
nomination. 
The hotels and reoming houses were full, 
you were lucky to find a Russell Square room for 
] 


right. By inserting a shil Ing into the slot, the ga 


heater in the room might get the temperature up to 


zero. ... It was “rough in the ETO”... 


Deep on the Continent, the Allied armies con 
tinued their advance, and Cologne fell on one side 
of the front as the Red Army reached the Baltic 
and the Austrian border on the other. 


At Thorpe Abbotts Headquarter 
war flared out with 
se ile organization 


and the midnight t 


Administrative. L. to R. Front: J 


RC. Taylor, KR. Minshal 
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GROUP COMMANDERS 


+. Col. HF. Cruver 


SERGE ANT MAJORS | 


Cal 


ah 


. quarters ’ + Headaguarker 5 
So ua Ls u 


SQUADRON COMMANDERS 
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he news was official 

th Air Service Group was ac 

The 456th Sub-Depot and ma 

t units on the base were deactiy 
this major service shift 

war in sight, the move tended to 


nore COMPpact groupings, with 


idministrative work an 


Three squadrons were created. They 
Headquarters and Base Squadron 

ng rir juadron, and the 662n 

teriel Squadron. 
Sub- 
engineering squadror 
(Avn) brought 
squadron. The 
was disbanded after 
776th Ordnance (S. and M.) Co. 
Fire Fighting Platoon joined the 
activated service group. 
Eugene Rovegno, who had join 
old 83rd back in Pendleton, became the command 
ing officer of the service group, with Maj. George 
F. Erb his Adjutant. Maj. Ray: 1 J. Mead took 
over the Group Executive duties, and M Sgt 
Alexander Alchin, from the old disbanded 28th 
Station Complement, became the Group Sergeant 
Major. 

The administrative changes did not affect the 
technical work in the shops and hangars. The 
group had been activated with masterly timing. 
Five days after activation, the base put forth its 
final combat effort, a mission to Oranienburg on 
April 20, 1945, 

There was still a great deal of work. Although 
flak damage was now a thing of the past, there 
were still practice flights and Chowhound missions 
to be flown, there were still engines to be changed 


and aircraft supply to be drawn, 


The official end of the war in I urope came in 
May, and the enormity of the surrender news was 
focused down into the incongruous realization that 


it would not be necessary to put the blackout blinds 
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to their accustomed niches again. 
blared the welcome news every few minutes, 4 
t seemed strange to hear weather reports for the 
first time in years, 

Victory celebrations began early. Flares were 
arcing all over the perimeter, and the bolts of red, 
green and yellow lit the skies... . 

The war in the ETO was over, and the men 
were thankful. Services were held on the base and 
lll over the world. . The people of Lubbock, 
Texas and Walla Walla, Washington . . . the 
people of Moscow and Stalingrad . . . the people 
of London and Brockdish . . . the people of Paris 
ind Arles... people on farms and in cities felt a 
great weight lifted from their minds and hearts 
he threat of Fascism had been smashed, and boys 
would soon begin the long, watered path back to 
their own lands, 

They had completed their job, and although 
one foe still remained, the hour glass of arro- 
Rance, of decadence and of darkness was running 


low. 


Men headed for the Sad Sack Shack to down 


victory brew... . 


-— 
= 
\ 
ur 
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B. J. Deitchman 


Personnel 


JTILITIES COOK 


afar s] 31313 


Ay < = Y- < «6 E 
pw 3 ES , ~ = ~~ . 


L. to R.: Cpl. C. Dalion, Pfc, J. Robl, Pfc. G. Kopcho. Pfc. D. Comstock, Pfc. T. Quast, Pfe. E. Schirmer, 


Pic_ J. Horker 


FINANCE 


RN 


= Hanks, Sgt. C. Skours 
T/Sgt. L. Lieberman, Pfc. M. Medelman 


M. Roy 
ce 
ad mht 


L. to R.: S/Sgt. L. Moyley Pfc. S. Stowe, Cpl. C. Nelson, Cpl. E Randall, S Sgt. F. Skaggs, Cp worms 
to - - 


Johnston, Sgt. J. Cuollo 


ADMI 


Top Row: Sgt R Balser, Pfc 


um, Sgt. J. Weyman, Sgt. F. Campbell, 
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NISTRATION 


ief, Sgt. G. Greene, S/Sgt R. West, S/Sgt. G Bacce gr A ba sd Cpl. W 
Pic. D. Dantoliono. Bottom Row: Pfc. W Hayden, Jr., Sgt. D. Toylor, Pfc. E Reynolds, Cpl. J. Wozniak 


S Sgt. J. McDuffie, Sgt. R. Calicham, Sgt. S. Limo, Sgt. E. Fowlkes, Cpl, A. Jellison, Pfe. |. Maslov, $ Sgt. T. Grezlak 


FIRE DEPT. 
a) aes 


% —— 4 
L. to R. Top Row: Sgt. C. Covi ngton, Cpl. A. Bollich, 
S. Nesselroad, Sgt D. Closs, Pfc, R Utley. Bottom 


Anthony (Chief), Pfe. K. Perry 


é 
Pfc. J. Herschlag, Cpl. D. Moore, Pfc. D. Eiskant, Cpl. A. Crotty, Pfc 
Row: Pfc. J. McCann, Pfc. J. Peters, sc R. Naranjo, $/Sgt. ¢ 
Cpl. T. Bickley, Cpl. E. Stoll, Cpl. E. Gary 


TRANSPORTATION 


et i at 


e1 oy 


‘Sin wt arth Zens yey 63 : 


L. to R. Top Row: Cpl. ®. Grubb, Cpl 


Opsal, Pfc. J. Keldnen, Cpl. R. Agier 


% as 
VINO 


). Gosser Pic G. Renteria, Cpl. R. Benson, Pfc. E mr tunien, Cpl : 88 “a A. Miceli 
Pfc. £. |hinger, Pfc. D. Bumgarner, Pfc. G. Buckley. Bottom Row Pfc. R. Bowmen, Cp!. R. Green, Pfc 


R. Porter, Pfc. C. Dunton, Pfc. A 
ler, Cpl. R. Thorne, Pfc. M. Silver, Sgt. D. Watson 


FLYING CONTROL 


Cpl. D. McFadden, Pfe. O rises Cpl. M. Oliv 


Cpl. H. Hubberd, S/Sgt. A. Gorc 50, Sot F. Monev. Bottom Ro 
J, Stolerski, Sgt. E. Lin 


ndbeck, Sgt. W. Gierke, Sgt S Sevag Ga hes 


Dathathath. 


vorez, Pfc. B. Coppione, Pfc. R. Ekberg 
ow: Sgt. W. Toylor, Cpl. W. Foland, Sgt. W. Knox Cpl. L. Grebenok, Cpl 


Giacomini, Sgt. J. Stagliane 


838th AIR ENGINEERING 


QA <v 


Lt. D. PL Vernier Gidney, jr 
Adjutent Adjutont 


G. F. Hardage, Jr 


First Sergeant 


PAINT & DOPE COOK 
mi > 2 6, es, yy ft Bw 


swear. HaeSeitachiaa 


ee ‘ 
L. to R.: Pfe. C. Ford, Cpl. C. Stair, S/Sgt J, Ferrer L. to R.: Pe. N, Kostinke, S mri A/ SBE leno 
F. Clements. H. Herre, $/Sgt. H. Br 


PARACHUTES PROPELLERS 


x H&P AP w& EF: = 


oi in hcl ats eles Aad. are 


L. to R.: S/Sgt. L. Giessinger, Cpl. M. Honcock, Sgt. J. Aracri Sat G. Clark, $/Sgt M. Tro 
S/Sgt. A. Couthern, S/Sgt. G. Colvi Morris 


ELECTRIC SHOP TRANSPORT ATION 


WELDERS 


s « 2 2 


Se eerkhA fe , 
tis a dita aft hs ese, So ls eta at 


to 5 Sat er fc. R. Tinsley pl A 
i. to R.: S/Sgt. L. Huebert, Cpl. W. Strange, Sgt. C. Givens, Pfc. N. Edmunds, t $/Sgt. C. Miller, Pic. R. Tinsle 
S/Sgt. D. Judkins, $/Sgt. G. Dow Carter, Cr 


pe il SHOP SUPPLY CLERKS enroee ERS 
SO 2 e £. & 
dinthiat.- Sak adit basdiads 


L. te R: Sgt. E Rowe, Sgt V. Kro 
D. White, M/ Sgt 
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838th Air Engineering Squadron 
AUTO MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 
& a , oe é ‘\ & ;, & b 
=, ~ & 


eT ‘ LS dy ws A ay on Se . 


aa 
a > 2 gre ae 
é e. \e “SS Sa ; : : 
a ’ a > ~-e4 =" ° ' : & 
° “ : A ” + & a 
¢ ' - Fo pe % pe Ae bh TS 
Tae t re ie Ye ce > ‘ 
ENS - 7 é iat gaN-4 PL =| : n~. Maj. E. G. Schording 
z Commanding Officer 
Top Row: M/Sgt. J. Kwasnick, Jr., $/Sg?. S. Redunzel, Pfc. T. Lenihan, Cpl. R. Bruce, Sgt. J. Vela, Je., Sgt. H. Edwards, Sgt. W. Gursk 
ubik, Pfc. H. Ward, S/Sgt. E. Brown. Second Row: Sgt. R. Kegebein, Cpl. H. Rhody, Sgt. L. Upin, >1 


chilling, Sgt. A. Altmann, Pfe. W. Mullins, Cpl. G. Seibel, Pfc. R. Nuetzmonn, Pfc. B Lehman, Cpl. J. Scarpelli, Cpl. S. Sime 
Third Row: Cpl. 8. Lawrence 


AIR MECHANICS 


ood, Sgt. J. Ligthart, $/Sgt A Hol 


ee NS) 


a to 
ee 


2 
% aX 


Copt. E. F. Beecher, Jr Capi, E. F. Kibble 


Adjutant 


L to R. First Row: Sgt. E. Otto, Sgt. R. Boyd, S/Sgt. A. Engler, $/Sgt. C. Burns, M Sgt. H. Lowe, Pfc 


R. Smith, S/'Sgt. V. Mcintyre, Cpl. D. Routt, Cpl. J. Allen, J+ 
Cpl. S. Cohen, $/Sgt. A. Shigo, Cpl. C. Kelley. Second Row: M/Sgt. B. Pritchett, § Sgt. B. Harris, § 


Sgt. W. Burchfield, Cpl. R. Coupal, $/Sgt. J. From, Sgt. D 


Damron, A. L. Womech Cpl. P. Desmore, $ Sgt. G Berryhill, Cpl. § Anderson, Cpl. A. Onbashian. 


Capt. W. L. Crane Thomas P_ Philbin 
First Sergeant 


1. to R. First Row: Sgt B. Mendelson, T Sgt. A. Gatti mberger, T/ Sgt. C. Wilson, S Sgt. S. Graham, $/Sgt 
M. Hudson, Sgt. Byersdorf, Sgt. T. Gialanella. Bottom Row S/Sgt. C. Gilillond, Sgi. 4 Wordelman, S/Sgt. R. Huhtola, 


Cpl. C. Timme, Sgt. C. Skoug, S/Sgt. W. King, $/Sgt. K. Edwards, Cpl. G Peddicord, S/Sgt. W. Weisenburg 


MACHINE SHOP 
A. PY \e 


.= 


a ¥, 
me e : a 3) 


' e 
, - bt ng : ' { 
4 4 ~~ , L ya 
. ‘ aw a ox my 
Peedi AR pei Oly 
L to R- S Sgt. R. Taylor, Supply Sgt.; Pfc. D Riley, Supply Sgt. W Douglas, CQ Sgt. B. Roberts, Moil Order 


ly; Sgt. G. Lackey, Draftsman; S/Sgt. R 
Engesser, Eng. Inspector; S/Sgt. E. Wright Eng. Inspector; Sgt. J. Casillo Eng. Clerk; Sgt. 1 Cammerer, Persoynel Cpl. C. Pelton, Day Room; Cpl. J. Cohen, 
Postal Unit 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


62nd Air Materiel Squadron 


r 4 Ss 


wy 


as Oo paz bw: a 
~~ a 5 e, Ss £ 
oR leva i we a An isa ithe i 
SS et 4 - £6 


= — ; red - y) - fn 4> 4... ke , 
443 acy XD pk, SQ Ps Pri ad’ : 
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ed ia ie BA i i ot i Sc 


& €, a . - am) - & 4 A ’ 
pe N ay = ov = ~ ay be } Ly ee ~ egy Ay 4 
oe £5 ee, KS SY ea Ae #22\ Pa Bed 
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4 - be aie = ~ << %.t 
Oa Phy acy i aA on 


&. >, a s-, : z= 


. am Peek mS Pie Potten’ : es Pal io 
om Ff Fy 


lL. to R. Top Row: $/Sgt. G. Clarkson, Sgt. 8. Woodham, Sgt. C. Page, S Sgt. K. Fornstrom, Pfe. A. Tornatore, Cpl. P. Smyth Sgt. R. Helvey, Cpl. W. Eldredge 
Pfc. E, Metkonian, T/Sgt. B. Hokonson, Pfc. E. Clark. L. to R. Second Row: $ Sgt H. Littlefield, M/Sgt. B. Gerow, Pfc. R. Venn, Cpl. Miller S/Sgt. R Mines, 
Pie. H. Eaks, Pfc. A. Pherrman, Cpl. &. Golo, S/Sgt. G. Dovis, $ Sgt. S. Gentle, S/ Sgi. J. Ford. L. to R. Third Row: Sat. M Browning, Cpl. N Burdette, Sgt s. 


Leonardo, Cpl. A. Moore, T/Sgt. G. Kennedy, Pfc. J. Uhlman Cpl. R. Dillon, M/Sgt. M. Fulton, T/Sgt. W. Buchanon, Cpl. F. Lachman, Cpl. L. Marzec. L. to R 
Fourth Row: Cpl. J. Weiford, Pfc. J. Regan, Jr. Cpl. B. Watkins Sgt. H. Lobries, S/Sgt. E Heffernan, Pfc. C. Smith Cpl. W. Price, Cpl. C. Tucker, Cpl. H. Sparks 
Cpl. R. Petrash, Cpl. J. Corter. L. to R. Fifth Row: Pfc. B. Milford, $ Sgt. R. Burke, Sgt. D. Aiello, S/Sgt. D. Spor ; ee 
P. Hankins, S Sgt. V. Collins, Pvt. A. Tocccnelli, §, Sgt. F. Salvo, Pe. G. Cudd. L. toR Siath Row Sgr. W. Sexto: 

Renfro, M/ Sgt. W. Jones, Cpl. R Taylor, Sgt. W. Henes. Sgt J. t 

Cpl. R. Hubbord, Pfc. H. Kiel, T Sgt. W. Nance, Cpl Hi ventha 

Cieslok, Sgt. C. Horris. b. to R Eighth Row: Pe W. Deskins Sgt. G. Henning, Pfc A oppen, S oD gf H. Broeker, T/Sot E. Arnold Sgt. 7 


Jr. Pfe. C. Hale, Jr., Cpl. T 
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AMERICAN RED CRO.ss 


There was a 1@ festivities of Christmas and the 
jew Year. But since er there has been mich song, dance and gaiety at Cl 
ne outstanding item of inte-est is that our Snack Bar receipts have jumped fro 
en average of ¥25-0-0 to ¥55-0-0. There seems to be no particular explanation for 
this except perhaps thet the last Christmas packages from hone have long since beer 
p and the contents devoured. A word of praise goes to the staff who in spi 
cw, ice, and several cases of prolonged illness came to the roscue and 
ting and enerry to keep up with the rush at the cointer. Ever the boy 
the snack bar on several occagsions when wo were rushed and short- 
hysical {nprovements in the club wers comparatively small this mont 
so badly needed and requisitioned before hovenber was finally determined 
had to be re-requisitioned. Paint has been bought for tlie lounge which is in 
of redecoration. Also material to cover the chairs in the lounge has ‘+ 
foned. We are angling with Base Utilities to try to have floor lamps 
om it aside fron doing the gromd work for redecorating, we are 
er before getting at ths place with our paint ‘rushes ag it 
much too cold for the paint to dry. 


The one main addition w the club's physical appearnaco ic the painting done 
rt ‘ 


». Pav l Jiller behind the Gneek Der counter. ‘fe has painted colorful bunohes 


ruit on the walled partitions of the counter, and has painted cracked plate 
’ . p Ls 


pitchers and put ther up cn the shelves faciny, the that are milt agati: 

kitchen ~all. This adds tremendously to the li color 

a touch of “exican fiesta to the place. , 

ipplies received from headquarters were few far between: 
cards, ji¢ saw pugzles. reps, and twelve sewin 


amie “hers is a dofinite drawback to hair 


enind the bar 


-ector's offices in two sepernte »:ildinges. iverythine 
office regardless of h« red 


is 
and emetirere i 
mt other times it melts into the unknown and 
for. A defini daily inqui 

director ngy help. 

three parties for the month i ided the monthly birthday party (alwpye 
supper party), # supper party f bomb sight maintenence boys, and 
party for our mich-loved md eq ally swch-nissed steff assistant, Dale 
-orm as “Alabam" to all the boys. At the birthday party we were lor 
es for a full-fledged supper at the tine and had to serve meat pies which are 
% to be the GiIs' favorite dirh. However it was made extrenely 
requests for sec mis fokinely telling the »oys it wee a 
sur Bnelis) Allies known as “peacock Pie”. 


somehow cannot 
what-packages-ha ve-arrived—tods) 


pelar wit 
famnotis and favorite d 
Apparently there was mioh discussi 
e matter that night and the day a?ter. Several said it was their first on 
od * ey wondered when or if they could have more! The supper party for t 
t ‘oye came as s comolete surprise to the club director. “he knew nothir 
till the day of the party. In Novenber as e way of meeting a d becac-ing yu 
ith different groupe or e base the club director initiated parties fo 
¢ to seex out these froups, tne word 
tting re juegts from sone ‘ { 


amall groups : phe “or 


cre f 
ale wae successful surpri 
¥ re ‘Sf arsistent plea: 

> club while 


ittle proprar 
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cake war | nte > her marked 
for every 
th included the 
th), pingpong and snoo 
emporarily waned »ecause the weather 
No other club in the neirhborhood 
swamente have frown puréty local the 
listed om. arts are -2ine conets 
] jo are etil’ working on 
fror tare *o have tourney 
th. orm of a bridre club. 
sayers who ceciced after the firrt 
: 
has been foinrt on ever ai: -e November wh 
cteni. before are weekly visits to tt 
lo the hangars, the shores, the 
s with a little sociabbe chettor 
wo trips a weok hae been taken 
anpars and arcund the perireter every dey serving coffe 
nately the frequency of theee tourr wil ’ 
definitely ‘nave aplace ir 
y the gro:nd crews who are apt 
servine missions and paying ettention only to 


it in January's calenda s at opposite 
month in the RT r ves ne wa 
‘risseli (photorr 
Wi writer, Frances 
wear most excited + 
aces. She and “rances stayed 
ne it with us. } appened + 
next to no tuel to counteract it. 
c rour f boys t save thte ‘es 
majority ; a hewinp voluateered when the cel) cane 
when 2s 2 1i feoes turned up to se. od=hye. 
eon slow in fetting under way, 
it came to a close. 
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The Command 


l. Administrative 


January were: 


b. Major W. H. 
D.8. with the Seine Base 
is Acting Group Surgeon. 


c. The dental technician of the 261st Medical Dispensary, Avn-, 
Kyle K. Kirkpatrick, was voluntarily transferred to the infantry. 
2. Sulphadiazine prophylaxis for upper respiratory infections has been 
extended to the ground personnel of the base. 


3. Approximately fifteen hundred (1500) examinations for infantr} riflemen 
conducted on enlisted non-combat personnel of the base, of whom slightly 
than two-thirds were found physically qualified. 


In an effort to curb the rieing f venereal disease, Capt. Frank B. 
Officer, has been indo tine the Venereal Disease Advisors 


case history repo 


LESTER MERMELL, 
Captain, uC, 
Acting Station Surgeon. 
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aISTORY 
1OOTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 
-— "From Creation To Bubarkation" — 


Birth of the 100th Bombardment Group (Heavy), United States Army Air Forces, 
took place as a routine function of a parent Group -—- the 29th — at Gowen Field, 
Boise, Idaho, on 27 October 1942, when Headquarters of that base issued its Spec- 
ial Orders No. 300. There were 24 officers and 230 enlisted men named on this 
order ts being transferred from the 29th Greup to the 100th, which latter organ- 
ization was thus instantly transformed from a mere numbered name into an entity. 

Officers and men of the new cadre had been at Gowen Field for varying, 
though for the most part brief, periods; they had been gathered from candidate 
and technical schools, from divers training organizations, and, in a comparatively 
few cases, from tactical units. By far the majority were “civilians in uniform", 
hardly indoctrinated in the business of war, but primed and eager to learn by 
doing. There were 2 few veterans of peacctime service to disseninate military 
wisdem and procedure, though the 100th Group soon evolved its own way of life 
which ws frequently at variance with the Old Amy Tradition. 

Por a matter of four days after their nomination, the personnel of the 
infant 100th Group remained at Gowen Field, attached for mbsistence and admin- 
istration to the parent bedy; then, on 1 November, the weaning took place. On 
this date, the cadre entrained, per Special Orders No. 301, dated 28 Octoder 1942, 
Gowen Field Base Headquarters, for Walla Walle, Washington, arriving at the Air 
Base there on the same day. Inevitably, there was considerable confusion as the 
budding Group adjusted itself to its first station, but order came out of the mild 


chaes sconer than aight have been expected. 


” es. 
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Ko Group Commander had as ydt been 
reported, when the new organisation arrived at Walla Wella; but Captain Karl 
Standish, a veteran of World War I, had been named Group Adjutant, and he 
directed activities in the interim. His staff, which was to remain intact ne 
some time, consisted of Captain John C. Egan, Operations Officer; 2nd Lt Ronald 
W. Braley, Assistant Operations Officer; lst Lt Robert D. Melain, Materiel Of- 
ficer; 2nd Lt Malcolm W. Clouter, Communications Officer; Captain Lawreme 5S. 
Jennings, Flight Surgeon, and Ceptain Miner F. Shaw, Intelligence Officer. 

Commanding the four Bombardment Squadrons of the Group were Captains iil- 
liam W. Veal, 349th; Gale W. Cleven, 350th; John B. Kidd, 35lst; and Robert 5. 
Flesher, 418th. Each had an Engineering Officer, Adjutant, and Supply Officer 
assigned from the original cadre, and other positions on Squadron staffs were 
filled by officers uho joined at Walle Helis. 

On the heels of the 100th Group cadre's arrival at Walla Walla came drafts 
of men from technical schools and other training centers to swell the ranks of 
the Group about two-fold within the first three days of ite existence, though 
it wae to remain far below full strength until the next base was reached, 4 
month later. For the first week of ite integral existence, the rank and file 
of the Group did little save mark time and make a start on the essential process 
of becoming a team, rather than a rabble. There were daily periods of foot drill, 
to which the putative aircraftemen did not take too kindly, and sundry lectures 
on military condact and courtesy, which likewise failed to arouse any notable 
qthusiasa. 

The Walla Walle Air Base was a first clase cantonzernt, as far ae living 


gonditions were concerned, though ite shop and hangar facilities were almost 


non-existent when the LODth was there. Barracks were standard two-storey wooden 
structures, centrally heated and with adequate bath and toilet facilities. There 


o 
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inevitably, some oVer-crowding of quarters, “hich meant pertiel double-< 
consolidated Group mess hall, 
& good Post txchange, with restaurant and 
excellent theater, and © bese recreation room, in addition to the 
The PA restaurant here was notable in that it remained open far into 
the beer was notable ir 
per cent, ontorn to ate tations, 
decimal point was wispleced in regard this beverere, which was more likely .52, 
4s for Walle Walle itself, « matter three Miles Trom the air Base, the LOoth 
Group found it to be 4 reasonably hospitable, prosperous, and ,ulte undistinguished 
auall city, set in a fertile, flat and uonotonous region of tilled ficids, In the 
town were about all the resources for soldiers’ enjoyment that might nave been ex- 
pected in the circumstances; there was a well-equipped service Ciub, and an ample 
nuaber of saloons, purveying only the feeble brew permitted dy aschineton law, and 
a line of native wines, some of which were both highly pot ably and potente-besides 
being delightfully cheap, 

The very attrectively decorated ber and lounge of the Marcus itihitman otel 
were favored spots for the more discriminating Century Groupers, both officers and 
men, aud there were other rendezvous of varying atuosphere, so that gregarious 

ere, So thet gregarious soldiers bad no difficulty in 
finding evening haunts in town to suit their particular tastes, All in all, #ealla 
Walla, first home of the Hundredth, was not a bad station from the soldiers’ per- 
sonal standpoint; perhaps its worst feature, &t least during the month of tie 
Group's stay, was the wea ther, which was predowinantly atrocious. It wesn't cold 


by the thernometer,--berdly ever below freezing,--but there was an aluost constant 


ras dsupness that penetrated uniudurated flesh like 4-rays, and there were many days 
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of near-freezing, cemi-liquid fog or icy Grizzle, For variety, winds of hurri-e 
cane Velocity swept the field on several days and nights, shifting planes at their 
moorings and wrecking a partiy-erected hangar, 

Few members of the Group were acclimated to such weather, and colds were eo- 
lidemic, The sound of coughing in the barrecks at night was reminiscent of a sca 
dion colony; it seemed miraculous that few, if any, cases of serious influenza or 
pneumonia developed, 

On or about 7 Noveaber, the Group began to fulfili its destiny; its first air- 
pisnes were delivered, straight from the Poeing factory et Seattle,--four fine ne 
Flying fortresses, 2-173 of the latest series (¥), one to 4 Sguadron, These were 


the implements with which the Group was to wage 6 terrific war, and with which post 


of its personnel were to become as fauiliar as with the family car, but nox, in 


the beginning, few of them had ever been near & B17, wuch less inside it. 

Almost coincidental with the arrival of its firet planes, the 100th bot its 
original air crews, also one to 4 Suuadron. The 349th's crew wes commanded dy Lt. 
Oran B. Petrich; the 350th's by Lt. Norman M, Scott, the 251st's by Lt. Holand T. 
Knight, and the 416th's by Lt, tverett +. Blekely. These pilots and their subor- 
dinate crew officers reported to walla sail from divers training centers, as did 
the crew gunners. 

Practice flights began immediately, being chiefly to familiarize the crews 
with the feel of their big plenes,. Pilots and co-pilots previously Sad logged more 
or less time in B-17"'s, es had some of the aerial engineers an¢ gunners, “ikewise 
the ground crew men of the new Group, nearly all of whom were freshly graduated 
trom technical schools which had given them little or no practical treining on 
BA7s, 2pproached them in eager ignorence; and it wes typical of the american cher- 


aeter thet, within « matter of & few weexs, these same fresmen mechanics onc or 


A 
4 
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eliicilency, of Veterans on the iline,. 

this earliest phase of the Group's flying existence, the 

ance crews must heve been competent beyond what might have been 
planes flew 


without any acciden n fact, the 100th Group's aircraft never 
due to mechanical failure during the entire seriod of training, 
no fatel accident of any nature until it got overseas. 
Though the Group had been a goinge-and flyinge-concern for about a week, it 


was oot until 14 Novasber : was officially "activated", and at the 


time ac.uired s Coumanding icer He wes Colonel Darr 4, Alkire, a Flyin 


ress man since the Amy's adoption of these planes, e forceful, roughend-re 
individual who quickly won the respect and affecti of all enlisted men and 
officers of the Group, The day after his arrival a lis @alle base, he as- 
senbled the entire command ir the theater und gave than e 
worded talk by say self-introduction. 

"You men of the cround crews are the real backbone of 
new Commander, “Without you, the flying prima donnes aren't 

Yo the airmen, Col, Alkire spoke with atark resligu, 

the notion that your job is going to be glorious or glamorous", 
"You've got dirty work to do, end you might es well face the factsee 
to be baby killers, and woman killers, because the enemy has started 


goin 


this bombing of cities, ané we ere going to finish it. te're going to beat then 


Sv thelr own game, and we can't let pity for non-combatants hold we back in the 


business of destroying the enemy's war industry*. 
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In bis opening address, “Peppy” Slxize (as he was soon to be known, effee- 
tionetely, euong the Gi’s of the Group) revealed himself to be « pronounced 1ib- 
erel in matters of personel recreation, ané @ champion of the enlisted aan——doth 
of waieh charaeteristice he demonstrated consistently throughout his six months es 
Grouy Commander. He was alaays ready to heip out of difficulties any man of the 
Group whose cause was reasonsdly just, acd he bad & friendly, wndcerstanding way 
with the enlisted personusl especially, that endeared him to them, 25 ai¢ else his 
aabit of imprompty end entirely informal visits among the men on the iine. 

Undoubtedly, the influence of Col. Alkire was largely responsible for the 
early developement of a pride of orgentzation, am esprit de corps, in the 100th 
Group; and, when he eventually was relieved of command, on the eve of the Crow’s 
departure for overseas, & spirit sant out of its men whieh never actin mae fuly 
evident. 

As the first month of its ealevence raced to a close, the Group had sumped 
up reuarkebly, Its four air. crows were getting in considem ble flying cime, des- 
pite the adverse weather, and the ground erews were beginning to handle their tasks 
with some assurance, The practice missions flown were short «nd claituteary; no 
guanery or bombing was attenpted iz this phase, though smuunition and preetics bombs 
were loaded to give the amorers expericace. 


Gp 2 November, the planes were sent on a somewhst wore “sdvenced typo of 


flight, and they carried full losds ef ammunition and a few live SCO powd bombs. 


The alssion, on whigh the 100th’s planes joined other groups end aléo sone bavy 
aireraft, was ostensibly a patrol ever the Pacific, eff the Canadian coast, an 
search of Japanese submarines, Wo enqay vessel was sighted, but ths Group's gua 


pere ct least got te test fire their weapons. 
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“active Gnd unco#iic 


peted, Living quarters 


crowded with double-deck 


ny tane, 


juite pleasant for the most part, as one fairly heavy fall 


6 stay, and occasional drizules or rain, but only & 


ewpugh to interfere with the flying schedules, 


ete Gabiceees oll History, cont'd C t 


Flying, obviously, was what the Group had come to Wendover to do, and fly 
it did-about twenty hours out of each twenty four. The original air ecshelen 
of four airplanes and crews had landed at Wendovershead of the railway shipnent, 
and new crews also were awaiting there to join the Group. These, with others 
which arrived during the firet week on the new base, brought the 100th's air 
strength up to 36 crews, and additional aircraft were delivered throughout the 
month, until the Croup was operating about twenty planes. 

New men for the ground sections aleo were awaiting the Group when it ar- 
rived at Wendover, and others continued to join until the outfit was built up 
te somewhere near full strength. These men came from various parent groups and 
routing pools; some were from the 100th's om parent organisation, the 29th 
Group, at Gowen Field. An Ordnance Section was acquired for each Squadron; inei~ 
dentally, these Ordnance officers ani men, though nominally of a separate depart- 
ment of the army, became members of the Air Forses for all intents and purposes. 
Throughout the training and the war months, they lived and functioned as much a 
part of the Group ae any of its sections. 

The training at Wendover was a strenuous grind for all concerned, both in 
the air and on the ground. Four practice missions wore scheduled daily, and each 
was of more then five hours average duration, which gave the mechanics and arm 
erers something lees then an hour between flights in which te serviee end re-ar= 
the planes. Most daylight missions were for beth bombing and gunnery practice, 
while the night Mignts wre for bombing and navigational training. Combat crews, 
numbering more that the planes availble, took tums at flying, but even so they 
got in e lot of time within a short period, and this Wendover training me to 
prove by far the bulk of their pre-operationas education in serial warfare. 
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In some ways, the facilities for such training at Wendover were excelient, 
and in others, highly inadequate. There was good flying weather, an excellent 
airdrome, ample supply of all essentials, and a perfect bombing range on the vast 
salt flate. Perhaps the most serious lack we that of air-to-air gunnery prac- 
tice. For some reason, no tow-target shooting was provided during the Group(s 
first session at Wendover; the crews fired countless rounds fram low altitude et 
ground targets, which was almost as bad as no practice at all for the sort of 
battles they were to wage in Burepean skies. 

The Wendover practice missions were run off from the beginning in regular 
combat style, with briefings and interrogations by the Intelligence (3-2) See- 
tion, whieh had been augmented by several officers and men. The first mission 
go prepared and flown was a triangular run, with gunnery and simulated bombing 
en route, via Sheshone, Idaho, and Preston, Utah. It so happened that virtually 
all the Wendever practice missions approximated, in duration and distance covered 
(about 900 miles) the average of the operations the Greup was te fly over Burope. 

Considerable equipment, including light transport, had been issued the Group 
at Wella Walle, and this wes moved to Wendover, whera mach additional stuff was 
acquired. Despite its isolation and crudeness, this desert base boasted a first- 
class and liberal depot ef technical supplies. 

With all the day-ani-night grind of flying, the 100th was fortunate in the 
matter of accidents here, as at other training bases. There were tro erash land- 


ings, both on 23 December, due to snow aleft, but nobody was burt in either, and 
one of the planes was @ little damaged that Captain Willian #. Veal, intrepid 
pilot and Commanding Officer of the Squadron to which the plane belenged, went to 
the scene of the emergency landing, a hillside meadow, and made « daring but 
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successful takeoff of the stranded aircraft, which he flew back to the base. 
It was damaged only slightly, the tail surface having been impaled by a fence 
post in the landing. 

Recreational possibilities of Wendover were next to negligible, but every- 
body had ao much work to perform thet their playtime was very limited, anyway. 
The village ef Wendover proper, which had been, prior te the establishment of 
the air base, a plice of some 150 population, now had perhaps 4 thous@d civi- 
idans in ite evirens, but they were predominantly male; feminine society, for 
the average G.I., was out of the question. There was & gaall and shabby beer 
saloon and pool hall in the village, and an attractive Service Club, built and 
maintained by the people of Utah and Nevada. 

These places received some patronage from the 100th men, but the favored 
rallying point for diversion was the Stateline Hotel, just across the Nevada 
border and about half e mile from the camp. Here wore & bar, dispensing malt, 
vinous end spirituous liquors, a quite decent restaurant, and 4 gambling casino— 
which letter was out of bounds te soldiers, as were the ranks of slot machines 
in the barroom. The Stateline was an oasis in several respects, including ite 
buxom witresses who were remarkably patient under the terrific barrage of 
propositions and wninspired badinage directed at them by the skist~avid Century 


Bombers. 
The boys of the 100th did some rather freehanded drinking at the Stateline, 


and another lese populer resort farther along the road on the Nevada side (this 
was known as the A-l, and was something of « dump), but they were gratifyingly 
well-behaved for the most part. In fact, for all their drinking, shich was 


notably hearty whenever conditions permitted, the members of the 100th were not 
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generally given to brawling, either among themselves or with outsiders; their 
conduct in this respect was perhaps well above the average for a wer-time Army 
outfit. 

Christmas at Wendover was marked by sumptuous dinners at the Squadron mess 
halls, some of which had been decorated in the spirit of the season, and, in ths 
case of the 349th Squadron, whth actual red roses, in a great vase of carved ice. 
These flowers, imported from a Salt Lake City hothouse, were magnificently incon- 
gruous in this most barren of deserts, where not even cactus sould find sustenance 
in the selt-encrusted earth. 

literally tons of Christmes cifte, with a high proportion of edibles, hai been 
delivered to the Croup, and feasting prevailed throughout the holiday season. 
Christmas Sve wes celebrated to some extent at the Stateline and the 4-1, and in 
the Officers' Club on the base, but there seamed to be a certain soirit of depres- 
sion, no doubt engendered by homesickness and isolation from all familar things. 
The night was clear, after snow squalis in the afternoon, but a terrific, freezing 
gale made outdoor movemert highly unpleasant, and caused cancellation of night 
missions. 


On 28 December, Captain Shaw, Group S-2 Officer, left Wendover as head ofan 


advance party, composed of one officer from each Squadron, to Sioux City, Iowa, 


the Group's next base. Four days later, on the first day of 1943, the entire 
Group, less an airborne contingent of about 175 officers and men in 18 planes, 
entrained for Sioux City. 

The flying party took off the next. day, and made quite a junket of the trip 
to the new base; they landed at Tucson, Arizona, and at Pueblo, Colorado, and 


arrived in Sloux City. One of the planes was forced down by engine trouble at 
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Las Vegas, Nevada, and its crew was marooned there, awaiting a replacement engine, 


for more than a week, 

Incidentally, they would have been held up longer had it not been for Captain 
Veal's coming to their rescue by flying a new engine from Sioux City. Armorers 
and mechanics slung the bulky, 1,300 pound power plant in the bomb vay of e B-17, 
efter the bomb door on one side had been removed. Part of the engine hung below 
the plane's belly, «:1 the whole thing had an insecure look, but Cantain Veal 
made the takeoff, the thousandemile nonstop flight, and the landing at las Vegas 
without incident. 

The rail travellers of the Group occupied four troop trains, the first of 
which pulled out of Sendover shortly after daylight. There were 4 good many 
hangovers among those who had drunk the New Year in, and not a few carry-overs 
of festive exhilaration. All in all, it was a happy bunch; they were delighted 
at leaving the desert end the comfortless camp. 

The Group was greeted by a aild saaple of the weather that was to prevail 
throughout ite one-month stay at this base. The temperature was 9 degrees below 
soro during the first night, and there was a glaze of ice on the ground, inter- 
spersed with patches of snow. On the concrete apron and runways of the airdrome, 
ice was solidly some two inches thick—a fine, vast skating rink, but a vicious 


place for taxi-ing, landing and taking off. This ice did not melt, but mas 


eventually cleared off by scrapers and sweepers. 


Living conditions, ae well ae working facilities, were very superior at 
Sioux City; in fact, it wae by far the best base in these respects ever occupied 
by the 100th. Barracks were comfortable and not overcrowded; shops and hangars 


were commodious and well emipped. The post afforded all the desired conveniences 
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and minor lwauries, including —_ we food, beer and 


merchandise, 2 good theater and a fine, lerge Service Club. The beer served 
at the Post Canteen was incredibly palatable and alcoholic; some hurane officer 
in authority must have by-passed the customary 3.2 per cent limit on PX brew. 

Sioux City itself was a soldiers' Promised Land. A place of some 100, 000 
population, its hotele and bars and smusement places were well up te accomodating 
the 100th's needs, and the people were thoroughly hospitable, especially the cirls. 
This was a city whieh had somshow escaped a wer boom, a3/ ¢ onsecuent war conges- 
tion and shorteges. It was most decidedly a liberal town, with almest a frontier 
atmosphere of tolerance and conviviality. The Century Rombers loved it, and the 
feeling seemed to be mutual. No man who wanted local feminine society seemed to 
have any difficulty in making contact, and for those who imported wives or sweet- 
hearts, there were plenty of hotel rooms available and of 211 classes. 

Pevored refreetment spots of the better type were the Glass Hat ber of the 
West Hotel, the Rathskeller, the Mayflower Ber, and the Oasis, the latter a better- 
than-average night club, distinguished by en Egyptian decor and excellent food. 

The boys who preferred something on the rough-and-ready side frequented such places 
at the Seer Cellar, the Alamo, end 61) (better known te the 100th as the Bucket of 
Blood, and surely rough and ready enough for any taste in that direation). For 
late suppers, the Savoy Restaurant was very popular aon; the GI's, but Charlie's 
Stoak House was the supreme spot for sheer gustatory pleasures; there the broiled 


loin cuts, the French fries, the relishes and the green salads touched tie pin- 


macle of typical American sating. 


Sioux City also provided a luxurious US) Clu, auch frequented and appreciated 


by the clean-living elsneort, and even the tipplers dropped in at times to play 
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nostalgic tunes from the club's fine selection ef records on its de luxe phono- 
graph. 

In brief, the Sioux City Air Base and the town itself were very fine placts 
for the 100th's training and recreation, save for one big factor—-the weather. 
It seemed that the nearby Missouri River formed a reguler pipeline for Arctic 
cold, straight down from the northern Rockies. There were days on end when the 
thermometer never rose more than a few degrees below sero; there mas no night 
in which it did not fall far below the freesing mark, and, one morning at day- 
break, the officiel thermometer at the base weather station registered 30 degrees 


below sero. There was Bnowfall on several days, once quite heavy; on a few sunny 


days, the snow and the frosen earth thawed partially, to make a morass of ali 


ground not paved. 

The Group's training program for this third, and putatively final, phase 
called for three practice missions daily, with stress on navigation and formation 
flying, and including both bombing and air-to-ground gumery on the ranges in the 
wilds of the Dakotas. Two missions were daylight trips, and the third was flow 
in darknese--when the weather permitted, and the eigines could be started. Several 
days passed during wiich all the engine-heating equipment available failed to bring 
up the temperature of the power plants to the starting point, and other missions 
were scrubbed because of snowstorms. All told, the Group(s planes flew about half 
ite scheduled missions, and ite air crews probably added little to what they had 
learned in the month of intensive training operations at Kendover. 

Once more, the Group came through a treining phase with ite safety record 
unsullied insofar as personnel injury was concerned; in fact, there was no appre- 
ciable damage to any of ite planes @iring the month at Sioux City, despite the 


weather and the icy airdrome. 
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Ground crews—-mechanics, armorers and the others—did not have quite the 
volume of work at Sioux City as at Wendover, but the weather made their tacks 
terribly arduous. Servicing the planes on the open Line, these men endured 
almost Polar ccld and winds, and many were their frozen ears amd noses and fingers, 
though they were well bundled in wool and sheepskin garments. It was a tribute 
to the sound health of the Group that there were practically no cases of illness 
due to exposure (aside from frostbites). 

Sickness of any sort was gratifyingly at a lew rate mong the men of the 
Group at Sioux City, as it had been at Wendover; that is, with the exception of 
a mild epidemic of mumps, and rather a serious prevalence of venereal disease. 
This latter condition, in fact, brougit on a quarantine restriction against visits 
to Sioux City for several of the latter days of the 100th's stay near this city 
of friendly femles. 

By the middle of Jamary, the technical sections of the Group had started 
their painting and packing of baxes for supposed overseas shipment; there was no 
intimation that this was not to be the final period of the 100th's home training. 
Preparations went busily ahead for foreign service. ives and parents and sweet- 
hearts journeyed to Sioux City for farewell visits with their soldiers, and there 
was an air of subdued excitement meng the prospective voyagers. The war seamed 
Glose indeed, and, though there had been no authentic indication of the front te 
which the Group would go, it was more or less taken for grammed that Great Britian ; 
would be the base of operations. 


On 21 January, word reached Group Headquarters that its overseas movenent had 


been cancelled, or rather, postponed, and that it would move te another base in the 


States to remain for three moss months, meanwhile acting as sort of cheeking and 
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service outfit for the air echelens of other Groups about to set out for the war. 
Lesation of the new base was not revealed in this first unofficial notice, ner 

did the news become generally known among the men of the Group until 26 Jamary, 
when Colonel Alkire essembled everybody in the theater and told the whole story, 


not without personal disappointment in his tones. Others, too, were sadly let 


down by the surprise, for they had been looking forward to action soon; but there 
were some who were vastly relieved by this reprieve. 

Colonel Aliire said the Group was to take station at a brand new base dom 
on the flet Nebraske prairies, near the tow of Kearney (population about 10,000), 
and that it would not be dissolved, as some had feared. He declared he had def- 
inite assurance from higher headquarters that the Group wuld get on to the war 
in a matter of three months. Also, with his usual concern for the welfare and 
pleasure of his men, he explained that he had made an exploring trip to Kearney 
and the new base, and reported on prospective living and entertainment facilities. 
He did not paint a glowing picture of the outlook, but expressed confidence that 
the Century Bombers would adapt themselves to the environment which they must 
endure. 

The Colonel held a mecting with his officers after the men had been dismis- 
sed, discussing sundry prospects and preblems of the new development. Also, es a 
bit of spice in what promised to be a dull future, he proposed that ali officers 
of the Group leunsh a moustache-growing competition over a three months course, 
the gentlemen showing the poorest lip draperies at the ad of that time to be 
hosts at a dinner fer the hireutely gifted. Needless to say, this contest brought 
forth some ghastly growths, as well as some unsuspected talents in whisker culture. 
The dinner was held as plamned, at the Fort Kearmner Hotel, and the gentlesen 
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with scanty, moth-eaten or camouflaged fringes footed the bill. 


So the packing which was well along teward completion for an ocean voyage 
now was hastily finished for an overnight journey, and, on 30 January, late in 
the afternoon, the first organisation of the Group entrained. The other units 
followed dey by day until all hac pulied out of the Sioux City base by 3 Feb- 
ruary, ané had arrived at Kearney by 4 February. 

Meanwhile, the Group's sir crews had been dispersed from Sioux City, by 
plane and rail, to eight differsmat bases scattered over ths entire vestern 
United States, one to eight crews to a-base. They wont to Blythe, California; 
Walle Walla, Washington; Boise, Idaho; Pecatello, Idaho; Casper, Wyoming: Pierre 
and Rapid City, South Oakota; and Ainsworth, Nebraska. At these bases they were 
to put in their three months of waiting in a sort of state of suspended animation. 
Theoretically, they were to instruct green crews in the interim; actually, they 
were, for the most part, chiefly concerned with passign the time and doing gough 
flying to keep from going completely stale. Some of the crews were fortunate to 
draw stations near pleasant towns, such as Boise, while othere sweated out the 
long monthe in leas attractive surroundings. 

At Kearney Air Base, some three miles outside the town, the ground echelos 
ef the 100th found nlenty to occupy then for 2 tise. Their one-stery pine bar- 
racks were as the builders had left them, littered with the debris of construction, 
and the job of policing up buildings and crounds required several days. Double- 
deck bunks were installed, and coal stoves, two to a hut, were stt up. These 
barracks were not ae primitive as those at tiendover, and eventueliy were secepted 


as reasonably comfortable quarters. 


. 
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Ths Group was fed in two spacious and well-equipped mess halls, two Squed- 
rong sharing each mess. Food was uniformly excelieast—almost luxurious for a 
time, until allowance of the “garrison” ration was discontinued and replaced by 
the so-called field ration, which still provided ample calories and fair variety. 

Once the camp was @leaned up and the men settled in quarters and shops, the 
100th soon was called upon to begin its processing duties, which consisted of 
inventorying and inspecting the plenes and equipment, both personel and opera- 
tional, of air echelons bound for fighting fronts. Shortages of equipment were 
supplied, snd new items issued. Planes were scrupulously checked and tuned for 
the ocean flights in prospect. Crews were given some classroom instruction by 
the Intelligence section, and were rehearsed in the care of their equinment, 
especially their machine guns, which they were required to strip end clean at 
frequent intervals during their processing period. This latter training, under 
supervision of the 100th's Squadron armorers, appeared to be especially needed, 
as many of the ostensibly qualified aerial gunners were sadly unfamiliar with 
the mechanism and maintenance of their weapons. 

Incidentally, the processing procedure was carried out by Squadron-to-Squad- 
ron assignment; that is, one Squadron of the 100th took care of a designated unit 
ef the Group being processed. 

Shops and hangars at the Kearney base were adequate in all respects—amen 
better, in fact, than living quarters. The airdrome itself was likewise a splen- 
did installation. 

While the 100th had no air crews of its ow: at Kearney for training, the 


Group's pilot efficers, who, of ecurse, included Colonel Alkire and the Squadron 
Commanders, got in some flying time in the fow planes available, while the Groups 
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going through processing flew a number of practice missions during their stay 

of two to three weeke on this base. Sach transient Group made one long aicsion 
from Kearney to the Gulf of Mexico, for navigational and gunnery practice, before 
shoving off overseas. 

Groupe processed by the 100th were the 2nd, 95th, and 35lst, all, naturally, 
B-17 outfits. The latter of these Groups nugbered among its members the famous 
film star, Clark Gable, then « lieutenant assigned as "fire control officer", a 
mysterious function whieh appeared to be chiefly nominal. Gable's presence on 
the post aroused some excitement among the movie fans, but few got a climpse of 
his. 

As at Walla Walla and Sioux City, the weather et Kearney was one of the 
princips]l afflictions of the 100th, though it wae by no means all bad. There 
were a good many days of glorious sunshine and comparative warmth, even in Feb- 
ruary and Warch, but there were intervals of blizzard and snow and rain, and, as 


the spring advanced, almost daily duet stems which permeated barracks and shops 


with the finely powdered earth of the great plains. There was no cold at Kearney 


which approached the extreme temperatures the Group had endured at Sioux City; 
the lowest reading here wae 4 degrees below sero, and this coldezé wave lasted 
but a day or two. 

Since the processing business did not demand much haste or st>ennous effort, 
the 100th enjoyed considerable leisure time, and, in the beginning, waa rather ot 
lose for means of spending this leisure. The recreational facilities of the base 
had not been completed when the Group arrived, but eventually there wore a theater, 
a fair Post Txchange, end an excellent gymnasium-library. As soon as this latter 


structure was opened, the athletes of the Group inaugurated an enthusiastic Gasket- 
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ball program, and play was practically camstant thenceforth. The 100th, inci- 
dentally, produced a crack team which beat severel good dellege fives during the 
s9ason. 

Soldiers being inevitably what they are, the town of Kearney wae the first 
and most important objective of the pleasure-bent Century Bombers. Civilian busses 
made a route through the base at fairly freqent intervals to transport them to and 
from town, and these busses were almost invariably crowded to the doors. The bus 
fare seened somewut exorbitant for the length of the ride, and it was generally 
believed by his customers that the diminutive and voluble Greek who operated the 
line was making more money thab Bing Crosby. 

When the 100th arrived to occupy the new air base, the people of Kearney were 
almost totally unfamiliar with soldiers en masse, ani they were not quite decided 
how to take the invasion at first. Kearney was a very typical, respectable ani 
prosperous trading center for a big agricultural region; there «was nothing color- 
ful or axciting in its spirit or its setting. However, after their initial reserve 
wore off, the citizens proved quite hospitable hosts to the Group=——a not unnatural 
development, in view of the fact the men of the 100th spent many thousands of dol- 
lars monthly in Kearney saloons and restaurants and hotels and shops, 

There ware drinking and eating places in plenty, but few of any attractive 
atmosphere. The ubiquitous Oasis, the Windmill and the incredibly=named Arabien 
Nights were among the most patronized bars. Ome firat class hotel—the Port Kearney-- 
and a rambling, shabby hostelry, the Midway, did capacity buainess day in and day 
gut with the boys from the sir base, while a few broken-dom rooming houses catered 


to the overflow. 
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Qne of the most memorable of all Kearney's institutions—not excepting the State 

College—was the single, and fantastic, brothel, the Nifty Reoms. It had one 

prostitute and one landlady, and a fairly steady patronage from the hopelessly 

unenterprising or unattractive GI's whe could find ne romance uith tie native 

gris. 

Favorite social rendesvous was the Amory, where a weekly dance ms held, 
and the boy-meete-girl business boomed, ense the local belles realised that most 
of the strange boys in brom euite were just farmers ami grocery clerks and truck 
G@rivers and mechanics away from home and very lonely. A& the Service Club, estab- 
lished and maintained by various civie agencies, the Ceitury socialites aleo were 
given opportunity to meet and dance with hand-picked misses from the tow and the 
State Teacher's College. Numerous romances, innocent and otheruise, budded, but 
few progressed to the matrimonial stage. 

After some weeks of sampling the diversions of Kearney, a good many of the 
100th's playboys scon discovered what they regarded as greener pastures at Grand 
Island, an hour's bus ride away. Here me a great munitions plant, enploying 
droves of girls and women, and the town iteelf was considerably larger than Kearney, 
though still hardly Parisian in its facilities for revelry. 

Momentous news for the Group breke in mid-February--furloughs, averaging nine 


days in length (dependent cm travel time to the soldiers’ homes) were authorized. 


The firet vacationere left on 15 February, and ethers were dispatched daily, ac- 
Gerding to quote, until virtually all members ef the Group, both officers and men, 
hed enjoyed what was to prove a farewell visit home. The furloughs induced numer- 
ous marriages among the Century Bombers. Some married at home, while others 
brought their potential brides back to Kearney for the ceremonies, this latter 
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being an inexplicable, though typical, example of soldier conduct. 

Toward the end of March, just when the belief had solidified in the ranks of 
the Group that it woula never go oversess as 4 wilt, word began to circulate that 
Colonel Al<ire's assurance at Sioux City was going to be fulfilled, after all. 

On 30 March, the first of a series of showdown clothing inepections wes held, 
ostensibly in preparation for some sort of move. Two weeks later, the combat 
crews bean to trickle back to the Group from their places of hibernut on. They 


goon were issued new planes ond epiipment. an on 20 April, all the original 


crews, 37 in rugber, and led by Colenel Alkire took off on a mission to Hamilton 


Field, California. This trip was designed as a checkout on high altitude, for- 
mation fliving, but was hardly a fair test, in view of the fact that pilots an 
crewe had little experience in this type of mission, and that they were stals from 
nearly three months of comparative inaction. 

Se the California sdesion was a greet diesppointment for the Colonel, and 
proved unfortunate for the entire Group, for it ws to cost them their highly 
esteemed Commander—not by flying accident, but by influencing his removal from 
Command. All but three of the planes completed that aiction, which incinded a 
flicht of some distance out over the Pacific Ucean, and climbs up to 30,000 feet, 
much hisher than e lerge majority of the crews had ever flown. For the first time 
the Group's gunners had s chance to fire their guns at realiy high altitude; they 
shot at the ocean. 

From 21] sceounts, this mission wae truly fubar (fouled up beyona ali recog- 


nition) by the 100th's air crews. Colonel Alkire was reported to have invented 


several new terme for incompetence in his redioed criticiems of his pilot's air 


ganship. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


LOOth Bombardment Grou, distery, cont'd 


Colonel Alkire had never required the 100th te be a military outfit. He 
was a flying man first aad last, and felt that hie men should devote their train- 
ing time to aircraft, rather than foot drill and ceremonies. Since he took com- 
mand, the Group had done one afternoon of drill (at Wendover), and had stood ne 
formal formation. In hie absence on the Pacific mission, his deputy, Major Stan- 
dish, went all out on martial exerdises for about a week, ani the moaning among 
the men wes loud and sustained. 

Frou 21 to 26 April, the seldiering wae intensive. There were dsily driile 
and inspections, two complete ahowdowns on the gymmasium floor, a shelter tent- 
pitching exercise (and few of the 100th had ever seen a pup tent or eted), and a 
formal retreat and perade on the ron. For the first time aince the early days 
at Nalla ‘alka, the Group did calisthenics in the mornings; that is, the manubers who 
gould find no escape. ‘There was also a gas drili, with clouds of minsied smoke and 
tear gas released in the open, and a gas chamber test. 

Colonel Alidre and the air echelen returned to Kearney on the afternoon of 
25 April, all pretty dejested at the showing that had been made. “tafi officers 
took the blame, but it waa probably lese their fault than that of tae long layoff 
ef the crews from training. Of the three planes that failed to come beck from the 
mission, one broke off ite tail in landing at Hamilton Field; the teil cunner was 
in his position, but escaped with seratenes and bruises. Another plane wer snot 
up by stray bullets during the test firing of the guns at high altitude, andthe 
third was held up by engirm trouble. 

Group Headquarters > .ned efficially on 26 April that Colonel Alicire hed 
been relieved of his command, due to the muddled Pacific mission. {lis successer, 


Colonel Howard M. Turner, a former Washington staff officer, had arrived the prev 


fous night. Word of the chenge got around at once, of course, amonr the men, but 


79 
cv 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


' 


_——— 


100th Bombardnent Grou iietery, cont'd 


they were not authoritatively informed until twe days later, when their beloved 
Pappy Aliire cesambled thes in the gywnasiun and geve his ferewell address. 

He minced no words, he made no excuses; it was s typical Alicdire speech, and 
the most movin he had ever given the men ef the 100th. 

"I am being kicked out because of alleged incompetence", said the Colonel. 
"Jt may b Lhe charge ia just, but I as dapending on you men to vindicate me in 
the end. re voing into eombet goon, and I have every confidence tiat your 
conduct wi %% only gain great clory for the old Century Group, but will prove 
I wasn't such a i leeder, after all." 

Perhaps there were no actual tesrs shed by his listeners, but there wes many 
a full heart ond tichtened throat among the men to whom he had been so numen end 
@Gonsiderate snd ecscesible during the months of his command; end there wre, no 
doubt, seny silent resclves to uphold Pappy's reputation in every way possible 


‘ 


when the Group sot into action. Hew well such resolves were kept is « matter of 
record in the combat history of the 100th. 

Following his relief from command of the Croup, Colonel Alkire was avsigned 
to 2 Wing steff et o Texas Air Base. Eventually, he got overseas with the 15th 
Air Force in Italy, went down on a aiecion, end wae made a prisoner of war. 

Group's air echelon of forty plemes aid crews took off for 

Wendever, wiere they spend twenty days of advanced trainine--bmebiny, navigation, 
formation and gunnery, the latter, this tine, with tow targets and at iiigh altitude. 
Weether interfered eomewhat with the schedule of mlesions, but the crews put in « 
great deal of flying time. Wendover was wastly igproved as a base, insofar as liv- 


ing comditions were concerned, aince the 100th was there in December, but the casmbat 
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crew men were not very happy durirg their stay. No passes off the post were per~ 
mitted for the first ten days, and the Military Police harried the airmen priev- 
ously, once they did get « chance to visit the Stateline and the 4-1. 

From Wendover, in batehes of a dozen or so et 2 time, the plenes of the Group 
were flown up te Ogden, Uteh, where they were modified for combat service. Thee 
work required about = week, ani the delay aroused new fear among the crewe that 
they would never get to the war, but at last all planes returned, «itn modifications 
installed. Some more practice missions were flew, the Group was inspected by 
Generel Johnson, Commanding 2nd Air Force, and, on 20 and-2] Msy, the planes tlew 
back to Seerney for final processing and the start of the flight to the war. 


Colonel Turner, leading the planes of the 349th and 350th, to off from 


Kearney on 25 May, some to land at Syracuse, New York, others at efridge Field, 


Michigan, en route to the Atlantic coast. ‘The other Squadrons left the following 
day, routed via Fort Wayne, Indians. 11 the planes eventually landes et Pancor, 
Maine, last stop before the actual start of the overseas hop. me isunched their 
trans-Atlantic flighte from Gander Lake, Newfoundland, and others from Goose Bay, 
Labrador. Some flew directly across to Prestwick, scotland, enc some landed on 
Greenland or Iceland enroute. All made the ocesn crossing safely, arriving at 
the Group's English base a few devs after the ground echelon had estanlished resi- 
dence. 

The non-flying contingent of the Oroup hed entrsinec from Kearney on 2 May, 
and had gone to Camp Williams, Wisconsin, for a week of hectic training in war- 
fare a ls infantry. The camp, 2 long-established National Guard maneuver ground, 
was a scenically delightful spot, especially to the men of the LOOth who had so 
jourred se long en the drab Nebraska prairie, but the weather was often damp and 


and penetratingly chilly, and tents were the living quarters. It was the 100th's 


rye 
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first ex solilering, but the men accepted the 


coafort retty much as a lark. 
place for the 


lisms was strenuous 


exercise crench di-ging, commando tactics and just plain route 
the entire Group fired « course for qualification 
i pistola, The men 


Thompson runs «fi 
dusk, often in highly uncosfortabl« weather, but the 


Phaotere 


the scant tine for recreation at this station, 
epportr evening trips neighboring towns. The 
oat, 


forces entrained, 


ilaost non-stop, ride to Cas 


> 


rrival was on the morning of 11 May. 


jlete until 26 May, the 1lOOth epent its time in « 
calls, which 


and roll 


sunt of 


* 


seemed to 


availahle for the asking, and the gre 
barracks bags. There was, too, much 


blankets and alinging packs. 
rt ‘ released 


ing 
bsided samewhat, amd the 


ithin a few days, the flurry su 
Twelve~hour passes were available, t 


sretically 


ractically 


from restriction to the eamp. 
r prosortion of the men at one time, but actually to 


e mine 


New York City, an hour's journey by train or bus, was 


any afternoon. 
iestination of most of the pleasure seekers, thougn some found enter- 


everybody 


the natural 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


istory, cont'd 


taste in i 5) i citi nearey 
ble interlude for the departing 1lOOth. 
schelon left the Group at Xeamey for 
ids Colonel Dauncey, Group Ground Ex 


had flown with the air craewe to jendover early 


travelling by bomber an 


48 to cross 
t Vurnea 
the Century Bowbers boarded traine at Camp ade 4 miserable, 
stifled trip to Jersey City, ferried across » iin n and, efter 
shed, filed aboard the fors i > Star liner 
K(ajesty's) S(hip). 
afternoon of 26 Vay, that ai 
ipplies poured into the vast hull, 
\1t about 1 
weer Elizabeth pointed her 
the sailing, since thay were 
daylight hours sinmee they had came aboard, 


hip was well off the land--this for security reasons, though it is hard- 


there could have been such seorecy about the sailing ar carge. 


sntury Bombers ede up but @ fraction of the great vessel's human freight; 


jammed with perhaps 18,000 to 20,000 other GI's into accomodations de- 
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ol even positive of their destination, axcept t 
efinitely and finally, after 


id counter-rumors, on tacir way to the war. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


S6ist Squadron History 


Paralyzine blows to the werfoal Axis Ter Machines throug) +} 


Cresoading of countless tons sep i s and incendiary bombs on 
giant war production centers, he 1 peck inetallatione and other 


réent iitery targobe wer s in tha minds of + rts 


+ ie, 


pi. John A. lergstron 
e Marlie F, Burch, 
. Seidel, 
Robineon, 
arold >, Wiidriek, 
yt. Paul C, “eanne, Pvt. Cs 
« Malter Keane, Pvt. Lawrence J, Stein, Prt. Julia . 
+ Holland, Pvt. Dewey *. Jergeron, Pvt. Veorge G. Parley 
R. Grubbs, 3/Set. Charles F, Wright, Pvt. Sigmund Sierminsii, 
J John G. Poukstas, Cpl. Joseph |. Picard, Cpl. 
John J, Parmentier, 1. Dewey Caristopher, 
3, Th Prt. Saorge Walton, Cpl. John ©, Tarr rt. Yoserh 7, Tainaus, 
Pfe, #oodrow Matson, Prt. Robert A. Poyla, Set. mtts, Pfa. Harry V. 
Rurt, Pfe. Joon T. Comsteck, Pvt. Charles 1, Pur« Pvt. Allen ii ore 
Pvt. John %, Cosley, Pvt. Chritepher Ianilton, and 7” c 
forecoing names were included on Special Order Mr 
Gowen Piald, Idaho, dated Catober 28, 1942, 
experiences in the months and veare to cone. 


The Commanding Offiver, Captain Kidd, had absorbed a great deal of 
knowledze relating to Air Forces activity before ass f t uit. 
He had been stationed at Felly Field, Texas, as « Ka st had taken 
training in 4=@gine ships at Sebring, Vloride, ami had experiance in operations 
at Medill Field, Florida. The 29th end 52nd Pombardment. Groupe had helped the 
100th Sreup bacome orranized, and the SSlst as part of the 10%+th was very 
fortunate in coninys wader the command of Captain Kidd, t at time was an 
officer of the 52nd. 


Lieutenant Pose was a man with a keen sense of hwor, liked a good 
bit of comedy for a laugh. He was @ teller of yarns in his om right and very 
energetic, He came to tie Squadron by way of Cfficer Candidate Schbol, had 
been a student at the (miversity of Florida, and was a food all-rows! athlete. 
Ris specialty was ice skating, at which he was reputed te be an expert. wo 

also well travelled. Lieutenant Malta, was of a more easy going manner, 
been a Princeton man, and liked scrub football. He had become outstand- 
for playwriting. 
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Aoutenant C : 18 jetly efficient type, who usually 
runuing smooth a to look twioe for. e or 
ons that abserbed ell 
iffle but wher it was necessary 


is efforts to do 806 


7, #0 the sround 
motion as e JUACr Oe 


, etart 


led ‘eG 
ant Rinkler, Lisu- 
ena jarry Toml ii nd nant Alle linger. Unlisted men were 
Serreante Poland fp. & ons, Jame cott, « Teslie 1). Wadeav, Leonard 


provided the foeal point 
men of the squadron, who practically 


irash, 3/Scte 


Bawar d Sgt. John Tarrant, aid : t anot h 10d positions 


in the ¢ y Poom and Mail Room. md [.foutenent %: : 1 ‘ diutant; who 
at this stage had his hands full o? problems on organizin 

tration, Communications vas porsounoclled by Licoutenaw* 

Wright, Sgt. Robert Boyle, Cpl. Doyle Camsron, Pvt. E 

John Gosley. Only one Bel? was assigned to the T5ls* at this wo but 
Lieuseneant Carletons 1-+ to see that sis Snsinoering section learned 

was to learn about it. Tis nor wero ¥/S Robart 

B, “arrison, S/Sat. Dan Milaxovich, $/Sct. “alcols 7. 
Poukstes, Scot. Brooke ¥. Parker, Cpl. Yobert &, Mar grav 


Joseph %.. Picard, Cpl. Lewis °, Moen* comer 
PR, Christopher, Pvt. Sigmund Sierminski, 
Deane, Pvt. Carl R. Jolmaon, Pvt. Valter Rud 
Dewey P, Bergeron, Prt. John J, Yerrmann, 
Burt, and Pfc. John T. Comstock. 


Supply prebloms were being mastered by Lieutenant Rose and Sgt. George 
Johnson, +ho “cnecom in charge. It was hard going at firet because it was here 
at Wallon Yalla that the Squadron began to receive the bulk of organizational 
equipment. The problem of organizing an operations office fell to Lieutenant 
Peter J, Theodore, who hac now joined the Squadron. This too was difficult bee 
cause the wiit was scheduled to pull stakes quite frequently, and facilities at 
this station had te be shared with other units, s/sct. Edward S, Decker was 
the "CO in chargs of operations, 
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_ 


The medical section responsible for the health of the 35lst was 
un ‘er e direction of ‘aeutenan* t t iperr. "he matio 
un included Sgt. Levi Watts, Pyts. arpino, Jeymour 


Atkinson, Valter Kane, and William Urewley,. 


aacron Bess function 


er candidate 


hat one felt perfectiy at ease in Ai# company. 


u 
1 
t 


Paenépo? va vion 


tT, Porch. 


ne Armement Section Was uuGer toe direction cr Lieutenant cnriée 
R. anderson, The enlisted men in the ‘rnanent Sectix ere: M/Sct. tiamet 
Swank, 5/S¢t. John Pergstrom, S/Set. 7rod Granger, Set. Sdward Celhaus, Cpl. 
Charles Glasscock, Cpl. William Gorman, Cpl. Howard Fiery, Pfc. 
Cpl. William Pahlis, Col. “illian Salowe, Cpl. John & i } 
Schmidt, Cpl. Avril Hanna, Cpl. Sarl Rudolph, Cpl. dene 
Brett, Pfc. Sarney Wertin, Spt. Grant Herriman, : fo, Alexander « 
Roy 8. Carr, Scte Morrits Payne, sgt. udol pi wier, S/%et, “en Melson, 


as 


Set. Clarence Cartwrirht, Pvt. Elmer Musolf, 

lacking equipment and material to work on end espace to work in = they 
had to share their shop with three other Squadrons - these men learned ali tnsy 
could, anc pract) ed ioading ami unlesding, wir innery eaniotenanee, and 
acguired much knowledge through heresfay and exchanging ideag,. 


Learning to function on the basis of a combat tation was one oi 
the outstamiine features of the Squadrons first or initial ; e of treining. 


The unit was ordered to wove from Walia @alla, Washington to jendover 
Field, Utah, on Special Order No. 134, HNeedquarters Walla “Nails Army Air fase, 
dated Wovember 23, 1942. The movement to the new station was carzpleted about 
the firet week in December 1942, and inoluded all the officers ani men mentioned 
in the initial phase of training. 


Wendover Pield was not the most pleasant place in the world. It is 
lecated on the Utah=ewada Border and at the time these units arrived there it 
was inconveniently cold, Reereational facilities were practically non-existen‘ 
except for the few games members of the organisation could find time to organize. 
It was desert ae far af the eye could ses, and the nearest town was 125 miles 
@ray. To quote Lieutenant Williams "There were two trees, one was 4% feet high, 
the other was a small one", 


-3e 
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From a military point of view, however, the field was an ideal 
situation for winter operations. 


For reoreational and social pleasures, squadron personnel found it 
necessary to travel long distances to enjoy a 24-hour pass privilege, be- 
Cause the emall commmity of Wendover had neither the facilities nor the 
fairer sex to make the "boys" happy. 


2nd phase training at Wendover consisted of improving the sicill and 
ability of combat crews in precision bombing, navigation and gunnery, It 
gave the crews a chance to "feel their oats” in a series of excercises 
ing about four weeks, Crews actually got to fly an operational mission 
this base when they were ordered out over the Pacific Ocean in search for 
enemy naval unite. Although no opposition was encountered, it did have the 
crews on their nerve while flying it. 


It was at Wendover that the outfit felt its first taste of simulated 
combat conditions when a 24-hour work schedule became effective. Servioing 
and repairing the Fortresses, which now numbered 5, the mechanics gained the 


skill necessary to make them experts in their chosen pursuit. Both the 
Armament and Ordnance Nepartment were kept on the go with the frequent orders 
to load and unlead their heavy bomb cargoes, Other departments such as 
administration, supply, tech supply, mess, communications and medics found it 
necessary to keep working at a steady pace to meet the many requirements of a 
flourishing organization, 


An Ordnanee section was trained but not assigned to the 36lst until 
it reached Wendover Field. The Cedre consisted of a Section Chief, T/Sct. 
Phillip ™, Goodwin, assistant Section Chiefs 8/Sct. Clarence ¢. Vorphal, 8/Srt. 
He P. Hollingsworth, and two Crew Chiefs, Sgt. Orville Z, Hinkle, and Sgt. Joe 
J. Dmowski. Before asswming their duties, these men were sent to Fort Wright, 
Washington, November 10, 1942 for an intensive two weeks reviewing of all they 
had learned about Ordnance in the past year. Along with the Ordnance section 
assigned to the S5lst, was an Ordnance Officer, Lieutenant Eugene J. Kraft, 
who was destined to go along way with the 100th Group. The Ordnance section, 
while at Wendover Field was reinforced further by Sgt. Joseph Murphy, Sgt. John 
B. Mathis, Sgt. Hubert Anderson and Cpl. Harrington. They complained of the 
desert and lack of equipment. They were joined in their misery a short time 
later by Sgt. C. L. Anglin end Pfc. M. P. Furtado. It was Lieutenant Kraft's 
lot to make the unit take ite planned shape, 


During this period important additions to the Squadron included 
Lieutenant Stan J. Miller, and Captain BE, L, Johnson. The 351st Bomb Squadron 
two months before had numbered a little more than half a hundred officers and 
mon had increased six times that strength. During the period of Decesber lst 
to the Slet, it had mounted from a total personnel of 263 officers and men to 
a total of 521 men. According to the morning report for that period there were 
nor 5 Captains, 4 lst Lieutenants, 45 2nd Lieutenants, and 2 Plight Officers. 
Grades among the enlisted men showed 1 Master Sergeant, 6 Technical Sergeants, 
28 Staff Sergeants, 63 Sergeants, 31 Corperals, 90 Privates First Class and 96 
Privates, 


Mews that the Squadron was going to pursue its third phase wes creeted 
by the men with emiling faces, Wendover hadn't been too comfortable or wars. On 
New Year's day, 1943, the movement to Sioux Ci low mm, S26 Officers 
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sed sen went by rail: uni ! foers ami 26 enlisted men Slew, 
ind toe Squairon set up ror 


i Y J t ’ 


omb Traup - 


lieutenant William Cruce. 


Ceptain Turner res ax inconspicucus man with a penchant Cer a great 
denl sf responsibility. He was elways deeply conceried al ‘ reblems 
he olisted men, am took sn intest interest in flying Cthexy additinas 
the wit made Lieutenant &. ©. Kinder hwad of tho medical unit assigned to the 
squadron; 8/Set. Serenius Merrett and Set. “raneis Suith were also assigned. 


Aewbenant Kinder, a dector first, always seemed to reuecber that. 4 
always had en ear te the ground for any trouble cenceraing health conditions. 
4e was a man of reserved opinion, but had a cheerful attitude ali the tine 
thet mate people feel better fust carrying on an ordinary conversation #ith 
im. Me liked his work and he lilted a good time. To the Combat Crews he has 
always been the bert and is imow as “Little Doc". Pho nedieal dotachment also 
reeeived the bulk of its Medival @equipmeat at this station. 

Although it was cold here, it will be remembered for the Squadron 
Party that was put on. It was given in the form of a dinner danve at the 
Mayfair Totel in Sioux City. 'teutenant Walton and 1/Sgt. Girash were in 
charge; men of the organization brought wives, sweethearts, and girl friends 
to {t. One notable incident during the dance happened ujjien the lizhts «ll 
vent out. \@ music continued but there was some @nfugion among the dancers, 
ind when they came on again, many wore dancing wifh different partuers. Other 
recreational facilities were plentiful, there was a YWCA Gymnasium, several 
theaters, ad a USG club at sergeants Bluff? mear by. The men's faverite haunt 
was the Rathexelier, no hard liquor was sold but beer and good conversaticn left 
everyone happy most of the time. On the beso itsalf was a theater and this war 
extremely popular because i+ showsd sostly first-mm picture Everyone reneubere 


tue Weet otel an’ Big duma the blues singer. 
Be 
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The Wnlésted Men had their share of complaints about the boat trip. For 
the first few days it was necessary to "sweat out” long lines for chow which 
Was none too well prepardd. Crowded sleeping quarters made it necessary for all 
personne] to sleep on deck floors half of the time. another source of annoyance 
and trouble occurred the fifth day out to sea as choppy waters caused the Eliza- 
beth to reel from one side to the other without a letup for almost « day. This 
rocky phase of the joumey in turn caused many of the personnel and officers +o 
suffer sick headaches and nausea. Great relief came as the steamer sailed into 
tranquil waters the day before we anchored. The ocean jaunt was wmeventful due 
th the fect that our ship was not attacked by enemy Usboats or long-range air- 
craft. 4owever we did have our share of rumors regarding Usboate and other 
hostile craft. 


A wonderful change of scenery came into view early Wednesday morning, Yune 
2, a8 the beautiful Scottish landscape emerged before our eyes. Around 9 o'clock 
that morning our journgy had come to 2 welcome end as the British lwury liner 
anchored in the pescful waters of an Atlantic inlet fecing the city of Gourock 
Scotland, about 20 miles from the ocean. 


The next 24 hours was a period of reative inactivity on the part of 351st 
personnel. During this time preparations and plans were being made to unload 
some 20,000 or more soldiers who were headed as we were for service in the ETO. 
Berly the following morning about one-half of our ground strength, including 
those with highest rank, left the Elizabeth with full field equipment and 
boarded a ferry which carried them across a marrow stretch of the harbor to a 
railwey station, which adjoined the water front. liere began a 12 homr ride for 
our first stop in England, the Poddington Air Base. The -est of the squedron 
said good-bye tbh the Elizabeth at 1:30 in the afternoon as they went through a 
similar procedure to board a especial train at 4 o'clock. Barly Friday morning 
both travelling croups reached what everyone apperently thought would be their 
home for some time. A huge, nearly completed sirdrome was in our midst, only 
685 miles nor&Bhwest of London. 


After eating a hearty breakfast, members heard Lt. Col. veorge Bauncey, of 
the 100th Headquarters Detachment, speak as to what was expected of us during 
our stag in the European Theatre of Gperation and to inform us of a number of 
other important subjects relative to our arrival. During his speech, s plane 
flew over head, the Colonel explained; “Hear that! when you've been here as long 
as I have you can tell those Jerries when they come over”. 


The squadron went ahead with plans of establishing itself on a permanent 
basis for the first several days up th the time thet news broke thet a mew move 
was imminent. On srrival at Poddington, Sgt. Wolfiiel took over as acting first 
Sergeant. 


Our stay at this base terminated Wednesday morning, June 9, as the $hlst 
squadron along with the rest of the 100th Somb @roup boarded a train at the 
nearby city of Wellingboro for a movement to an undisclosed destination. At the 
seme time, the airmen, who had arrived in Poddington from their trans-Atlantic 
flight shortly after the ground personnel, again took their planes and headed 
for the same new base, 
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wy ended around 1 in the afternoon of the 


at Diss, sx t located in what is geographicaliy known as Last Any 

35 miles northenet of the Sritish capital. Army trucks were waiting at 

station to transport us to our present pperational base, a sprawling, unfinished 
heavy bouber field, 5 miled east of this rail stop adjoining the comumity o7 
Thorpe Abbott. 


The firet few weeks here were ruther unpleasent becawe of t! 
number of present-available conveniences on the field hed not been talled 
completed during this period, and also 9 difficulty encountered at tho start 
in organising the various departments for the important jobs which they have been 
reguired to handle with the greatest speed. The Sdlst was assigned Site 1 for 
ite barracks crea and picket pest. Officers were given quarters in barracks 
adjoining those of onlisted men, a pol@oy not followed in the states. The area 
was well camouflaged for the most part. ‘The uight black-out orders are not 
féllowed as they should be by both enlisted men and officers becawe si 
faulty curtains or carelessness hays enabled light to show on the outside to a 
small, but dangerous degree. Five orick bomb shelters bankdd with a thick cover 
of earth afford protestion from bomb blasts and accompanying shrapnel. 


ince the start of the tenure at Thorpe Abbott bane, a number of innovations 

have been made in the eduinistrative policy. At least 15 pereent of the total 
ground etrenglth has been assignéd to duties and tasks conducted primarily as a 
base function. This policy has been particularly applicable to moss, transportation 
communications and all-round men. The task of preparing Ki and other duty rosters 
has been oliminated by the plan of ay iting men to these duties on a permanent 
basis.- Another new feature in asministration has bee: the assi,mmoent of officers 
and enlisted men to various specialized training schools in imglend oonducted 

Aypmy.e A steady flow of personnel to and from these genters at almost 

has resulted because of this training program. 


On June 10, the second day after our arrival in Last Anglia, Captain Gllen 
Turner, squadron operations officer, was named commanding officer succeding 
Major John 8. Kidd, who was transferred to Grotp Seadquartere Detachment. 

ince sasuming his new duties, Captain Turner has been promoted to the rank of 
et 


4ajor. For the second time in two months « change in first sergeants was made 
with the resignetion of Leonard "olfkiel. 


The last week of June, 1945, saw the uit start into ite first action in 
combat During this week three raids were taken pert in, Bfemen, Uormany, St. 
Nazaire, France, and Le Kans, France. The initial operatioms showed = totel 

f 19 ships put up in combat for the month of June; it was just breaking ground 
bigger things to come. 
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raid on saris, !rance, claimed throe more crews 
unit in m; Lt. Peter g. Theodore, the squadron gunnery officer, ” 
went along for tie ride". The others killed in this raid included Lt. Charles 
ie Floyd, Jre, Lt. Jack C. Soyd T/Sgt. Theodore li. Price, 5/Sgt. John K. 
Williams, S/Sgte Karl Friggs, 3/Sgte John uM. Neal, 5/Sgt. Dale P. liuffer, $/sg 
Charles T. Daniels, anc S/Sgt. Vonald k. “ige. Lt. Gugene V. Mulfjolland, Lt. 
Paul ‘aseal, 5/Sgt. ‘iorman D. Kreitenstein, and 7/Sgt. Trafford L. Curry re- 
turned to duty after escaping. it. Blanton G. Barnes, Lt. hobert 4“. Losnberg, 
Lt. Frank C. Coon, Lt ¥.P. Fienup, Lt. Ernest Anderson, Lt, Edward il. Hovde, 
S/Sgte Heber Hoge, Jr., S/Sgt. Jamos HM, Sides, T/Sgte Charles &. Wright, S/Scte 
obert N. Brown, t/igt. loy Ae livemson were tab prisoner by the enemy. 
Nothing definbte is known about Lt. lichard C. King, FA George LU. Srykalski, 


obert Le. Moknight, S/Sgt. Marvin “iller or 5/igt. Rudopph liarns. 
Information from returning obews showed that Lt. fienups shij 

formation before reeching Paris with 1 engine flaming; it appeared 

control. ‘There were four chutes seen to open from this plane. Lt. 

md Lt. Kings ship collided in midesir. Lt. Floyd's ship was seen to drop 

several bombs, then explode ss it dove away. One chute was seen. Hetween 

three and seven chutes were seen drop from Lt. Kings ship. ‘lames were pouri 

from the bombaye it appeared tiat the oxpgen system was turning out. ‘This 

accident occured over Jeaumont Airdrome in “rance. 


This is wheat Sgt. Gooker writes about Lt. Theodore, 

PETER J. THUODORE, Ist Lt. Air Corps, United ‘tates Army, has distingui- 
shed himself, in the minds of all officers and enlisted men of the 3 
Squadron, as well as the other membors of the 10Uth Sombardment Grou 
his leadership ability, fidelity and resourcefulness. 

Lt. Theodore joined the S5lst Somb. Squadron et AAR, alia fella, Jash- 
inton on 22 “ovember 1942 as the Assistant Uperations Yfiicer. ‘hen reportin, 
to the Operations Officer Captain kolend 7. Knight@then Ist Lt) his first words 
were “it. Theodore reporting sir, when do i get my flying suit?" Almost 
immediately the enlisted men felt that he was a $ypical GI and a friend to all. 
iis mamer of speech, dress and unforgetable endurance of energy, indreased 
his popularity with the personnel of the squadron. 

At Kearney Nebraska he was appointed the squadron Physical Director. 
lis endurance of energy increased by the day until all the enlisted nen were 
Wishing that ne would céadm down and be «2 little more reserved. ie was excellant 
d4nstructor and the appropiate Ufficer for the task of conditioning the men fer 
an overseas movemmnt. Lt Theodore participated in many sports and excelled in 
Besket-call, bowling and skeet shooting. 

“hile making the weary trip from ew York to Granock, Scotland, 

Theofore was a great help in maintaining morale among the enlisted personnel. 
very day, and often during the evenings, he would visit each state room to see 
how the men were getting siong. Such emwall things as that, mate him a truly 
likable and trustworthy Officer. 

His principle duty oversens was that of Assistant Station jumery “fficer. 
In this eapacity he became wery happy, for he was in a position té do just 

is heart desiredeand that was to fly! Although he had never flow: in 

at, Lt Theodore displayed admirable courage and coolness under intense 

nd heavy anti-sireraft fire and the menace of enamy airernft on the 4 ulssions 
ermen dominated Continental surope. 
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iis firs sissio ver enen territor) ir fields at Serville and 
t ‘ther = on I ‘edit were the greet sub- 


Lille, France 15 Augus 


murine pens at “ordesux, France 24 August 43, Enemy 4nstalixtions e jattali, 


France, 27 August 43 and liostile air fields at ‘aris, Prance and Kenault, france, 


1 September 3, 1945. On this important mission the airoraft in which Lt 
Theodore was cerving as waist gumer, was reported as Missing +n Action. 

The skill, industry 14d debermination to destroy the enemy and devotion 
to duty displayed by it. Theodore ast an inapiring emwaple for all men wo knew 


him and reflects hi 1st credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United 


itatese 


In a raid ) on Stuctgart snother crew was lost. ost of then 
were fortuns*e, however one 1 /see Yosepltt Pe Maloney, was killed. the ov 
men in the crew, Lt. Sam Turner, Lt. Weil. “riend, Lt. Morris Winberp, Lt. Vance 

. Boswell, 7/Sgte Carmine A. Gallo, T/Sgte Harold He Smith, 5/Sgte Carter i’. 
Thortnon, 5/Sgte Dewitt de jeir, Sgte “aues “. Speakman, wore interned in 
Switzerlande 


Available information showed that the shaéps cas tenk may have been leaxin.. 
PS & 


It gradually dropped below the rest of the formation and nine chutes were seen 
to drop from ite The saip finally déssappenred into the clouds below just 
vefore leaving the rally point. 

The first crow to complete its twenty five missiors,went off ops on the 
16th of Septer nd was made up of Captein Glen W. dye, Lt. Tamothy J. Cav- 
aneugh, Lt. Francis ©. Chaney, and the enlisted men included t/Sgt.e Victor 
« Combs, 3/Sgte Kichard Sooke, aid T/Sgte Yeorge Flanagan. ‘hese 

ekr rest because they pioneered in I the hardest flyir 
- over Europe; by W sled eet and congratulations ¥ 
einly inorder. 

The following list of trews who came 

juadron xk up t izhtir strengahe 


ptember 6, 1945. 
Lt. Maurice £. Seat; (/ ute George 6. Burgess 
Lt. Grady Moyle Sgt. Alfred Loguidici 
Lt. Yames i. Dabney Ure sf: idward C. Karanol 
Lee Reid 5. Grit “ths. s/s Angelo Je Licato 
rte vonn Rupnick ; -» Morton Levine 


eptember 12, 1945 
John 7. Ur : t/Sg voy Oe Howell 
Thomgs 1. Kizak / 3g jarren Ge Lush 
lbert i: Johnson /§ Bernard G. Seigel 
Ee Le Dunlap s/Sgte Pascal Delprieri 
‘Se, Sidupy Wicholas 


September 25, 1945 
Lt. Howard E. Kecl Sg Claire Je Phelan 
Lt. Alexander G. Fark S/S Thomas P,. “Hastings 
it. Robert Ke Hdsley 3/8 ferry A. Loener 
it. Ruben ©. Kelsey S/S Geotge Le Ferron 
rederick A. Kornblum Andrew &. Guglier: 
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ctober 10th and the raid 


on Munster 
squadror since its inception. The Vetober 14th 
er 20th raid on Duren closed the month, These 


Traics inciucea 
most devastating actions ever carried out by military aviation. 


some expense that all this was sce 

that these efforts were in no 

The raid on thmater proved the most disastrous to 

yuadrons of the Groupe 
me ship returned. 


was plentiful and it was at 
@ results have since proven 


4 an we 

First hand knowledge of whet happened C 
This S-2 account from higher headquarters is 
fssort from other units 


on the action anc is included 
historicel record. 
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most depenable ‘top man’ 
or Captain Murphy from B/sgt Serrnan 
books upon hime 
ast 17th reid on Regensburg he redsived the DF., but 
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him curse. 4e was a pilot, through and through, the ver 
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mOr s ou o6CcTre 
they incbuded. 
jocover 14, 1943. 


fad Lt. John Love gt. arthur “. fmith 

ind. Lt. James E. “oyner 5 veorge #. Conrad 
nde Lt. Jonah Goodbread 35 Royer i. Kirtpatrick 
2nde Lt. Charles PR. ‘ayne Sgt. Seth Le Burkland 
S/Sgt. Curtis “. Rockhill 

S/Sgte Coller f. Mackenzie 


Russell *. Flack Tac 

Jack 5. i oA As Peres 

“enry J wil & a n PF, all 

Andrew U. Campion igte Jastin S. Kearrick 
Carols a. Contreras > h 


énd.lt. Frank &. Valesh 3/ Rey Urich 
2nd. +t. Yohn %. Johnson a4 ~ergchei “,. sroyle 
2nd. Lte John Se Looth Sgte Paul Je Carbone 


2nde Lt. Maurice G. Zteland Sgtelouis Black 
i/Sgte John Mytxo Cpl. Ernest J. Jordan 


votober 28, 1043 

2nd. “te Thomas HR. Martin S/Sgte David 4. Davia Jr. 
2nd. Lt. Yames ‘. KoCurley ; bloyd ©. Arnett 
and. Lt. Joseph F. 4urphy 5 Casmas J. Jnum +r. 
and. Lt. sames Ae Kennedy Merritt A. villispis 
S/Sgke Voneld 4. Allwine LaVerne 5. Clarke 


The crews who went down over Lumeter included Lt. ". 3. Beddow, killed, 
Lt. hicherd §. brooks, prisoner of war, Lt. israel Levine, missing, Lt. =.b. 
erness, prisoner (returned) f/Sgt. “ohn L. Suiliven. Killed, T/Sgt. Dan Q. 
Jemus and 5/Sgte Kok. mger. “risonera Uf fier, 3/Sgt. WP. Zoldak, missing, and 
3/S-te 30M. Hioks and Robert ~. Lynch killed. Lt. seatty was killed in aotion, 
and otherg members of the crew inoluding Lt. Joh. Dabney,ar ‘rieoner, it. vrady 
Moyle, Lte ReSe Griffiths, Sf/Sgt. Alfred Leguidioo, 7/Sgt. GC. surgess, J/igte 
Morton Levine, 5/Sgt. Angelo 4. Licato, and Sgt. Je. Young, killed in action 
and 5/Sgte E.G. Karmel, ‘iar lrisoner. The third crew, that of Lt. C.ii. Thompson 
was more fortunate, one man, S/Sgt. f.i. Cahall, was killed, the others inchuding 


Lt. Thompson were made prisoners of was; they are Lt. Soss accuen, “t. o-R. Jones, 


Lt. m J. Sprow, J/Set. Yack Stern, 5/Sgt. Kee Derby, 3/Sgt.e Jeti. Cook, and igt. 
eH. Leech, S/Sgte Col. Nessel may have been killed but nothing definite is mow. 
Jecuuse of the character of this raid nothing definite is imom about the cirom- 


stances of how these ships were brought down. 


list of awards went to members of this unit @gr -ctober. 
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* wilt re@éied on int ramber « iiihe la ve ai hit o : 
eigenkirchen on the 5th, Uurem on the 7th. Un November 16th, Kjuken, 4 
Lo 4orway was blasted. Ueisenkirchen on the 19th, Paris and “remen on + 


Jremen on the 29th, and Selingen on Hevember 30th. 


st was a fortunate month in that no aircraft were lont in spite of the 
tremendous 0 5 taken part against the enemy. Svery plane sent up came back 
®.y, & Tacical anu welcome change from the dianstrous losses in Uctober. 


Jo it was Gladdoned spirits that Thanksgiving was ushered in. Thanks= 
jiving complete with stern-faced K.P.‘'s dishing out generous portions of garnish 


obbler, plus ciblet eravy and grub gleore. fine time was had by all, althou 
fortumately unable to ,ibe - point of the gastrononi 


c 


rived in the 


apman 


GR Be +2440 


yVuuber 


Hl WANS 


saapion, Andrew 4. : Ferron, Ueorge L. 
Cathey, “ames i. bee wuglicr&, Andrew 
igley, “obert &. Rall, “lliston F. 
leck, Kussell J. L Hastings, Thomas *. 
Fuller, Fred D. King, Joueph 
keel, ~owerd ©. Koerner, Soyer A. 
Neal, Jack 5. L Eirtpatrick, Roger A. 
Fark, Alexander U. Larimore, Howard 1. 
wuilici, Semry J. Perez, .onsalo A. 
Serrick, Justin ». /s Phelan, Claire 4. 
jonrad, Jeorge / Tee, Winfred L. 
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very encoureging in the way of events was the return of all meniers belongin;, 
he squadron frem raids over enemy territory Though enly seven r 206 
ons were launched egainst enemy tergets during the month, a decline in the 
ey for -eceaber, it was extremely heartening that all ships returned to +h 
se-- eat never accomplished during any previcus month operations. 
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‘Other events for the month worthy of mention were of a foutine nature 
such as promotions, new arrivals and transfers. 

Heading the lists of boosts in officers’ ranks was the elevation of our 
aquedron commander, Major Ollen Turner, to the grade of lieutenant wolonel. 

This promotkon became effective February 28. Three other combat officers, ali 
first lieutenants, John T. Griffin, John Love and Howard &. Keel, were hiked to 
captaincy during the month. Offieers advanced to lst Lts. included 4enry 
quilici, Andrew 4, Campion, Reuben C. Kelsey, *homas R. Kisek, Robert K. Hdgely, 
Saward Handorf, Jack 5S. Neal, Bugene Mulholland amd Karl Williens. 

Sixteen enlisted men received promotions durin February. Those boosted in 
erade ere as follows; M/Sgt.--frafford Currys 7/Sgt.--lenry C. Vedeur and Cherles 
H. Ford; 5/Sgt. Alfred M, Hant, Steven HM. Szekely, “illiam L. Reneau, Joe 8. 
Folsom, Daniel J. Maddrea, James M, Koberts, Kobert M. Myers, Allen D. Horton, 
John L. Willsey, John J. Gverovieh and Pair ©. Lewrencep--and Sgt. James M. 
Chase and Michael Schuster. 

The squadron received seven new officers most of whom were assigned as 
replecerents. Among this group were five combat officers. They included 2nd. 
Lts. Albert A. Marchiando, Charles 4. Mylius, “r., Charles “. Galligan, Werren 
G. McCoy and norman f. High. ‘the ground newcomers were ist its. “ask Saumen, 
and Francis G. King, both assigned to the 5-2 departaent. 


-d- 
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Hew arrivals among the enlisted personuel were seven airmen and eight 
genbers for the ground echelon. The combat men included T/Sgt. Dorsett Cc. 
Bennett, 8/3gts. Yames 4, Russell, Herbert J. Fern and Vineent J. dood, igts. 
Cerleton &. Brown, and Gharles 5. MoSpadden and private Edmond ‘. Sullivan. 
The other arrivals were Cpls. “ames 4. Fitzgerald and John W. Laudenslager, 
Pfes. Billy M. Kimmel, Prank J. Alberti, *ouis G. Lasker, William 4illieason, 
Elton L. Keller and Pvt. Chester K. Lee. 

Transfer of officers fram the squadron which numbered 15 included nine 
combat officers who had finished their tour of operations. ‘mong the cambat 
personnel seven were sent to the 12 RCD where most are believed to have been 
returned to the states for a Weday leave. Those whe went to the 12 ACD were 
lst Lts. Donald Davis, “emry Quilici, Leonard A. Wickens, Jack 5. Neal sdward 
L. Dunlap, Reuben Aelsey and Alexander Park. ‘Two other combat officers-~ ist 
Lets. Paul Pascal and Bugene “ulholiand were transferred to other oranizations 
etationed inthe 8TO. Two other airmen--Capt. Magee Fuller and @nd Lt. Albert 
A. Marchiando were assigned to the 350th Bombardment Squadron on the local base. 
Captein Fuller before the time of his departure served as squadron operations 
officer. The othera leaving the squedron for new assignments were lat Cts. 
John Schwarts and Adem Bachmann, Both of whom were members of the ground echelon. 
Lte Schwarts transferred to 100 Bomb Group Seadquearters, while Lt Jachmann 
received his new assignment at Srd Bomb Division Headquarters. 

Two enlisted men who had finished their tour of combat missions were 
transferred to the 12 ROD durén February for likely shipment to the states 
for a 30- day leave. They inoluded f/S¢t. Walter Frobst and T/Sgt. Winfred 
Le Tee. Other men leaving the squadron incleded U/Sgt. Trafford Curry, Upl. 
iichard Fage, Pfc. Joseph 4. Heitzer and Prt. Angelo “. Genovesee 

In the diary for “anuary, Promotions for five combat officers were 
inadvertently omaitted, Advancesents were lst Lt. Hobert Sughes to Captain, 
and 2nd Ltse Robert J. Shoens, Donald 3. Davis, John *. Massol and Alexander 
G. Park to lst Ltee 


Merch, and on average of « mission every other day. ‘There were 15 raids 
taken pert in by the Squadron. They ineluded Ghartres on the 2nd, Jerlin on 
the 4th, 6th, and 8th, Oranienburg on the 9th, Brunswick on the 16 th, Augsburg 
on the 16th, a second target in Augsburg on the 18th, an ummemed target on the 
19th, Oraniensburg on the 22nd, Brunewiek on the 25rd, Bordeaux on the @7th, and 
Chateaudun, 

Om the 6th losses again occurred within the 55let. It was thres crews 
im aotion over Sorlin, on “arch 6th, and one over Serlin on March the Othe 
Lte Sdward Mandorf's crew, imoluding Lt. Frederick @. Spence, Lt. John A. 
Dewoy. it. Sorman L. Raswassen, T/igt. Henry ©. Verdeur, 1/Sgt. Charios fi. Yord, 
afsgte Allen ». Horton, 3/igt. John L. Willsey, 8/agts John J. Gverovich and 
S/Sgte Fair C. Lawrence, went down. His ship, 011, was seen going down, right 
wing flaming at about 1423 houre on that date, following an attack by enany 
airereft. This occurred near Diephols. No perachutes were sean. ‘The entire 
orew is officially listed as missing in action. 

Lite George 4. Brannants orew, including Lt. T.ii. Leslic,(aissing), Lt. 
C.F. Dale,(killed in action), Lt. Kouis J. Demisco and T/sgt. William *. Teaff 
(prisoners of war),T/Sgt. Walter 5. austin,3/Sgt. “obyn P. “ulton, 5/sgte 4.20 
Lerimore, 3/Sgte C.F. Elliott, and 4/sgt. K. Le Greenleaf (missing im action), 
in #735 was not seen after the firat fighter attack at 1200; no furthur details 


ef the loss are available. eer 


alin 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


slso dost on this raid was Lt. Merrill 2. Rish and hia erew in 044. te 
‘ish is listed as missing. “is crew, Lt. Frank A. Smith, Lt. Hoysil. Ling- 
enfelter,Lt. ~onald X. Kehm, */Sgte “oward *. Skaggs, Sgt. Dewey Susary, »/igt. 
Armand C, Burt, and 5/Sgt. Angus Aleup are missing. 1/agt. G. ¥. Danehower 
and S/Set. stil ¥. Moduffee are listed as Prisoners of liar. The know facts 
about thah crew; at 1211 hours 044 was shot down by fighter, four parachttes 
were seen. 

éaroh Sth claimed 4+. Yorman L. Chapaan and his crew; this ocourred on 
another Barlin raid, 4is crew included Lt. Rex 4, Hllis, Lt. Ulem: G. Lindbom, 
Lt. *ilson \. Clark, 1/Sgt. Milon Scharf, 4/3gt. George %. Silerman, 5/3ct. 
Frank A. Yeenes, 3/3gt. “eon 5. Hill, and 9/Sgt. George 4%, Dobbs. All were 
taxen prisoner. Account of their mishap showed that the shipwas having trouble 
with #1 Gngine near Dwmer Lake enfoute to the turget. An attempt to feather 
this engine was unsuccessful and the plane fell out of position in formation. 
It is believed that this aircraft flew with the low squadron our Uroup until 
near the IP where it was seen to lag behind the formation and receive attacks 
from eneay aircreft. It was seen last in level flight. Wo chutes were seen. 

Up to “arch S31, 1944, there had been numerous Ned Alerts at the base, but 
since no enemy aircraft had actually inflictea damage, everyone merely tolerated 
the Tannoyed snnounsement and Green-Green flares from the Control Tower and did- 
uot pay much attention to these repeated warnings. in the early hours of morn- 
ing, just Sefore dam of Search 31, 1944, this lax attidtude changed with start- 
Ling suddenness. 

The RAF was returning from « raid, and as they passed over, pin-points 
of light from our fibld showed the way in to o Vathfinder. A pland showing 
lights circled for what seamed to be a landing, came in low, swooping, closer 
and clozer. 

Two terrific detunations split the air, sending a shower of canteens, 
books and other objects down from shelves upon the shbepin personnel of the 
squadrone lien poured out of the huts, some haif-clad, others clutehing wea- 
pons and helmets. 

The unexpected, the incredible hac ocourred--- A Ju86 had slipped through 
the defenses and had planted two 5006 pound bombs on the rumway. As it grew 
light, men headed for the line to find no dumage to sither personnei or the 
Plenes had resulted. Two craters at one side of the runway gave mute testinony 
to what had happenede 

The slight damage did not hold up pperations, and missions went off as 
scheduled. The only difference seen in the squadron ares was that blackout 
regulations were observed to the letter, and subsequemt Red Alerts were rewarded 
with much aor Bespect and a few apprehensive Mhangen dnte, the night sky. 

After a period of being unable to see the trees fd tlie forest, the war was 
brough® heme with a bang--literally, Sveryone returned to work with the 
knowledge that war was not quite over with, which to some, was rather «a mild 
[oitter) surprise. 

Gur Squedron Comander, Major Turner, and kown to most of us as the 
"little Gonsral", was notified on Merch &€h that he had been a Lt. Colonel 
Gating back to February 28, 1944. 
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During “arch the follofring three crews came into the Jdlet. 

Lte Glom We Rake, and his crew inoluding;Lt. Kobert L. Mishler, Lt ouglas i. 
rysdelo, Lt. Francie .. Cate, S/igta. sdward U. Sogera, and Leo Ae Miller, Sgts. 
Sarl &. Evans, obert J. Sourquin, Louis Tekel, and David KH. Pflowm. “t. Seymour 
Sichen Mad his crew including Lt. Joseph J. Devine, Lt. Andrew J, Burkert, 

¥/O Lidwig J\ Swatlik, sgts. “obert He “ucker, “ichard J. O'Neil, James A. 

Sever, Harold # Ruppert, Forrest J. Bramagen, Charles 5. Rathbun. The ird 

orew included “t. Kenneth J. Dille, Lte J.L.Passarino, Lt. John i.e Cooper, Lt. 
Vinvent J. Pores, 5/Sgts. George A. Baytos, and Leonard KM. Kirby, Sgte. Albert 
J. Arreola, Nelson Ue Berger, and Sgt. Andy Stankovich, and /vt, Thomas Lelladrid. 


Awards for the month of March included the following named officers and 
On 5 
PURPLE HEART AWARDS 
Chappel, Thomas [.. 3/3g%e 
Powell, Chester L. S/Sgte 


OAK LEaF CLUSTERS FOR 3/, DESTROYED 
fr esman , ea 7 ag te 


Greenberg, Herbert lst Lt. 


Coulan, Vhester f. S/Sgte 
Morgen, Gdwin I. 3/Sgte 


DISTINGUISHED FLYGNG CHOsS DISTINGUIDHED FPLYGNG CAO3S (QUBT.) 
Bennett, Dorsett c. T/3gte Siegel, Jernard 4, T/sgte 
Boun, Harry A. T/dgt. Silverstone, idw. A. 3/Spte 
Burkkand, Seth i. S/8g%. Smallwood, Hugh Aes t/Sgte 
DelPrioresPascale *. 3/3gt- Symes, Earl Le T/Sgte 
Bresman,‘illiam T/Sgte Coulam, Chester /. i/ Sgt 
Ferron, George L. ?/8gt. Morgan, Sdwin ie 3/Sgpte 
Fisher, Walter &, 3 Bull, Leonard FP Capt. 
Graboyes, sidney t/s Cathey, James K. ist Lt. 
Guglier,indrew Jf 3/3g Vahlgren, Aloert be Capt. 
Guliek, Gerald H. / 3 digley, Kobert K. lst Lte 
Sestings, Thomas ). Yuller, Pred ve lst Lt. 
Kirtpatriok, Roger H. ve Voodbread, Jomah G. BAt Lte 
MoNabb, Yornon 7, 3/ Uughes, “obert L. Capt. 
Meckezie, Callen fF. SE Jansen, Sarl Ae ist Lt. 
Perez, “onzalo A. t Keel, Howard &. Gapte 
Soukhill, Curtis 1. v. Kisak, ‘homask. let Lt. 
Lora, John. ; 
ALA MaDALS : AIR HBDALS (QUNT.) 
Demisco, Louis ds G@vérovich, John J. 

“onton, Allen >. 

Fair, Lewrence ©. 

Verdour, Henry C 

' Germon, Sewaen 5. 

Shindler, Claude 5, . McGartnoyy Uliver ¥. 
Stern, Edwin A. Reneau, im L. 
Sesery, Dewey a Rots, Michael 
ford, Charles He. “ Spengler, Asa J. 
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im april the operational activities of the Squadron Feashed a new high with 
fifteen completed missions pressing home attacks of increasing effectiveness. (On 
the eighth, Quackenbruck wes the target; Reims on the 10th, Posen on the llth; Auge- 
berg on the 13th; Genshage on the 16th; Lippstadt on the 19th and an unidentified 
target on the 20th. On the 22nd Nom wos attacked. The 24% sew Friedrichscdiafen 
feeling the weight of e Dijon on the 25th, Fallerslebm on the 26th. Om 
the 27th, one mission hit Flotte - Manville and ewther hit Le Culot - Thionville. 
the next day brought another twin kill ~ - ~ Sottevast and a Berlin raid. 


The goo@ news of the month was that no losses in men or airorafs resulted in 
spite of the large mmber of missions flom. 


there wore four nex crews to arrive this month. thay wars Lt. Wail J. Sie~ 
wert and his crew including, Lt. layne S. Proulx, Lt. Donald Ws Huffer, Lt. Irving 
Jagobowits, §/Sgt. Oliver 3. Scully, 5/Sgt. Juli T. Bariman, Sgts. Chester J. 
Pable, Francis X. Cousins, dre, Barle F. Beli, and Prank V. Kroesynski. lee Ki~ 
ward J. Simmons and his crow, Lt. Louis R. Romeo, Lt. falter &. Harmon, and Lt. 
Russell B. MoKitterick, S/sgta. Giglio P. Birtig and i. 0. Rests, Sgts. Walter 
B. Poll, Martin J. Perno, Frank A, Raihl, Edward J. Donovan. Lt. Robert J. Schomp 
end his crew including Lt. Henry C. Preher, lt. Robert i. Culwell, and F/o G. F. 
Classe, S/ogts. Bémmd J. Radke, Jr., John P. Ihmter, Sgts. Joe Mosolino, Elmer Be 
Flood, Wayne R. Hogen, ard artiur J. Malaney. Lt. i P. Scott and his crew 
ineluding Lt. John S. Horton, Lt. arthur J. Holts, F/O Prederick J. Koury, 5/Sgts. 
Paul L. Caballero, Russell 4. Smith, Robert 1. Mock, Sgts. John J. Morris, John 
Gately, ed Richard A. York. 


Srerds for activity over enay territory went to the following mon: 


?/agt. Sidney A. Cary 
S/agt. Robert L. MeDeniel 


DISTINGUISHED PLYIMG CROSS 
Ete ° 
3/S¢%- Louis Black 


Mey, 1944, sav the uit going into action against 14 different twgets in 
Axis held territory. Jarreguamines, deep inside of France nes the German border 
oe the Ist to blast a very important marshalling yard, started our cotivities ’or 
month. On the 7th, Berlin was hit again, on the @th wwther mmceh wos taken 

German Capital, bringing home te the Bums the fact taet we could reach any 
fn pe at will. sm unspecified target wes also boubed cn the 8th, Lac 
Sth, Liege on the llth, Brux, Csedhoslovaltia, was hombed in force 
imoak out more of Gernany's despera neoded of] refineries. ‘the 

carr and 24th of Kay, the 
continued, further underaining Goering's famour pledge to the 
would ever touch the heart of Germen "Kultur". 
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May llth, and the raid on Liege, claimed mother crew. That of Li. Jack Ime 
ter, Lt. George W. Shoesmith, TAigt. Spiro Lecouras, 7/Sgt. arthur L. Wellinghe, 
8/Sgt. Charley L. Anglin, 8/Sgt. dohn Rugnick, Jr., 3/dgt. Robert H. Kuehl, and 
S/ag%. Herbert 8. South, are listed as missing in aetion. Two of the crew, Lt. 
Richard J. Heh and Lt. Murray J. Lirette, are known to be prisoners of war. Avail- 
able reports ehow thay were flying in 903 when a direst flak hit in the wing at #1 
engine blew pert of the wing off. This happened immediately after bombs avay, and 
the elroraft went spimning dom in flames, hit the ground and exploded. Two chutes 
were seen to pop after the eccident. 


The Mey 26th raid to Jerlin claimed Lt. Bail J. Siewert, killed in action. 
Listed as missing were ite Donald W. tuffor, Lt. Wayne 8. Proulx, It. Uv ving Jacobo- 
wita, T/Sgt. dulien 7. Jerkzen, 3/Sgt. Cheater J. Padlo, 3/igt. Edwin I. Morgen, 3/ 
Sete Frank V. Krocsynski, ‘two were reported taken prisoners of war, T/Sct. Oliver 
B. Soully and 3/agt. Francis KX. Cousins, dr. Circumstances in regard to this mis- 
fortune are not too clear, but reports indicate that 1115 sew a plene that might 
have been the one Lt. Siewert was flying go dowmm in a spin after a fighter attack. 
Bo chutes were seen. 


On May 26th citations went to men of the ground crew for outstanding efforts 
in the performance of their duty in this theatre. ‘These were M/S¢t. Harold C. Wild- 
rick, Sgt. Hels 0. Davidson, Sgt. Sherman M. Nelsen, and Private lst Class arnold L. 
Schluter, The citation reads. ."cited for meritorious conduct and outstanding 
service in the maintenancs of 3-17 airoraft .. from the period July 4, 1945 to 
May 11, 1944. During thet period, the fow aircraft completed 56 consecutive high 
eltitude bombing operations without having to return because of mechanical diffi- 
@ulty or failure. this record was accomplished through the extraordinary dili- 
gence and painstaking care with which these men performed their maintenance and 
repair work. . . Werk had to be done out of doors, often at night and in bad wea- 
ther. The devoted atten to detail these enlisted men has enabled 

confidence in their aircraft. The 
high degree of skill and duty dieplayed by this cround 
crew reflect highest credit upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the United 
States . + . By Command of Maj. Gen. Lellay.” 


Magdeburg's raid om the 20th claimed Lt. Lucius G. Lacy and his crew. They 
are officially listed as missing ond include Lt. Claude &. Sohindler, Lt. Raymond 
B. Resamam, Lt. Herbert Greenberg, T/Sgts. Clarence H. Wood, Jr., and Sidney A. 
Carey, 3/Sgts. Chester L. Powell, Jr., Jose 5. Folsom, Raymone J. Mitchell, and 
8/Sg%. Michael Rots. ‘This ship was shot down over the target area by enemy air- 
craft. Tmber 4 engines was soem mmoking and the ocock<-pit seamed to be afire. 
Three chutes were seen. 


Two new orgws arrived during the month of May. 2nd Lt. Romal< Ousming and 
his orew including, Lt. Delon C, Goodwin, Lt. John J. Willimson, Lt. Charles G. 
Shively, 8/sgt. Laray Doyal, Clifford Bayar, Sgts. Melle T. Giard, fim C. theeler, 
Isese Golden, and Alistair A. Young, came in on the 29th. On the 80th, lst Lt. 
domes R. Ransom arrived, hia crew ineluded Lt. Franois J. Waldman, Lt. Keith L. 
Lamb, Lt. Leonard A. Daniel, 8/sgts. Mmett P. Schmitt, Leo Wargin, and Rerinald 
D. Felce, and Sgts . Carl A. Alben, Norbert Jenkowski, and im. 3. Bywaters. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


¥ 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


r 
tL. f 

The following awards were made te officers and qilistad nen of the S5ist 

Squadron for the menth of May: 


Gillies, Winfred C., & Bgte 
Oak CLUSTER POR WIRMY AiR 2 Des TROYED 
Johmeon, Loren G., 5/agte 


Shoeanith, George W., 2nd Lt. 
Proulx, Wayne §., and Lie. 
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Sg i o1é C IN JOHN C 
APTAIN LAU 3. JENNINGS 0 > CAPTAIN OLLEN (NI) 
D LT. A i IANNACCONE 05 i. 2ND LT. EDWARD oe 

2ND LT. JOHN C. WIELIAMS 0567099 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM W. VEAL 0398554 
D LT, QRAN E. PETRICH’ 0435988 

LT. EDWARD N. JONES 0662060 
LT. RICHARD H. HOYT 0733895 
LT. SUMNER REEDER 0729903 
LT, & We ENGEL 0792448 


LT. ALBERT C. | NS 01699572 } I NOXON 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Ne 


SYDNEY L. R O90L24 


AILLIAM E. -CRUC 1726197 


Waa 


va 


2ND 


OLOM.ON 


DUR ad 


Wer} 
re] 


DA 


Jr. 38120734 
gan 17051858 
5082076 

12030515 


19052 


a) ft 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Cd 


skirt 
PUCALA 


‘tote eet 


el 
Hwy 


cr” « 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


< 


ras 
aw 


eh eS 


GLENN W. DYE 
ED!iARD H. HOVDE 


ux (NMI) 


STANLE 


450 
652 


7120216 


and three hundre 
January 1, 1943, on 
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u/Sgt CLATON 


Crew #4-5 
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N - 2ND LT NI 
LT JESSE D > GURLE 

. - 1/s gt JOHN K SULLIV: 7 

- S/Sgt EDMONDE J WALKER 
¥ - S/Sgt JAVES D PURCELL 
AR - S/Sgt JOHN G KRUZICH 
TG- S/Sgt NORMAN (1 I) ASBORNSER 
AG- S/Sgt BRYANT (NMI) HUTCHINSON 


Ship# 42-30038 


P + 1ST LT PAUL J SCHM..LENBACH O09 913 
CP- F/O GEORGE W COX 6 
1ST LT JOHN F BROWN 

2ND LT JACK L CLARK 0- 0-733 él 
T/Sgt EUGENE M BECK 168730 
Pvt — J RUSSO 33 ; 


= 
t 


' 


B 

A 

R 
, 


31079618 
38185 9008 
3636L54b 


Commander ) 


Ship# 42-30002 


T LT GLEN S VAN NOY 0-728773 

2ND LT JAMES B EVANS 0-797980 
1ST LT KENNETH G ALLEN 0-728153 
2ND LT WILLIAM H COUCH 0-731363 
T/Sgt WILLIAM RK STEWART 35257322 
S/Sgt GEORGE P GINEIKIS ‘ 11045517 

- S/Sgt WILLIiM W CRABB 16003676 
S/Sgt JAMES D GIBSON : 37196371 
S/Segt JOE P HRUSKEEY 35358965 
G- S/Sgt SAMUEL J CUSM¥ANO 36156708 
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SHIP # 42-30042 


P - 1ST LT MAGEE O FULLER (FLIGHT COML..NDER) 0-1699245 
CP- 2ND LT WINTON L &cCARTER 0-798008 
N = 2ND LT HAROLD L WEACHTER 0-667462 
B - 2ND LT GEORGE H ER 0-732693 
E - T/Sgt JACK C ROGERS 15200930 
R ~ S/Sgt ROBERT W SANDY 37143333 
AR- S/Sgt ALEXANDER F SAWICKI 31097277 
TG- S/Sgt ANTHONY G DEMONICA 3 

AG- $/Set RAYMOND J NANLEY 

AF- S/Sgt GEORGE wW ESTERWOD 


CREW #8 


P - 1ST LT VICTOR (NMI) REED 
CP~ F/O CHARLES A BROOKS 
LT HOWARD D BASSETT 
LT JOSEPH P ARMANINI 
GLENN N ALBRIGHT 
RICHARD C DETT.EILER 
JOSEPH S DOUGHERTY 
RICHARD N PRICE 
t THOMAS D BaER 
CLIFFORD T MINER 


SHIP # 42-30088 


P - 1ST LT SUMNER H REEDER 0-729903 
SP- F/O HARRY E EDEBURN T-60794, 

N - 2ND LT RUSSEL W ENGEL 0-792448 
B - 2ND LT PETER F DELO, JR 0-729957 
AE- S/Sgt HAROLD L POPE 37259351 
R - S/Sgt CONNOR D BREWSTER 34201968 
AR- S/Sgt FRANCIS G DOLSEN 3650732 

RG- S/Sgt JAKES (NMI) MaRASCO 20902175 
AG- S/Sgt ROBERT ¥ LOVIN 38200516 
E — Pvt. ORRIN W FURLONG 39828111 


CREW #10 SHIP # 30047 


CAPT MARK E CARNELL (Flight Commander) 0-1699229 
2ND LT EDW..RD K MOFFLY 0-798013 
2ND LT ANTHONY C GOSPODAR 0-792459 
1ST LT JAMES P FITTON 0~663247 
T/Sgt VERN M BEST 39233816 
S/Sgt WILLIav J WILLIAMS 18135807 
I 34332447 

36507158 

15019354 

17068352 
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WILLIAK D DES«ANDERS 
wILLIAM J STYLES 
CALVIN H DEFEVRE 

2 T wILLI.b. E GRIFFITH 

E - T/Sgt LESTER I BERG 

bE~ S/Sgt CHARLES J k..Y VILLE 

i - T/Sgt GEORGE L RUDDEN 

ARS s/set NORMAN C EDDY 

TG- Pvt ROBERT D LEP} ER 

AG- S/Sgt MaYN.RD T P.RSONS 


B FLIGHT 


R- T/Sgt NOREIAN M 
AR- S/Sgt LEWIS Dh 
“TG- Pvt BRITION IS 
‘AG- Cpl JEROME & FER 


CREW #14 


P - 1ST LT RON«LD i» HOLLENBECK 

CP- F/O JOHN L wILLI.s 

N = 2ND LT HAROLD L WEINTR..UE 

“B - 2ND LT ZEAK M SUCKNER 

‘E’= S/Sgt RUSH S MINTZ 

AE- S/Sgt WILLI-M 4 ROUSE 
T/Sgt EMILE .. REIMHERR 
S/Sgt JOHN Q P.CIOTTI 
S/Set G H KIERSEY 
S/Sgt THOMAS E FLOUNDERS 


CREW #15 


- 1ST LT BERNARD A DEMARCO 


cp- F/O JAMES P THaYER 
nO_NS 
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37292132 
37450306 


F/O HUBERT E. 
2ND LT, HILB=k 


Robert C,. 
Carroll F. Haarup 
Charles H, vrippen 


bw 
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ROY F. Y" O1,15307 2ND LT. FAYHOND J. NUTTING 0738012 

) LT. OSCAR C. AMISON 0735962 2ND LT. KENNETH Re LOCH O73K714 

+, John ¥. Burgin 34257794 S/Sgt. | Charles K, Bailey 38152388 
Set. Steben S, Kopczewski 12095166 S/Set. Robert # ‘ 16094871 
S/Set. Joseph E, Kehoe S/Set. Edward A. nte 11065720 


01699547 
0660906 
13049923 


JE18541 Sgt. Everett . 


LT. GLENN W. DYE 
LT. TIMOTHY J. CAVANAUGH 
et. Victor R. Combs 

Sgt. George E. Flanagan 

F Donald 0. Ellis 
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j pking 07 
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on 18129605 
11069869 
39242918 
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Ship "42-564 
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. CHARLES C. eugene 079405" 
t, John J, Phien 7050885 
Emmett H. Evans 16109634 
+t. Michael Rotz 33278629 


Pi a 0734734 
Albert C. 14080273 
Cleveland D rvi 33194936 
Gerald 0. Robins 16085214 
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B FLIGHT 
Ship #42-3 


0438502 ND CHARLE: FLOYD JR 0797983 
0790298 2ND LT. FRANK COON 0731039 
17033917 /Set. Edwin gan LED sri 
19060566 S/Sgt. Rebyr ; or 38133 61 
36162662 Sgt. John N 1 5086419 


Ship #42-306 


ER 0791521 
WOR: IS WE nG 0667464 2ND -. VA 
Harold W, Smith 15081349 5/Segt. carter 
Carmine A, Gallo 32326425 S/Sgt. Joseph 
Dewitt J. Weir 18957719 5/Sat. Norman 
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Crew #33 


1ST LT EDGAR F WwOODMARI 
2ND LT & EL ACA 
T/Sgt Frank Danclia 
T/Sgt Melvin E Gaide 


S/Sgt Charle 


T/Sgt Walter Paulsen 
S/Sgt Joseph F I 
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THE STORY OF THE CENTURY 


By John R. Nilsson 


Copyright 1946, by John R. Nilsson 
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Par BEYOND an ocean, in hostile and foreign 
lands, 3,500 men of the ‘00th Bombardment Group fought the 
enemy in the recent war, from June, 1943, to April, 1945, flying in 
the B-17’s (the Flying Fortresses) from their base at Thorpe Abbotts, 
England. Some of the innumerable incidents which occurred in the 
mad tumult of war, at the base, or in the skies, are told in this book. 
Of those who fought, some 775 (no one knows how many, exactly} 
were slain; the circumstances surrounding their deaths, the hopes 
secretly kept, the ambitions, the prayers, and the courage, which went 
down with them in flaming bombers, are unknown. Let it not be 
forgotten, however, that they were young, with so much to live for, 
and that they died. To them, the lost men, this book is dedicated. 
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PROLOGUE 


Tae BLOODY HUNDREDTH is notorious; out 
of the war, it brought its reputation, a long list of the dead, and 
exploits that are renowned and talked-of at the four corners of the 
earth, 

Aboard ship returning to the United States, in 1944, Murray 
Schrier talked with other men who had flown in the air over Germany. 
He mentioned that his old group was the 100th. The exclamations 
were vehement: “You lucky bastard, we never thought anyone fin- 
ished from the Bloody Hundredth!” 

Bill Dishion, who had flown with the group, attended the Uni- 
versity of Southern California after the war, and conversed with 
others who had mustered out of the air forces, who upon learning 
that Dishion had flown with the Bloody Hundredth, displayed bewil- 
derment. Their replies were half-jest, half-taunt: 

“Say, boy, what are YOU doing alive?” 

The adjectives, “ill-fated.” and “ill-famed,” became companions 
of the 100th’s nom-de-guerre; fabulous stories were related of the 
“terrible” losses of the 100th, and the grudge the Luftwaffe nursed for 
the group. Few stopped to ask, what part fable, what part truth? 

3ut that lithe mattered; other airmen heard of the Bloody Hun- 
dredth, and shook their heads. 
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HUNDREDTH’S 306 MISSIONS—Continued 


the 100th Group. a 


6 Lost in Action. ..5.6.0005605 


Men Who Completed Operations. .............-.e0e00 


. Marvin Bowman and S/Sgt. 
ial used in this book, and to 

uck Elton, Bucky Cleven, Jack 
Harry Crosby, 


and many others, 
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“Oh, To Be in England” 


Tae TIME, early June of 1943. The mist hung 
stationary in the nightly air, and the English countryside, so wan 
and haggard, wore a dismal cloak. The Nissen huts hunched up in 
the blackout, ghosts at night or, by day, huge tin cans ripped in 
half. It was an air base, and new, from which the RAF, as Arabs 
in the night, had pulled up its tents and departed. 

As an empty city, the base awaited the hurly-burly commerce of 
war—the raucous noises, the jests, the trepidations, the boredom, 
from the whole alphabet of human emotions. They would—magically 
—transform mortar, bricks, and concrete into an habitation of war. 
The runways, scars on the good soil, formed an X within the oval 
perimeter, the four-mile circumference of the airfield; at night, the 
gaunt shapes of picket-posts, hangars, tool shops, and other buildings, 
made grotesque designs against the sky. The city was spread out— 
to one side of the airfield, the huts clustered, in six or more colonies. 

In the huts, the beds, usually in two tiers, were crammed together, 
and the stoves were black stumps which impeded traffic through the 
aisles, and were gluttons for coke and wood; while, over the windows. 
muslin was suspended, letting out vagrant scraps of light—sun and 
rain had faded the muslin. The searchlights, the long-fingered rapiers 
which cut through the flesh of the night, came up from here and 
there, from points unidentifiable on the rim of the black night, where 
the horizon merged together the earth and the sky. 

June . . . a handful of dirt felt of nature’s wholesomeness, held 
in the hand; the sky, when free of clouds, was pale aqua-marine; 
the lungs drew in the rich air. Nature, earth, sky, were the same; 
but the atmosphere made by man was strange and terrible, for the 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


SS 


9 THE STORY OF THE CENTURY 
heavy hand of war had £: 
their homes, had come t 
Within the huts, the 
American accents . 


an ocean away from 


; scoffs that Allied 
try of faithless wives and 
sweethearts; but the , unused to war, and the 
jazz music on the enemy radio was a vicarious voyage home. 

They called this base Thorpe Abbotts. It was “the 100th.” The 
clerks, bent over their desks, spelt it out, “100th Bombardment Group. 
H.” and the H stood for heavy. Comi the Eighth group brought 
hy the Eighth Air Force to the British Isles, the 1.500 men of the 
2 had flown. June... 


f 


ground echelon had voya t 
elds for a new phalanx of 


the Flying Fortresses (the spears 
warriors) warmed up on the perimeter, sinister on their fat tires 

Like love, history is where you find it. Lay out the map of 
Britain, scan it from Land’s End to Inverness, and you find no ink- 
speck for Thorpe Abbotts; but the 100th, nonetheless, found its 
history there, and in the sky towards continental Europe. 

The British countryside was haunted by the past, by millions of 
footsteps anciently crushed into the soil, and blood that had stained 
it. Thorpe Abbotts, the village, rubbed the sleep from its eyes, rustled 
snugly from its fetters with the old, dead years, and wore its emblems 
of the past neither proudly nor humbly: its thatched reofs, the well- 
tended shabbiness, the buildings and churches tired of the world; 
but neither the village ner its people lent a shred of themselves to 
the American base which lay nearby, for at the base the bomber 
engines roared, and the typewriters clacked exuberantly. 

Norfolk county, caught by nature in the midst of a yawn, lies 
back from the North sea, a pot-pourri of nature, its roads undecided 
of direction, the myriad villages, the fields looking as though a super- 
natural painter with huge paint-brush had splotched them with hues 
of green, and the farmers, craggy-faced, silent in their small fields, 
walk by their wagons under the sullen sky. Their daughters with 
yppleved cheeks had a passing-fair flair for jitterbugging, albeit 


many preferted the Calais Glide at their village dances. 


“OH, TO BE IN ENGLAND” 3 

The public-houses, the “pubs,” are as British as mutton-pie, and 
there the villagers gather evenings to sip beer, or toss darts. The 
barmaid says you can have mild and bitter, stout, or Guinness, but 
nothing else, and she asks: “W’at ye ‘ave, now?” wiping her hands 
on a blotchy apron, and taking glasses from the table, dipping them 
into cold, much-used water in a basin. 

The summer sun in Norfolk county sparkles briefly, iridescently, 
while in the evening, the fluffy clouds filter the pink sunsets. But 
at other seasons! Sans warning, sans lightning, the rainclouds—dank 
and low-hanging—swagger from the North sea, and the rain drips, 
as nature seems to wring out washrags in the sky. The winter sky is 
leaden, the bones feel the chill of the sodden air, and the touch of 
the earth is clammy. 

The girls made friends with the Yanks—not difficult to do—who 
explored life robustly, impatiently, and its taste was not always green 
apples. The glamor of the Norfolk girls was a tentative quality; there 
was pathos in it, the seamed cotton stockings, the dresses mended, 
the cheap ribbons in the hair, but they listened to tales of the 
Shangri-la of “the States,” and thought: “How wordy these Yanks 
are! How different from our British boys!” 

Doubtless, some were lissom, sweet of face, but most of the girls 
of Norfolk seemed to conform to a more bulky pattern. Some of the 
100th men sang a lyric epigram: 

“In the services, there are naughty women, 

Who will do almost anything, if you have a shilling; 
WAVES are half a crown, WACS are half a guinea; 
Big fat WREN, two pound ten; 

ATS, a penny!” 

In Norfolk's rustic dialect (the harshest in England) yes is oi, 
mate becomes mite, the vowel o is muttered haltingly in bloody, and 
the Americans jestingly mimicked the dialect, even, years later 
aboard ship, some hailing stevedores in New York harbor: “Look 
at them bluh’y Yainks!” “Cheerio, mite!” 

Not a few of the girls thought the Americans “rawther pushing,” 
too inclined on ships-passing-in-the-night affairs, although some 100 
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English girls—wh 
z wit 
a 8 s in Norwict 
ers looked at the A 


The Forts Fight the Subs 


. and the 1 ‘ They say there’s a Fortress, just leaving Calais, 
Yanks and Norf Bound for the Limey shore, 
inks in the pubs and their honeved words It’s heavily laden with petrified men, 
» in the din of bomber engines And stiffs who are laid on the floor. 


rts awakened the 


Abbotts village, Eve, Scole, —An Airman’s Lament 
pronounced Norich | the 
vorth fron Ant t 
. Was once guarded by archers of Cot. “SLIM” TURNER, who brought the 100th 


t after the cor 
a bi 


overseas, had been Hap Arnold’s assistant, and was cut out for a 
bigger job than group commander, but while with the outfit he became 
nd the rail town of Diss, Lord dissatisfied. In training, Bill Veal had commanded the 349th squad- 


Iry age wi H tor ron, Bucky Cleven the 350th, Jack Kidd the 351st, Flesher the 418th, 
reddened the trod 


the vigils 


and John Egan was group operations—“ops”—officer, assisted by 
or their “laundry Isdv's.” Ollie Turner. 
fur much of the I Turner thought, rightly or wrongly, that the existence of “cliques” 
hut it was a blunt club raised within the group was detrimental, since sometimes the Kidd and group 
commanding officer found themselves at odds with Veal, Egan, and 
mad days, started for the Cleven, although this trio of commanders absolutely loved the men 
played with, or tossed in their squadrons, and were idolized in return. Inseparables, Egan 
shich followed, were t and Cleven were legendary figures, “wild men,” some said, but indubi- 
nto the bor tably brilliant fliers. The camaraderie among the airmen of the 36-or- 
more original crews of the 100th was deep-felt, but sone had the 
hell-bent-for-leather, let’s-get-through-with-our-missions-and-go-home 
frame of mind, and whether that partially was the cause of the group's 
sloppy formations, which made it “easy pickings” for the Luftwaffe on 
ne early raids, was a moot question. 
Egan was made air executive when that new job was created, an 
Ollie Turner was handed the 35lst squadron, while Kidd was movec 


Col. Huglin, assuming command as the gre ip pre- 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THE FORTS FIGHT THE SUBS 


there was but one, explaining, “I ought to kill more of the bastards 
that way.” 

The Thorpe Abbotts base was ready for war; the 100th flew its 
first mission June 22, 1943, sweeping on a “diversion” over the North 
Sea, but the anointment in the baptismal font of Mars came three 
days after. Bremen was the target, and the 100th, led by Swartout, 
emerged through clouds over enemy territory in a loose formation. 
The Luftwaffe pounced, shooting down three bombers—the 30 men in 
the three crews were killed except Alonzo Adams’ navigator, Nick 
Demchek. 

A thin thread tied Britain and America together, and the Germans 


wanted to snip it, for history, as an unwanted woman, stays around 


after its usefulness is over—the Kaiser had tried dis-joining the sea 
link in the first World War. In the summer of 1943, shiploads of 
deadly, brassy machines of war at which people had looked, trembling 
in awe, on the assembly line, were at the bottom of the sea, and caused 
no awe among the fish. The villainy of this belonged to the U-boats, 
which sneaked back to their hideaways, at St. Nazaire and La Pallice, 
on the Atlantic coast of France, and Trondheim, Norway. 

Orders to go after the subs clacked over the teletype, and a runner, 
in a flourish of secrecy, brought the messages to the “war room,” 
where the “duty officer” was perhaps in a soliloquy instructing an 
underling what cajolery to use on the mess sergeant, at 2 a.m., to ob- 
tain a jug of coffee. To St. Nazaire, Cleven, with Leonard Bull his 
navigator, led 16 ships, including DeSanders, Ollie Turner, Sam Tur- 
ner, and other crews, to the sub nest tucked in below the Brest penin- 
sula, and bombs from 27,500 feet—some five miles up—fell on the 
target. When the crews flew back to Thorpe Abbotts, Bernard Hanover, 
of Baltimore, displayed a gashed hand and a pellet (a fragment of the 
dreaded German “flak”), which won him the first Purple Heart. Glen 
Van Noy, of Chelsea, Okla., described his exploit—one engine sput 


tered on his ship, while Focke-Wulf’s and Messerschmitts lurked like 


birds of prey. He ducked to within 50 feet of French soil, and flew 


back, 
La Pallice came the Fourth of July, with the chubby Harding 
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ing in the lead ship with Ollie Turne 
dropped while the foe came feebly, and James McCusker, Niagara 
Falls, N.Y., was the first gunner “to fire in anger.” Over La Pallice, 


ticing his te 
noticing his top turret man, John Sk ay, slumped without oxygen, his 
mask unhooked, Egan left his own oxygen 


tr. Bombs, 1,000 pounders, were 


-a perilous adventure— 


and as the turret revolved, barely esc: ped being crushed, and replaced 
the gunner’s mask. 

The fliers had begun to face 
with outw ard g 


death, neither stranger nor friend, 
sayety not shared by warriors chained to the ground; 
mayhap the fle sabe »yance was a mask to hide nerves that we 
ing taut. Bucky Elton dreaded nightmares, and went to sleep in the 
ith “Smokey” Stover, the medic, to calm his nerves 
the co-pilot for bravery, for to be brave was to feel fear. 
a war on!” ejaculated one radio man, George J : 
mission hubbub of the * 


re becom- 
room with ‘ 

Fear was 
“Boy, there’s 
in the after- 


“interrogation” room, while others jes 
, 8 jested that 
‘the Luftwaffe seems to be us ing real bullets.” 


In mid-July, the 100th set out to 
Le Bourget, 


anos, 


bomb the Luftwaffe airdrome at 
the Yellow Devil of the Luftwaffe,” a 
a one-man air force—he flew with hectic 


with small American flags, 


vear Paris, where “ 
German ace, was heralded as 
bravado through the I 
re senting 


S. formations, 
Fortresses he had destroyed, 


3 : ainted s 
eae ease Rak | P don hi airplane. 


sut returne dd dejectedly without bomb- 

were not dropped on the Wehrmac ht 

Fre nch civilians by misch ince, July 

ich "Toss the French coast into a maelstrom of 

r and Luftwaffe squadrons, Two men in “Wild 

mee piloted by Curtis Bid lick, were wi sated Al Vickers, st 

7 : a a5 tured arm, = John ae man, a shell torn ankle; both 
r 0 minutes, fo 

fat onplace among the ect = Th 

£ en, 

ving in its wake sey 


Cruikshank 


ing as bombs in cloudy we ather 
in France for fear of bomb ying 
14th, the 100th flew ac 


guns for 
hunger, 


fear and 
The 100th fought on 
ven destroyed antagonists, 

» of Everett, Mess., swerved out of for- 
ieee n flak smashed an ailer; on hinge, with some 100 
+ including Junkers 88's which drop yped bombs like 


Hes of fire ” 
$ of firecrackers on t € re 3 
he vers, and fired the 37 mm. 


igue were comm 

to Le Bourget, k 
Rigen 

f the foe preser 


American bom} 


THE FORTS FIGHT THE SUBS 


Hamburg was spared by bad weather, and “Crankshaft” 
came back. The enemy was becoming desperately ingenious. 
“Crankshaft’s . “We're going to take ‘Bastard’s 
Bungalo’ back to the States, show her off, and d hakes!"", but 
weeks later, Munster would intervene, and “Bastard’s Bungalo” would 


cannon. 


erew glowed. 


rink milks 


be a twisted wreck. 

With braggadocio, the crews told of the devastation bombs had 
wreaked—“There’s no need to send anyone else down to La Pallice!” 
and “That’s one ‘shack’ that ain't there no more!” They would rue 
the day. What bombs tore down, the enemy rebuilt (Goering termed it 
“the race between the shovel and the bomb”), and the airmen ate their 
words with the bitter sauce of anxiety, flying to targets they had “de- 
stroyed.” 

To show the route, additional sheets were pasted on the maps in 
the briefing rooms, for the 100th was named for its first Third Divi- 
sion “lead” on the 12-hour flight over the North Sea to the subpens 
at Trondheim, Norway. Harding led on July 24, and 20 ships fought 
a swift battle with the Luftwaffe, and dropped 37 tons on Trondheim. 
Harding's navigator was the lean, cheerful Harry Crosby, who wanted 
» flew on lead crews on 15 raids, and as 


to be an Iowa politician; he 
“Croz,” 


command navigator for the rest of a tour ar da half. whose 
chest bloomed with three DFC’s, one for Trondheim. 
“old man” of the 100th who months afterward flew on the 
sion. Trondheim was the longest flight of the war, and for the third 


time the bombers, flying miles above the earth, struck at the hostile 


was the only 


300th mis- 


weapon whose element was below the surface of the sea 

So war's complexity had become, from ancient times when spears 
and shields had been used; for howsoever the tools had changed, not 
men’s minds. In the dim past, warriors left the battlefields to pass 


around the mead-cup, for forgetfulness of slaughter came in drunken- 


ness, even as centuries after. humans who fought (not as mere savages 
with crude spears, but with complicated weapons high in the air) 

They drank, too. The airmen 
vilots—had had their patterns of ambition and 


returned from warfare. gunners, navi- 


gators, bombardiers, ¢ 
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precious friends, saw their friends die casually, and knew some of 
them would he the lambs of sacrifice. 

True, hilarity oft held sway—“Cryin’ Joe” Kelly and Harding, 
both tipsy. decided to fly a one-ship raid to Berlin at midnight, a 
brainstorm halted after Joe, with a .45 automatic, held up the arma- 


once Harding mirthfully strummed a base fiddle, while 
fist-fights were 


ment section: 


fought between his men and uninvited visitors from 


the 95th—but the 100th’s “Originals” were great fliers, no pilot 


g less than 1,000 hours. “Big Chief” Moreno claimed one ship 


ught back had 1.500 flak holes 


: ; Dick Carey's father drowned 
ter a mishap over the Pacific, 


when the elder Carey insisted Dick 
voy might save himself—in the war, Germans 


fished the fliers from the North Sea; V 
tried ese 


let him sink, so the } 


: van Noy, one wintry night. 
aping from Stalag Luft II prison-camp by be-togging him- 
1a white sheet, crawling through snow: Pinky Helstrom, ill- 

ised by his navigator, mistook the I 
and landed there: Cleven 


eli iy 


srest peninsula for England, 
once buzzed the control-tower with but one 
engine: Armanini ¢ omposed the famous lyric parody, “Oh, your rear 
is like a sto pipe, Nelly Dar-ling!” ete.. and the pianist, “Holly” 
Hollingsworth ranks with his tune, “I’m not in the 
this thing for money!” 


was In the music 
nude for love, I’m selling 

Harding, who h ad an index of the twists of human nature from 
his years at West Point. sec med « 


blivious of the raucous bedlam in the 
rs club, for there were brawls 


gla smashed. The world ; 


was untroubled in mind 


. bicycle races inside the club, 
about them was mad. 
and spirit after he 
10 men crumple in flames, had flesh and t 


and the man who 
saw a bomber carrying 
rain not human, but of iron. 


Tail-end Charlie on a Shuttle Run 


There were Me 109’s and Focke-Wulf 190’s, 
And they hit them at the “I.P.”, 

Now they may not scare you, 

And they may not scare your brother, 
But they sure scare the hell out of me! 


—An Airman’s Lament 


Harvinc hinted to his pilots the night before that 


“something big” was afoot—crews must carry water canteens, mess 


kits, blankets, English pounds, on the mission next day. A few hollow 
laughs trailed through the briefing room at 4 a.m., August 17, 1943, 
ind the secret was out, when Harding said, “It’s a Luftwaffe single- 
engine fighter plant. You fellows know what that means to you!” The 
red string on the wall-map led across Germany to Regensburg, then, 
not homeward, but to Africa. The field was mantled by mist at taxi- 
time, 5:35 a.m., and a delay of 114 hours was ordered; gunners 
quietly field-stripped their 50 calibers; other, pretending sleep, lay on 
the grass, peering up to the dim stars half-concealed by the mist. 
The 24-year-old “ops” officer, Major Kidd, of New Rochelle, N.Y., 
was Harding’s choice to command the 100th. Kidd, a disciplinarian, 
was one of the few who realized the problems with which the 100th 
must cope, and carried much of the load of the 100th—while Harding 
was well-liked, he was ill much of the time—until “Colonel John” 
Bennett relieved Flesher, who was continually at swords-points with 
the squadron commanders. Kidd formulated the 100th’s briefing 
processes, and worked every night. The 100th, on the Regensburg 
raid, was to fly last in the cavalcade of bombers—the last to run the 


ll 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


12 THE STORY OF THE CENTURY 


gauntlet as “tail-end Charlie,” a phrase full of portents! ‘The Luftwaffe 


often made a shooting gallery out of the tail-end ships. Kidd flew with 


“Blake,” Everett Blakely, in “Did You Say 10 Cents,” the lead ship, 
with “Croz” as navigator, and J. F 


R. Douglass, bombardier, while 
Cleven and Veal led squadrons behind. (Later, the 349th, under Veal, 
suffered such heavy losses that it was almost too much for him, and 
he was sent to the “flak house,” the rest home, several times when he 
was needed most. Veal took it so hard when his squadron was hit 
worse than the other three that his confidence sagged, and it was with 
relief that he left the 100th, some days later, to be chief of staff under 
Witten at 13th Wing headquarters. | 

At 7:30 a.m., summer mist mantling the bomber bases in England, 
the 100th broke out of the clouds, and the three squadrons formed 
gradually, low to the left and high to the right of Kidd’s squadron; 
groups formed wings, and wings fell into the procession of the Third 
Air Division. The division, 150 bombers strong, stretched out 15 
miles, headed for Regensburg (another force simultaneously attacked 
Schweinfurt), was led by the illustrious Gen. Curtis LeMay, and was 
deployed so that all guns could fire against the enemy. The division 
flew over Lowestoft, on Britain’s North Sea coast. 

The stage was set—the staffeln of Focke-Wulfs and Messerschmitts. 
tipped off by German radar, were alerted, and German boys fastened 
their gear. At 10:08, over the Dutch coast. south of The Hague, the 
gunners’ beady eyes searched every inch of the sky, and looked d 
at the crazyquilt design of earth 17,000 feet below. ’ 
crisp sentences over VHF, the “very high frequency” bomber-to- 
bomber radio, at 10:25 a.m.: “FIGHTERS UP AHEAD!” 

The U. S. escort, their range only 200 miles re sade 
back to England. The muscl a aij 


own 


The news came in 


f two giants began to flex over Ger- 
. a battle of supermen in a fantasy of H. G. Wells. 
anger had flared at local spots on earth, 
kind at the Verduns and The rmopylaes 
burg defied the shackles of space. and r 
burg, grotesquely. the goal of the | 
earth, but ¢ i] 


many . . Human 
rooting out the paths of man- 
. but the battle called Rege 

ged from Antwe rp to Regens- 
bers not to « ipture mounds of 
in the sky mb a factory where Me. 109-G 


TAIL-END CHARLIE ON A SHUTTLE RUN 


airplanes were made, for war, in 1943 A.D., was no affair of mere 
swords and shields. 

The Luftwaffe came, the first waves eddying against the 100th, in 
three minutes, its fighters (colored blue, red, and aluminum) swarmed, 
and the battle came with a sudden crescendo; the Me. 109’s and FW 
190°s everywhere fought savagely. At 10:41 p.m., near Eupen, Ger- 
many, two squadrons of 12 Me’s and 11 FW’s climbed precipitously 
towards the 100th, pulled ahead, and came in head-on. 

toy Claytor, of Hollywood, Ala., felt his ship shudder at the 
eastern border of Belgium, and looked at his left wing—on fire. Clay- 
tor rang the bail-out alarm, and parachuted out, joining Quinn, radio 
operator, Ray Nutting, co-pilot, and John Burgin, engineer, all of 
whom later escaped through the Belgian underground, although Kenny 
Torch, bombardier, was caught after hiding eight months. 

Curtis Biddick’s ship, hit by shells, began “flaming and blazing 
like a torch,” and many in the embattled formation saw Dick Snyder, 
co-pilot, climb through a gaping hole by his seat onto the wing, then 
lean back for his ‘chute. Caught in the slipstream, he was thrown 
against the tail. The navigator, John Dennis, and Dan McKay, bom- 
bardier (who was burned}, jumped through the flames, looked upward 
and saw Snyder's death. Biddick stayed in the ship, which nosed up 
200 feet, exploding, with metallic scraps spinning out 

The airmen, to see the lurid mosaic of battle, had only to open 
their eyes—to see gas tanks on Ronald Brailey’s ship spew flames and 
watch him slip sideways so his crew might avoid the streamers of fire 
in bailing out—to see the debris of mae-wests, escape hatches, the 
flotsam and jetsam of sunken bombers, men tumbling through air with 
arms about knees in delayed jumps from the doomed ships of Henry 
Shotland, Don Oakes, Tom Hummel, and others—to see perhaps 60 
dingy yellow German and white American parachutes, at a sweeping 
glance —to see the orange sheets of flame, consuming metal and human 
flesh alike. 

In the pandemonium, the gunners fought 75 of the foe at one 
time. Norman Scott, pilot, of Los Angeles, saw the enemy dart through 


the formation and turn about furiously. Enemy planes which had been 
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freshly gassed lifted up from tiny geometric patches of earth miles 
ahead, so that one swarm landed as another rose, nevertheless one slip 

ne-table gave a 10-minute respite for the bombers. The 100th 
shrank. Kidd had reflected an hour before—that the formation was 
beautiful over the gilded waters of the North Sea: but the battle was 
yet young when he asked his tail gunner how many remained. 


Nineteen.” The answer me ant two planes were down. 
After an interim of 


“Fourteen.” 
Kidd said later, “] saw ships f 


one, afire from coc kpit to tail, I 
three gas tanks. 


seconds, Kidd inquired again, 


rom other groups ahead going down; 
vancaked over with fire coming out of 
Something happened every w ay I turned my head . . . 
— err m us.” Kidd, every few 
seconds, ye lled, “Fighters at 11 o'clock!” and the interphones of other 
ships pulsated with similar warnings, Col, Beirne Lay, the writer, fly- 
mg in “Piccadilly Lily,” with Murphy, hearing the bi : 
“Lead 'em more: give ’em short | ° 


I even saw the Sea tris 
even saw the Jerries trying to drop bombs « 


attle dialogue: 


yursts!”* 
Bombardier to left aist gunner, ‘Don't yell, talk slow!’ ” 


“Focke-Wulf at 11 o’cloc at” 


Near Col »gne, Capt. Bob Knox lagged, with one engine out; an- 
other w s hit, and he dropped from his Spot at the ihe of Cruik- 
shank in Kidd's lead squadron. Col. Lay watched Knox turn back (he 
had seen two other Forts. forced out of formation, dip wheels as they 
were surrounded by Germans, who cir led without firing). iis: 
Knox made a hasty « anvass of his crew: : 


a ee - 
Do you guys want to make Switzerland, or try t 


The consensus was “Thorpe Abbotts,” 
gator, gave the course, 


o make it back?” 


so Ernie Warsaw. navi- 


Lay watched Knox, and believed he ” 
ieee teved he saw Knox’s wheel 


“laws of warfare wy 
surrender by landir 


to the Luftwaffe 


go down, 


an implied promise of 
> 4n arrangement 


was 
© In enemy territory 
the L , which wanted the Fortresses int act 
said, circled: then. ve ngefully, K : 


ships according to the 


acceptable 
The enemy, Lay 
own the “escort” 
Story. Other Luft waffe, Ju. 


$ gunners shot d 


“eye-witness” 


TAIL-END CHARLIE ON A SHUTTLE RUN 


88's, FW's, and Me’s, on their way to refuel, destroyed the bomber in 
50 seconds. 

John Justice, in “Pasadena Nena,” was last in the 100th, unen- 
viably bringing up the rear for the Third division, while wisps of 
smoke from hot shells, shell casings, and the smell of burnt cordite 
permeated the nose, so that Peter Battisti, navigator, opened a venti- 
lator to breathe. “Horny,” flown by Henry Henington, was surrounded, 
three of the foe converging on the left, seven to the right. Al Fahl- 
stedt, bombardier, drew a bead on one Me. driving in, which exploded, 
barely 40 yards out. Joe Roderick, radio operator, worked prodigi- 
ously on repairs after shells wrecked the interphone. Blanton Barnes, 
at the nose guns of “Blackjack,” blew up a Luftwaffe plane in mid-air, 
and anent that incident Paul Pascal, navigator, said, “I saw that Ger- 
man guy thrown out, his ‘chute caught fire, and he clawed at the 
shrouds while it shriveled up.” 

From Cleven’s rear element, three ships were knocked down south 
of Antwerp, while six 20 mm. shells sundered the 350th C.O.’s Fort, 
killing Norman “Smitty” Smith, radioman, and wounding the top 
turret gunner and bombardier. The indomitable Bucky calmed his 
terrified crew when they begged to bail out, and it was, as Col. Lay 
wrote later, Bucky's “finest hour.” 

The Germans withdrew near Regensburg. In 130 minutes, nine of 
the 100th’s ships were doomed, the group’s gunners shot down 60 or 
more of 250 enemy planes plucked out of the’ sky, and the 100th 
dropped its fiery cargo of incendiaries atop the bomb bursts from 
other groups, as smoke foamed 20,000 feet, and thus, deep in Ger- 
many, the Me. plant felt the crushing mailed-fist of American air 
power. 

Glen Van Noy, knocked from formation near Regensburg (W. H. 
Couch, bombardier, nailed the enemy that hit a second engine), ske- 
daddled towards Switzerland while the Luftwaffe pecked away. The 

30 miles from Swiss soil, abandoned the chase, and Van Noy 


proposed to try for Sicily, hugging the mountainsides to dodge the 
Brenner Pass flak. In north Italy, he swooped to bomb a Luftwaffe 
hangar, but a perverse 300-pound fire-bomb stuck in the bomb-bay 
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would not release, and in Genoa bay, edged between two German 
warships too flabbergasted to fire; while still later, his top turret, the 
sole gun with bullets after the others had been jettisoned, frightened 
off two patrolling seaplanes. With one badly-taxed engine, Van Noy 
“ditched” into the Mediterranean, 40 miles off Sicily, and the crew 
started rowing in dinghis, ; 

After struggling on two engines over the Alps, Ronald Hollenbeck 


gave the command to “bail,” and his co-pilot, E. Reed, came down in 
a British prisoner-of-war cam 


p; G. Kiersey, a gunner, escaped later to 
U.S. Lines. 


For their country it was a triumph, | 


yut many could not forget the 
blood that triur ph costs, “Smitty, 
} 


* Cley en's radio man, who married 
¢ F 
belore going 


g overseas, had heard that his wife would have a baby at 


Christmas-time. One 20 mm. shell tore off “Smitty’s” leg, killing him. 
A shell grazed the head of S 


Sammy Barr, the short-framed Mississip- 
pian, who flew with Veal; Barr and his bombardier, 220-pound “Big 
Joe” Armanini, one-time Dartmouth grid star, rose to high rank. 


Lives were the stakes in war's dice game, a fateful throw took some, 


spared others, 
The 100th, traveling by way of the E 


orsica and Sardinia, landed 9 hours an 
two African air 


Brenner Pass, onward near 
40 minutes after take-off at 

fields, Berteux and Telergma, one mile apart, the loss 
being 22 men dead and ‘8 captured. The airmen slept under the 
wings In the African night. Next morning, the valiant Van Noy crew 
(which included an observer. Col. Bill Kennedy), was captured by a 
seaplane escorted by an Me. 109 within sight of 
In Africa, the impish Texan, “ 


Sicily. 
Cowboy” Roane, a¢ 
to his crew, and named it “Moe,” and his gunners lo. ided blankets over 
Moe for the flight back to Thorpe Abbotts. Roane she 
flares as he flew over the home base. the signal to indicate a grave 


“al ovis : 
‘anc’ gave a radio message to the control tower: 
Stand by. I'm comir gin with a frozen ass!” 

ances and crash-trucks were ¢ 


ess showed in many faces 


led forth his shive ring donkey, 


ided a donkey 
ot off red-red 


crisis aboard s} P 


alvanized into action. and 
. The Cowboy landed, and 


The Saga of the “Squawkin’ 


We took a tour, tour, yes we took a tour, 
To the Ruhr, to the Ruhr, 
We took a tour, tour, yes we took a tour, 
To the Valley of the Ruhr! 
My eyes are dim, they cannot see, 
" The searchlights, they are blinding me, 
The searchlights, they are blinding me! 


—An Airman’s Lament 


Te TOAST of the base, Moe brayed about for 
months until someone made a startling find about her sex, and the 
name had to be changed to Chloe. Eventually, the lonely Chloe (the 
other donkeys at Thorpe Abbotts, it was said, didn’t speak her lang- 
uage) pined away, and died. 

The “Cowboy” was bereaved, but his morale was boosted, as he 
was about to leave the base, when Colonel John Bennett beseeched the 
crews to rise one day, and repeat in pious unisor 

“COWBOY ROANE, CAN DO NO WRONG!” 

Last heard, the “Cowboy” was attending a party at the Olympic 
Hotel in Seattle. Another celebrant, for some curious reason, was 
hanging out a sixth story window, clutching onto the ledge, and the 
“Cowboy” was beating on his fingers. 

Walter Grenier came to Thorpe Abbotts, Sept. 6, and with bags 
not even unpacked, went to chow. The Stuttgart raid was a-making, 
and the newcomer (who had lived in France many years) was selected 
to “fill in” and fly the mission—a trifle rushing. Shot down, they 
called him, “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” 


17 
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war to a St. Louis girl, and 
Pa., were edged out by 

ne empty slot on the Regens- 

* to Stuttgart, where flak 

tal spinning through the air. 
W's confronted the 100th, and 

1 towards Reeder at 24,000 feet 
he top turret gunner, blew 
German pressed his triggers, 
“Squawkin’ Hawk,” into the nose 


nd cockpit, 
| 
k 


is co 


pit partner, dripping blood, lay 
had gone through below the right 
ainst the armor plate; fragments bounced 

lly blown away, Deliriously, he tried to 
f the cockpit seat, and, after 


; Sought three times to rise up. 

> Fort’s nose tore out one eye of 
Clarissa, Minn., and wounded Pete DeLao, 
ly. Engel climbed into 

n the eye-socket and 


ght Reeder. Conner 
first aid to Engel, 

sg in the hatch- 
“Squawk- 

vve the 


“urn, post- 
swn back 
« battle weary 


never heard of 


Horny” home- 
tude 500 feet a 


ar 
Ve 
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5 
“I Thank God For Such a Crew” 


Oh, my name is Two-Drawer Merrill, 
And I’m just a paddle-foot; 

When the 17's are up, I think the idea’s goot; 
Oh, the guns begin to blaze away, 

And the flak begins to pound; 


But it doesn’t bother me at all, 
For I am on the ground! 


—An Airman’s Lament 


Seri EMBER was redolent 
year-old youth, Dick 


of nigt 


of memories for a 20- 
Agor, memories of school back at Shamckin, Pa., 
its of cool mountain air at Lowry Field near Denver, of photo- 
graphic work he loved. and with autumn coming on, at Thorpe 
Abb d fill in what was | 
di Armament men lo 
embroidery of 50-caliber bullets, 
steel, and lead also 


Germans’ 


‘tts, imagination coul lacking in the charts and 
ams of battle, aded guns with the steel 
and bullets killed. But powder, 


were heaped up at Luftwaffe b 


ases and around the 
anti-aircraft 


guns. Morbid or realistic, 


imagination could 
lat some 


men in the barracks would be dead, 


on the perimeter would be clumps of 
ret gunner on Meac 
© prayed coming 


play on the prospect th 
anon, and some Forts at sites 
wreckage. Dick, a ball tur 
lavorite uncle, “WW 


ever mentioned 


lows’ crew, wrote to a 
home today,” the only time he 


war in his letters. Ip September, sharing premoni- 
tions that others felt, he ordered roses to be sent to his mother in 
Shamokin for Christmas, 

Twenty-one ships took off from 


six in the lead, six | W, and r 


Thorpe Abhotts Oc t. 8, 1943, 
ine high. Kid 1, Blakely, 


20 


and Crosby in 


? 
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< on gun handles as he gripped them, and, unpro- 
hurricanes of air from the slipstream, saw an Me 109 
sunner’s bullets seared the air, the ene ny exploded, In 
Pilgrim, of Pocatello, Idaho, hunched 
l g odged in his right 

es which flew in crazy, wheeling 


t down one. 


ner blown out of Meadows’ ship, pulled the 
mind blotted out, and Bill Hubbard, descending 
Meadows’ Fort drop b 


y a super-highway near 
ard was clapped iz 


en. Hubb 1 “solitary.” and threatened with 
less | ” but he refused, and the Germans forced 
» prison. Ward was unconscious 10 days 
nd Blakely left the tarzet with three engines, the Luftwaffe 
uit. Mortally wounded. Sau spread his legs to fight off 
1, #rasped hi and shot down an Me, 210 in flames, and 
) oom for first aid. Via, hurt a second 
nd McClelland 

ball turret, climbing out for a shot of mor- 

> the enemy had gone. 
ps fell on Bremen: 
ips of Arthur 


mentioning he was 


besides Meadows, Gormley. 
toft, Herb Nash. Bill McDonald. 


©.. Bucky Cleven (who had fired off flares in a 


had lunged to earth. The 

i | taken, and iy prisonment of 41 from 
ke n ae and Blakel me in for a « landing, with 
*, McClelland, benumbed by n tphine. mistook the prepa- 


25 lives 


acks and tried to climb into his turret, The incom- 

1 by calm lead : 

% by calm leade rship, had shot down nine enemy 

off the last Germ in attacks over the channel. The 

eainst a tree near Norwic h. 
o-pilot. Johr Phelan, of Butte, Mont., landed 


out brakes, and Paul Le better, the bombardier, 
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6 
“It Appears to Have Been a Catastrophe” 


With six “Q.D.M’s” 
We made the [ 
The clouds were 
And tried bl 
They dug up a w 
As they traced 


Pia FOR the d 
Trucks groaned li 
cargo of war, tires 
concrete, 


Oct. 10, 1943, 


giving the wh 
Passing over damp ribt OF 


Thorpe Abbott 


from the re 


s base, and trailers ca 
velments to he 
The men working 
the cold I 


forged into the 
at the dispersal sites 

ersonality men 
was black and hollow, 
of the | 


2 


assume in the dead of nig 
and pink moonbe am 


sige The jeeps snorted 
blights, miles 
with cone 


ombers, 


away perhaps, shot sy 
Shaped finge 
k f gers through t 
flicked on in the fliers 


from a Poverty of s 
from the unrea 
halls or clambered ¢ 
moved into the brie 
co pilots, 


~asModica 


ie upper layers 
Minutes later, 
», with unadmitted 


f darkness as lig 
> 2 lL , 

barracks. with eyes lackluster 
numb 


prayers on dry lips 
ity of the reality, the fliers walked to the mess 
n jeeps and trucks, 

fing-rooms, 
bombardiers, 
riefing officer's Stick 


and soon the dim-lit figures 
navigators with lips pursec 
with eyes half-closed. They 
Scratc 


listened 
hed over the 


24 


wall map, indicating a 


“IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A CATASTROPHE” 25 

n city north of the Ruhr near the Dutch border. and he droned. 
“Your primary will be workers’ homes, here at Munster.” 

War in its inescapable course had come to this for children anx 

1s workers lived in workers’ homes; true there 

nd Rotterdam—Atr itonly killec 


German civilians after bailing out—poisonous contagions in the 


an airmen 


ind minds of Germans, whatever their number, who embraced 
and who, that very moment. sle pt uneasily in Munster. 

r, it might be, to bomb workers’ homes than factories. 
s for the mi 


m went on, maps pulled from shelves, 
zs unfastened: were these the 


irk ages, some soothsayer 
» raised a boney finger to croak shrilly, “Beware!” but it 

1ousand years too late for soothsayers. 

100th formed at 23.000 feet beh 


d the 95th group, whereas 
back further in the Third Division column were the 96th, 388th, 94th, 


ind 3Gath groups, with Major Egan commanding the 13 bombers 


of the 100th, The division flew over Holland; Munster lay dead 
ahead. Nine minutes flving time from Munster, shortly after the 
American P-47's had turned back to England, 250 Me. 109’s, Me 
110’s, and FW, 190’s appeared, as scornful of death as desperadoes of 


the Wild West. The Luftwaffe flew closer, in a mass, then spread out 
to att 


attack solo, writhing in the air until 500 yards distant, then cal- 
lously flying straight 


and-level to within 50 yards. The Me, 110°s 
lobbed rockets 20 inches long, and Dorniers 215 and 217 
were thrown into the fray. flyir 

ignited Egan's ship, 


bomber 
g parallel 1,500 yards from the 100th 
and as fire spread over wing and coc kpit, 
d out, five ships remaining with him, separating from seven 
others. Capt. John Justice and two wingmen pulled up with the 
high squadron and peered down at E 
feet below, while the Me. 110’s stalked from all directions but mostly 
the rear, unloosing four bursts of rockets then to ot 
before firing again. 


he peel 


gan’s strayed contingent 5.000 


serve the damage 


It was a frenzied scene: flak made a cauldron of the Munster 
skies, and two more ships sprawled in flames as FW. 190’s closed 


losed 
in. Fighters swarmed abc ut the squadron of I gan, and Roland Gane- 
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wer, of Bethlehem, Pa., dropped the ball turret to lighten Egan’s ship. 

“Rosie's Riveters.” flown by Robert Rosenthal, of Brooklyn, and 

co-pilot, Winifred Lewis, of Houston, was alone over Munster 
when the bombardier, Clifford Milburn, of Chicago, asked: 


Dp 


I drop ‘em now?” 


Milburn insisted, “We're over Munster, Rosie.” 


“Drop the bombs.” said Rosie. 


Ju > and his co-pilot, John Shields, brought the 100th’s rem- 
nants over Munster 


the workers’ homes already burned—where 
another group 500 feet dire: tly overhead dropped bombs, forcing the 
formation with Justice to scatter. 


seven 


the coup de grace. The 100th in 


Columns of black smoke pointing 
upward from the earth and the tl 


minutes was decimated. 


1ud of bombers against the hard 
German soil told the mournful news that the ships of Bob Kramer. 
Bill Beddow. Maurice Beatty, and others of the 100th, had been 
destr yed, as well as five of the 95th, eight of the 390th, and at least 
, > Luftwaffe craft. The Forts that looked so virile and deadly at 
Thorpe Abbotts in early morning were feeble, torn masses of metal. 
strewn over the earth arour 
with death. 
“Rosie” turned 


two, three, 


id Munster, whose very air was infected 


away from Munster, and the Luftwaffe came, 
and four at a time. 


at a wo ) i i i 
wounded elephant in the jungle. Heroism contagiously 
caught the crew, : 


7 for men like Loren Darling 
John Shaffer. of Curwensyille Pa., } 
fired waist guns until they colla 


slugged its y av to the 


to claw “Rosie’s Riveters,” as lions 
claw 


. of Sac City, Ia., and 
oth wounded by 20 mm. shells, 


. psed from exhaustion as the ship 
; “ I rene h coast, w here the enemy quit. 
ther arena of the sky : 


> Meantime, one 
knocked out, and he joined another 
his ship went into a 


In an 
of Justice’s engines was 
: 1 all Froup. As the Luftwaffe attacked, 
aes #5 Spin and all his crew bailed exce oe 
Shields. The pair pulled out of the sp; peep eae banclt nod 
he spin after tumbling 5,000 feet, 


and the pio’ r Ww 

" co-pilot climbed Into the ton turret te ard of e , 
which stalked tk d Soe pie p lie 
ame down, 


'€ Stragglers. He , 


blood oozing from his 
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mouth, to hand Justice a parachute, and both jumped. The co-pilot 
died in the descent to earth, and Justice said: 

“He never gave up until they killed him.” 

The 100th, 13 ships strong in the morning, had flown through the 
valley of death, and “Rosie” alone remained. Ronald Bailey, of 
Hempstead, N. Y., plotted the navigational course back to Thorpe 
Abbotts, and the radio man, Michael Boccuzi, carried the two 
wounded waist gunners to the radio room. At Thorpe Abbotts, many 
pairs of eyes scanned the horizon for first glimpse of the powerful 
force of bombers which had taken off. One ship landed. 

“Rosie” paused by Marvin Bowman, “Major B,” the intelligence 
officer, to ask a sardonic question: “Are they all as tough as this?” 
and got in an ambulance with his wounded. Two engines were shot 
dead, interphone and oxygen systems were out, and a rocket shell 
had missed by narrow inches a gas tank. The ministrations of the 
angels seemed constantly available to “Rosie” in his extravagantly 
dangerous career which eventually included 52 missions. Most 
airmen, with no hatred of the enemy. flew to put in their 25 raids, 
and get home, but not “Rosie.” His obsession of hate of the enemy 
was rare and enigmatic. “One of his brothers was killed by the 
Jerries,” or, “He hates Nazis for persecuting his relatives in Germany,” 
it was rumored. 

The evening of Munster, the 12 lost crews’ belongings, frayed 
envelopes of letters whose calm reassurances had been read many 
times, pictures of sweet, anonymous, feminine faces, military jackets 
with Air Medal ribbons neatly pinned on, were stuffed in bags. 
“Rosie's” crew, Clarence Hall, top turret gunner, of Perry. Fla., Ray 
Robinson, hall turret gunner, of Arkansas City, Kan., and other gun- 
ners, returned to almost empty barracks. Bill DeBlasio, tail gunner, 
wrote in his battle diary, “By the Grace of God, we were the only 
ship to come back.” Justice, the pilot, was spending his first night 
in hiding, eventually to escape through Holland, Belgium, and 
France, to Spain. Of 121 men lost, 33 were dead, and many were 
bound for prison camps. Since June, 42 crews had been lost. 

The group had won its nom-de-guerre: “The Bloody Hundredth.” 
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Gen. LeMay, conducting a “critique” of the Munster raid later, 
mentioned how Egan, trying desperately to bomb, remained on a 
direct heading for the target as flames enveloped his ship, and the 
Third Division commander remarked, “We've lost a fine man . . .” 

In a small room of the “ops” building, a man punched the keys 
of the teletype machine: “ 
encountered, the story of the only aircraft to return of our group 
being one of confusion and destruction, and the crew believe the 


enemy paid heavily for this. The enemy may have been ‘doped’ for 
battle.” i . 


The sky battle surpassed any previously 


The message, sent over by the S-2 section, said little more. The 
teletype-sender’s eyes read on: 


“It appears to have been a catastrophe.” 
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Flak Loves Big Bombers; Fighters Do, Too 


Down in Ruhr Valley, flying so low, 
Some chairborne bastard, said we must go. 


Flak loves big bombers, fighters do, too; 
P-51 boys, what's happened to you? 


Write me a letter, send it to me; 
Send it, “in care of Stalag Luft III.” 


—An Airman’s Lament 


Arter MUNSTER, Col. Harding journeyed to 
London to ask Ira Eaker for respite of a few days to recuperate the 
100th, wherewith the generals at Eighth Air Force headquarters sug- 
gested it might be wise to take the “Bloody Hundredth” off operations 
for three months, “so that your boys can learn to fly the B-17’s.” 

Back at West Point, he had “out-ranked” many of them, and 
Harding fulminated: “You junior officers might need to learn, but 
hot my boys!” 

The paper cups which had held the whisky doled airmen after a 
raid lay crumpled in heaps, the crust relics of 11/-inch thick corned 
I sandwiches hastily consumed rested by coffee cups, The crew 

King Bee,” back from Wilhelmshaven, jested about a remark 
made on the ship’s interphone over the target, when someone shouted, 

Look, fellows, today I am a man!” 
Paul Mackesey, the former Brown U. football player and an 
nquired, sighting down a long forefinger, “And 
Jack Oller, of Portland, Ore.. the co-pilot, 
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“Well, now,” said Macke sey, drily, “had I known, I would’ve 
baked a cake: howeve rt, we have some spam 
Frank Lauro had been the 


tric f Chi 
. . trick, of Ch 
tock Exchange. In the November Bremen raid, the voice of Murray 

Schrier, o Margaret 


i “ t | hands became f 

M lle, N. Y., came over the interphone: “Help a 
me, for God's sake, I'm passing out!” 
Bill Heathman, of Warren, O., 


radio re 


7 , x. Over the same t 
youngest member of the New York ! 


: éntreating his crewmates. iooked his oxygen line nt late 

dragged the crazed Schrier to the rkpatrick, but a moment lat 
om. An old-type oxygen mask had frosted, and he lay— 
b, cold, and in near-de lirium—while Heathman and Nelson King, 
i erator, of Beattie, Kan., tried to replace the frosted mask, 

arctic cold of the sub-stratosphere, 58 degrees below zero, an 

nan’s hold on life weakens by 

fuel. Icey gusts blew thr 

had awaited the 1 


the second without oxygen, the 
ough an open radio hatch where King 
lilwaiie, 

with cumbrou loves, the two couldn’t fit the new mask 


ier’s old one, but King knew the solution. Bravery impells 
act without mulling over the 


penalties Nature may exact. 
sing his oxygen line iz 


ito a “walk-around bottle,” to move about, 
and with hands bare ripped a ribbon off 
"and tied the mask on Sx hrier, but by a wicked fate, 


oxygen bottle froze, and he blacked out—hands still bare. 
Both gunners were delirious, 


frigid, rarefied air, brir g th 
blindly with his fists, 
his hands, discolor 
the Luftwaffe } 
Delphos, O 
also froze Finally |} 
placed his } 


noved his gloves, 


Lungs craving oxygen in the 
ve quirk of belligerency, and King smashed 
hits of fingers « hipping off as he hit the floor, and 
ed purple, were swollen three times normal, As 


rushed gruflly against Lauro’s ship, Gerald Will, of 
left his waist pun to hel ike 


Pp; but his “walk-around bottle” ! : 
from the brink of death, King Lily, 
mbardier’s jacket for warmth. Back . 


rought back 
1ands inside the 
at Thorpe Abbotts, the medics looked at K 
their heads, for the Kansan had sa 
named their ship “Nelson King,” older, h crews b 

Not only flak and bullets but also frostbite, and the danger of i 


he airman’s lot, The “C.0,” 
oxygen over Bremen and in a co-pil 


th 
S fingers, and shook wees 


crificed his fingers, Lauro’s crew 


losing oxygen became t ” Harding, lost 


t's seat was unconscious 15 
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“Dish” Dishion, navigator. Mason became the 349th ‘ “ops” officer, 
and lamented his two years “in grade” 


made him the army’s ranking 
lieutenant. With 


Adam Krezo as bombardier, the Mason crew aie 
many successful missions under Barr and “Col onel John” Bennett in 
the 349th. Other names were “Cahepit,” contrived from the apology 
of one airman, “Ah ca’ he ’p it, sir!”; “Laden Maiden,” flown over 
the Atlantic by Bill Veal, and taken by Cowboy Roane to Trondheim, 
Regensburg, Schweinfurt, Munster, and Bremen, and later by Don 
Moede, a pilot, of Lincoln, Neb.. and Charles Brooks, a pilot of New 
London, Conn —finally, after the 
patched in multitudinous flak ho jes, and replaced four ‘ ‘props”—pro- 
pelle ors—an da wing, the “Maiden” went down Dec. 30, 1943, over 
Ludwigshaven. “Big Frank” Valesh, who had a soulful affinity for the 
song, “The Wabash Cannon Ball.” the 
crac ked up seven bombers—the U. S. Treasury must have shuddered. 
His first ship was “Hany g the Expense,” with the noble lineage con- 
tinued with “Hang the Expense Again,’ > with a “II,” a “Hl,” etc. 
“Big Frank” once took two Red Cross girls a- joyriding, picked that 
— lume to crack-up, and was called on the carpet. 
Jan. 2 +, 1944, flak shredded Valesh’s tail, and Roy Urich, tail 

renee, of Whittier, Cal.. was blown out, and the ship sent out an 

Os. “Where the hell do you think we are?” two U. S. fighters 
scolded him- they were flying off his wings. By an iaiconalabe 
mira¢ le, Urich floated down in a parachute weaaadel but aliv Th 

. ture of the shredded tail was wirephotoe d to the U. s. gira of 
the most widely printed damaged. toa er shots of the war. 


Other s were “Phartzac.’ 
Ut e ec,” “Horny, sti “Misma 
lovin, “Mismanookie.” pn; ames which caus a d ie ee, 


although “Phartzac” was unWilingly mer 
y 


newspaper. Also, “Lady Luck.” “Nine Little Yanks and a Jerk,’ 


“Tweedle O° Twill,” and ships 
Won" tua Psi ea nz —tedaal — “Brady's Crash 


Dandys,” “F abian’s Flak Ho se,” * astoria,” “Andy's 
“Eddy’s Eagles.” ss Harper’s Ferry,” Rogers’ Raiders,” 


And “This'll Kill You,” * 


ground crew had put on new tires, 


100th’s most prodigal pilot, 


grief among the censors, 
tio ned in a staid Boston 


Bachelor's Heaven,” “Shilaylee,” “Little 
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Mike,” “Rubber Check,” “My Achin’ Back,” “Our Babe,” “Cargo for 
Margo,” “Varga Venus,” “Thunder Cloud,” “Patriotic Patty,” 
“Feudin’ Wagon,” “Denver Doll,” “Skipper,” “Great White Bird,” 
“She-Has-Ta,” “Regal Eagle,” “Yehudi,” “Nellie Bly,” “Queen of the 
May,” “Bigassbird,” “Alice from Dallas,” “Buffalo Gal,” “Ten Batty 
Boys,” “Goin” Jessies,” “Billie Boy,” named by Joe Ricker for his son. 
Instead of a half-nude girl, huge baby shoes were painted on it, be- 
cause Ricker’s wife, back in Pennsylvania, had told him: 

“Keep a pair of our baby’s shoes with you, and you'll come back 
to me.” Ricker did both. 

Randy Chadwick, Louisiana pilot who used to hold “Shorty” 
Bryant, a navigator, at arm’s length while Shorty flailed away with his 
fists at the bar, named “Randy Lou” for his daughter, and Norman 
Chapman christened “Katie's Boys” after his wife in Hillsboro, N.C. 
Feb. 20, 1944, over Stettin, Frank Yzenas, of Dickson City, Pa., one 
of “Katie's” gunners, exchanged fire with a foeman, while another 
enemy lobbed rockets, and a third FW 190, flew by trailing a bomb 
which dangled, yo-yo style, from a cable—a fantastic moment! 

Other names were “Strictly from Hunger,” “Sweater Girl,” 
“Argo,” “Blackjack,” “Go Between,” “Mad House, “Sunny,” “Shack 
Rat,” “Stymie,” “Duration Plus Six,” “Flak Happy,” “Raunchy,” 
“Badger Beauty,” “High Life,” “Little Mike,” “Hundred Proof,” “Re- 
luctant Dragon,” “Liberty Bell, “Quittin’ Time,” “Boeing Belle,” 
“Savag “Home Sick Angel,” “Lay or Bust,” “Blivit,” “Ramblin’ 
Rebel,” “Glory Bound,” “Waticare,” “Sassy Lassy,” “You Can't 
Lose.” “L'il Kitty,” “Wolf Gang,” “Little Butch,” ‘Spirit of Pitwood,” 
“Joker,” “Question Mark,” “The Atlanta Miss,” “Patches,” “Jumpin’ 
Bunny,” “Leading Lady,” “Murderer’s Row.” Paul Spurgeon named 
“Jimbo” after his wife. “Miss Carriage” was the first Eighth Air 
Force ship to return with but one good engine, when E. G, Stork, of 
South Ozone Park, L.I., hobbled the bomber back from Bremen 

On a “40-degree-below” December day, Barr and Bennett led to 
the Solingen synthetic oil plant in “Happy Valley,” where “Big Joe” 
Armanini revived Howard Bassett, navigator, whose oxygen mask 
had frozen from his breath. Three engines went out at 27,000 feet, 
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windows frosted, and as “Torchy” nosed down, “Colonel John” Ben- 
nett gave the admonition: “Prepare to abandon ship!” 

Max Ru ineer, asked: “Say, Skipper, do I have time to tie my 

i The other gunners. Joe Dougherty, Bob Cliff, Bob 
1 James Hiten, strapped on ‘chutes. “Big Joe” and Bassett, 
ose, had an escape hatch measuring 28 by 18 inches, and the 
e-framed bombardier could barely squirm through. On tue inter- 
1one, others in the crew heard a bit of drollery: 
Now, Howard, if the Skipper says, ‘jump,’ this is no time for 
* said “Big Joe.” 

“Oh,” ohhed Bassett. 

“No,” insisted “Big Joe,” “we'll both go at once!” 

It seer like “curtains” and the colonel thought, “What a sur- 
prise Bill Kennedy will have when I walk into prison camp!” Col. 
Kenne dy had “gone down” at Regensburg. Momentarily, all four en- 
gines of “Torchy” were dead, but at 4,000 feet, forthwith caught on, 
and the ship skimmed over Dutch windmills and houses, homeward 


I ound. 
Sometimes the 13th mission was superstitiously dubbed “mission 
FS 73 a a 
12-B. d going over the hump, the half-way mark of the 25 raids. 
On re mission 12 John Mitchell, a pilot, asked what ship he was 
scheduled to fly. The duty sergeant gave the serial number, “Mitchell 
flies 24-13.” 
“Hmmm,” Mitchell mused, “where's she sitting?” 
“Dispersal site 13.” 
“Well, has she got a name?” 


The sergeant glanced up, “Yeah, ‘Hard Luck’.” 
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Winter Over Thorpe Abbotts, 
Rocket Coast, Ruhr 


Oh, what do we do with a drunken pilot, 
What do we do with a drunken pilot, 
What do we do with a drunken pilot, 

So early in the morning? 
(2nd ver.) Put him in the nose of a Flying Fortress, 
(3rd) He will bomb the blind and pregnant, 
(4th) He will bomb their homes and churches, 
(Sth) He will bomb their turnip patches, 

That’s what we do with a drunken pilot! 


—An Airman’s Lament 


1 

Sannty BARR was restless, for the Southerner had 
led the 100th on the Nov. 14, 1943, raid to Rjukan, Norway, for sev- 
eral hours with no checks on the position. His navigator was Joe 
“Bubbles” Payne, a happy Kentuckian who was born at Coblenz, 
Germany, where his mother was an American Red Cross nurse and his 
father was in the army of occupation after the first World War. On 
VHF, Barr called the leader of the high squadron, Jack Swartout, 
whose navigator was Leonard Bull. 

“Is we-all on course, or is we-all off course, and if we-all is off 
course, how much is we off course?” 

Just then, the group ahead, fly considerably to the left of the 
100th, crossed over the Norwegian coast, where flak spouted up, hit 
ting the other group, but not disturbing the 100th 

“Uh, oh,” came Barr’s deep, down-south Mississippi voice, over 
the radio channel, “We-all is on course!” 


35 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THE STORY OF THE CENTURY WINTER OVER THORPE ABBOTTS. ROCKET COAST RUHR 3 
seal ; ling in one end, and 
“Croz,” the group navigator (whose own name deserves to head Gin va, lean eee 3 of p iron rolling in one end 
tanks driv out the other 


He “dropped the eggs in the basket.” and later S-2 


any list), n: 1 the following as the outstanding navigators of the 


100th: Bassett with Barr's crew: Bull with Swartout; Payne, a group 
havigator in the early period; Dishion, who took that job for a month 
while Crosby was on leave; Ed King, group navigator after V-E day, 
and selected as the Eighth Air Force 
Wild, called “the navig tor’s 
and rendezvous preci 


Pete,” 


pictures of “Bauer & Schaurte” plant at Neuss. 4 
target where 60 percent of Germany's nut 
that it? 

“That's it!” vocif 


with piercing brown ey 


outstanding navigator; Jack 
navigator,” whose logwork was flawless, 
“Robbie” Robertson, John Carpenter, “Big 
* Charlie Gunter, Leo Kimball, and Carl Roesel. 

In the early days, one navigator flew in the lead ship, contending 
with inadequate maps, clouds, faulty equipment, and manning a gun 


during truculent Luftwaffe battles in the unescorted penetrations, but 
later, “pathfinder” came 


wrecked the plant. The two aces 
In formidable “Happy V 
2}, the sky was 


kirchen raids in November, 1943, brought the 100th there, into 
gee. the British device for finding an air- 


crait's position, and instruments making it simpler to navigate to tar- 


get which on maps looked like 


having grown to jug 


Ruhr. By a bitter freak of irony, ent Ww speared thre 
tadio room of “N k 

infinitesimal fly-specks, The Eighth Bo 

ernaut size, the navigators had to make split- 
timings of group, 


metal protection of his flak vest Jed, killing him. Bill Flesh 
second wing, and division rendezvous to get 40 Webster Grove, Mo. 
groups of bombers in a long, anvil-shaped phalanx in the sky, on time 
to make rendezvous with P-4 


Reix h. N ivigators wer 


sh es te” ce after goi 

on another raid), rang the | yur t \ aieescioan shes coe 
Ts and P-38's hours later deep in the flak-hurt engine burst 
freed of all tasks except navigating, keeping 

unerringly on course through flak-free corridors which continually 
shrank. The “¢ ommand navig 
The navigators and other 
callow 


above ground, dodged hay ‘s, a ed the ¢ 


McClain, of Gadsden, Ala., »-pilot, John te Bride, 
Christi, looked out from the cripple I Ic and saw 
waffe waiting for the kill. L 


couldn't fire, the w 


ators” had prodigious responsibilities. 
airmen, brief years before, had been the 
>w younger generation that—son people said—had “gone to 
pot,” caring only for sp¢ and their juke-box hangouts: now, that 

generation defended a nation (if not the whole world) and not the took ura 


| jive sands. y > i ix} i i 
bleat of jive bands, but the music of cannon and flak, whitled in frenzy enabling Me 
about their heads, 


Over Dusseldorf, “Big Joe” 
“Boys, we've really located } 
The 100th had flown parallel to the 
flak was thick, clouds mantled the 
instruments failed to function, 
good target. Through £ 
moth factory, anc 


Armanini let out a shout: The camaraderie of 
»ig game!” all, with palms cupy 
Rhine towards Cologne, the 

“primary,” and the blind-bombing 
so the 100th crui 
aps in the clouds, “BR 


1 his imagination ran riot, 


was the despair of those wh anted Ive up ty lly wood tr 
tions. The gunners felt gr 


their pilots, whe told 
sed around to espy a thei 


men, “If it com nat. PU nes 1 until I'm daraned sure 
the last one of you is 
horse,” Crew Chief Wall 


ig Joe” spotted a mam- 
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a remark by Tom Reilly, the pilot, “She handles like a racehorse.” 
Reilly, was “Spike,” Co-Pilot George Kinsella, “Feet,” 


* in remembrance 
of when he 


dazzled the crew with a fastidious shoe-shine; Navigator 
Ed Higham was “Heat,” because of prickly heat suffered on one 
flight; Bombardier Curtis Martin was “Bombs Away,” and the gun- 


ners, Bill Ickes, Tom Tribble, Bill Wilson, and Charles Lottes, were 
“The Trigger Boys.” 


John Flar 
to Thorpe Abbotts in November, 1] 
Strang, of Munhall, Pa,, had 
named “Big Dick” 


an, of Watertown, N.Y., piloted “Royal Flush” back 


943, after his tail gunner, Jack 
a frost-bitten ear, and an American P-47 
scattered the enemy that had strutted around. 
“Red” Bowman heard of the incident, and jested: “Goes to show, even 
a Royal Flush can use the help of an ace!” 

A rain squall, in a 30-1 tile cross wind, blotted out the runway at 
Thorpe Abbotts. Frank Granack, of Hammond, Ind., had flown back 
100 miles from Kiel, Jan. 5, 1944, his ship tatterdemalion from flak 
hits had vibrated cony ulsively because of a bad engine; to lighten the 
ship, two gunners, George Christian of Maspeth, N.Y., and Ed Harrel, 
of Monticello, Fla., tossed equipment into the channel, and a radio 


SOS was tapped out by Grant Scott, of El Cerrito, Cal. Granack, 
over the field, radioed the control tower: 


“Coming in on an engine and a half! Here I come!” 
He and his co-pilot, Bob Dunham, of Orinda, Cal., fish-tailed the 
25 ton ship into the cross wind and dived through the rain, at 105 


miles and hour, close to stalling speed, to land safely. The next day, 
the crew decided on the name, “Old Vibration.” 


Henington’s crew had given up h 
The ene my had knocked out two engines and shredded the tires, but 


masterful flying by pilot and co-pilot, John Stephens, of Brookings, 
$.D.. brought the ship back 


ope of coming back from Paris. 


“I'm a man who's ral 


ad to see England!” 
Brown, right waist 


ac knowledged Glenn 
Eunner, while his pal, Harold Stearns, engineer, 
added appreciatively ; 

“And if it wasn’t so d 


amned muddy, I'd kiss it!” 
Twenty attacks were staged by enemy planes on “Shack Rat,” dur- 
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pilot of the 350th who finished) 


, and Bucky Elton, command pilot, 
whose weight, | 


vecause of too many sleepless nights, had come down to 
103 pounds. The gunners. G orge Rudden, Jim Brown, Charles 
Sprague, Albert Freitas, Steve Bosser, and Delbert Barnhart. escaped 
injury from the flak. The control cables in the cockpit dangled “like 
confetti at a Mardi Gras.” A two-pound chunk of flak had thumped 
his chest, but Bucky wasn’t hurt, because a moment before he had 


picked up a flak suit, and strete hed the flexible steel garment upwards 
to cover his chest, 


At interrogation, Buc ky told about the flak vest. “Luckiest pick-up 
I ever made!” he exe laimed. 
The 1001 


h lost only six crews from Munster to the end of January, 
tron coming through unscathed. Elton flew to St. Nazaire, 
Trondheim, Bordeaux, Hamm, and led the 100th, miles away from 
the remainder of the F ighth Air Force, to bomb 
and a bridge at Bremen. 


On the rocket coast, Mar. 25, 1944, an 88 mm. shell hit the bottom 
of the 


= radio room of the ship flown by John Gibbons, of St. Marys, 
Kan., and Co-Pilot Bob Dykeman, of Canoga Park, Cal. 
hole, 7 by 12 feet, in the fuselage, 


twisted wreckage, then fell to eternity through the hole, while two 

gunners, Myron Ettus, of Dobbs Fy try, N.Y., and Frank Bushmeir, of 

Terrace Park, O., were blown off their feet. 
In the most successful miss 

100th, Feb 


Elton’s squac 


hangars, barracks, 


tearing a 
The radio operator held on the 


ton of the Eighth up to that time, the 
aft plants at Posen and Stettin, led by 
fiery, impeccably-dressed Ollie Turner, command pilot; C. A. Janssen, 


pilot; Jim “Cagney” ( athey bombardier, and F. D, Fuller, nav igator. 
The same month, in the fierce 


hattle at Brunswick, the 100th was not 
hit. 


20, bombed aircr 


The crews hegan to ask: “When do we go to Big B?” 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THE STORY OF THE CENTURY 


to shoot up over the control tower to “s« rub,” or cancel. the Terry, my 
... the ships took off, one by one. into the snowy morning 
ng over the runway wet and slick. pilots and co-pilots craned 
ir necks t« 


find a cli 


then I will be | 


va: 


lift the 25-ton monsters in the air, where clouds formed 
t canopy at 25,000 feet and vapor trails made by whirling propelk 
added to the hazards, The Eishth Air Force turned back to the ait 
lromes in East Anglia. except for the 95th group and 11 ships of the 
Bloody Hundredth. all fr: m the 


350th squadron, except one of the 


: Intrepidly, the force flew towards “Big B,” and with 
ind Spitfires nearby, “pathfinder” markers were dropped 

low on western Berlin, and the 100th saw part of the 
em and a wooded area on the west of the capital visible 


through the clouds, The Luftwaffe rose. Harold Stearns fired his top 
turret at an Me. 109, the 
Berlin. 

Magee Fuller, tall, easy foing, with close-c ropped hair, who later 
was C.0. of the 418th, commanded the group, flying with H. G. De 
vore, and his e ere those of Lts. Mark Cope, M. V. Wilson, J. P 
Gibl » D. S. Pearson, Randy Chadwick. F. J. Malooly, and four 
a 20 down two days later. Frank Granack, J. Lauten 

gomery, and G. W. Brannan. About 30 of the 

ers said, “The P-S1's saved the day.” 

been on the all-Bristol county team it 

r Moses Brown school, had been ambitious 

al engineering college. but Nc v. 1, 1943, found him 


vardier with the LO0th. Sunday nicht, Mar 5, 1944, 
otter was writing V-mail 


first German shot down by an American over 


Monty 


to attend a chemi 


fly as a boml 


eutae: “England, 3-5-4, 
ae ear Mother, Well, today is Sunday and I am sitting in the club. 
We did not have a raid today, but it ; 


and practiced bombing all afternoon. ! had a very good day, I guess 


that is why I fee well, Oh, Mom, I y ant you to look carefully in 
the Gazette, and the Bost papers, because 


write-up over the St. Omer raid. Jt 


as such a nice day we went up 


they gave our crew a 


starts off about Lt. W illiam A. 
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top and nose turrets were knocked out, the ball gunner unconscious, 
and oxygen crippled. As bombs were jettisoned, the crew made last- 
second preparations for bailing out, or whatever befell. The can- 
nonade grew in fury around the ships of Al Amiero, Bob Koper, Ed 
Handorf, and others, and gunners peered out at a preposterous 
battle. Using the sun’s glare or shelter of clouds to hide their frantic 
maneuvers, the Luftwaffe queued up, 40 fighters or more, and came 
in while other Me’s and FW’s fought in teams of from three to 20. 

An FW pilot, dead or spiteful, collided with the vertical fin of 
“Nelson King.” flown by Jack Swartout, 35]1st “ops” officer, the 
B-group commander, and Lauro, knocking the ship from formation. 


Dick Helmick flew on their wing for mutual defense, but a flaming 
bomber lunged dowt 


1, forcing Helmick to leave, Failing to squeeze 
into a spot with anot 


her group, “Nelson King” faced a solitary battle 
as it peeled out to head for T horpe Abbotts. 


Bob Koper order his crew to “bail,” and was alone in his ship 


when it blew up. Merril Rish. y hose fuselage burned, stuck close to 
the formation but after a lapse of seconds his ship exploded, he and 
his co-pilot inside. At 12:15 p.m., after a quarter hour of battle 
two ships at 23,000 feet in the vicinity of Dummer Lake went down 
—Radtke, with two engines and radio knocked out, and a bomb-bay 
fire, and Lautensc hlager. The latter ordered “bail out!”, and as the 
last to leave. leared the tail as the ship blew up. Stryjeski’s heroic day 


was done, his last seconds | Spent watching the earth come up, 


veing 
for his parachute fail 


ed to open. 
The crew bailed from George 
riddled several of them with mac 


A few U.S. fighters foug 


Brannan’s ship, and Germans 
hine gun slugs as they floated down. 
ht in the vicinity, some 1] P-47’s at the 
start, of which three were shot down, but the eight others claimed 
11 Luftwaffe planes annihilated. One P-47 tailing an FW190 through 
the formation was all the support observed by some crews. 
The Luftwaffe deceitfully used U 
ployed by the escort to dupe the 
hensively may have withhe 


-S. markings and m 
gunners, 
Id their fire a P 


aneuvers em- 
some of whom appre- 
Tecious second, as the 
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- an hour and 13 minutes after the fight had begun, 

f Berlin appeared. Some 17 bombers, between 11:59 
12:45 p.m., went down from the 100th and nearby 


Lacy, and several other ships had salvoed their bombs 

n Berlin from ships of Helmick, R. J. Shoens, R. Chad- 

van, John Gibbons, J. A. Harrison. F. J. Malooly, 

gan, D, S. Pearson, M. V. Wilson, and Devore-Elton. The 
wered in their shelters, the fires of hate within them 


the men who brought disaster on wings to the joyless, 


ifter “bombs away,” the 100th flew without evasive 

teries opened up, and at 1:15 p-m., when the forma- 
away from “Big B,” flak hit one of Granack’s engines, and 
vake a run for it,” Me’s and FW’s pursued, two of 

t down by George Chris ian’s tail guns and Lloyd 
Rogers’ ball turret g 
Ed Harrel, waist eu; 


them 


:s killed Grant Scott, radio man, while 


was wounded. 


thought. “Where did these Germans get so many 


T engines out, the pilot 


ordered. “bail out!”, and the crew, 
which included St 


irns, who shot down the first foe over Berlin, 
The fighter that « 
turn shot de 


jumped. > Granack the finishing blow was in 


Jerry Felsenstein Devore’s co-pilot, who was 
fly 


lict, the Me’s came at 1:39 p.m., but, tardily 
enemy passes which lasted 


1 reached the North Sea. Sam Barrick 
1 ship to Sweden. T 


+ against sporadic 
Hundredt} 


> erry’s “Terry of the Pirates,” 
4 <0 mm. shell which exploded inside, the whole 
ire and the crew bailed out, 


the survivors seeing 
n the ground, 


» landing , Thorpe 


Abbotts spewed red-red 


losing ken the brunt 


_" but in z 5 
missing. “Nelson Kir, in all, 15 were 


ing flight, came back and 
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cheduled, 


Mar h &. the see 4 1 le 
“6 i ’ ° ” ; Bi agrees 
Are Those Fools Trying to Kill Us All? watched the curtain slide b 
map led straight to Berliz 
John” felt petrihea. this 1 
“Oh, when the flak is poppin’, C. 0, had a ment 
With fighters all around, ts 
Don't send my boy to Berlin, 
Just leave him on the ground.” 


An Airman’s Lament ould be 


the 100th gr 

on the enc 
Covonex JOHN” BENNETT had been a lucky 
leader, for like Harding before him, he always led to help morale 
when the 100th flew back to a target which had been “rough,” like 
Schweinfurt and Regensburg, and he admitted, “It used to cause me 
to sweat like hell!” One blessing of the 100th, nothing turned out 
to be “rough” when he was along on a raid. On both March 4 and 6, 
the bombs fell astray from the Bosch plant near Potsdam. Tuesday, 
March 7, the weather was bad, and the Bloody Hundredth had a 
chance to lick its wounds; then, at 10 p-m., the base was alerted, 


and “Colonel John” knew that the target was again “ 


Big B,” and 
it was with incredulity that he looked at the route as it was teletyped 
in. What sort of n 


ockery was this? .. , the same route over which 
the 100th had flown March 6! The ° ” officer, Col. Kidd, in a rage, 


cursed the higher command for their folly. 
“What are those fools trying to do, kill us all?” 
Exasperated, Bennett called wing head 
is terrible after Monday’s losses, 


on this raid...” 


quarters: “Our morale here 
and I'm afraid everyone will ‘abort’ 
: but orders were reiterated—the 100th would fly 
to Berlin. The C. O. asked to lead the wing himself, feeling that the 
least he could do was to fly with the boys when they 


grievously needed 
encouragement, When the 100th had an ea 


sy target or a short mis- 
48 
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The 100th admired that formation, which pulled to the been hit by fighters 
to Berlin, and the g 


“A beautiful sight,” came exclamations over VHF. The U. S. air fe ig 
The fighters wheeled in a diving turn and came in head-on through over eastern Berlin, a 
the 45th wing, knocking five down on the first pass, for again the Hermann Goering 
Luftwaffe had fooled the bombers by copying tactics of the U. S. 

fighters. The leader of the 45th Wing was undergoing such punish 

ment that he became lost, and Bennett, perplexed should he take 

the lead?—checked with Bull, who said the 45th Wing had led the 

Eighth beyond the point 50 miles south of Berlin, where it should 

have made a left turn to bomb “Big B.” The lead of the whole air 

force had its drawback, as the enemy always sought to knock out 

the pace-setter. 


Never-to-be-forgotten was the 100th brutal mauling two days 
before, but March 8 took an inspiring turn as the 100th, “bloody 


but unbowed,” took leadership of the air force forfeited by the 
45th Wing 


Majestically, 15 crews who had stuck it out with “Colonel John” 
leading the mighty power that America was able to throw against 
the citadel of its greatest enemy looked down at Berlin, a tre- 
mendous place stretched out for miles, on this first daylight visual 
raid and saw other wings and divisions, magnificently arrayed 
behind, as the leading ships turned for the bomb run, the Eighth 
Air Force following the group that had been “wiped out” two days 
before! 

Materializing out of nowhere w 


as an impressive sight, the “Little 
Friends,” the tiny Mustan 


gs (no mistaking, this time) had flown 600 
miles on o ngine to protect their “E 


g Friends” from the “bandits,” 
with the great fighter group C. 0." 


timmerman, Graham, Cum- 


mings, Mason, Gabreski, and Schilling, out for the occasion. 


A wry thought came to the 100th’s leader on the bomb run: 
“A man is a damn fool who sits up here in a big tin can with 
three tons of TNT, and 2,000 gallons of high oc tane gasoline, and 


49 me eS —_ had 
let’s somebody thro firecrackers at him! Chapman, who had 
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Sparky's Last Raid 


Hank DIBBERN, a co-pilot, kept a battle diary. 
The following is Dibbern’s account of the raid, March 18, 1944, to 
Augsburg: 

Sparky Meyers bounded up with that sharp character salute. 
“How ya this morning,” he asked me, and I said, “Not bad, Sparky, 
how’s the Swoon Crooner of the ETO?” Sparky went into his song, 
2 parody on “Apple Blossom Time”: 


“T'll be with you, in for-or-mation time, 
I'll be with you, to taxi down the line! 
Away up in the blue, 
The Big-Ass bird, and you . . .” 


Fog was thick and muggy over the field, and we saw the yellow- 
yellow flares from the control tower. A delay. We were to lead 
the ships from the 100th to rendezvous with the 95th. 

“Splasher six won't be working for four minutes after take off,” 

“—Fred Robertson—our navigator, reminded our pilot, Clem- 


van asked: “Everything O. K. around the ship, Heinie?” and 
Harold Heyneman, the bombardier answered, “Roger, ready to go.” 
The tower announced, “O.K. to take off, 723.” 
“Roger,” said Cowan. 

id. “Here we go, boys.” The takeoff was smooth, and 
we just cleared the radio tower at the end of the runway, the fog 
thinner than we expected. 

Cowan asked me, “Hear anything about Fireball Red over VHF?” 
“Not a thing. yet.” Climb, climb, climb .. . splasher six, 90 
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degrees, 12,000, 14,000, Over VHF, someone said, “Fireball Red, 
will you fire a flare, please?” but we saw no flares. The VHF said 
again, “Hell, Fireball Red high, we are now at altitude minus 8.” 
I told Cowan they must be about 10,000 feet. Morgan and Moore 
were in position on our wings, while Stout led the element coming 
behind. Cowan began a letdown, 14,000 to 13,000 feet, and asked, 
“See any flares?” 

“Over there at 9 o'clock, see “em, red-green?” J replied. 

“O.K., keep track of ‘em.” 

The groups milled around in the haze, prop-wash here and there, 
wham, bam! we were in prop-wash. The 95th was lead, and 390th 
high, and we moved slowly into position. The group and wing looked 
ragged as we left the coast, the sun beamed down, and visibility was 
good on the ground. Cowan and I switched, and flying from the 
pilot's seat, I asked, “What's that up ahead, Heinie?” 

“Wing of B-17’s ahead of us.” 

“Anybody see any fighters?” 

The tail gunner answered: “None here, none on the tail.” 

“Keep your eyes open.” I said, and switched back to VHF. 
“Fireball Green to Fireball Red,” it said, “check your airspeed.” 

“Roger, Fireball Green.” 

“All Fireball ships from Fireball Leader, latest wind is minus 
20, minus 10, repeat. latest wind is minus 20, minus 10, over.” 
Another climb to bombing altitude, mist in front of us, but no 
Jerries, yet, anyway. The wing leader called again: “Hello, Fireball 
Red from Fireball Able, I am going to drop 2,000 feet; do you have 
that? How about you, Fireball Green?” 

“itoger, Red.” 

“Roger, Green.” 

Down we came, leveling off at 19.500 feet, and I was thankful 
for this wing leader we had; flak could reach us better at this level, 
but at least we didn’t have to fight the weather. 1 looked down—some 
of the hills, towns, and valleys looked familiar; in the distance, I 
saw heavy snow over the ground, Germany. 

“We're at the IP now, Heinie,” I said 
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SPARKY'S LAST RAID 

“Three-five-zero,” Robin said. 

“Roger.” 

I looked at the hole in the windshield. The bullet, a 20 mm., 
had ripped through my bullet-proof glass, and out Cowan’s side, 
tearing gaping holes in the metal just above Cowan's windshield. 

“Take three-six-zero,” Robin said, in a moment. 

Cowan said, “Roger.” 

In front of me I saw the field; we banked sharply to the right, 
and we were on the downwind leg. We let wheels down, and turn- 
ing on the final approach, Cowan tagged Mur:ay Holditch, the engi- 
neer. who fired six double red flares—the signal for wounded men 
on board 

“Tower, my brakes are out, my brakes are out,” Cowan radioed. 
As we rolled off the end of the runway to a stop, the ambulance was 
coming, and Chaplain Teska came running. 

“Chaplain, our radio man, Sparky Meyers,” I said. 

“What happened?” asked the chaplain. 

“20 mm. in his back.” The medic GI’s came with stretchers, and 

parky was carried out, covered with a blanket, dead. 1 he force of 
this realization was terrific—I was enraged at Jerry. our enemy, and 
anyone who made us fight. Why did he have to be taken? What 
was the Lord’s plan? Later Heinie told me about Sparky’s last 
minute, “The little son-of-a-bitch, he was on his back when I got 
in the radio room; he motioned to his face, saying, ‘oxygen,’ so I 
put the mask on his face, then I rolled him over. Stoppel was there 
to help. Don’t every think Stoppel hasn't got guts! Sparky had a 
big hole in his back—where the bullet must have exploded . . . he 
vas bleeding terribly, and then I noticed a big piece of meat, sud- 
denly I realized it belonged in the hole. It made me sick for a 
minute. I tried to stop the blood, and I knew the pain was killing 
rphine out, and ned it. I took his arm, 

| poked it in—draining as much as | could out 
of the capsule, then Sparky, just before passed out, looked up at 
and I tried 
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Well, we finally got the bleeding stopped, strapped him in the 
blankets, and laid him on his stomach. He was hit at 1523, and I 
felt his pulse go out at 1600. I had his hand at the time, counting 
his pulse—thump, thump, thump, then it stopped, Been a long time 
since I cried, but hell, let’s forget it.” Sparky had used an ammo 
box in his radio room to reach his gun, and he was up on that box 
when he was hit. 

Sparky was buried in the Cambridge American Military cemetery, 
March 21, 1944, Chaplain Teska officiating. Nine crew buddies were 
there to stand testimony that Sparky will not be forgotten—and 
there were nine lumps in nine throats as taps were sounded. Chaplain 
said, “He gave his life that free nations might exist.” 

Somehow I could hardly hear the chaplain. Something went 
running through my brain, Sparky’s voice, 


“Pll be with you, in for-or-mation time, 
I'll be with you...” 


I looked around in the « emetery. There were white crosses almost 
as far as I could see, 


The Coming of Colonel “Jeff” 


The navigator is a drunk, 
He took his training in his bunk; 
He shot a wing-light for a star, 
And we don’t know where in hell we are! 


—An Airman’s Lament 


To CONSOLE the Bloody Hundredth after Berlin, 
Gen. Doolittle came for a visit; some of the fliers lost their venera- 
tion of rank due to the elbow-bending at the bar and gathered around 
the illustrious man, with Capt. Forsythe speaking up, wanting the 
general to give him a P-51, after all, he had plenty. Doolittle 
ignored him. 

Forsythe felt a taunt arising, especially since it seemed the 
“high brass” always flew in the co-pilot's seat and took the glory. 
“Say, General,” he quipped, “who was your PILOT on the Tokio 
raid?” 

At that, Doolittle choked on his drink, and screamed: 

“Well, I'll be a son-of-a-gun, son,” motioning to his command 
wings, “what do you think THESE are, lapel pins!” 

The March 8 commander, “Colonel John,” whom fliers called 
“Maw,” or “Grandmaw,” when he wasn’t around, got the Silver Star 
for “superb judgment and gallantry” for the Erkner job, and kept 
the secret of his combat raids from his family, having learned to 
fly with the Texas National Guard at San Antonio, and his best leads 
included Regensburg, Feb. 25, Le Culot, Belgium, April 27, Brussels, 
May 25, and Schweinfurt, July 19. 

The droll colonel was a stickler for VHF procedure, and over 
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Schweinfurt. while the 100th was in a quagmire of flak, some jocular 
pilot popped up on the VHF channel: 

“Fireball Able, are you firing black-black flares?” 

“No,” came the retort from Bennett's lead ship, “that is NOT 
black-black flares,”—then, in a slow Texas accent, “that... is... 
FLAK!” 

One pilot nettled him with another VHF query: “Fireball Able, 
my No. 1 engine is on fire, what shall I do?” 

est.” drawled the leader, “that you put out the fire!” 
while to nonsensical questions, “Colonel John’s” admonition, “That 
is your problem, not mine; I repeat, that is your problem,” became a 
by-word. 

Bob Peel, who “went down” with Knight, Dahlgren on Swartout’s 
lead crew, George Morgan on Mason's crew, and the great Armanini, 
later Third Division bombardier, were among the best bombardiers 
in the first months, while “Fearless Freddie”—so called because of his 
reckless jeep driving—Chapin, Tom Barrett, Reuben South, and 
others starred later. It took consummate skill, like standing on a 
chimney-top to drop pebbles on an ant crawling on the ground 
below, to be a bombardier, and within their fingertips these men 
held the success of a raid. A new “C. 0.” Col. Bob Kelly, of 
Bethesda, Md., who arrived at Thorpe Abbotts the week before, 
stood up at briefing April 28, 1944, and with him the “evasive 

which the bombers used to outsmart (sometimes) the flak 
was a sore point. for he rightly believed it often ruined the 
* bombardiers, and he wanted desperately to make bomb- 
Cherbourg was the target. Kelly said: “There'll be no 
on the bomb run,” and at the last 

ff the command pilot's position; the 

Swartout when both Barker and Fitzgerald 

of Boise, Idaho, was pilot, and 

Lakin had come back 

} with one engine afire 

promotion to first lieuten 

Barr and Cowboy 
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Roane. and his am! 


boy in Lexington. 


th trim 
39h air 


j 1 } ruts de 7 
executive to ¢ and the x he h guts, and once, 


when the rest of the Eig turned back. venturesomely led the 


100th alone en route to Poland. and a radio order was sent to bring 
the Bloody Hundredth home. He wasn’t foolhardy, but a firm, 
meticulous disciplinariar de 6 reign « arding. the airmen 
had mobbed the bar after raids, i disheveled dress, but the 
new commander s and . the ways of morale, 
directed that a be built for the enliste nand gave his blessings 
for a 200-mission rT ree lonel 1 te correct the 
22-ship 
, and 
never 36 ships 
Ventrixs came with 
mbar I 100th’s affable lead 
lthe C. O 

“Colonel John” onee stuck h ad ir room, where the €. 0 

was lecturing crews. and said waggishl nan on The phone 
says his name .. . for the cal o be aure, was 


Gen. LeMay 


an surge to fly one j denel Jeff picked ont a 


and noticed it har ugyi in the air, because of heavy 


plate and flak ve in the sh and later, grumbled to the 
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pilot, “Dillie, when I pull the nose of your ship up, nothing happens— 
it just won't rise up in the air.” 

; , Colonel.” agreed Dille, “but it sure descends fast!” 

Somber were its chronicles and bloody its escutcheon after the 
100th had flown to Regensburg, Bremen, Munster, and Berlin, and 
fresh but harried crews that came to Thorpe Abbotts already were 
jittery and “flakked-up” about prospects of long life with the Bloody 
Hundredth. At Bovington and Stone, replacement: pools, the dark 
notoriety of the 100th was impressed on the new crews, and those 
bound for Thorpe Abbotts tossed their bags on trucks at the Diss 
station, scaled atop the luggage, and surveyed the sights on the wind- 
ing road meandering five miles to the Thorpe Abbotts field. Typical 
of those who rubbed their hands gleefully when the neophytes arrived 
were Glenn Rake’s co-pilot, Drysdale, and “Pappy” Cummings. The 
word, “Let's flak ‘em up!” went around. 

Drysdale’s flakking-up sermon went, “Boys, the flak was so thick 
we put our wheels down, and just taxied over it, and then I heard 
‘em talking on VHF, saying, ‘B-17 going down in flames, FW 190’s 
coming in!’ and ‘Mars bars and co-pilots, off to the right!’” Before 
seeing Germany, many newcomers had nightmares. One “flak story” 
involving the “ghost of Eddie .....” a pilot slain at Berlin, related 
how the specter, togged in a sheet, came for nocturnal visits to the 
airmen’s quarters in Naafi hall, looking around for his next victim— 
a story “Colonel Jeff” forbade to be repeated on penalty of court- 
martial, 


To show how flak popped around their heads, the fliers gesticulated 


by putting finger-tips 


ther, flipping them out, for flak was just 
as horrendous when n 


ns were raised from 25, to 30, and to 35, 
although the Luftwaffe became scarc e, Which resulted in reducing the 
crews to nine men each with remov al of one waist gunner. 

Ralph Horne, of Brooklyn, toid his crew 
ammunition overboard to lighten the ship, lacerated by flak on a 
raid May 1, 1944, and dipped low over the Eng 
a German motor boat pursued with fusill 
A few raids later, a bomb tumbling 


to throw guns and 
lish channel, while 


ades of 20 mm. shells. 
out from a ship overhead jabbed 
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two engines out at 13,000 feet over the French coast. An ideal sea- 
landing is made by letting the tail take the water first, then the 
ship pancakes down gently the way a duck lands on water, but 
“Torchy” was too damaged to handle, and Stout ploughed with a 
walloping impact into the channel, where the crew scrambled into 
the dinghis—the radio operator, Dougherty, forsaking a good-luck 
swagger stick which he had carried on many raids. Seconds passed, 
“Torchy” still floated, and the radio man mused: 

“Maybe Id better go back in there and get that stick!” 

Having been afloat 35 minutes, the ship sank. 

“Well, maybe I better hadn't.” Dougherty hedged. 

A British air-sea rescue boat picked up Stout's crew, which in- 
cluded Chet Polak, bombardier, Bob Nelson, navigator, and gunners, 
Paul Calkin, Daniel Green, Bernard McDermott, and Charles Lynch. 

The C. Os, Elton. of the 350th, Turner, 351st. Blakely, 418th, 
and Barr, 349th, revitalized their squadrons after March 6. May 19, 
two P-51’s dived impulsively, and disbanded a clutch of 25 of the 
Luftwaffe, wherewith the enemy used “tail-pecker” and “sisters” act” 
attacks on the 100th. On May 24, Turner and Capt. Stanley Clark 
led to Berlin, and 24 opponents, after gyrating, at 10:30 a.m., hit 
the low squadron, and R. G. Roder, Martin Hoskinson, and Henry 
Jesperson floundered through the clouds. Eight turned back, and 18 
others flew to Berlin, with Me’s and FW’s snapping viciously at 
stragglers for 45 minutes after bombs-away. A 20-year-old Jersey 
City youth, Bill McNally, in “Regal Eagle.” piloted by James Noble, 
of Ben Hill, Ga.. shot down four enemies as they came in “Indian 

” on his tail guns, Nine of 12 missing bombers of the Third 
Division bore the 100th’s Square D, and 35 men went to the airmen’s 
Valhalla, while 55 were prisoners 

The raid over, McNally (whose four victims ranked him second 
of the 100th’s gunners, behind Thornt n, who had five to his credit) 
posed for photographers, and Paul Burns, a writer, asked, “Did it 
scare you, McNally, when those fighters came i 

He grinned, “Naw!” 

The weeks left 


n?” 


P in the gunner’s life could be numbered on eight 
neers 
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13 
And Then Came D-Day 


Oh, my name is Doc McCarthy, 
And they call me. “Mac the Quack 
I'll give you your shot of whisky, 
Whenever you get back; 
If you should get clap from a toilet seat, 
Or syphilis from a glass, 
I'll take some penicillin, 
And shove it up your arm! 


An Airman’s Lament 


Srantey CLARK, a robust, jolly pilot with a cherry- 
red face, aspired to be an attorney. but after mustering in the Texas 
National Guard in 1940 (taking pre-flight at Maxwell Field, primary 
at Helena, Ark., basic at Gunter Field. and advanced at Blytheville, 
Ark.) he decided on the air corps as his career, Before he left for 
overseas in Nov., 1943, his last words to his father were: 


“Daddy, I'll be seeing you when I'm a lieutenant colonel!” 


Clark. who had the 100th’s outstanding lead crew, so good, in 
fact, it could not be wasted on anything less than a division lead— 
a dubious distinction!—finished one tour, and wrote to his father in 
San Antonio: “Just because ] put in my missions, it’s no reason for 
me to come home, we still have a war to win.” With Robertson, from 
Cowan's crew, and South, the ace bombardier, he led early path- 
finder raids to Berlin, Brux, Regensburg, Hamburg, and Russia. 

Over Augsburg, Clark was riding with a command pilot who 
blunderingly “feathered” the wrong engine—the misstep forcing 
Clark to abandon his wing lead and come back with two engines. 

M_P.’s stood glowering by the doorways of the S-2 building, at 
“ops.” and the briefing rooms, for at midnight, Thorpe Abbotts had 
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foreknowledge that D-Day, momentous, historic, was beginning, al- 
-fore-dawn skies, mist-blotched and cloudy, presaged bad 
ing weather, and mickey operators with blind-bombing instru- 


ments would be on their mettle. The lead crews of “Colonel Jeff” and 
Clark, Reeder and Francis Kincannon, and Harris and Andrew 
Gorski, scanned maps of the Normandy beach—at Quistreham. 
Bowman—*Major B’—the supple-witted raconteur, and former editor 
of the Boston Advertiser, gave a brilliant briefing, and the 42 crews 
listened closely. The knowledgable “Major B” could glance for a 


bare five minutes over information on a raid, rush in a jeep to the 
briefing room, and give a superb briefing, and as head of “S-2,” the 
intelligence section, his right hand men were “Kirk” Kirkpatrick, a 
Chieago newsman, Charley Turner, a Brooklyn school teacher, and 
a corps of briefing officers which included “Whisky Ed” Johnson, 
Jack Bauman, Eliud John Knapp, Paul Mackesey, James Shirley, 
Charles Terry, Charles Cowing, and Jimmy Bowers. 

At 2 a.m., June 6, the 42 bombers awaited take-off. It seemed 
“routine,” but many of the 400 fliers inwardly felt tense. 

1 Jeff and Clark led A group, Reeder and Kincannon led 
and Gorski, C, and D-Day crews took off: Lts. J. E. 

David, E. P. Noordyk, A. D. Elbel, A. F. Dunlap, G. H. Steussy, 
J. B. Noble, H. Rosine, D, R. McEwen, R. D. Chadwick, J. M. Shelly, 
G. A. Brewer, K. J. Dille, R. J. Schomp, E. J. Simmons, E. W. Wolf, 
J. E. Schwank, M. C. Rumley, S. T. Major, G. P. Fory, M. J. Ander- 
son, J. R. Ransom, C. W. Woldt, W. L. Greiner, J. P. Keys, W. F. 
Terminello, R. F. Lischer, W. A. Ryan, J. A. Evans, D. C. Rice, G. 
Roth, M. A. Ehorn, C. C. Gustafson, G. S. Allen, L. E. Townsend, 
C. S. Hardin, J. D. Williams, and Capts. R. V. Monrad and R. H. 
Helmick. 

At Ouistreham, the 
chasable with Amer 


rican blood, Stupendously, awesomely, the Eighth 
Air Force flew in a “ 


Wehrmacht had bastions of concrete pur- 


flying wedge” along the Normandy coast, fore- 


shadowing the ruin of Germany. At 45 seconds after 6:49 a.m. (in 
25 seconds, troops would wade out from the landing craft) the 
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100th was over Quistreham, where cloud shades hung below and 
the sky was barren of flak and Luftwaffe. 

Thrilled at the vast concourse of bombers, everyone tried to 
put in a word edgewise on the interphone of the lead ship, but George 
Pendleton (too excitable. for he alone by using his blind-bombing 
set could peer through the clouds) yelped, “Look at all those ships 
down there, boy, what a sight!” Neither Dishion nor South could 
see anything but clouds. 

Exhilarated, the 42 crews returned in mid-morning, florid with 
the spirit of comradeship with Americans who had stormed the 
beaches . . . flak and Luftwaffe be damned, the crews wanted to fly, 
for they knew they had an easy war to fight compared with the 
infantry, The weather cancelled the second D-Day raid, but in the 
afternoon, “Rosie,” who had been flying almost without surcease 
since Marienburg, before Munster, led another 24 ships out, flying 
with James Noble, to bomb at 15,000 feet a bridge back of the lines, 
where the traffic of airborne infantry in gliders being towed by C-47’s, 
B-24's, B-17’s, etc., was inspiring. Weather clearing, the fliers saw 
warships in the channel cannonading Wehrmacht troops still holding 
out, while coming back to Thorpe Abbotts. Glenn Rake, a pilot from 
Vancouver, Wash., tuned in on the BBC, and as he watched it below 
heard the BBC describe the invasion. 

Magee Fuller commanded the 100th on a post-D-Day mission to 
Normandy, flying into “the soup” at 5,000 feet, and when Fuller 
broke out at 27,000 feet he could find none be longing to his forma- 
tion, but espied five B-24’s milling about, evidently lost. 

He contacted the Liberators on the radio channel: “Come on, you 
damn B-24’s, I've got to get a group together somehow!”—so the 
makeshift formation, Fuller in his B-17 leading five B-24’s, bombed 
a railroad bridge at Tours. 

July 12, Ed McKeague, of Lock Haven, Pa., gave the bail-out 
alarm when “Miss Lollipop” was doomed by flak, and bepan a 
descent to the water. Death was always too much a kinsman with 
airmen, and McKeague’s engineer, a Texan, had frequently betrayed 
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his fears. “I know I'll never see my wife again—I just feel it, I 
won't.” 

With the abandon-ship order, the crew saw that the morose engi- 
neer had “frozen,” too terrified to move, strapped on a parachute, 
and pushed him through an escape hatch. The ball turret gunner. 
dazed by the thud of flak, was also heaved out. 

George Penman. of Brooklyn, and Bob Gallagher, of Allston, 
Mass., floated down in their ‘chutes, tossing their shoes to attract 
attention of vessels in the channel. where a minesweeper pulled the 
two gunners aboard 

The old British seadog captain asked, “Are you hurt, chaps?” 

Gallagher shook the salt water from his hair, “No, but my 
feelings are! 

The captain said, “You Yanks, you are all alike!” 

Just before the ship plunged into the water, McKeague jumped, 
with 300 feet of altitude, while the enginer and ball tarret man 
drowned, Penman and Gallagher being the only ones saved by a 
spendthrift fate. McKeague—who, some said, had become embittered 
against the 100th—died of shock and exposure. 
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Amerikanski! Amerikanski! 


Oh, he started on the bomb run, making 30 miles an hour, 
And the flak was bursting in his face; 

He looked at his co-pilot, whose face was quite a pallor, 
And the boys were seeing daylight through the waist. 


An Airman’s Lament 


P, I. MaeSWEENEY, the 100th blacksheep, once 
hopped Major Utley, the ground “exec.” on the head with a beer 
bottle, and made secret forays to the mess hall to steal eggs for the 
airmen in barracks 15. He would come back with his swag, and say: 
“If Maj’ Utley ever catches me, they'll have to pipe sunshine to me!” 

but Utley never caught him. Chuck McCormick was ring-leader 
for a band of vandals who ransacked a store-room at the Waaf-site 
where Utley stored a stock of new padded chairs, that looked nice 
in the barracks 

In a fish-gray dawn, June 21, 1944, the 100th took off with 
motley crews. including “Major B.” crew chiefs, and “Butch” 
Rovegno, engineering officer, who was always to be found sunning 
himself, and who called pilots, “You damned_throttle-jockeys.” 
Clark’s lead bomber had a cargo of bombs, and three cases of whisky. 
Page, Wolfstein, and Mathiasen were gunners on Clark’s ship. 
Contradicting Kipling, the twain would meet on the first trans- 
European shuttle, with the first stop in Russia. A blob of FW 190’s 
and Me 109’s made an oblique pass near Ruhland, in the vicinity of 
Leipzig, and P-38's lackadaisically shot down eight, as the 100th 
dropped bombs on the Ruhland oil plant and flew onward, unmolested, 
to Mirgorod, 150 miles east of Kharkov. His “Skipper II” out of 
fuel, J. D. Williams. of Muleshoe, Texas, landed’ on a field, and 
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the Russian peasants. mistaking the bomber for the enemy, cam¢ 
pell-mell with knives and scythes, scowling in Russian, “Why do 

you land on our wheatfield?” 
By good fortune, Din Gospodinoff, a gunner, of East Portchester, 
poke Bulgarian, a tongue akin to Russian, and mollified the 


“Mi Amerikanski!” 

Overjoyed, they exclaimed, “Amerikanski, Amerikanski!” 

\t Mirgorod. Red Army men didn’t comprehend the exotic U. S. 
customs—the painting of the abhorrent Nazi symbol on jackets 
but smiled at pin-up art on the noses of the ships—like Lawrence 
Townsend's “Lady Luck,” which delineated a red-head wearing 
polka-dot sarong and headlight brassiere, holding a four-leaf clover 
in the left hand and monkey wrench in the right. Isaac Golden, 
gunner, and Ludvik Svetlik, bombardier, helped to surmount the 
language barrier, as both knew a Slavic tongue, but mere words 
were no hindrance. One ace bombardier, Gearge Morgan, strolling 
with one ally from the distaff side, came upon a rivulet, where the 
girl gestured, and Morgan, acceding to her wishes, climbed aboard 
and pi hack forded the stream. ink Petrdil, a Chicago navi- 


r, entranced several girls with piano boogie-woogie, and Arnold 
an Ohioan, was perplexed by one girl’s autograph on his 
‘short-snorter,” until the felicitations were translated, “Greetings to 
\merican airman helping to free us from fascism, Lida Alida.” 
breasted Red Army women slogged right along with the 

} 


aryl rifles 


The far-sighted “Colonel Jeff” spread the word that men of the 
100th should bring canteen cups and line up to share the cache 
of whisky stored in the lead ship, wherewith ranks of the 100th 
miraculously yrew to huge pr 


ge proportions. 
The Luftwaffe } 
out the 445th ¢ 


ver Mirgoro 


ved a base at Poltava the first night, wiping 
| next day, at sundown, a Ju. 88, 
ance, cast the shadow of a coming 
100th took off to seek refuge at another 
PFF™ ship of Jeffrey and Clark had a 
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nture in taking off. While their ship stood out in the middle 
rod runway, the crew, which included Robertson, Pendle- 
th, and Dishion, whiled the time away at cards and a few nips. 
yon the ominous roar of the Germans was heard overhead, and as 
flares inated the runway, bombs crunched, and the Russians 
the din—too good a show to mizs. Pendleton grabbed a 
ket, disdained the trenches, and lay on his back near the run- 
s the bombs fell. Undamaged, the lead ship flew to Krivoi Rog. 
» 100th to fly several days later to Italy, bombing the 
t Drohobyez. Poland, en route. 
of “Colonel Jeff” and Clark, and of Kincannon, led 
. A. Evans, D. C. Riee, Simmons, J. E. Schwank, R. F. 
Townsend, C. S. Harding. G. S. Allen, K. J. Dille, 
G. H. Steussy. J. E. David, A. D. Elvel, E. W. Wolf, 
C. C. Gustafson, T. H. Kemp, J. D. Williams, R. Cuming, 
ansom, J. P. Rogers, J. S. Farcht, R. H. Helmick, and Chuck 
d Chadwick, the last two having been forced down near 
on the hop to Russia. 
The group flew out of Italy over Jugoslavia to bomb rail yard 
at Arad, Rumania. “Butch” Rovegno. manning a nose gun, saw a 
tiny bit of flak which had torn through the fuselage lodged near his 
f ind noticed that it had four numbers on it, one digit less than 
the last four on his serial number. 
He exhorted Buck Mason. his pilot, “Let's get the hell out of 
here—the next one has my number on it! 
Eventually South, who had done wonderful bombing with Clark's 
, Teturned to “the States,” and was given a physical examination. 
who told him, “Say, you are worthless as a bombardier, 
. Your eyes are 20.40!"—didn’t know that South had “creamed” 
targets all over Europe. 
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“Did You Ever See Such Big, 
Black, Loud Flak?” 


We're going on a mission, we know we'll all be back, 

We don't mind the fighters, and we don’t mind the flak; 
For we're the 100th bomb group, tried and true, 

We're going up into the blue, 
We're going on a mission, and we know we'll be back. 


An Airman’s Lament 


Mins MMER came. and Armageddon was a vil- 
lage named St, Lo; at Thorpe Abbotts, the Stars and Stripes and the 


London papers were propped against the cups on the tables in the 


mess halls. The stalemate was the cue for airpower, and the airmen 
relished the prospect of missions against the front lines, “milk runs,” 
no Berlin. no “Happy Valley.” just Germans quaking in their fox- 
holes, clawing the earth, the cadence of bomb bursts driving them to 
the brink of insanity or surrender. “Major B” read the message sent 
from Gen. Eisenhower 


“It is urgent that we get the hombs on the battle line. because 
Patton is set for a break-through.” 


July 24. 1944. the 100th, 42 ships strong, was ready for St. Lo, 
and over the channel, bomb bay doors open, the bombers were 
forced down to 14,000 feet. from where, realizir ¢ the weather had 
made it ible to bomb, “Colonel Jeff” led the 100th back to base 

A road linked St. Le nother village. Periers; within a rec- 
tangle running parallel and south of the 
entrenched, with | 


road, the Germans had 
ops some 300 yards to the north of the 
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road. The bombing plan included a tenuous 300 yard “bomb safety 


line” in front of the troops, marked by red smoke at two-minute 
intervals between zero hour at 12:30 p.m., minus five, until zero hour. 

July 25, the 100th flew with the 1,450-bombers-strong task force 

bomb the front lines. The air was bumpy, smoke and haze of 
hattle covered no-man’s-land, and halfway down the bomb run, eyes 
ff the Fortress men were diverted to a B-24 off to the right headed 
back towards the channel. and, ringed by flak, it rolled over, a ball 


id shout came over VHF: “Hold your bombs, you're drop- 
wrt!” Bombs. which didn’t take sides. killing Germans and 
Americans with equal impunity, were falling, 38 of the 100-pounders 
from each ship, taking fleeting seconds to disgorge from the bays. 
The bombardier in the 100th’s vanguard ship. flown by “Rosie” and 
M. A. Ehorn, non-plussed when he saw smoke on the battlefield, 
withheld his bombs, dropping in the rear of the German foxholes. 
while the 100-B commander. although admonished to the contrary, 
rdered his bombardier to “drop.” and 100-C followed suit. 

As the battlefield below suffused smoke and haze, the 100th 
wheeled to the right, parallel to the St. Lo-Periers road, and in the 
turn. Townsend's ship in B greup was hit by flak. Others in B 
group watched Townsend bail out through the navigator’s hatch in 
a delayed jump. his ship flying on for some minutes. Part of the 
Pow crew, oa the last raid of their tour, came down in the 
American zone. the pilot landing among the Germans. 

Beads of sweat on their faces, transient scars made by tight- 
fitting oxvgen masks on cheekbones. and in their arms the A-3 bags 
containing parachutes and other impedimenta of warfare, the fliers 
lumped dejectedly, chagrined, into the interrogation room, many 

¢ that the bombs had swirled down into the forbidden zone 
U.S. troops waited; the infantry was hot under the collar 

out it. The L00th’s “strike photoes” taken as the bombs fell, showed 
the B and C bombs on the U. S. side of the St. Lo-Periers road, and 
A's in the rear of the Wehrmacht. The vituperation and wrangling 
continued, but “Major B.” chief of intelligence for the 100th, was 
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told by Eighth Air Force Hq. that the Bloody Hundredth had been 
“definitely” exonerated in the St. Lo bombing presumably, B and 
C bombs had fallen in nu-man’s-land but did not kill any Americans; 
however, some who flew on the raid were not convinced. 

August 7, the 100th led the Eighth and Ninth Air Forces to St. 
Sylvain, Normandy, not far from Caen, where the Wehrmacht had 
bogged down the British and Canadians. “Colonel Jeff” summoned 
Lt. Phil Scott: “The ship is yours, ‘Scotty, I’m going along for the 
ride—I'll just answer the ‘telephone. 3 

By “telephone” the C. O. meant the VHF—the call signals on 
which would be “Elland K King,” and the authenticator, “Tarheel,” 
for the task force lead ship of “Colonel Jeff” and “Scotty,” while 
Major Joe Zeller, flying with Clark’s former co-pilot, Ehorn, led 
100-B. It was smooth flying, “til the 100th turned to make the bomb 
run at 12,000 feet, when German 88's began rampantly to throw up 
the flak, through which the 100th flew for 17 minutes. possibly the 
most harrowing flak ever encountered anywhere by any air force. 

“Fearless Freddie” Chapin, of Parkchester, Bronx, who had 
come to combat to avoid a court-martial brewing in “the States,” was 
the lead bombardier in “Patriotic Patty,” and though never inside 


a Fortress before his first raid, he subsequently flew 15 group leads. 
Over St. Sylvain, flak pierced through Chapin’s leg, and as blood 
poured down to his shoes, Dishion, command navigator, and Koury, 
navigator, tried to aid the 21-year-old bombardier. But “Fearless 
Freddie” shook his head. As the blood oozed, his attention was 


fixed on bombing, for it was precisely 12:30 p.m., time for “bombs- 
away.” 


and he aimed the bombs on regimental headquarters of the 
Wehrmacht. 

Twice, John Keys, of Elizabethton. Tenn.. had flown through close 
scrapes at Leipzig, and Berlin, but the St. Sylvain flak struck off the 
tail of Keys’ ship, which went into a steep dive. A flak burst hurt Ed 
Lindsay, of Los Angeles, co. pilot, and “Granpappy” Griffin, of Coin, 
la., bombardier, in the ship flown by Charles Streed, of Glendale, Cal., 


and wincing with pain from a deep wound on the right hip, Lindsay 
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“DID YOU EVER SEE SUCH BIG, BLACK, LOUD FLAK?” 


used a pocket knife to cut loose his clothing so a banc 
applied, jesting: 

“Boy, when this war is over, I'm g ack to California and 
grow oranges the size of Texas waterme 

Streed called Griffin, “Bombard 

The thud of flak had dazed him, bu 
Pm ( ¥ 

“Colonel Jeff.” back from St. Sylvain. called Streed into the 
5-2 room, where the C. O. was drinking a mug of coffee, and said, as 
the pilot entered: 

“Streed, did you ever see such BIG, BLACK, LOUD, flak in all 


your life?”—his hands trembling slightly as set down his 


nug, 


When Streed noticed that, he didn’t feel so bad, because he was 
shaking himself. 
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Who Bombed Thorpe Abbotts? 


Now, he called up the leader, said, “There’s bandits in the air, 
Is this message of mine understood?” 

Fireball Leader said, “Close up the formation, 
Let’s make the old 100th look good!” 


An Airman’s Lament 


Tae PILOT Allen had an engine afire after takeoff 
from Thorpe Abbotts, and the remainder of the 100th was held on 
the ground while he maneuvered for a landing; as he was on his 
final approach, “Colonel John” Bennett picked up the mike at the 
control tower to order the group to begin takeoff. 

Allen radioed for instructions to salvo his bombs, the orders 
being reiterated, but because of chatter on the VHF channel Allen 
couldn't get them straight. When he repeated the instructions to 
the tower, it sounded as though he intended to bomb Thorpe Abbotts. 

At critique after the mission, “Colonel John” got up: “Who was 
the dope who wanted to bomb Thorpe Abbotts?” 

Allen, red in the face. sprang up, and retorted: “Colonel, sir, | 
would have heen on the ground clear of the runway in a minute, 
if some fool hadn't cut in on the radio and screwed the whole 
thing up.” 

The colonel looked up sharply at the pilot 

“Oh, was that YOU, sir,” stuttered Allen 

One dark night, a bomber approached Thorpe Abbotts and the 
control tower, with civility. gave the green light for the nocturnal 
visitor to land. Towards the runway, lower, and lower, came the 
bomber—a Ju. 88—~ to drop two 500-pounders, compelling many 

74 


WHO BOMBED THORPE ABBOTTS? 75 


barefooted men, in negligible night-clothing, to forsake warm “sacks” 
with promptitude, in favor of the chill bomb shelters, 

In August, John Goethel, bombardier from West Newton, Mass., 
jumped from his ship, doomed by bullets test-fired from other ships 
of the 100th. In palmy civilian days, he never swam in deep water, 
and, worse luck, on landing in the icy water of the channel his 
mae-west didn't inflate. A small patrol vessel lingering nearby failed 
to spot Goethel. and sped away. Staying afloat by sheer will-power, 
the West Newton airman was alone in the vast desert of the sea. 
and the thought turbulently raced through his mind, “If I sink, my 
An hour and a half 


passed, Goethels resolving to struggle for his life a few minutes 


mother will get one of those telegrams . . .” 


more and dimly, in the distance, he saw a rescue ship coming closer, 
and closer, someone aboard shouting, “Hang on just a bit longer, 
chap!” It was good to hear an English accent. 

“Mac the Quack,” ( apt. MacCarthy, who, like the other medies, 
Docs Hardy, Kinder, and Smokey Stover, were old-timers with the 
group, had an uncanny eye for “goof-offs,” heirs of the goldbricks 
of the first World war. one of whom whimpered to “Mac the Quack” 
that he had bad pains in his chest while breathing 

“What'll I do about it, sir?” 

“Stop breathing.” proposed “Mac the Quack.’ 

Another headache for the doc, the 349th’s flight surgeon, was 
the pilot Woodall. who would become “stinko” and ask for some- 
thing to keep him awake on the mission, and after the raid was 
over, wanted pills to put him to sleep. Aug. 5, Woodall flew on the 
wing of Gallagher, who blew up over Magdeburg, the blast sending 
Woodall’s ship over on its back, straight down with the bits of 
Gallagher's ship. Shaking their heads, the fliers said the usual “T.S.” 

The legendary co-pilot for Woodall, and later for Luther Bennett. 
yclept “The Whippet.” perhaps the most maladroit of all co-pilots. 
started the engines one night, brakes unlocked, and the ship ploughed 
through the crew chief's tent; on one occasion, when the pilot ordered 
him to “feather 3,” (meaning, of course, No. 3 engine) “The 
Whippet” “feathered” three engines, making them inoperative 
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“Dish,” the navigator, quizzed the co-pilot why he had the idio- 
syncrasy of leaning his head on his right shoulder when he walked, 
receiving the elucidation, “Well, 1 usta carry it on the other shoulder, 
but it got tired there!” 

Ranson’s co-pilot pulled up landing gears on the ground, and the 
ship—a spanking new one—flopped on its belly, the co-pilot being 
thus reproved by “Butch” Rovegno: 

“Damn it, son, you could at least pick an old airplane!” 

Under Turner, the 351st went 50 raids after Berlin in early March 
without loss, and the squadron “C. 0.’s” became Reeder of the 349th, 
Youngs of the 350th, Emberson of the 351st, and Zeller of the 418th. 
Zeller flew with the command pilot Turner, White, bombardier, and 
Bonitz, navigator, in one of his carly leads to the Chatteaudun airfield. 

Col. Kidd was lecturing new crews one day, “Now, we won't 
have any fighter support after we get to here” pointing to a spot on 
the map of the Reich—“that’s where the P-51’s will leave us, but 
the P-47’s will give us ‘area sixteen’ support,” at which his auditors 
gave Kidd a quizzical look. “Oh, about this ‘area sixteen’ support, 
I don’t know what it is, but it sounds damn good!” 

After Magdeburg. Woodall came back with an incredible story 
that his toggalier salvoed the bombs as the plane pulled out of a 
dive, “and so we dive-bombed the town of Brunswick!” “Mac the 
Quack” caught a glimpse of Woodall, knocking people over with a 
propellor blade with a three-inch hole in it from an 88 mm. shell, 
racing for a train out of London, he wanted so to take it home as a 
souvenir .. . but authorities on the boat said no. 

When a Fortress “goes down,” it doesn’t go suddenly into a 
violent maneuver, everything seems to happen slowly, first a thin 
trail of smoke usually from one of the engines, then the ship 
wheels out of formation and starts losing altitude. At that point, 
without supporting fire power from the rest of the ships, it’s a 
“dead duck” for enemy fighters. Its course may follow any of 
several general patterns of behavior; the fire in one ship increases 
as the gasoHne tanks in the wing begin to burn, parachutes blossom 
out, and as the wing becomes enveloped in flame, there is a sudden 
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explosion and practically nothing left but four orange balls of fire— 
the main gas tanks; another ship burns hardly at all, but goes into 


an ever-tightening turn until it spins, and as it goes down twisting 


the tail comes off and three or four ‘chutes may be seen—gunners 
being thrown out, but because of centrifugal force, pilot and co-pilot 
don’t usually get out, and this ship slowly disintegrates as increas- 
ing speed tears it apart. A third may behave like one of the 100th’s 
at Norway, which the crew abandoned because it seemed the ship 
would blow up, but instead it flew on by itself and did fancy 
acrobatics on the way down. 
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The Lost Squadron 


His name is Colonel . .., he’s the leader of the group, 
So gather “round, you pilots, and he'll give you all the poop, 
He'll tell you where the Luftwaffe is, and all about the flak, 
He’s the last one to take off, and the first one to get back! 
Early aborts, avoid the rush! 
Early aborts, avoid the rush! 
-An Airman’s Lament 


0). A VOYAGE on the Aquitania in late July, 
1944, two passengers, a pilot from Vermont, Paul Corley, and a 
blonde U.S.O. singer named Eileen, planned to meet in London 
for a dinner date, and when the ship docked in Scotland, they said 
goodbve 

Corley joined the 350th squadron, and Sept. 11, flew in the low 
squadron through France, into the Reich at Frankfurt, north of 
Switzerland, and on a feint towards Berlin. The pathfinder crew of 
Youngs, Gunter. and Fory led the group, Leslie Roediger, of Fair 

d John Giles, of Trenton, N. J., flying with 

J. M. Shelly, commanded the low squadron, The wing leader an- 

nounced on VHF “bombs away” would be in 15 minutes, and blind- 
ibing would be used because of clouds. 

With no inkling of the Luftwaffe, gunners gazed out into the 
sky, seemingly tranquil, although the “escort” had been absent for 
10 minutes. The tranquillity was illusory; at 12:05 p-m., unheralded, 
with no alarm on VHF, the Luftwaffe hit with everything it had, 
the dare-devil, irascible Me’s and FW’s attacking. Sixty planes 
“stacked” in three waves 20 abreast came deceptively from “out 
of the sun,” so that the gunners must squint into the sun’s glare to 
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fire; the gunners were alert but overwhelmed, so massive the assault 
that the chin turrets could not be brought to bear. The Luftwaffe, 
with its “company front” tactics, flooded down on the low squadron 
of 12 ships of the 350th squadron led by Giles, diving within 100 
yards, tearing apart the squadron in 30 seconds, its cannon shells in 
frontal attacks exploded against the wings of the bombers in devastat- 
ing, staggering seconds. 

His wing-tips burning and fuselage breaking, Giles told his crew 
to bail out, while simultaneously the ship of Joe Raines exploded 
off Giles’ left wing, Raines’ co-pilot being the only one to jump. 
Carlton blew up, the navigator and co-pilot being thrown clear. 
Two 20 mm. shells hit through the waist window and in a gas tank 
of C. E. Baker, wings shriveled, fuselage snapped in the middle, 
and the plane bec ame a sepulchre for seven men. H. R. Taylor's 
ship did a wingover, with fiery gas tanks, and parts falling off, 
and the pilot tried to crash-land with a full crew but all were killed 
except a waist gunner. 

Ray Heironimus, of Washington, D.C., nosed up, stalled, and 
went down 6,000 feet in a tight spiral as his radio operator, W. C. 
Terry, bailed out, and R. C. Carl, another gunner, was wounded. 
Heironimus felt sick from the wretched sight of his friends “going 
down,” the wings of their ships snapping with gush of flame, the 
red fire contrasting against the bac kdrop of livid clouds, and hag- 
ridden pictures of himself being thrown out, fire engulfing him, 
passed through his brain. The three ships surviving the 30-second 
scourge, Heironimus, Corley, and H. R. Schulte—the latter pilot 
dead from a 20 mm, shell—fled towards home, as P-51’s tardily 
scattered the 150 Luftwaffe fighters, but gone were crews of C. E. 
Baker. W. R. Carlson, C. O. Daniel, 0. C. Everitt, H. E. Holladay, 
J. H. Raine, L. W. Riegel, H. R. Taylor, and A. E. Tromer. 

The Leipzig flak caught the ship of Schulte. For 20 minutes, 
with his crew holding off fabulous numbers of enemy planes, Corley 
flew on, but, odds too great, gave the order to bail out, and as he 
jumped, the impish thought came to him: “I guess I'll have to break 
that date...” 
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the runway at fleeting intervals, July 28, 1944, and commanding the 
force, Major C, B, Emberson flew with G. P. Fory, the pilot, R. L. 
Maby, navigator, and R. R. Searle, bombardier, the Leuna oil 
plant at Merseburg being the target. Its yearly output of 600,000 
tons of oil half again over any other in Germany, bombing had 
reduced Leuna to 38 per cent of capacity, after Brux, Czechoslovakia, 
originally the largest synthetic oil plant, had been destroyed by RAF 
and AAF, Merseburg was one of the small cities which are like 
nameless stars in the sky. until like Sarajevo. and Appommatox, they 
flare brightly into the firmament of mankind by war's eruption. 
The 480 flak guns which protected Merseburg poisoned the sky, an 
overhanging. lethal blanket, and Wehrmacht troops who manned the 
flak batteries, the fliers jested, were “bucking for the Iron Cross.” 

Clouds hid Leuna, July 28, and Floyd Mason, his ship afire from 
an oxygen tank, went down. En route to Thorpe Abbotts, Emberson 
led through the clouds over the sea, where Albert Spear and Wesley 
Stansbury collided, wreckage spiraling into the sea. Finding him- 
self in a severed tail, Robbie Gill, of Hamlin, Texas. strapped on his 
‘chute, jumped, and was rescued, but 17 others -including Diamond, 
who transferred to Spear's crew—were lost. 

July 29, the 100th flew in A and B groups. the Eighth Air Force 
synchronizing attacks on inhospitable Merseburg and Bremen, whose 
oil was blood and flesh of the Wehrmacht, the 100th’s command pilot 
being Howard, “aps” officer of the 350th, who flew with Dunlap, 
while 100-B was led by Joe Zeller, 418th C.O., and Harris. The 


sky over the Reich was clear, and for 40 square miles around Merse- 


burg, red. white. and black bursts of flak—a nightmarish color scheme 


tinted the heavens, as the bombers flew at 26,000 feet; perhaps 
only “Happy Valley,” the Ruhr, could be worse. 
Howard's 100-A group flew with the 


390th, which led a wing on 
a faulty course over Leipzig. and. 


in a fanfaronade of flak, on a 


southerly course towards Merseburg, while B-group flew on course 


to Leuna, Flak struck the right tokio tank of Capt. Robert Schomp, 
who led B's low squadron, gasoline streamed out, flames whipped from 


the wing to the tail, and, after “bombs away,” Schomp instructed 
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Wolf, fying nearby, to take the squadron. Zeller led on a straight 
and level course over Leuna, and after bombs were dropped, turned 
quickly out of the flak. The instruments on Schomp’s plane did a 
crazy dance, and, showered with glass and debris, after the others 
had jumped, he told Preher, his co-pilot; 

“Get out, I'll put the plane on automatic pilot.” 

The ship blew up seconds after the pilot jumped. 

Presumably, when the 390th, with 100-A ships among those fol- 
lowing, flew towards Merseburg on the round-about course, the 
Wehrmacht batteries were forewarned. The low squadron of 100-A, 
including Eden Jones, Carl Gustafson, Clark, Fitzroy, and Phelps, 
vanished on the bomb-run, and with “bombs-away,” one exploded, 
two ‘chutes emerg 


ing; another, four engines belching flame, looped 
high above the formation; a third, set upon by some of the 40 
enemy fighters that flew into the flak, went down with two engines 
on fire and wings splitting . . . 100-A was chastened by the flak 
for 11 unendurable minutes. Zeller’s 100-B ships had hit Leuna, but 
100-A, despite its flak ordeal, dropped wide. 

“Grind-‘em-out™ Greiner, who was flying to break in a new 
crew, called Zeller on VHF: “I’ve lost an engine and am low on 
gas. how about slowing down so I can catch up?”—but a jet-plane 
shot down Greiner. Of 72 men lost in eight crews, 32 were killed, 
and two of the luckiest crews were those of Schomp and Steussy, all 
of whose men were saved. 

Half who landed in parachutes, (two of the “bail-outs,” Joe 
Foote, the navigator. and Arthur Frankenburg, the bombardier, from 
Morris Clark’s crew, estimated) were slain by the Germans. Frank- 
enburg was beaten with clubs and rifle butts by the wrathful civilians, 
and with Foote, at a prison camp, was forced to stand two hours each 
day for roll call, wearing leaky shoes in the slush and cold. 

September 2, the Eighth dispatched 1,168 bombers, and of the 
383 which bombed Merseburg, 36 were from the 100th. Forty miles 
away, bombardiers picked out the target, and the attack was carried 
out while U. S. escort fighters fought off the Luftwaffe. Sept. 28, the 
bombs of 100-A, led by Emberson and Roediger, fell astray near 
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Leipzig, w L00-B, commanded by Scott and Fory, bombed Leuna 
through clouds. Fory had 23 “leads,” but was at odds with Jeffrey, 
and went home a first lieutenant. 

November 2, over Merseburg, flak burst behind the ship flown 
by Dave Raiford, of Ivar, Va., who regained control, but checking the 
crew on interphone got no response from P. F, Fitzsimmons, the 
19-year-old tail gunner. 

“Check the tail,” Raiford ‘phoned his radio man. 

“It's no use.” 

The tail gunner was decapitated. 

Sammy Barr, one of the 100th’s “originals,” who succeeded Ben- 
nett as 349th squadron C. O., and who turned the squadron over to 
Reeder when he left for a rest, led the Nov. 2 Merseburg raid, taking 
the 100th over the North Sea north of Amsterdam, into the heart of 
the Reich with strong escort, flying with Paul Spurgeon, in “Jimbo,” 
Joe Anderson and J, F, Larson, navigators, and Frederick Theesefelt, 


er, and by Cope and Joe Trapnell, with “Klink” Klinikowski, 
tor, and E. H. Davis, bombardier. 


Fog, on November 30, lay low over the Luftwaffe bases grounding 

te enemy, and the day was propitiously ideal for bombing. “Scotty” 

Phil Scott, the 351st “ops” officer—was named to lead the 100th in 

“Bluegrass Blitzkrieg,” flying with Joe Trapnell, who once bailed out 

is crew over England, and who, at 20 years of age, was one 

of the Eighth Air Force’s most youthful lead pilots. “Klink,” who 

penned the Merseburg rime in honor of “Scotty,” was navigator, and 
E. H. Davis and M, S. Kretow, bombardiers, 

Once, in a nearby villag 


a British citizen happened to arouse his ire, so without much ado, 


“Scotty” walked up, and quoth: “My name’s Scott!” With that news, 
he lande d a ] low or 


Scotty” was’spending an evening, and 


the English chin, an act that purportedly delayed 
An intrepid, natural-born flier, Scott flew to targets, 
come hell or high flak, with seven leads to Berlin—one of the best 


his captaincy. 
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being to the Daimler Benz factory—and four to Merseburg eventually 
to his glory, with his bombardier often “Fearless Freddie.” 

November 30, the LOOth flew at 30,000 feet behind the wing- 
leading 95th group, and with Merseburg 20 miles away, welcoming 
blasts of flak popped up, hitting some ships of the 95th, which lunged 
down. Jettisoning bombs, the 95th made a 90 degree left turn. in 
compliance with the craven order given by the general who com- 
manded the wing from the 95th’s lead bomber. 

Adopting the harsh view that the 95th was “taking the easy way 
out,” Scott spoke up on VHF: 

“Fireball Red, what's the matter? Are you all a bunch of yellow- 
hellied son-of-a-bitches?” 

All pilots in the wing heard Scott's rebuff, knowing it was directed 
at “Fireball Red,” the lead ship, and the general furiously fumed on 
VHF: 

“Who made that remark?” 

Unabashed, Scott, a massive-framed one-time Kentucky football 
star, contemptuously told him. 

As the 95th quailed from the flak, the 100th forged on, alone 
(Seott remarked, later, “May I add, that was not very healthy!”) 
in the lead bomber being the gunners, A. T. Bridges, N. L. Kiefer, 
L. S. Brant, and the fire-control officer, Lt. D. H. Nelson. The flak 
was deadly thick for 11 minutes (seven before. four after, bombs 
away) and the 390th group trailing behind suffered appalling s, 
while the 100th’s Vermont Anderson, caught by flak before bombs 
away, went down flaming in a tight spiral. Martin and Ernst led 
100-B, with E. K. Wilcox, navigator, and E, E, Lockhart, bombardier, 
and 100-C was led by J. R. Ricker. and Robinson, with J. H. Krepis- 
man, navigator, and A. S. Tong, bombardier. 

“Colonel Jeff” waited back at Thorpe Abbotts, his ears ringing 
with the general's indignation, but when the group came back, the 
impetuous “Scotty” contended he couldn’t recollect his taunt as the 


pilots ganged around him, but he confessed, “It sure sounds like 


me! 


The general wisely let the matter drop. 
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Hamburg—The Last Big Battle 


Now he looked at the date, twas 31st December, 
And he said, “It’s New Year’s eve, 
If I can get back to Old Thorpe Abbotts, 


Never the ground I'll leave.’ 


—An Airman’s Lament 


I, HIS thirteenth raid, as was his wont, “Duke” 
Gwin half-dozed through briefing: in Whittier, Cal., “Duke” was 
renowned for being reluctant to shake off the wooing of Morpheus. 
The last day of 1944 was at hand. 


The navigators jotted down the time, 11:35 a.m., New Year’s 
Eve, in man’s wonderful way of charting the earth’s lawful travel 


about the sun, but wistful human nature which led inhabitants of 


the globe to toast the passing year’s neglected days, or the new- 


born year’s more hopeful ones, was far from the thoughts of the 
airmen. The actions of men, the Americans of the Bloody Hundredth 


and Germans in the Luftwaffe. could not like the earth’s equilibrium 


be predicted by calendars and diagran s, and at the moment when the 


— flew onward to the great port city of the Reich, the Deity 
ooking de : 


lown on the st aze of the world could have seen contrasts 


of human actions-—at tk f i 
g ‘ 1e selfsame mome na > g 
elfsame m ment, a gay crowd in a 


Chicago hotel plotting the jolly 


anticipations of their New Year's 
fun; a child sleeping 


quietly in tae shabby room of a Kansas farm: 
the noon queue forming for the two-shilling lunch at Lyons Corner 
house in Piccadilly Circus: a we man lying awake, in San Francisco- 
there itm nuld be the middle of night—uttering an unpremeditated 
prayer for her husband, flying at the other end of the earth, The 
Bloody Hundredth was at Han burg. 


86 
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Hamburg was cloud-free, and black-hued flak mottled the sky 
with white flak bursting overhead, a devil’s canopy, one’of the first 
bursts hitting Floyd Henderson’s ship before bombs away—he salvoed 
bombs, then nosed down, crashing into Clifton Williams’ ship, and 
both fell to earth. One engine on Billy Blackman’s ship began to 
smoke, and as he lagged, German fighters dived down, shot at his 
engines, and his plane exploded, the pilot and several others bailing 
out. 

Norman Heilbuth, of Chicago, right waist gunner in Gwin’'s 
crew, felt a jolt in the stomach, and cried out on interphone, “I’m 
finished!”—while through his mind flashed the thought of his wife 
and five-month-old twins. He glanced down—a huge piece of flak 
had embedded in his flak suit, and though stunned, he was not 
wounded. 

The synthetic oil plant at Hamburg was not hit by the Bloody 
Hundredth’s bombs, but ahead, fighters, friend and foe, were dog- 
fighting, weaving a grotesque fabric of vapor trails. 

The navigators noted the time—11:56 a.m.—and the Bloody 
Hundredth was at the rally point, the “R.P..” on the turn away 
from the target and Germans were attacking. Martin and Jones led 
100-A, with Storm Rhode, radar navigator, A. H. Juhlin, D.R. navi- 
gator. and Tom Barrett, bombardier. 100-B was led by Cruver and 
Wilson, with H. Tennenbaum and C. Scott, navigators. and D. Eden, 
bombardier, and 100-C was commanded by Wooten, flying with 
DePlanque. The formation was “good and tight” the 100th coming 
seventh in the Third Division column. 

The “bandits,” some 50 silver-colored FW 190's and Me. 109’s, 
and two jet Me. 2 
German pilots of Regensburg, and Berlin, for many of the Luftwaffe’s 
hest had died from the guns of the Bloody Hundredth and other 
groups, as well as the R.A.F. Although timing their entry into 


"s, came in fast, but they were not the skilled 


battle with the let-up of the flak barrage, the German pilots seemed 
skittish and un-coordinated, and using “roller coaster,” “Swooper,” 
and “triple threat” tactics, broke away 500 yards out, dived to the 
right, and assembled behind the Bloody Hundredth for further at- 
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tacks. Bombers which lagged were pounced on instantly by three or 
four of the Luftwaffe, diving in at point-blank range. 

Several minutes after the target, Carroll’s ship blew up, and 
Ralph Whitcomb circled, one wing on fire, for two minutes before 
he went down in a spin, his fuselage masked in flames, and other 

ers. damaged by flak or cannon shells, were easy prey for the 
Luftwaffe. 

At 11:57 a.m., John F. Morin spoke over VHF: “I'm going to 
ditch if I lose another engine—I've already lost two,” his tail gunner, 
Dale Brown, dying of bullet wounds, and Bill Wright, wounded by a 
20 mm, which exploded in his ball turret. At 12:10 p.m., 14 minutes 
later, the U, S. fighters dispersed the Me’s and FW’s, but stragglers 

> imperiled, like Charles C. Webster, who peeled out of forma- 

- was airborne for a brief moment, and as Germans raced in, 

flaming plane fell and exploded on the ground. At 12:25 p-m., 
William Mayo, of Los Angeles, was heard on VHF: “I’m at 13,000, 
over Bremerhaven, in heavy flak, two engines out!”—and he was 
last seen skirting the German coast, lowering his ship towards the 
Of en sea. 

Hamburg lay behind, its dead under the ruins, and Luftwaffe 
iers who lived were landing at their fields, as the Bloody Hundredth 
flew over the North Sea, 30 miles from German shores. 


fl 
1 


Glenn Rojohn, of Greenock, Pa., flew in to “close up” the 
empty place in the formation left by the loss of Webster, but unbe- 
knownst to him, William G. MacNab’s 


Rojohn t 


hip was rising slowly under 
fill the same position. In agitated tones, E. A. Porter, a 
pilot from Payton, Miss., sounded the warning over VHF: “F for 
Fox, F for Fox. get it down!” 


however MacNab, whose radio was 
dead, did not hear 


Not to see the collision which seemed inevitable, 
Porter turned his head. while two of his gunners, Don Houk, of 
Appleton City, Mo., and Clarence Griffin, of Harrisburg, IIL, watched 
aghast, as MacNab and Rojohn settled together ‘ 


: “as if they were lifted 
in place by a huge crane.” 


and many of the 100th’s anguished fliers 
saw the two Fortresses cling Rojohn’s, on top, riding pick-a-back 
on MacNab’s, how held together being a mystery. A fire started on 
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MacNab’s ship, on which three propellors still whirled, and the two 
bombers squirmed, wheeled in the air, trying to break the death-lock. 
Four bailed out—Roy Little, of Cudahy, Wis., and Francis R. Chase, 
of Hartford, Conn., from Rojohn’s crew, F. Seyfried, Jamaica, L. I. 
and Duane Rench, of Alma, Mich., from MacNab’s, only to drown 
in the icy water. 

The elevator and aileron control surfaces were functioning, and 
Rojohn and Bill Leek, his co-pilot, literally flew both ships. Not 
knowing if MacNab were alive, they wheeled in a huge circle, and 
crossed the German coast at 10,000 feet, where Rojohn’s navigator 
and toggalier bailed out. To Rojohn and Leek, the prospect of life 
seemed to be vanishing, and they felt they were “goners”—to bail out 
would have required going back to the tail, and the ships would 
have gone into a spin. 

The pair in the cockpit of the top bomber held the two ships in 
a landing attitude, and as they hit the ground, the top ship slid off, 
and MacNab’s exploded. Barely hurt, Rojohn and Leek walked from 
the wreckage, which the Germans viewed with astonishment, one 
German speculating: “You have a new bomber with eight engines?” 

“Yes, yes indeed,” said the pilot. 

Washington and Shirley from Rojohn’s crew parachuted onto the 
coast, and Neuhaus came down on an island to join the others in 
camp, while Elkin alighted in water 10 miles off shore. and was 
dragged onto the heach by his parachute. 

All the engines of his ship out, Morin crash-landed on a field near 
Emden, where Brown died after being taken out. Later, Morin and 
Carroll were in the same prison camp. 

Back to Thorpe Abbotts flew the surviving crews of the Bloody 
Hundredth, Martin-Jones, W. A. Charles, R. L. Dovel, Duke Gwin, 
D. E. Hutchinson, T. C. Hughes, J. W. Knowles, H. F. Streich, 
Cruver-Wilson, H. W. Buckley, T. J. Carley, W. S. Ivosevic, D. C. 
Liljenquist, J. H. McLaughlin, F. H. Mikesh, A. A. Prestholdt, 
Wooten-Deplanque, C. O. Daniels, S. T. Lawrence, J. W. Michael, 
F. O. Parrish, E. A. Porter, W. R. Radke, D. C. Raiford, J. L. Gay, 
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and G. P. Kane, while from the 12 lost ships, 44 men were killed 
and 63 captured, and the Eighth Air Force lost 36 bombers. 

Rojohn greeted survivors of the battle, “Boys, if anyone had told 
me two B-17's could be landed, locked together, I would sorta 
doubted them—well, they always said back at the group that any 
landing was good if you could walk away from it!” 

Back at Thorpe Abbotts, “Dud” Ingraham, a bombarier, who 
with Beck's crew had come through a crash- inding in France, wrote 
in his diary on the first day of 194: . everything has been build 
ing up to a climax of combat since last April, and now that climax 
is reached with frightening reality. It’s hard to determine my chances 
of coming through 35 missions, alive, and now I’m faced with the 
‘institution’ of death, and it’s no fun.” “Dud,” who had been a church 
organist in Bristol, Conn.,then wrote words of a poem he remembered: 

“But I've a rendezvous with Death, 


At midnight in some flaming town . 


20 


The Ammo Train Blew Up 


Away, away, away we go, 
What care we for any a foe, 
As over Germany, we do go, 
In a flying Fortress bomber. 


An Airman’s Lament 


Panes, a notice on the pallid wall of the Diss 
railroad station advised, had been changed in 1937—tickets for 
London, 90-odd miles away, are a few pence over 14 shillings, and, 
nearby, its chipped rim ringed by bacterial, gray lines, the public 
drinking cup hangs from a spigot near the upraised platform. 
Bicycles will be stored in a stall by the station master for six pence 
each, while the owners (mostly airmen of the 100th and other air 
force groups stationed in the Diss area) entrain for London, A 
steep road leads up to the Diss station—on one side, bent, old men, 
load bags of coal, and up further. a “pub” is hidden in an alley way. 
Crowded on the platform’s edge, the airmen swarm into the com- 
partments the instant the train stops. The train limps through 
Stowmarket. Ipswich, and Colchester, and British passengers take 
sandwiches from newspaper wrappings. while the Americans talk 
animatedly. “Bile Beans,” and “Bovril” are advertised (confessing 
to help anemic women), on the few signs to be seen as rural 
England pa by, patched with small fields of wheat and turnips, 
cultivated not to waste an acre. Slowly, the train moves into suburbs 
of London, Ilford, Seven Kings, Maryland, merging into the unsightly 
wreck of the city itself, for blitz and buzzbombs have been here. 
In the dark cavern of Liverpool Street Station in London, the train 
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stops and passengers disembark in a human flood towards the tubes 
—the “Central” and the “Metropolitan” lines—with the amalgamation 
of myriad thoughts of a girl who promised to be at the 


Leicester Square underground at 7:15 that evening; a drink at the 


Strand-Palace bar. with its jade-colored champagne bottle decora- 
tions; an evening at the Haymarket Theater, where John Guilgud 
enacts “Hamlet”; a visit to a quaint book-shop, off Bond Street, or 
other adventures in the turbid ebb and flow of humanity in the 
world’s largest city; the brassy English-style bands, the wretched 


fetid side streets. The minds and emotions of airmen had to have 
respite from the flak of Merseburg, from counting missions as if 
inching forwards on a deadly path, to 35; respite, too, from the 
hurting ache of letters from home, whether meditatively, or walk- 
ing in the shaded midnight hours along Regent Street. London’s 
lepravity was not hidden in the squalor of back-streets, or in prudish 
respectability, for the demi-monde. the hoydenish girls whose num- 
bers were not dozens or huadreds, but thousands upon thousands, 
had become rebels against the life that was forced on them by war. 
“Piccadilly Commandoes.” looking for a good time, a dance at 
Covent Garden, a drink at the “Captain’s Cabin,” roamed the 
streets, and, a toast to the girls, one of the 100th’s songs went: 


“There once was an English maid, who said she wasn’t afraid, 
To show her shanl ne Yank, for the dough he paid; 
For a little jack. she’d gladly share her shack, 
And give a treat, 
That can’t be beat, 
And after that, a snack: 
Oh, the moon shines tonight. on Pic adilly, 
There’s no red lights—but maids all frilly, 
As you walk around, you feel so silly, 
You can’t es ape their naughty charms! 


On Trafalgar Square, you'll also find them there, 
They'll be on benches, buxom wenc hes, with peroxide hair, 


Lord Nelson is there. too, but doesn’t know what to do, 
As he’s in stone, 


And up there alone, 
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And cannot follow through! 
Oh, there’s no moon tonight, in Trafalgar, 
The girls will haunt you, and some will taunt you, 
Stone lions sit there, they are asleep, 
But she-wolves creep, all through the night. 


Over in Hyde Park, as soon as it gets dark, 

The cuddlin’ pairs leave their chairs, on a little lark; 

If a “bobby” should, by chance, discover this romance, 
Give the devil his due, 
And carry through, 

Say you're teaching her to dance! 

Oh, there’s no moon tonight, in Hyde Park, 

Among the trees you see some knees, 

On the grass, they’re sure to leave their mark, 

In Hyde Park, in London town! 


The niceties of civilization had become hallucinations, for the 
women sold themselves, and rockets fell on London. 

Clark (who had promised one day to wear silver “maple leaves”) 
was scheduled for promotion to major, Dec. 1, but was killed in a 
erash Nov. 7. After the war, “Colonel Jeff” visited the pilot’s father 
in San Antonio, the elder Clark telling how his son had never failed 
to visit Mrs. William Randolph whenever he visited San Antonio— 
Mrs, Randolph, the widow of the captain for whom Randolph field 
was named, was Clark’s home room teacher at Mark Twain Junior 
High School, and a second mother to him. The San Antonio pilot 
died a few days before he would have been promoted to major. 

September 18, 1944, “Colonel Jeff” and Capt. Dunlap led the 
100th over Denmark, the Baltic, then over Germany and Poland; 
and to try to break the siege of “General Bor’s” Polish patriots, eac h 
ship toted 12 large cylinders of arms and food suspended from multi- 
colored parachutes. An incident similar to that at Merseburg found 
the 95th group dropping its supplies short into the arms of the 
Germans (to the colonel leading that group, Warsaw’s flak seemed 
too severe), leaving the 100th to fly over the flak at 14,000 feet 
lone. The Poles indicated the “target” by white markers near the 


Vistula river, and the parachutes made a pretty sight fluttering down, 
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during which time “Doe” Hardy, in the lead ship, unconcernedly 
photographed the flak, standing at a waist window, while others 
less “fool-hardy” burrowed under flak suits. En route from Russia 
to Italy, the 100th led the air task force when the 95th relinquished 
leadership after railroads at Szolnok, Hungary. had been bombed, 
16,000 feet altitude over 
German flak batteries 


mountains in Yugoslavia, where 
atop mountain peaks 12,000 feet high fired 
lank range. Fortunately. despite the bombers’ being only 
#.000 feet overhead. their aim was bad. 

Denzil Naar, of Boston, 
bomber « 


at point-l 


was thrown by propwash from another 


uring formation over England. and spun down 8,000 feet. 
pulling out, in an incredible instance of a 


four-motored bomber re- 
covering from a spin. 


The von Rundstedt push, the “battle of th 
gloomy Christmas to the Allied we rid. 
clemency from bombs of the RAF 


1¢ bulge,” brought a 
at a time when Hitler expected 
and AAF because of bad seasonal 
weather. The skies cleared and on Christmas eve. T 


om Barrett, lead 
hombardier, directed the 


group's explosives on the airfield at Biblis. 
The weather, for a few heaven-sent days. sneered ironically at 
the Germans—the clouds cle ared from supply routes back of von 
Rundstedt. 

The main rail line from I 


udwigshafen and Mannheim, carrying 
Wehrmacht supplies, went tl 


trough Kaiserslautern towards Luxem- 
bourg. Christmas day, Col. F. E. Price, command pilot, Joe Trap- 
nell, pilot, E. H. Davis, hombardier, Charlie Gunter, whose log and 
flight navigational work were used as examples in the Eighth Air 
Foree, and “Klink” Klinikowski, navigators. led the 100th to Kaisers- 
lautern, dropping nearly 100 tons of | 


vombs onto the station in one 
of the few “perfect missions” 


of the war, the airmen thousands of 
ous yellow flash, and an ammunition 


intended to drain American blood in the 
exploded. The “strike photos,” 
exhilaration—how 


feet overhead, seeing a tre meni 
train loaded with powder 


bulge, 


showing the flash, caused 
in foxholes, owed their lives 
Rundstedt lines? 


later commander of the 350th, “Handlebar 


many Americans, 
to an explosion miles behind the 


The jovial 


Texan, 


g é it to 
P s. freight between Frankfurt and Kassel piled 
uy rs force bombed the Koblenz vards. a last-resort target, 
through s s 
Ly Z . routes nti . and 


th Gerald 


the following day 


oth, and Brown led 


Hamburg. the 100th 
and rails 
by rubble 
eon led 
uny over Bad 
» the sim 
» days la 
nrnuniecations 

« horses fell true 
and naviyvator, RR 
tor, and J. V. Larsen 
BROW. Strappy, mickey 
Jone G. Passen 


rye, mickey ope ot 
’ eney prea 


Lentz, mickey opera 


ithen, whe pul in ite 
10, by Joho Deodrill 
rontral when he left 


Hono one knew what 
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mysterious fate overcame him. Afterwards, the rumor sprang up 
that “All-American Girl” had been found on a German airdrome. 
“Handlebar Hank,” flying with Dave Raiford, and C. J. Scott, 
navigator, H, Tennenbaum, mickey operator, and D. S. Etten 
bombardier, led to bomb oil storage dumps at Derben, Jan. 14, near 
which objective the Luftwaffe flew by the 100th and 95th to hit the 


90th group, 10 miles to the rear. Raiford also led to Duisburg and 
Aussig 
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The Legend of Colonel “Rosie” 


fs ARM in a sling, having been in a crash- 
landing in Belgium, “Rosie.” red-cheeked, undemonstrative, walked 
in to the 100th’s public relations office, requesting a picture. Saul 
Levitt had written “Rosie’s” exploits in YANK but it was unlike the 
pilot to seek publicity, and he explained, “] wanted to show my mother 
I'm not hurt badly.” 

In Brooklyn and at St. Lawrence Unive rsity, where he won a 
degree in law, “Rosie” had learned to hate ruthlessness, and fabulous 
stories began circulating after Munster when he returned alone 
that he was embittered because someone dear to him had been tortured 
in Germany, or lost a brother in the war, and he finished one tour and 

ed another. Braye he undoubtedly was but courage was small 
change in war's cash register, fundamental yet commonplace, and 

any never cited for “reflecting credit” on the air forces had been 
very intrepid. The 100th had its superb, dauntless pilots, Jeffrey, 
Kidd, Barr, Scott, Bennett, Elton, Turner, Blakely, Cleven, Egan, 
Veal, Clark, and others, but “Rosie,” who ranked with them, had a 
rare hatred for the inhumanity that the Third Reich stood for, 
differing from most fliers who came to “put in their missions” and 
get home, posthaste. Headlines of newspapers back home trumpeted 
deeds of the fighter men; for the bomber war was fought too 
anonymously, and such pilots as “Rosie” were widely-known in the 
air forces but not to the public, 

February, 1945, found Berlin awash with waves of refugees from 
provinces conquered by the Red Army. To pile rubble in the streets, 
raze buildings, and add chaos, the Eighth wanted to bomb the center 
of Berlin, and “Rosie” was named to command the Third Division. 

With the Templehof airdrome and Berlin's labyrinth of streets 


oT 
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partially obscured by clouds, a ground rocket struck the bomber of 
“Rosie,” and his pilot, John Ernst, seconds before bombs away, fire 
speedily produc ing dense white smoke in fuselage and cockpit, one 
engine flaming. “Rosie” ordered the bomb-bay doors opened, and 
the ship doomed—he led the division on the bomb-run, explosives 
falling into the moribund capital city. Bursting flak caught Orville 
Cotner, his right wing folding against the fuselage as the ship, burn- 
ing, flipped over; the wing gasoline tanks exploded, and none got out. 
Ground rockets struck Waldo J. Oldham and Richard Beck. Two of 
Beck's crew, F/O Dale Snow and Lt. Bob Carpenter, bailed, while 
Oldham’s entire crew parachuted, and drifted back to Berlin, while 
their plane flew under automatic control until it thumped against the 
earth. Dudley Ingraham was the bombardier who went down with 
Beck. 

Directing the deputy leader to take over, “Rosie” peeled out 
after bombs away, heading east, benefited by a 100-mile tail wind. 
Ernst went aft, to chec k over the situation, and as the crew saw the 
Oder river, the first to bail were gunners, Charles Webber, of Elkton, 
S. D., and George Windisch, of Louist urg, Kan., and Ernst leaped 
ont at 15,000 feet, while seconds later. the other gunners, Warren 
Winters and Dugger West, as well as Stewart Gillison, command 
navigator, and Bob Stropp, mickey operator, jumped. The 100th 
saw six ‘chutes eme and the chances seemed dim that “Rosie,” 
who had taunted the fates on 50 other raids, had gotten out. Stropp, 
floating down near the Oder, heard the uproar of boaihs thudding in 
Berlin, and espying a soldier, he hailed, “Amerikanski!”—but the 
Russian suspiciously stuck a revolver in the flier’s ribs. 

Windisch was nearly shot by 


is a Russian horse-mounted officer, 
and Gillison, 


in no-man’s-land between Frankfurt-on-Oder and Kues- 
trin, crawled amid shellfire to 


a clump of trees, hiding two hours. 
Ernst, dazed, was stripped o = 


, f his valuables by Red soldiers, who then 
applied a tourniquet to a wounded leg. 


aid, and at midnight Ernst’s leg 
hospital. . 
Jesse Wofford, of Drew, Mi 


A woman doctor gave first 
was amputated in a front line 


ss., brought his badly-hit plane back 
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to base from the Feb, 3 raid. Thorpe Abbotts was downcast over the 
loss of “Rosie,” until one day an item in “Stars and Stripes” related 
that American fliers shot down over Berlin had been feted by the 
American embassy in Moscow, sinong them “Rosie.” who told cor- 
respondents he ciawled through the nose of his ship to bail out, 
barely in time, as the ship exploded half a mile away. Russians 
surrounded him, wary against German duplicity, and as the pilot 
raised his hands, one soldier lunged with a bayonet. “Rosie” yelled: 
“Amerikanski!” A great light came over the face of the Russian, 
who threw down his gun, and embraced and kissed the pilot. 

Stropp and the Brooklyn flier met at a Polish village, and were 


billeted in a house, through which the Red Army soldiers, amused 
ee 


by the exotic dress of the foreigners. trooped, until “Rosie” cracked: 

“They must be selling tickets to this show!” 

The modest pilot, who infrequently wore his 16 decorations, pro- 
tested that he was not fighting a one-man crusade—that he had 
personal reasons for fighting. “Everything I've done—or hope to 
do—-is strictly because I hate persecution, and I don’t just mean the 
Jews. I mean all those who have been jumped on. 


“| hate to see anybody getting kicked around.” 
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And Monty Was Tracking the Hun 


It was England in Spring, Churchill said, “Heave that thing 
For we've got the blokes on the run;” 

It came out in bold type, which bandied such tripe, 
That “MONTY WAS TRACKING THE HUN.” 


The weather was clear for the first time this year, 
And each man was cleaning his gun, 

With a stare in his face. as he bent to the chase, 
For Monty was tracking the Hun! 


With smoke pots full blast to hide troops that had passed, 
As they marched with their backs to the sun, 

With full hunting gear, they called back to the rear, 
That “Monty was tracking the Hun.” 


With tanks loaded for bear, a barrage in the ai 
His boys captured yards one by one. 

While Patton in style covered thirty-five mile, 
While Monty was tracking the Hun. 


With United States gobs. and Canadian bobs, 
And the Eighth Air Force hiding the sun, 
e had Frenchmen and Poles in “Limey” fox-holes, 
For Monty was tracking the Hun. 


To the folks in the pubs who were flubbing their dubs, 
The war was practically won, 

High over the Rhine, his beacon does shine, 
For Monty was tracking the Hun 


Bi ESSED with a sense of humor, “Big Pete” was 


the clown of the 100th, and nobody could repeat the stanzas of 


one of his famous recitations. “The Captain and the German Sub,” 
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When Pete went on pass, he was rarin’ for fun, oes — ; 
He said, “I'll flak up old London town,” ile il ai 


But his love for his date, it soon turned to hate, 
She left him, when he'd spent his last pound 


The old concierge, his face was like a dirge, 
As he held up her pants by the seat, 

He timidly knocked at the door that was locked, 
The one occupied by Big Pete. 


Big Pete opened the door, far away crouched the girl, 
A shiverin’ under her skin, 

Said Pete to that man, “Do you think that I can, 
Wear that ‘bra’ and that scanty step-in?” 


When Pete finished up, he drank his stirrup cup, 
Although he was barred from the club: 

He took his last look, at the station in Diss, 
And he cast his eves ‘way up above. 


“There goes my old group, they fly ’cordin’ to poop, 
I know that their bombs will fall sweet.” 


How he wished he were there. navigating for fair, 
As was only done by Big Pete! 


When “Big Pete” was sent back to “the States.” Alvin Meikeljohn. 
a tall, verse-writing pilot from Denver. was credited with the historic 
going home; so passes an era!” 

Col. Frederick J. Sutterlin. of Midway, Ky., who flew with the 
96th and 390th groups and was on the first hop to Russia while 


deputy director of “ops” at USTAF. came to relieve “Colonel Jeff” 
as commanding officer, and. although f 
tive tale 


words: ““Big Pete’ is 


amed chiefly for administra- sie Ted bey Gal § 


nts, served as air commander : : 
nd D Ds] Ventriss 


. leading a squadron to Chem 
nitz, where 


a huge explosion on the ground jolted the bombers fell in: cleac 
which were at 25.000 feet. a wing to Dortmund and Unna. At the af es Avir 
latter target, bombs ripped up rails and freight cars ra Ae aly 
In “Mile High Minnie,” named after his home town. Meikeljohn 
and found himself at 1,500 feet over 


limped back from one raid, 
Dunkerque. whose German garrison was under siege. The Germans 
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Now come all you airmen, if you want to hear, 
The story of a brave aviateer, 


Casey Jones was the pilot’s name, 


On a big four-engine, boys, he won his fame; 
When they woke Casey, it was black as sin, 
“Operations” told Casey that the target's Berlin, 

Casey could tell, by the lines on the map, The Colonel said, “Tt 

That this was to be his final lap. THERE'S ANOTHEE 

AT DISS.” 
(Chorus) Casey Jones. lines on the map, 
Casey Jones, his final lap, 
Casey Jones, lines on the map, 
Yes, this was to be his final lap. 


Major Bowman said, “Boys. there'll be some flak,” turret gunner, 
Casey could tell that he wouldn't he hack, 
He turned to his crew, this is what he said, 
“We're gonna make Berlin, but we'll all be dead!” 
Casey walked inte the drying room, 
He hollered for his clothing, with an awful boom, 
lhe sergeant knew by the bastard’s groans, 
That the man at the counter 


Griego, in the severed t 


fuselag 


was Casey Jones. 


Casey took off, and all he left was smoke, 
He said, “Py ta present, tor the Herrenvolk, 
They may get me, but I’m here to tell, 
There'll be a lot of Nazis down with me in hell!” 
They formed up over “buncher-28,” 
Casey could tell they were gonna be late, 

He called up the leader over VHF, ret Sut . lin led ¢ ng 
Said, “We'd better hurry up, or we'll all be left.” the runway, i ai rin ted te ¥ 
March 23, with bombs smothering 
tracks, with M. D. Snyder, 100-C’s } 


excellent bombing. Part of the cr ip | 


Now, Casey was flyin’ in the “diamond” that day, 
He said, “For the Luftwaffe, I'll be easy prey, 

There's gonna be a decor ition comin’ to me— day. March 24, Major John Gibl ! 

But it'll be the Purple Heart, posthumously.” bomb the airfield at Steenwiik. Hollane : 
He took a burst of flak. between “three” and “four.” irected by D's hombardier Vv J. Welling, “ 
He yelled, “That's all, brother, there ain’t any more!” pans Dap ascaaers. OI 6 

He rolled her over, went 


| way,” and oa the second run over the 1 
into a spin, 
They couldn't bai 


| out, so they rode her in. Later the same day. Col John Wall 
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Zeigenhain, Germany, with A. Belimow, 100-B bombardier, hitting 
the airfield. 

Arthur Calder on his first raid bailed out over Belgium at 14,000 
feet before his ship exploded, after which one of his gunners walked 
five miles through icy water to avoid capture, and another hid in a 
ditch. Calder told the story back at the base, and remarked: “I know 
I'll get through my missions—I want to get back home to my wife 
too badly.” 

On the April raid to Buchen, an Me. 109 attacked at 12:45 p.n., 
near Steinhuder Lake, shooting off Calder’s left wing, then the ad 
versaries collided, spinning down in flames. Fanatic attacks of 10 
Me. 262 jets, and Me. 109’s, lasted 36 minutes, starting rumors of 
“suicidal ramming,” for it was reported a Jagstaffel of FW's was 
contemplating last-ditch tactics. Bill Howard, hit by an Me. 109, 
pee led out into a ¢ loud bank, and made it back to base. Major Johr 
Gibbons, commanding, flew with Capt. D. E. Hutchinson, with N 
Graham, navigator, A. R. Zemske. hombardier, and D. A. Cordier, 
mickey operator, 

The last crews were lost April 10, when seven Me. 262 jets came 
in two’s and three’s, before bombs away at the Burg airfield, near 
where Delbert Reeve, of Tipton, Ia., was attacked Ly two which hit 
one engine that smoked densely, and the top turret. As Reeve made 
a vertical slow roll, his right wing burst in flame. and though the shiy 
seemed under control for a moment it « rashed. Lawrence Bazin, of 
Girard, Kan.. was forced to peel out, one engine failing, and as he 
tried climbing back into forn 
piece flew off his right wing. two engines burst in flame, and he 
exploded against the ground. 

March 19, Maj. Sumner Reeder, who had taken “Squawkin’ Hawk’ 
back to “the States,” was lost on a flight off the coast east of Rock 


Harbor, Fla.. when a C-54 with Reeder flying as student co-pilot 
crashed from unknown causes, 


1ation two jets assailed him. A large 


and shattered as he struck the water 


The Luftwaffe vs. The Bloody Hundredth 
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times next-door groups were hit, while the 100th wasn’t bothered.” 


wh ‘. One 
ducky Cleven, the 350th’s commander shot down at Bremen, said T he 1 () () { h > 2 \) h 

“T have often heard of the glamorization of the fact that the 100th 

was fighting off the entire Luftwaffe in every engagement, and that 


the Luftwaffe flew by groups (numbering, let us say, up to 20) 
just to flirt with the 100th. In my reasoning, that is absurd. With 
the encroachment of our airplanes over Germany, the Germans had 
too many problems facing them, such as gasoline, maintenance pro- 
duction, etc. to permit the Luftwaffe to ignore the other groups just 
for the saiisfaction of climinating an outfit on the assumption that one 
or two men violated the so-called rules of warfare. 

“In my estimation, when the Luftwaffe was alerted. and dispersed 
after the AAF, it was just a matter of chance whom they contacted 
first. I know from experience I never saw them fly by another outfit 
just to play with us. The Germans in the late stages of the war 
were heyond repayment of minor infractions. and were fighting for 
their preservation. Too, many boys hanging over the bar like to 
impress their current ‘drags’ how they won the war.” 

No one knows the price paid in the war better than the mothers 
whose sons walked out of their homes, clean, young, strong, honest 
to-goodness chaps, never to return. “Only God knows the pangs tug- 
ging at our hearts,” wrote the mother of Dale Giebelhaus, of Lincoln, 
Neb., whose body was washed ashore after the April 5 mission. Mrs 
Ethel Canning, mother of Maj. Reeder, wrote, “I am so lost since 
Sumner is gone,” and parents like R. L. Wagner, of St, Charles, Ill. 
(whose son, John, co-pilot of “Sugar Foot,” went down Dec. 11, 
over Emden), sought to find any small fact concerning the loss of 
their sons which might assuage their bereavement. 

After V-E Day, 


the barracks were deserted of “old men” of the 
100th; 


the S-2 building. clerks shuffled papers which had been 
sent by the graves re 


istration service in Germany, a pile of hundreds 
upon hundreds of papers 


They told where the broken bodies lie. 
The war was over 
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Aiveraft Eases 
Probably A 

AUGUST (Continued) Demroved Destroyed Darn 

Merville, AF; and Lille, AC 

factory (C) . 

Regensburg, AC factory (C) 

Woensdrecht, AF (A)........... None 

Diversion, North Sea (C)........ None 

Bordeaux/Merignac, AF (C)..... None 

Conches, AF; and Evreux, AF (C) None 

Woensdrecht and Gilze, AF’s (C) None 

Watten, V-weapons (C) .... -. None 

Meulan Les Meureux, AC depot 


SEPTEMBER 
2—Kerlin-Bastard, AF (A).. 
3—Paris, Renault, AC factory; and 
Beaumont Le Roger, AF (C). 
Stuttgart, ball bearings; and 
Conches, Bernay-St. Marin, 
Evreux, AF’s (C) 
Watten, V-weapons ( 
Bea is-Tille, AF 
AC factory ( 
ux-Merignac, 
and La Pallice, sul 
Vannes, AF (C) 
Paris, truck { 


Et 
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bly 


FEBRUARY d Destroyed 
3—Wilhelmshafen, city (C)......... 

4—Frankfurt, steelworks (C) 
5—Romilly sur Seine and 


Villacoublay, AF (C) 


& 


10—Brunswick, city (C)............ 


13—Livossart and Bois Rempre, noball 
(Cc). 


aero eng) 
21—Brunswick, AC parts; and Alhorn 

and Vorden, AF’s (C) 
24—Posen, AC factory (C) 


25—Regensburg, AC factory (C) 


29 


or transp.; 
wick, city (( 


—Brunswick, aero engines (C) 


Totals for Month... . Totals for Month. 
MARCH 


Saarguemines, MY (C) 
2—Chartres, AF (C)............... 7—Berlin, city cer 
4—Berlin, elec. equip. depot (C).... 3 2 Berlin, city « 
6—Berlin, elec. equip. depot (C).... 2 ‘ 
8—Berlin, Eckner, bearings (C)..... 
9—Oranienburg, AC fac tory (A).... 
15—Brunswick, AC factory (C)...... Falle 
16—Gablingen, AF; and Augsburg, 11—Li 

erty (C) i... a q 
18—Gablingen, Lechfeld, Aug 
AF's; and Munich, city (C)... 
19—Marquise, Mimoye 


C) 
kip : Berlin, city center (C) 
8, noball ( L 

22—Oranienburg, AC actory; and seca We 

Berlin, city (C).... 
23—Brunswick, AC (C) 

Bordeaux, AF (C).... 

28—Chateaudun, AF (C). 


Totals for Month... 42 
APRIL 
8—Quackenbruck, AF (C) 
10—Rheims, AF (C).... 
11—Posen, AC 


+ and Rostock, city (C) 10 
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Enemy Aircraft Enemy 
Aircraft Probably Aircraft 


JUNE Destroyed Destroyed Damaged 
2—Boulogne, shore def. (C) None 


2—Paris, railway junction (C). . None 
4—Boulogne, shore def. (C)..... .. None 
5—Abbeville, railway bridge; and 
Boulogne, beach (C).......... 0 

6—(D-DAY) Quistreham, beach (C) None 
6—Falaise, town (A).. None 
6—Falaise, town (C) . None 
7—Nantes, bridge (C).. . None 
8—Tours, bridge (C) None 
10—Morlaix, AF (A) None 


2 


«++» None 
12—Rosieres, AF; and Dunkirk, 
shore def. (C) 0 
14— 
15—Misburg, oil refy.; 
OSE OD oie dwusgatennsaernst None 
Ostermoor, oil refy.; and 
Brunsbuttelkoog, canal lock (C) None 
Corme Ecluse, AF (C) 
Fallersleben, MT (C). -.. None 
Ruhland, oil refy, (C)... . None 
21—Basdorf (Berlin), aero engine None 
22—Paris, river docks (C 1 
Crepeuil, noball; and Rouen-Grand 
Couronne, oil depot (C)...... 
South France, Maquis, supplies (C) 
Drohobyez, Poland, oil refy, 
(from Russia 
Bohlen, oil refy, (C) 


None 


None 


Totals for Month. . 
JULY 
3—Arad, Roumania, MY (st 
(Cc) . as SATs Reecn ede 
Gien, railway bridge ( 
Beziers, MY (from Italy) (C 
Fle Crepeuil, 
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AUGUST (Continued) 


26—Brest, ground def. (C)... 
30—Bremen, tank factory (C) 


OCTOBER (Contir 
avons No 19—Lud n 


Totals for Month... 


SEPTEMBER 
3—Brest, ground def. (C) 
5—Stuttgart, aero engines (C) NOVEMBER 
8—Mainz, ordnance depot (C) OSE a 


9—Dusseldorf, arms factory; and 
Riezholz, town (C)............ 


10. 
1] 


13—Sindelfinger, MT (C)........... 
18—Warsaw, Polish supplies (C) 
19 


Szolnok, Hungary (from Russia) 


25—Ludwigshafen, MY (C).......... 
26—Bremen, tank works (C) 

21 — Maing, MEY (GC) occ cee scracceass 
28—Merseburg, oil refy. (C)......... 
30—Bielef ordnance dump (C).... None 


Totals for Month..., 16 
OCTOBER 


2—Kassel, aero engines (C)........ 
3—Illesheim, AF; Ludwigsburg, town; 
and Nurnburg, tank factory (C) 
5—Handorf, AF (A)...... . 
6—Berlin, AC ponents (C) 
7—Bohlen, oil refy.; and Hamlin, 
MY (C) .. 
9—Weisbaden, ordnance depot; a 
Mainz, MY (C) ....... -»» None 
12—Bremen, AC (C). 
15—Cologne, MY (C) 
1i—Cologne, MY (C).. 
18—Kassel, aero ¢ 


None 
None 
None 
None 
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1945 
Enemy 
JANUARY 
2—Bad Kreuznach, MY (¢ 


Fulda, MY (C) 
Frankfurt, MY (C) 


Germersheim, AF; and 
Annweiler, town (C) - None 
1 None 
ay bridge; and 
Puisburg-Hackfeld, Kaz 
Oberka 


burg, br 


s for Month 
FEBRUARY 
Berlin, city (C) 


oil refy.; and Chemnitz 
ka 
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APRIL Deatroye a Damaged 
3—Kiel, subyards (C) ............ 0 0 
4—Kiel, subyards (C).............. N 
«— 5—Nurnburg, MY (C)............. 0 9 
6—Leipzig, MY (C) ..... Eee 
7—Buchen, underground oil (C) 2 l 
8—Eger, Czech., MY (C).........-. 
9—Munich, AF (C).......c0ce0eees 
10—Burg-bei-Magdeburg, AF (C)... 
11—Landshut, ordnance depot; and 
Ingolstadt, MY (C) None 
14—Royan, France, ground def. (C).. None 
15—Royan, ground def. (C)... -. None 
16—Royan, ground def. (C)... ... None 
ie. MY ( None 
, MY; 


None 
20—Oranienburg, MY (C).......... None 


Totals for Month 12 


CREWS LOST IN ACTION 


Crews are identified by names of pilots. The status is indicated 
thus: KJA for killed in action: MIA for missing in action and prob- 
ably dead; PPD for person presumed dead; and RMC for returned 
to military control, and refers only to the pilots. 


1943 
June: 25—Alonzo P. Adams, KIA; Oran Petrich, KIA; Paul J. 
Schmalenbach, KIA. 
July: 4—Robt. G. Pearson, RMC: 10. Chas. L. Duncan, RMC; 


9 


25—Richard C. Carey, RMC. 
August: 17—Glen Van Noy, RMC; Henry P. Shotland, RMC; 
Thos. D. Hummel, RMC; Donald W. Hollenbeck, RMC; Roy F. Clay- 


tor, RMC; Ronald W. Brailey, RMC: Donald K. Oakes, RMC; Robt 
M. Knox, KIA; Curtis R. Biddick, PPD 
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May: 8—Donald E. Riggle. RMC; 11—Jack Hunter, MIA; 12 
Jack G. Moore, RMC; Alex. W. Kinder, RMC: 19 —Ralph D. Horne, 
RMC; Martin D. Ruper, KIA; 24—Lindley L. Williamson, RMC; 
Frank J. Malooley, RMC: Henry Jesperson, RMC; Martin T. Hoskin 
son, PPD; Robt. G. Roeder, KIA (previously listed PW); Emil J. anuary 
Siewert, KIA; Delbert S. Pearson. RMC: Clarke T. Johnson, PPD ebruar 3— Fu 
J. R. Geary, RMC; 28—Lucius G. Lacy, RMC: 29 Burdette L. Wil thn Ernst, RME 
liams, RMC. March: 3—J 

June: S—Mark V. Wilson, RMC: Chas. L. Petersen, KIA: 12 Paul E. DeWe 
John F. Ryan, KIA; Edw. P. McKeague (died in hospital) ; 24—Geo 21—Bernard L. Painter. RM 
L. Roth, KIA; 25—Kenneth L. Houghton. RMC; 27 John L. Don- Arthur G, Larsen, MIA 
aldson, MIA, ccagesipiaiccnatoe pages 

July: 13—Chas. J. Hardin, RMC; Donald A. Waters, RMC; 20 Arthur R. Calder, mt a 
Magee C. Fuller, RMC; 23—Lawrence E. Townsend, RMC: 28 Bazin, MIA; D. D. Reeve, MIA 
Floyd H. Mason, RMC: Albert S. Spear, MIA; Wesley G. Stansbury. 

MIA; 29—Wm. T. Fitzroy, RMC: Gerald H. Steussy, RMC; Car : ; <Tp 
C. Gustafson, Jr.. KIA; Eden C. Jones, KIA; Morris FE. Clark, KIA ENEMY PLANES DESTROYED 


Wm. L. Greiner, RMC; Robt. J. Se homp, RMC; Jackson E. Phelps, Enemy planes destroyed are indicated by L 
KIA. 


PD. 


August: 5—Bert L. Seott, KIA: Anthony J. Gallagher, MIA; 8 
John P. Keys, MIA; 11—Alfred Aske, KIA; 14—Donald E. Ciele- | July. 
wich, RMC Baker, No 

Sepember: 3—John E. David, KI A; 11—Wesley R. Carlton, MIA | Flounder 
Harold R. Taylor, KIA; Albert E lrommer, KIA; Lawrence W. GK 8 
Riegel, MIA; John S. Giles. RMC: Orville C. Everitt, MIA; Chas. 
E. Baker. MIA: Hugh He lladay, RMC; Jos. H. Raine, KIA; Paul E 


Corley, RMC; Howard R. Schulte, MIA: 28 Raymond E. Harney 


mano, Phil Ong, 


no listing). 


October: 6—Frederick G. Reed, RMC: 7 Albert W. Grigg, RMC. 


November: 5—Orin E H pkins, RMC: 10—John F. Lundquist. 
RMC; 30-—Vermont 0. Anderson, MIA. mpbe s 


December: 31—Wallace G. Wilson, RMC: Leo D. Ross, RMC: Se ee eee Eas 
Wm. Mayo, MIA; John F, Morin, RMC: Clifton M. Williams, MIA; eee 
Billy B. Blackman, RMC; Paul L. Carroll, RMC: Ralph H. Whitcomb, re ae Ee ae 
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L. R. Weeks, Max Russ, D. B. Garrison, Blazier Paddy, M. J. Tano- 
wich, H. E. Barnum, G. A. Clark, R. A. Hufford, J. J. Ehlen, J. M. 


Johnson, G. A. Coombs, P. J. Healey, J. E. Ferraggiaro, R. E. Bargen- 


dahl, G. D. Sportelli, J. F. Mc Donough, L. W. Saunders, R. A. Even- 


son, S. J. Young, Marvin Miller, T. Stringfellow, C. T. Daniels; 


PD—Lis. Via, Douglas, F. S. Harper; Sets. L. A. Castro, B. J. Barr, 


Yevich, H. E. Calhoun, G. D. Sportelli, McClellan. 


September. 4: D—Lts, Paul Pascal, R. Elliott; Sets. N. F. Hol- 
ton, R. W. Sandy, W. J. Casebolt, W. Hafko, W. Williams, D. 


McAllister; PD—Lt. P. F. DeLao: Sats. V. Best, C. J. Ping, J. A. 
McCusker, R. D. Gangwer. 6: D—Lt. Chas. Via: Sets. J. E. Boyle, 
H. L. Pope, R. A. Hufford, W. G. Dowell, W. A. Agea, H. B. Thorn- 
ton, R. A. Stuart, R. M. Louen; PD—H. W. Calhoun. 15: D—Sgts 
Warren Lush (2), A. C. Raczynski, M. Drudge, George; PD—Sgts. 


R. K. Anderegg. L. E. Leist. 


October. 4: D—Sgts. B. G. Eaton, W. G. Dowell, F. D. Brown, 


A. R. Tirrell (2), Carl Battin, C. A. Raczynski, C. A. Combs, R. L. 
Bixler. 3: D—Sgts. M. Schrier, V. T. Wright, G. F. Knolle; PD— 
R. H. Agor, C. E. Marengo, R. W. Sandy. 8: D—Lts. H. J. Sprew, 
R. C. Kelsey, A. C. Twitchell, C. A. Via (2), W. W. Sprow (2) ; Sets. 
W. F. McClelland (2), P. M. Caveny, Ira Turner, M. B. Thornton 
(3), I. W. Saunders, L. E. Nord. 10: D —Sgts. M. V. Boccuzzi, 
W. J. DeBlasio. 14: D—Sgts. C. A. Butts, D. O. Ellis, T. A. Kendall, 
C. J. Phelan, W. A. Taylor, R. O. Dettweiler. J. K. Beard. 

November. 26: D—N. F. Holton. 30: D—C. D. Dawson. 

December. 11: D—Lt. L. R. Jaebker; Sgts. T. L. Gribble, R. E 
Donnelly, Wm. Clough, A. A. Cooper. 


1944 
February. 20; D—P. A. Delpiore; PD—D. F, Feagins. 
March. 4: D—Sots, P. A. Delpiore, J. Lee, C, F. Schuster, G. W. 
Burton, H. Stearns, F: X. Kerin. 6: D—Lts. R. A. Kroenke, H. 
Greenberg, A. E. Cox, L. W. Smith, J. Felsenstein: Capt. J. H. Payne; 
Sgts. D. R. Dickenson, A, W, Bunting, N. A. Pardee, W. Eresman, 


J. G. Kelley, 
Donahue, R. J. Mi 
Kizak, C. J. Mi 

E. I, Morgan: PD 


April, 11: D—Lt. S. an: 

Thomas (2), J. Rybak. P. H. Rowe, F. E. Swartz 
M. L. Lobb. 13: D—Sgt. C. G. Hunt. 22: D 
G. G. Davis. 

May. 1: D—Y. M. Harikian. 19: D—Lt. B.C. Barfie 

G. M. Anderson, G. Williamson, W. P. McNally. J. t i 
R. N. Mathiasen, A. M. Trigg, L ailie, W. A. Barrack; PD— 
Lt. J. A. Graziano; Set. L. M. Bailey. 24: D—Lts. P. H. 
D. M. Bailey; Sgts. R. Rodriguez, F. E. Swartz 
(3), Chas. Slaght, Langden; PD—Wm. McNall 
Dimel, W. M. Pickett, V. O. Breazeale; Szts. G 
M. F. Dottoviano, P. E. Hunter; PD—L. ’ 

June. 21: D—Sget. J. A. Morrow: 

25: D—Lt. R. E. Nietz; Set. K. E. 

July. 13: D—Sgts. C. McCutcheon, G. Winkler, C. K. Platkin, 
F. J. Moran, J, Greenwald (1), J. D. Ticer (1 6); Set. J. Cassell. 
29: D—C. K. Platkin. 

August. 5: D—C. W. Emerson. 

September, 11: D—Lts. R. P. Farrell, R. Tunnicliff; Syts, S$. L. 
Foushee, M. K. Brooks, L. D. Guthrie, L. Sloan, A. Milone, R. K 
Thormahlen, C. W. Emerson, Collier, M. D Cooper, R. 8. Barnett (2), 
C. E. Miller, and 1, each for W. P. West, C. J. Vogel, T. L. Sloan. 
J. A. Biggs; PD—Sgts. C. S. Hellard, A. Milone, F. E. Blak 4 
Lamb, D. D. Humphrey, D. R. Ehlenfelt, D. J. Farley, J 


Collier, 
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31: D—Lts. J. J. Dye, J. M. Harbison; Sgts. L. F 


. J. A. Wolos (2), R. H. Dunker, 


P. E. Hall, W. L. Harris, Norman Nance, R. J. Levin, F. 0. Crist. 
G. Griffin, R. J. Mullaney, J. N. Nielson, R. L. Wilson. P. J. Kick 


J. Boden, and 
G. R. Weaver, D. W. Jessel, D. Young; PD—Sgts. W. R. Taylor 
t. J. King, R. L. Grunstead, V. P. Distelrath. G. Eberenz, J. Boden 


I 


and !4 each for I 


January. 14: 


each for R. G. Jonson, T. L. Whitacre, E. L. Blar 


G. Hunter, A. F. Marcello. D. W. Jessel, D. Young 


1945 
Sgts. W. E. Hayes, W. J. Lehman, J. P. Judd, 


W. F. Dondero, Vesper Maxted, D. Reynolds; PD—J. Wastart. D. R 


Wright. 

March. 18 
Wright. 21: D 
jeek. 


April. 7: D 


Miller, W. J. Cohen 
H. G. Larsen, J. R. Smith, Eckert, R. W. Blikeng; PD 


Lt. P. A. Wilkes 
carello. 10: D 
J. C. Agan; PD 
J. G. Zedes, 


LOSSES OF THE 


D—1ly each by Sets. K. L. Morphew and D. H 
» each by Sets. J. R. Hudson and J. M. Zakra 


Sgts. J. McCullough, W. Dudez, J. F. Cox, E. W 
- and Lt. R. A. Decker, and 1% each for Sgts 
4 each for 
m; Sets. J. B. George, J. P. Dougherty, J. L. Chios 
Sats. P. R. Chandler, Daniel Radice, P. E. Yarnat 
R. C. Anderson, and 15 each for R. D. Michael and 


L00™ GROUP 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


100TH'’S 306 MISSIONS 


Jan 

Feb, 
Mar. 
Apr 


SUMMARY 
1943. 
1944 


1945 
Totals 83 241 165 
AIRPLANES LOST IN 


(Probable Causes: } 


y ene 


49th 
50th 
55 1st 


ACTION 
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Killed in Action 


Crew positions of the 241 men known to have been killed in action: 
Command pilots 2, pilots 30, co-pilots 23, navigators 18, bombardiers 
0 operators 31, waist gunners 51, ball turret 24, 

A total of 180 planes of the 100th were lost under conditions 
resulting in death, or imprisonment, of some members of the crew, 
xcluding “erack-ups” in England. Column headings signify: PW, 
prisoners of war: KIA, killed in action; RMC, returned to military 
control, either from prison or escaping; MIA, missing in action 
(most of whom are presumed dead). Capt. Charles Terry, who made 
t the above statistics, reported: “It seems probable that of the 
1 men lost in action, about 700 lost their lives. If those killed 
accidents in England and those who came back to base, but died 
wounds, were added, the figure would be between 750 and 775.” 

The “PW's” are listed in the last compilation as “RMC,” with but 
of whom presumably died in prison) still given as “PW.” 


NOTE: This list of men killed, missing, and prisoners; and of 
those who flew missions, was compiled from the files of the 100th 
Bombardment Group, and is not intended to supersede official infor- 
mation given out by the War Department. For instance, some of 


those listed as prisoners were actually “escapees”—never captured; 
almost all of those listed “missing” are now “presumed dead.” The 
dates given—for example, 10 10 43—are interpreted, 10th day of 
10th month, 1943, or, in other words, the Munster raid of 10th of 
October, 1943. First names or initials are given for the next-of-kin 
when the last name corresponds to that of the man in question. 
LEGEND: P, pilot; CP, co-pilot; B, bombardier; N, nav igator; E, 
engineer; TT, top turret; R, radioman; BT, ball turret; TG, tail; 
W, waist; G, gunner. 
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KILLED IN ACTION 


Road, 
ville, N.Y., 25-6 


ILA, BT 
St. Mary's, 
3. 


DOUGLAS . 
c-o Mrs. M a . Tex.,, 8-10-43 


RICHARD H. AGOR, BT 

e-o Mrs. Marie, 110 E. Chestnut, 
Schomokin, Pa., 8-10-43 
LONNIE J. ALBIN, W 

c-o Mrs. O. B., 106 W. Page, 
Dallas, Tex., 18-3-44 


WM. H. ALLEN, R 
c-o Elma, Elgin, Tex., 12-6-44 


CORWIN E. ALSPACH, TG 
c-o Mrs. Brownie, 1567 Ottawa, 
Akron, O., 5-6-44 


ALBERT F. AMIERO, P 
c-o Albert A., 2818 N. Leavitt, 
Chicago, DIL, 6-5- 


ELMER J. ANDERSON, TG 
c-o Evan, 531 N. 6th, Fresno, Cal., 12-6- 


CHARLEY ANGLIN, BT 

300 W. Sth, El Dorado, Ark., 11-5-44 
CHAS. C. ANTHONY, W 

¢-o Mrs. Lucylie, Grayling, Mich., 6-3-44 
MARVIN H. APKING, CP 


¢-o Mrs. Maxine, Rt. 1, 
Wynot, Neb., 24-5-44 


co 
Dimmitt 


MATTHEW G. AV 

e-o Mrs, M. A 

Tyler, Tex., 

WM, A. AVERY, BT 

e-o Win. A., Sr., 221 Parker 
Benton Harbor, Mich,, 8-10-43 
THOS, D. BAER, TG 

c-o Mrs. Phyllis, Rt. 2, 
Gridley, Cal., 6-3-44 

HIKE H. BAGDASIAN, E 
c-o Harry, 1406 Harvard, N.W 
Washington, D.C., 11-9-44 
JAS. R. BAIR, R 

e-o Mrs. Bridget, Terrace, Pa., 8-17-43 


ENNIS M. BANKHE 


Paris, 1 

MARSHALL BANTA, R 

e-o Mrs. Ruby 010 Lower River, 
Cincinnati, O., 12-43 

RALPH BARKER, B 

c-o R. M., Rt. 1, Nassau, N.Y., 22-12-48 
ALVIN L. BARKER, P 


c-o Mrs, H., 506 Willow. 
Sherman, Tex., 8-10-43 


., 2B-4-44 


c-o Mrs. Vietor, Knox, 

Buffalo, N.Y., 2 

MAURICE E, B TTY. F 

c-o Mrs. Ira, Cove, O., 10-10-43 
EUGENE M. BECK, E 

7813 Sangomon, Chicago, Ill, 6-43 
HAROLD G. BECKER, N 

e-o Mrs. Edna, Stitzer, Wis., 7-5-44 
WM. M. BEDDOW, P 

c-o Mrs. Mae 

Birmingham, Ala., 10-10-43 
LAWRENCE H. BENNETT 

e-o Mrs. Lillian Spe 

M 

ROBT. H. BENNETT, R 

c-o Mrs. Eva, Brinkley, Ark., 6-10-44 
GEOR H. BERG, BT 

c-o Mrs. Hans, 1790 W. 5th, 
Dunellen, N.J., 11-9-44 


LES 


THOS. BEV ERIDC 
¢-o Thos, Sr., 914 § 
San Diego, Cal 


CURTIS R. BIDDICK, P 
c-o Elmer Hughes, 58 College Park, 
Davis, Cal., 17-8-43 


CHAS. BODENHEIMER, E 
=o Mr aril, Pasadena Courts, 
San Angelo, Tex., 28-| 


JOE BOST, G 
c-o Mrs. Addie, Rt. 1, 
Newton, N.C., 8-10-43 


R. E. BOWLER, TT 
co Mrs. Helen, 1092 Park, 
Meadville, Pa., 
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ILD E. CLANTON, W 


» Ww 


Tenn. 
MORRIS E. CLARK, P 


Philadelphia, Pa., 9-5-44 


HERBERT H. COLE 
¢-o Mrs. Susie, East Lebanon, Me., 1 


ER COMPTON, TG 
Mary. Hartley, Ky., 17-8-43 


IRVING W. COOKE, BT 
BROWN, E e-o J, O., Cedarknolls, N.J., 
. CLARENCE A. COOMBS, BT 
o Arth bon, Me., 10-10-43 


RALPH G, COTTER, B 
: firs. Jes 5 


ge DIBPLE, B 
c- s Bangor. Mick 
EDW. R. CSECH, W 

eo Paoline. 898 Marenex 


CUDINY, CP 
s, Marblehead, Mas 
RICHARD CURRAN, N 
c-o Mrs. Grace, 90-11 86th Rd 
Woodhay N.Y mel 
ER M. CUTLER 
Jean, 2 
10, Mich 
CLYDE F. DALE, N - 
WM. L. CHANG, W e-~) Mrs. Etta, Hamilton, Mo., 6-3-44 Cl 
ee WARD DALTON, } WILBUR G. DISHNE 
= F co Mrs. Effi N.J., 24-9-48 ooln. S 


j 


a> 
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M. ESPE: PH 
Hilisboro, N.D., 20-11-44 
LLOYD W. EVANS, CP 
Martha, 1133 Richardson, 
Artesia, N.M., 8-10-43 


43 
FARNSWORTH, BT 
Eva, Anson, Tex., 11-9-44 
STLEY M. FIELD, W 
rs. Alda, 20 ( 
gton, Mass, 1 


AS. W. FLOYD, P 
Ch . 1833 Carr, 
Tenn., 3-9-43 
PORD. E 
hine, Sedan, Kan., 6-3-44 
D J. FOX, CP 
Minnie, 841 W. 35th 
lk, Va., 8-10-43 
ANKEL 
1600 
4 


RENCH 


Houst 


DELBERT M. GADBERRY, BT 


¢-o Mrs. Beecher, Powersville. Mo., 11- 


GALLAGHE 


San Francisco, 


JOUN J 
co Mrs 


Philadel 
GEO. A. GLAZE 


c-o Mr 


LAWRENCE E. GODBEY, TT 
c-o Mrs. Kate, Rt. 3, Radford, Va., 17. 
(TH S. GOLDFARB, R 
2 Greenridge 
Plains, N.Y., 2! 


OMAR GONZALES, N 
c-o J 105 Willem, 
San Antonio, Tex., 6-11-43 


WILLARD V. GOOS, W 
Fred, Rt. 1, Wheeling. Mo. 


YMOND J. GORMLEY, P 


JACK M. GOSS, E 

19 High, Bar Harbor, Me., 4-7-43 
JAS. V. GOSS, N 

c-o L. W., 301 Kingston, 

Rome, Ga., 10-11-44 
THOS. F. COUPILL, P 
e-o Mrs. Thos., S 84 Clements, 
Detroit, Mich. 


CLIFFOR 
oo € 
Pont 
MILTON GR. 
e-o Mrs. An 
Brooklyn, N.Y., 24- 
WM. A. GRAHAM, R 
J. W., 2116 Sadler 
ille, Tenn., DATE? 
WM. S. GRIER, C 5 
-~o Mrs. W. M., Knappton, Wash., 24-93-43 
0 J. GRIFFIN, R 
e-o Mrs. Lena. 48 Corey. 
Charlestown, W.Va., 2 


28 2nd, 
11-9-44 
NKOWSKI, R 
40 Peterson, 


, 24-5-44 


KILLED IN ACTION 


JESSE D._GURLEY 
Beebe, Ark., 25-6-43 
WALTER J. GURSKY, W 
c-o Mary, 151 W. 10th, 
Bayonne, 29-7244 
CARL C. GUSTAFSON, JR., P 
¢-o Mrs. Carl, Rt. 1, Ruston, La., 29-71-44 
A. GUSTAVSON. E 
nnie, 5131 Lineoin 
€ 


JOHN J. GVE Ww 


J.R. HADDO? 
c-o Mrs. Jas.. 1 


Los Angeles, Cal 


WILLARD J. HAHN, B 
co I. Great rthern Railroad, 
H a, Mont,, 2 44 


MAHLON A. HALL, TG 
c-o Mrs. Dorothea, Rt 
Escalon, Cal., 6-3-44 
JOHN S. HAMILTON, B 
¢-o Mrs. Mable, 1411 Gr 
Alameda, Cal. 


D 


1588 Mears, 
Cincinnati, O., 6- 


RUDOLPH H. HARMS, E 
escent City, Ill., 3-9-43 
RAYMOND E. HARNEY, P 
c-o Mrs, Gladys, Fort Myers, Fia., 28-0-44 
CHARLES L. HASWELL, W 
Virginia, 33 James, 
Mass, 19-5-44 


{ALCOM E. HAVARD, CP 
» Mrs. David, 
West Pittston, Pa., 20-1, 44 


RALPH G. HAWK, R 
c~ Mrs. Clarence, Rt. 4 
Athens, O., 19-5-44 


JAMES F. HE. 
Fra 
Grasmere, 


WM. J. HEATH, B 
c-o Mrs. Wm.,. Newport, Wash., 8-10-43 


JAS. L 
¢-o Mrs 
Pittsburgh, Pa 
HERMAN F. HERHAMER, W 
co M rnad 
iil 
A. HERRMANN, B 
rs. Carl S. Poplar, 
pulpa, Okla., 7-544 

EDWARD A. HESSE. CP 
c-o Edward. Hartington, Neb., 6-10- 


THOS. E. HICK, W 
rs. Caroline, 518 S. 17 
ng, P 19-5-44 


(IN A. HICKMAN, E 
c-o Mildred 33 Beekman, 
Cincinnati, O., 6-3-44 


SAMUEL M. HICKS, BT 
e-o Ruth, 211 Sanpasquale, 
Albuquerg M., 10-10-48 


DONALD R, HILTON, TG 
c-o Effie, Grandview, Mo., 8-10-43 


WM. M. HINTON, BT 
c-o Chas,, 138 Maywood, 
Youngstown, O., 17-8-43 


WM. P. HOHMAN, TG 
eo Mra. Frank, 


HORSTMANN, N 
2580 Cherry 
Denver, Colo., 22-4-44 


ALLEN D. HORTON, BT 
Mrs. May. 14825 Dacosta 
63-44 


MARTIN T. HOSKINSON, P 
c-o Mrs. Martin. Rt. 1 
Anchorage, Ky., 24-5-44 


RICHARD P. HOWEL, R 
1314 X St., Vancouver, Wash., 


JOHN E. HOWLEY, TG 
e-o Caroline, 25811 Gibraltar, 
Fist Rock, Mich., 18-83-44 


6 
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KILLED IN ACTION 


CENTURY 


LLOYD KOUNS, R 
V White 


GEO Z. KRECH CP 
KROCZYNSKL TG 
18 10th 


tOENKE 


JOHN G. KRUZICH, G 
Madrid, Ia., 25-6-43 
DONALD E, KUNT 
. co Mrs. H 2 
HOWARD L. KILM Marinette 
STANLEY W. LABUZ 
P 


; c-o Mra. € ance 
New ¥ 
LAKIN, R 
87 Oh 


JOHN T. JOHNSTON, N 
M Oo 
LONGDOD 
418 5 


N.LY., 5-86-44 


ATIMER 
tla, H 
BARON 


Ma 


) LECOURAS. RK 
Jessie, [63 Boston 


Mass, 11-56-44 


So) 
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LUND, W 
-o Mrs. Clarence, 
Clarkfield, Minn., 18-3-44 


CHAS. J. LUQUETTE, BT 
c-o Mrs. Chas., 518 W. 6th, 
Amarillo, Tex., 6-3-44 
FRANK LUSENKO, W 
coM Dora, 355 Hook Rd, 
Penns Grove, N.J., 30-11-44 
ROBT. J. LYNCH, W 

c-o Mrs. Mary, 53 Grove, 
Winchester, Mass, 10-10-43 


ROY M. LYNCH. N 
Mrs. Sara, 114 Lenneau Dr 


S.C., 11-9-44 


Parkway North 
144 


LLOYD MALTBIE 


c-o Mrs. 

Amorita, Okla., 5-8-44 
ROBT. H. MARBACH, W 
eo Mrs. Anita, 
San Antonio. Tex., 8-5-44 


AL ANDER W. MARKOWSKI 
1016 Lincoln, Utiea, N.Y., 17-843 


ARTHUR E. MARTIN, E 
‘ira. Noella, 12 Bond, 
Augu: Me., TH44 


PAUL A. MARTIN, P 
c-o Mrs, Edna, 


Washington Boro, Pa., 18-38-44 


NICHOLAS MATULIK, BT 


c-o Mrs. Heler 


CHAS YVILLE, E 
e-o Mrs. . lith, 
Pensacola, Fla., 25-7-43 


RODNEY MeCAUGHIN, R 
e-o Margaret B., 2116 Mt. Vernon 
Philadelphia, Pa., 29-4-44 


STEWART A. McCLAIN, P 
¢-o Mrs. Josephine, 
Tuscumbia, Ala., 


WENDELL K. McCONNAHA, N 
c-o Mrs. Nancy, 402 W. Lincoin 
Blair, Neb., 16-9-43 
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eo Mrs. L. W., Sr., 119 Hillside, 
Asheville, N.C., 1-44 


CHAS. J. MeGROGAN, TG 
c-o Mrs. Mary, Rt. 5, Box 234, 
Crafton Branch, Pittsburgh, Pa 


JAS, W. McGUIRE, P 
c-o Mrs. Marylois, 1 
Denver, Colo. 4-44 


EDW. P. MeKEAGUE, P 
¢-o Mrs. Beatrice, 560 E. Main. 
Lockhay Pa. 


ROBT. L. McKNIGHT, R 
c-o Mrs. Lola, 505 W. Abram, 
Arlington, Tex., 3-9-43 


WM. P. McNALLY, TG 
c-o Mrs. John, 1021 Summit, 
Jersey City, N.J., 28-T-44 


CECIL J. MeNEER, BT 
c-o Mrs, Edna, Mitchellville, Ia., 19-5-44 


JAY B. McPHEE, E 
c-o Mrs. Sarah. 33794 Palmer, 
Wayne, Mich., 8-10-43 


FRANK H. MEADOWS, P 

o Frank, 937 S.W. 28th, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., 8-10-43 
SHERWYN W. MEYERS, R 


co Mrs. Eva, 106 Oakland Ct., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 18-83-44 


8. Downing. 


3 Ralph, Rt 
Mt. Wolf, Pa., 14- 


JEROME MIL’ 


Bay Shore, N.Y 


ROBT. C. MINEAR. WG 
e-o Mrs. Chas., 306 E. 8rd. 
N. Manchester, Ind., 23. 


GUS J. MINK, N 
c-o Mrs. Rosemary, 2702 Hawes 
Monroe, La., 22-12-43 


EDW. G. MINTON, NG 
c-o Mrs. Olga, 475 Moscow, 
San Franciseo, Cal, 31-7-45 


JOS. F. MOLONEY, G 
c-o Mrs, Marguerite. 64 Hemenway, 
Joston, Mass., 6-9-43 


RANDOLPH C. MOORE, W 


0. MORRISON, B 


h, Lafayette, Ind., 16- 


3. S. MORROW, BT 


s. Aalineville. O., 24-5-44 


MORROW. G 


Florence, 55 Bidwell Hwy 


N.Y., 12-12-48 


Mary. Woodland, Cal., 8-10-43 


GRADY MOYLE, N 

ist., 

» N.C., 10-10-43 
BLUFORD B. MULLINS, CP 
i vo, Greenville, Miss. 
THOS. E. MURPHY 
Delia. 
tham, Mass. 


MURRAY, P 
Rt. 1, Hughesville, Pa 


Ww 


CHAS. W., MYLIUS, P 
c-o Chas., College Rd.. 
Richmond. Va.. 20-11-44 
HERBERT G, NA 

e-o Mrs. Virgini 
Albana, W.Va. 


PATRICK J. NEILON, E 
Mrs. Lois, 1111 W. Gramercy, 
Antonio, Tex., 8-10-43 


ELLIE R. NESMITH, CP 
c-o Mrs. Marydelh, 126 Pearl, 
Macon, G: 


MAX NEWMAN, R 
co Mrs. Fannie, 1474 Lincoln Pl. 
Brooklyn, N-Y., 26-11-43 


6-3-44 


KILLED IN ACTION 


FREDRIC B 


HOWARD W 
c-o Mrs. Ral 
LYLE E. NO 
c-o Mrs. Lesa 


Superior 


OGG, 


va, 906 Frio, 


NICHOLS. R 


RD, TG 


162 


w 


Tex., 18-3-44 


rs. Anna 


226 W 


t Arthur, Tex., 


DEXTER 
c-0 Eron, Boor 
J. H. PAYNE 
Ju 
Lexington 
JOSEPH S. P 
co Mrs. PF. A 


A.V 
eo Jos 


YAN B. PET 
ula 


Sterling. Colo. 


CHAS. L, PETERSON, P 


usville 


ERS. BT 


PATE. W 


Miss, 8-10-43 


Rt. 2, Bel 


ORAN PETRICH, P 


Sturgis, S.D. 


43 


JACKSON E. PHELPS. 


e-o Fay, Rt. 1 


13526 


Canajo 


Alr, Md., 1} 


Cliff Rd 
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CARL J. PHILLIPS, E NORMA 
e-o Mrs. Neva, 1308 N.E. c-o Mrs. 
Oklahe City, Okla 


: L. RASMUSSEN, B y. SABOTKA, TG 
iellie, Lexington, Neb., 6-3-44 0 Anna, 1012 Ist 

SUMNER H. REEDER, P . 
DARRELL C. PIEL, R c-o Mrs. Ethel Canning, 3145 Clifton NATHAN L. SANI 3 EMIL J. SIEWERT, P 
c-o Mrs. Anna, Dunning, Neb. St. Louis, Mo. © Mrs. Ruth O'Neal, 2520 Wishor eo Mrs. Marie, Hobart 
PHILIP D. PITTS, B JOHN P. RIBUFFO. BT wes OS. C. SILVANI 
c-o R. C.. St. Charles, Va.. 11-9-44 Mrs. Rose 
RICHARD A. POWELL, N 
e-o Mrs. Mary, 1213 Euclid. SAPONI 
Holliday’s Cove, W. Va., 29-1- 68 N. Lapeer tentino, 1916 Jer 

Jeverly Hills, Cal., 31-12-44 eneetud ‘ 10- 
E. C. POWER, B ee : 


Mrs. Elma, 5528 S. Correll MYRON D. RICHMOND, P 
Thieago, Ill., 12-12-43 e-o Mra. T. F., 50 


Ist, 
SEY ell, Okla., 22-4- 
1OTT 0. PREBLE, W Blackwell, Okla,, 22-4-44 
Thas., Cor. Wash & Sur ROBT. E. RIES. CP 
uryport, Mass., 10-10-48 c-o Mrs. Gus, 182 
CHAS. PRESLEY, w eeeee < 
c-o Anne, Rt. 1, Red Level, Aln CLAY E. RIFE, W 
» Cle B4 k 
THEODORE W. PRICE, R : SPs be ‘eas 
c-o Mra. Ada Cyr, 612 N. Idaho 2s 
3 t FRANK A. RITTER. CP 
e-o Henry, 14 Atwood. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 12-6-44 


CARMINE ROBERTO. R 
c-o Mrs. Rose. St z St 
Weirton Heights, W.Va.. 29-7-44 


CORNELIUS W. ROBINSON, W 
CLAREN PULLEM, B c-o Mrs, Helen, Burkville, Ala., 22-4-44 
c-o Mrs. Betty, 6 Roth mca 
Reading, O., 18-3-44 ROBT. G. ROEDERP 
c-o Mrs. W. G., 161 Boulevard 
GEO. A. PULTS. NG Searsdale, N.Y 44 ARTHUI 
c-o Mrs. Velva M. Gallagher LAN S >RS. CP Mra, ¥ 
East Port Orchard, Wash SEES Se ROE Se peat og 


OND J. SCHETER 


LEWIS W. PRIEGEL. 
159 N. 4th, Aurora, Ill 


HAROLD PRINCE, BT 
c-o Mrs. J. H 
Maplewood. 


LAWRENCE A. RADKA. R 

¢-o Mrs. Dorothy. 307 Kingsley 

Normal, Il., 11-044 c-o Mrs, Alma, 1527 E. 8rd 
ALBERT F. RACZ, B Lier cers clinics 

c-o Mrs. Jose GEO L. ROTH. P 
Chicago Heights, Ill., 18-3-4¢ c-o Mrs. E 
Tampa. F 
NORMAN G. ROBITOY, B 
c-o Be ‘ { 
A. P. RULE LFRED M, SHEAREE 
¢-o Mrs. Mary, Tularosa, } Elizabeth, 2315 40th 
REX B. RUNYAN. E 

JACK W. RAPER, CP ¢-o Mrs. Lee, Almena 
c-o Mrs. Elizabeth. 5 Overbrook Rd 
Birmingham, Ala. 7-5-44 


JOS. H. RAINE, P 
c-o Mra. Geo., Holt 


Cal., 11 


ROBT. E RAMSAY. R 
¥. 606 Wallace. 
2-43 


119-44 
)HN RUPNICK, W 

> Jennie, 2500 Maple. 

J. J. RARING, P Aliquippa, Pa.. 11 
¢-o Carl V., 22 S. Center NTHONY J. RUSS 
Pottaville, F 1o-5-44 3 122nd. Cc llege Point 


v 
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VIRGIL SUMMERS, BT 
e-~« Anna, Rt. 1, 
Martinsburg, Pa., 6-3-44 


BERNARD SUNDIN, TG 


Torco, Ga., 12-6-44 


TANOWIGCH, R 
Rt, 3, Yale, Mich. 


MARTIN TASHJIAN 


c-o Mrs. Evelyn, Cutler, Cal., 15-3-44 


HAROLD R. TAYLOR, P 

» Vieki, 1543 N. Ma 

ywood, Cal., 11-9-44 

N. A. TENAGLIA, E 
c-o Mrs. L., 621 West. 
Camden, N.J., 12-12-43 
WM. F. TEAFF, R 
c-o Mrs, Ruth, 615 Carnegie. 
Steubenville, O., 6-3-44 


WM. A. TERRY, P 


THEODORE 
thena, $47 Berryman. 
+, $-9-43 
FRED THOMPSON, TG 
Bertha, 114 Hayes, 
San Antonio, Tex., 22-12-48 


ile. R.L, 6-3-44 
LEVI O. TONN 
c-o Mrs. Frank, Rt 
Des Plsines, IIL, 18 
THOS. J. TE 


ANTHONY G. TR 

c-o Mrs. Mary, 13! 

Detroit, Mich., 2 

ALBERT E. TROMMER, P 

c-o M 

Saginaw, he 

ARTHUR R. TUOTT, R 

c-o Joseph. 835 Carroll, 

St. Paul, Minn., 18-3-44 
TUTOR, R 

e-~o Mrs. Eugene, 308 W. Mermod. 

Carlsbad, N.M., 6-83-44 


FRANK W. TYCHEWICZ, BT 

e-o Josephine, S. Springfield, 

Chicaxc 7-8-48 

HENRY R. VAN DE VURST, N 
04 Woodhall, 
20-11-44 


PETE S. VILLALOBES, 
. Ban iz, Cal., 2 


s, Mo., 5-6-44 


pigarelli, 171 Gordon 
10-10-43 


J. L, WAGNER, CP 
c-o Roscoe. 1104 Wing, 
St. Charles, Ill, 1 3 


EDMONDE J, WALKER, E 
654 S. Detroit, Los Angeles, Cal., 25-6 


A. C. WARFORD, N 
c-o Mrs. Ruby, 5913 Wilmington, 
Los Angeles, Cal., 12-12-43 


HARRY J. WASKEWICZ, W 
c-o Mrs. Frances, 7531 Neekel, 
Dearborn, Mich., 4-2-44 


CHAS. C. WEBSTER, P 

e-o Jean, 1714 Court, 

South Pasadena, Cal., 31-12-44 
a . WEINTRAUB, E 

e-o Mrs. Bessie, 1804 H. > 

New York, N.Y 12-4: 

ARTHUR L. WELLE 

e-o Mrs. John, 1714 73rd, 

Oakland, Cal., 11-5-44 


GEORGE A. WHITE, G 


ol, O., 10-10-43 


LEERT G, WIGGS, W 
Mrs. Estell Crowder, 7 E. Dixie, 
Raleigh, N.C., 2: 


JOHN K. WILLIAMS, G 
c-o Mrs. Ida, Mesick, Mich., 3-9-43 
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GEO. H. WING. 
co M 


North Conway, N-H., 


DONALD E. WISE, G 
e-o Lochren, 1413 Fulton 
Hirmingham, Ala., 3-0-43 


WITMYER, CP 
1001 Meadow 


RALPH W. WRI 
c-o Mrs. Ch: 


Muskogee, Ok 


KILLED IN ACTION 


SMITH J. YOUNG, TG 
c-o Mrs. Fletar, Newdale, N 
RALPH V. ZARZECKI, W 
eo Mrs, Sylvester, 133 Pius, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 6-3-44 
EDW. J. ZERBLIS 

e-uo Mrs. Kazime 

Melrose Park, Ill. 

MAURICE G. Z 

¢-o Allen, 17 Toslyn, Salem 
PAUL ZIMA, R 

c-o Anne, 5210 S. Albany, 
Chicago, Ill., 3-6-44 
WALTER E. ZOLDAK, W 
c-o Anna, 126 Ives, 
Willimantic, Conn., 10-10-43 
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C., 10-10-43 


Mass. 
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MISSING IN ACTION 


ALOIS 
e-o Mol 


juffale, 


J. BROUSSARD 
Maurice. La., 7 


Missing in Action 


JOHN H. BUCKLEY, N 
B.. 808 Jacksor s 
ae oe ARTHUR A. COHEN 
WALTER V. BUDZISZEWSKI 526 R 
Walte s, Cz 31- 


Chicag 


10K D. COOK 
Paris, Ide 

vd, Ind 44 
COOVER, CI 


N E. BAXTER, CP 
John Cou 


WARREN M 


E H. COTNER, P 
Lusht« Neb. 


RICHA ANDEREGG, I YMOND BAZATA ( 
c-o Vern, West Bend, Ia. 2+ Howells, Net 1-3-4 . 
ONALD R. ANDR brid ; 
mae ips Y B. L. COUCH, W 
8 .N. Titus 


BECK, P 
1610 E. H 
R. CARLT( 


11-9-44 


ARMICHAEL 


DWAYNE H. CARY 


co Mabel, H nanc 1- Wm., 1412 W 
LOUIS CG , 
- Kenmore 


HE! LD Rk. BOYD, W 

co H. E., Rt. 1, Sinton, Tex., 3-2-4 ealies Mich ° ; 
Ea et as : LESLIE 0. DAVIS, G 
«+ Youella, 44 


Whitse 


nnati, O., 45 
2. DAVIS, CP 
144 Humphrey 


scott, Masy., 23-38-45 


HUGH P, BOYD, E 
M ; 
c-o Mrs. W. RK 
Hartford, ¢ 


J. CHORPENN 
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DECKER, TG DEWEY . MEYER GITLIN, W HOMER K. HIRSCH. RW 
7 84 Sherburne, e-~o G 2 4 e-o Mrs. Sa 21 W. Division, c-o Mra. Helen, 2667 E. Jefferson, 
Oklahoma City Chicago, Ill Detroit, Mich., 11-93-44 


: HOMER E. GL VICTOR HOFFMAN, B 
O., Pope, Teague, Tex., 11-9-44  § ; c-o Mrs. Dorothy, 2014 Holman, ¢-o Mrs. Elaine, 775 E. 2nd, 
ANLEY S. DI ND, CP ¥ Bronkiyn, 3.%1. 7-4-45 
thy, 1811 N. Pershis : : ‘DOLPH A. GOODWIN. BT FRED HORCASITAS, LW 
r -T-4 E. Van Buren, Phoenix, Ariz., 8-4-45 c-o Mrs. Joe, Central, N.M., 31-12-44 


ORVILLE C. EVERITT, P HENRY A. GRATSFELD ROBERT A. HOWARD, BT 
c-o Mrs. Wm., Espy, Pa., 11-9-44 c-o Mrs, Augusta, 10) 2th, c-o Mrs. A. E., 111-37 Witthoff, 


MARVIN F. FENNER, R Galveston, Tex., 10-10-43 Queens Village L. L, N.Y., 11-9-44 


¢-o Mrs. Floyd, 831 River, WM. E. GREEN, P LUTHER C. HUDGENS, TG 
Alma, Mich., 12-6-44 c-o Mrs. Joseph, 15 W. 30th. c-o Billie, Clairette, Tex., 31-12-44 
ELO FERN Oklahoma City, Okla., 2-4-44 JACK HU ER, P 
c-o Josephine, 132 B. 112th, ALFONSE C. GUARDINO, P c-o Mrs, Fred., Eagle Butte, S.D., 11-5-44 
New York, 1.¥., 2-6-44 S02 ees Oe ae RALPH 0. INGAL 
Hartford, Conn 45 , : 
c-o Mrs. Naomi, 52 
DISHER, RADAR OP. : h, 295 Wadsworth, RALPH E. GUHL, W San Mateo, Cal. 
¥., 10-10-43 oS DUDLY 8S. INGRAHAM, JR.. BT 
Jaltimore, Md. 4 _ ree 
D A. PISCHER, TG irs. Dudley, Sr., Summer, 
ary, 140 S. Canon Dr., DAVID A. GURMAN, R Bristol, Conn., 3-2 


Jeverly Hills, Cal., 119-44 paedac le niet ar HENRY W. INSKEEP, JR.. BT 
nookliyn, 2.F.. c-o Mra. H. W., 318 S, 42nd. 
Philadelphia, Pa., 28-7-44 


; = ROBT. E. JACKSON, E 
ARTHUR W. FLOWERS, G ep alec tai 2 eo Mrs. Roy, 429 Holly, 
c-o Mrs. W. G., Gastonia, N.C., 10-4-45 EDWARD P. GWIN, P Hot Springs, Ark., 6-10-44 


Soin Nancy, 489 S, Milton, Jack F SRG. Ge 
ec-o Ruth, Rt . co Mrs. Violet, 321 Olympic, 
JOSEPH C. HALLER, R Arlington, Wash., 2-4-44 


ROBT. E, FORT? -0 Mrs. Josep 7 Gilb > > 
co Seth: 549 ; a a Joseph, 4137 Gitbam. ROY C. JOHANNESEN, BT 
: 


Rushville, Ind. eae 2 is ¢e-o Christopher, 134 Riverside, 


’. HARTE, P Dedham, Mass., 11-9-44 
THONY J. GALLAGHER, P aie teckel: ie 


» Mra. Anthony, $ Brant JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, CP 
are, Pa., 5-8-44 sine Sia c-o Mrs. J. J., Rt. 1, 
MI ELK > Stone Mountain, Ga., -9- 
T. W. GARRISON, E EMIL A. HAVELKA, WG Stone Mountain, Ga., 11-9-44 


© Wm., 208 Miller, Sayre, Pa., Mire: SOR, BE. Ty Faroe, Tey 5 GARLAND L. JOSEPH, W 


AR 2vV.G f RICHARD D. HAWKINS, G c-o Mrs. Wm., 2900 N. Water, 
ART G . 
ire x % < c-o Josephine, 244 W. Main, Decatur, TL, 10-1-45 


Union City, Mo., pest ev Be one ee EDWARD W. KEEFREY, JR., R 
FRANK J. GERLAC ROBT. J. HAYES. R ¢-o Mrs. Edward, Sr., 8131 Anthony, 
co F. W., 20 c-o Mrs, Harry, 2060 Elbur, Chicago, Ill., 23-3-45 


Lakewood, O., 31-12-44 END Pp 
; : , ZEB KENDAL 
DALE W, GIEBELHAUS. B ee ae . c-o Mrs. Zeb, Virginia City, Nev., 6-8-44 
c-o Mrs. C. G., 1442 Sumner ouhe 
Sinesie Stake GG ae Champagne, Ill, 3 J. A. KENNEMER, CP 
Geil aanae tnisen EDGAR L. HERRICK, E c-o Samuel. 216 W. 14th. 
= ee oe set fae hae Neb., 3-2-45 c-o Mrs. Ed., Arlington, S.D., 11-9-44 selerbsccpmie en oho ae 


M. K. GILLESPIE. R CHARLES W. HIGGINBOTHAM, CP JOHN P. KEYS, P 
eo Mrs. E Lege dae ¢-o Mrs. C. H., 822 Lilae, ¢-o John, 214 Sycamore, 
Marion, Ind. €-11-46 Pittsburgh, Pa., 21-83-45 Elizabethton, Tenn., 8-B-44 


Weehaw 


8) 
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O'NEILI 


Lane 

R844 

{LIE P. PATE 
MITCHELI 
Rt. 2, Bea. 


MITCHE 


HUGH H 
M H 
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THE STORY OF THE CENTURY MISSING IN ACTION 


R, KIMBALL, CP ROBT. D. LONGWORTH, R AR N I : KIRD. CP 
E r 974 Dwight »M Iva M., 2 nby, t " 2 if e- r lear N. Maripoea 
Pa., 28- Angeles, 


ARD W. KING, CP JOSEPH A. LUC PETER MAR’: R M W. NIELSON, B 
Stacy, 1 Otley c-o George. L ‘ - 
Ia., 31-12-44 vaieles Madison. Wis.. 11-9-44 
EOR INSELLA JOERN D. McBRIDE, CP Te 
ee ee c-o Mrs, Sharlot, Joinerville, Tex., 2-26-44 ARTIN BASIL NUMACK. TG 
an Bergh : = Mire, Waite 
THOS. C. McDONALD, W ; 2 spare 


JOSEPH E c-o Mrs, Clayton, Onaway, Mich,, 22-4-44 


Mu \ S. J. MeGINLEY. R 
; 3 1 g ? Biekford 


4. MARTINEZ. } GENE F. O‘CONNELL 
marae M 
iffalo, N-Y., 31-12-44 aig 
ROLAND D. KNIGHT, OPS. OFF . - 7 oes PERRY L. OLSON, BT 
-o Mrs. W. B ville 15-3-44 CARL S. MeG ¥, B c-o Mrs, George, Rankin, Mll., 11 
e-o Virds, 6438 Vanderbilt 
Houston, Tex., 12-6-44 


RAYMOND J. MeGUINNESS, B MA’ 
’ c-o Mrs. Raymond, 2110 149th r 1 Severance 
KOLLING, E Whiteside L¥., 11-9-44 
M., 611 Sth E 
Minn., 18-3-4 HUGH F IFF, B RVIN MILLER 
e-o Kath 21 Monteall ; S14 


O'NEILL, 


208 Mira 


REINHARDT J. KOMLOSKI. R | cw York. N.¥ RRY D. PARK 


. hillip ighton, ¢ -2-45 eorge, LOL Line 


JOHN J. KOVACS. R “ #, Ul i 
Elizabeth, 309 Central i io 7 , P. PATE, W 
Park, N.J., 6-2 pete: pipes: oo Je 1308 10th 
DANIEL E, McTAGGART, TG »¥D C. MITCHELL, TG 3 
c-o H. E lon, -o M Fred, Rt. 2. Bearden, 
Omaha, Neb 


ROBT. H. KUEHL, W 
e-o Henry, Rt. 1, Canby. Ore. 
MITCHELL, 


Sha 


Ri ERT G. MITCHE 
RTHUR B. MacNEIL, - Charl , 
Flow 


MADSEN, TG 
A. M., 615 Freemont W., 
tarbara, Cal., 18-38-46 
AP D. MANGAN, W 
Frank, 414 E. Myrtle 
dence, Kan., 11-9-44 


‘ED MANTOPO 


MARCHUN, CF : 

nk, Sr., Rt G. W. MOXLEY, 

ction, Colo., 5- M W. FE 
LOCKHART, B 3. MARION, E \RTHUR MYERS. " 
wth, 1051 N. ¥ M 507 S. Washington > Luther, 16 § 


44 Ya SPG4t 
1UR A. MARSHALL, R 
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WM. R. KIMBALL, CP ROBT. D. LONGWORTH, R 
» Eleanor, 2 i c-o Mrs. Iva M., 3 Denby, 


i. Martpoen 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 28-9-4 Los Angeles, Cal., 15-3-44 


RICHARD W. KING : JOSEPH A. LUCAS, BT 


c-o Mrs. Stacy, 1905 € e-o George, Mapleton, Kan., 5-8-44 
Pe 1-12-44 


NIELSON, B 


JOHN D. McERIDE, CP 
c-o Mrs. Shariot, Joinerville, Tex., 2-26-44 


McDONALD, W 
Yayton, Onaway, Mich., 22-4-44 


SINLEY, R 


GEORGE E 


c-o Ge 


Buffalo, N_Y., 
KNIGHT, OPS. OFF a ay, . > OLSON, BT 
B., Centerville, Tex., 15-3-44 CARL S. McGINTY, B x 5 ree, Rankin, Tl., 11 
e-o Virda, 6438 Vanderbilt, ‘ enae in 
Houston, Tex., 12-6-44 t n., T-4-4 HOMA 
RAYMOND J. MeGUINNESS, B pyr 
MORRIS O. KOLLING, E : 
M., 611 Sth E.. 
a. Minn., 18-3-45 1UGH F. * MARVIN MILLER, ‘i 
< c-0 | VE 
New York, N.Y 3 {ARRY D. PARK, F 
ee " - we. LOL Lineol 
06 E Main : 
22-43 
DANIEL E. MeTAGGART, TG 


c-o H. E., 2 Ogdon 
Omaha, Neb., 3-2-4 


C. PALMER 


JOHN J, KOVACS, R 
c-o Elizabeth, $ Central 
Highland Park, N 3-44 


ROBT. H, KUEHL 
Rt. 1, € 


MUEL H. KU 


Vida, Re 


WM. G. MacNAB, P 
c-o Ronald, Wasco, Ore., 81-12-44 a 
tT G. MITCHELL, BT 1UGH Ki 
ARTHUR B. MacNEIL, R ae Mrs. H 
Mrs. Barbara, 902 Flower, 
ma Park Md -45 


ELVIN J. MADSEN, TG 
-o Mrs. A. M., 615 Freemont W 
r rbara, Tal. 18-3-45 


PHILIP D. MANGAN, W 
co M Frank 


\LFRED MANTOPOLI, W 


Fi gronx, N.} - AVID 


llaston, M 
H M. POPS 
1-3-4 
POTTER 
198 H 


ROY H. LITTLE, W \K J. MARCHU 
c-o Mr ) Cudahy ‘ s. Frank, Sr,, Rt. 


hy i 4 irand Junction, Colo. M Hammon, Okla. 


E SNE C AR 3 JAMES E. MARION, E 
o . i , » Mrs. Clara, 
Temperance, Mich., 3-2- Montpelier, Ind. 


ARTHUR A. MARSHALL, R JOHN A. MYERS. TG 
€ Vesta, Rt. 2 ~o Mrs. J 4 Cook 
Va., 28-7-44 Raton, 1-44 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


148 THE STORY OF THE CENTURY 


HESTER POWELL, BT 
Jane, 129 E. 65th, 
44 
PRINCE 
89 Smith 
5-8-44 


CH, JR..G 
Pe Keystone. 
tsburgh, Pa., 31-12-44 
VID RATTIN, W 
Red Lodge, Mont., 11-09-44 
RT, P 
Norris, 


Tipton, Ia. 


DUANGE F. RENCH, W 
uperior, 


RENCE W. RIEGEL, P 
wrence, 111 Cherry, 
+ Carbon, Pa, 11-9-44 


Lathrop, Cal., §-8-44 


SH, P 
a, Creighton, Neb.. 6-83-44 


THUR L. ROBERTS, W 
Amasa, Pinkstaff, Ill., 28-17-44 


3E J. ROBINSON 
Mrs. Catherine, B 
w Britain, Conn., 3 


MELVIN M. ROGOFF. W 
Mrs. Da 24 N. Claremont. 
>, Ti 


EDMUND W. ROHDE, B 


c-o Mrs. Alma, Lemars, Ia., 6-10-44 


SALVADORE ROMERO, BT 
eo Teresita, Cochita, N.M., 24-5-44 


WALTER A. RO: sERGER 
s. Susan pring, 
burgh, Pa. 


ELMER H. RUNDY, N 
etta, 749 McPherson, 
i, O., $-2-45 
RUSSO, BT 
c-o Mrs. Frank. 1826 N. Cleveland. 
Chicago, IIL, 31-12-44 


ELVIN W. SAMUELSON, CP 
c-o Mrs. Patricia, Montgomery, Ill, 8-3-44 


WM. U, SCHAEFER, W 
e-o Mrs. Lucille, 309 Sherman, 
Nokomis, Il., 11-93-44 


CLAUDE E. SCHINDLER, CP 
c-o Mrs, Ora, Rt. 1, 
Upper Sandusky, O., 28-65-44 


HOWARD R. SCHULTE, P 
c-o Mrs. Charles, 7137 Lafayette. 
Chicago, Ill., 11-9-44 


ALVIN J. SEVERSON, E 
c-o Mrs. Albert, Redding, Cal., 11-9-44 


FRANCIS J. SEYFRIED, TG 
eo Mrs. John, 147-42 Hoover, 
maica, L. 1, N.Y¥., 31-12-44 


ROENS W. SHEARWOOD, E 
c-o Walter, Grove Trailer Park, 
Plateau, Ala., 10-4-45 


JAMES W. SHEPARD, E 
e-o Helen, Buena Vista, O., 31-12-44 


STANLY P. SIDERS, R 
c-o Mrs. J. A,, Rt, 2, Hillsboro, O,, 27-6-44 


JOHN W. SIMMONS, CP 
c-o Frederie, 2330 Eutow Pl., 
Baltimore, Md., 3-9-44 


HERBERT SINGER, NG 
c-o Mrs. Irving, 413 S. 4th, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., 21-83-45 


B NARD SLAVKIN, R 
c-o Mrs. A,, 911 Highview, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 5-4-45 


RICHARD E. SMITH, BT 
c-o Mrs. Nell, 4813 Roanoke, 
Cincinnati, O., 10-4-46 


OBIE SMITHART. TG 
c-o Mrs. Lucille, 58 Ragsdale, 


Salinas. Cal., 23-3-45 
HAROLD W. SNYGER, W 
c-o Mrs. . 1709 Lincoln, 
Ya a, Wi 3-2-45 
ALBERT S. SPEAR, P 


co Mrs. R., 1017 Monocacy, 
Bethlehem, Pa., 28-7-44 


MISSING IN ACTION 


JOHN P. SPILLANE, N 
Mrs. John, 260 Richmond. 
en Island, N.Y., 44 
WESLEY G. STANSBURY, P 
Mrs. Jane, 4 
§ N-Y., 
BERNARD P. STELL, W 
Rt. 2, 
rk., 31-12-44 
'SSON A. STETSON, R 
c-o Mrs. Frances, 1448 May 
Dearborn, Mich., 28-17-44 


WM. M. STONE, R 
c-o Mrs. Wm., 318 Moore, 
Fayetteville, N.C., 11-9-44 


CLARENCE W. STONESIFER, E 
e-o Mrs. Cl 

Sacrament 

THERON J. STOOK 

c-o Mrs. Josephine, 503 W. S 
Fairfield, Ia., 3-9-44 


JOHN T. STRYJESKI, R 


rings, Ky., 11-9-44 
HORACE W. TEAGUE. N 
c-o Mrs. 
Taylorsvill 11-9-44 
FRANK 0. THOMAS, R 
c-o Mrs. Grant, Rutland, Vt., 8-8-44 


JACK W. THRASHER, P 
c-o Mrs. Thos., 3301 Cloucester 
Richmond, Va., 3-3-45 


SANFORD TISDALE, W 
. 12601 Terry 


TOBICZYK, CP 
. Tosca, Broughton, Pa. 


ROY E. TOLL, TG 
c-o Mrs. George, Rt 3, 
Ore., 10-1-45 


3802 Bryan 
Dallas, Tex., 28-8-45 


ROBT. E. TRUEBLOOD, E 
c-o Mrs. Delbe 8832 Oakwood 
Munster, Ind., 10-4-45 


JOSE A. TRUJILLO. BT 
c-o Mrs. Ninfa, Rt. 1, 
Santa Fe, N.M., 44 


HOWARD R. TUDOR. E 
04 Washington. 
23-3-45 
RAYMOND R. UHLER, BT 
¢-o Mrs. Karl, 840 W. Liberty 
Wooster, O., 


ON B. VAUGHAN, 
J., 2795 Q St 
Vancouver, Wash., 31-1 


LAWRENCE W, WARD, B 
¢-o Mrs. Ra: ystal Spring, 
E ns. W.Va., 31-12-44 


cis J. W CHMIDT, TG 
irs. H. A 
Ii) 


JAS. H. WRIGHT, JR., 
c-o Mrs. Gladys, Rt. 1, Deville, La. 
TH E. WRIGHT, E 
na, Ambassador Apte., 
a, Wash., 3-4-45 
JOHN A. ZAHER, TG 
c-o Mrs. Anna, Bobtown, Pa., 5-8-44 
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Prisoners of War 


AMES F. ANTHONY 


17 er n y er Vash 19 St ivis, 1) 


LOUIS H. ABROMOWIT? ASHBAUCH 
t Sth, B P 
Pa 


. RICHARD BR. ATCHISON 


Dinlville, Tex 416 N. 83rd, Oklahoma Cit 
DAVID N. ACKERMAN VALTER S&S. 
12 Pre ck F Avenue 
RT F. ATKINS 
‘. Lawles, Chicago 
FFORD M, AVE 
unnton, Col 
HARLES K, BAILEY 


Anew Okla 


AGNETTI JACK 1. BAILEY 


Seattle, Wash 8 Michigan, Chark 


AITKEN R BAILIE 


scoma, Wash 


wk, Wi 
BARBER 
Abilene, Kan 
BARBOUR 
hdale, Ind 
BARDMAN 
Greenelane, Pa 


VICK D. BARFIELD 
arvard, Houston, Tex 


RENCE W. BARGER 


OSCAR C. AMISON 
4201 N. P 


EST ANDERSON 
129 26tt kland, Ca 
CARL C. 

Delavan 

ROBERT H. ANDERSON 
Waconia, Minn 2 
CHALMERS M. ANDERSON ANTON G, BARNES 
Henry, Neb 
PAUL ANNIN 
Haffey, Pa. 


JULIAN 
Nash, T 


LOVER E. BARNEY 
S.E. 64th, Portland, Ore 


Oxla 


BENJAMIN J 
lym, 
SAMUEL L 
1741 Fawcett 
ROBERT BARRIE 
Pittsburgh 


BARRY 
Holl 
{ERWIN L. BARTON 
705 Kenne Glendale, Cal 
BASHAW 
Sheshe, Hominy, Okl 
CARL E. BATTIN 
Burlington, Ia 
PETER BATTISTI 
809 Davis, Elmira, N-¥ 
DONALD L. BEASLE 


$07 Canyon, } ideo 


ARTHUR H. BECKTOFT 
Rt. 1, W., Arlington, Vt 


HARRY P. BELLE 
184 Baldwin, Watert 


LL W. BENNETT 


NDAHI 

Elting 
JACK DERKOWITZ 
129 Suffolk, Bronx, N.Y 


WILLIAM B. BERRY 


2317 Main, San Anton Tex 


LIBERTO BERNAGO7ZZI 
Copiague, L. L., N.Y. 
ELZO T. BEVAN 

Rt. 2 i. 

LEO J. BIANCHI 

180 Dunmoreland, Springfic 
ROBERT L. BIXLER 

$0 Brewery, Bisbee, Ariz 


ROBERT L. BLACK 
Alderson. W.Va. 


BILLY B. BLACKMAN 
1931 Linden, Sidney, Neb. 


ROBERT L. BLAIS 
1880 Jefferson, Muskegon, Mich 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


WILLIAM M. 


495 Inez, Mer 


THORNTON BLINE 


Palestine, Il 


ADOLPH BLUM 
Rt. 1, Camillus. N.Y. 


R G. BODEIL 


BOOTH 
ff, Pittsburgh 
GILBERT A. BORBA 
Aroma if 
JAMES G. BORMUT 
661 Gut Baltirr e. Md 


VANCE R. BOSWELI 


ARRY C. BOYER 
k Harb ash 


HOWARD J. BROCK 
Lake Odessa, Mich 


RICHARD W. BROOKS 
16 White Oak, West Roxbur 


z DD Z 
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WILLIAM D. BROOKS 
f12 W. 8th, Waterloo, Ia 
WILLIAM C, BROTHERS 
1026 S, 40th minghe Ala. 
GUY L. BROWN 
6 Moross, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
AS L. BRO v 
Bronx, N.Y 
CLIFFORD J. BROWN 
2756 11th, Sacramento, Cal 
LLIS F. BROWN 
je Lake, Minn. 


JOHN F. BROWN 
34 12th, Oakland, Cal 


GEORGE A. BROWNING 
Clinton, S.C, 


THOMAS C. BROWNING 
Athens, Tex. 


ROBERT J. BUCHANAN 
1011 N. Rosser, Forrest City 
sIOR L. 


nw Fa 


AK M. BUCKE 


JOHN W. 
Quitman 
MORRIS L. BU 
la rd, Alexa: 


WILLIAM T. BI 
918 E. 6th, Tucson 


ARMAND C, BURT 
244814 Whittier, Los Angeles, Cal 
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HOWARD B. HAMILTON 
1131 Hen Augusta, Kan 


HUGH HAMILTON 
446 Clifford, Atlanta, Ga 
LLOYD A. HAMMARLUND 
424 W. 33rd, New York, N.Y. 
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510 Ridgeview, Dravosburg, Pa 


SAMUEL WILE 


761 Blake, Brook 
LAWRENCE WILLEY 
Seaford, Del 


NCE C. WILLEY 
den, Mass. 


MER J. WILLIAMS 


J. WILLIA 


JACK S. WILLIAM 
JOHN L, WILLIAMS 
188 Lincoin, New Lor 


sn 


GORDON WILLIAMS 


BURDETTE L. WILLIAMS 


1172 1 Shrevepor 


LLIAMSON 


th Hollywood, 


WILLIAMSON 


n Francise 
K V. WILSON 
ate, Alam « 


BENNIE D. W 
607 Ba C 


CHARLES E. WILSON 
Rt. 2, Camden, Ark. 


WALLACE G. WILSON 
1. Pearl, Joplin, Mo. 


HARRY B. WINGER 

403 Main, West Middlesex, Pa 

CHARLES B. WINKELMAN 

715 Arklington, Des Plaines, Ill 

WARREN WINTERS 

Bradley, M1. 

WALTER WISNIEWSKI 
Durham, Baltimore, Md 


ROBERT H. WOLFF 


2 Via Anita, Palos Verdes Estates, Ca! 


CLAF YCE A. WOOD 

Rt. 1, Virgilina, Va. 
EDWARD L. WOODALL, JR. 
408 S. 4th, Smithfield, N.C. 


WOODBURY 
Alburn, Me 


MAS R. WOODERSON 
344 Har Hazel Park, Mich 


GEORGE E. WOODHAM 
Rt. 2, Opp, Als. 


SUMNER H. WOODROW 
20 Donald, Dorchester, Mass 


EDC WOODWARD 
1807 Ave. I, Brooklyn, N.Y 


BILL F. WRIGHT 
34% 3 Santa Monica, Cal. 


CHARLES F, WRIGHT 
213 € Tampa, Fla 
VAN T IGHT 
Bloomfield Green, Ind 


DALE 


YAROCH 
Beaver Dam, Wis. 


ZONARD W. YEAGER 
Roch r. N.Y 


=NNETH E. YEA’ 
# Franklin. Mic 


WM. F. YO 
ague, Ore 


Spr: 


8 Westmoreland, Norfolk. Va. 


ES H. 


TH 
Farwel 


UNG 


YOUNG 


G. YOUNGREN 


1, Chicago, Ill, 


FRANK A. YZENAS 


515 Dewe, Dickson City, Pa 


ALFRED J. ZEOLI 


12 Reynolds, Es. 


HOWARD AUFSCHLAG 
Croydon, Pa. 


JOHN D. BRADY 
N.Y. 
GEORGE BRIGGS 
Bothell, Wash. 


ANDREW J. BURKHART 
2805 S. 12th. Takoma, Wash 


LEO R. CANNON 


Rt 


1, Tiger, 


Ga. 


THOMAS B. CASEY 
1l-A Henry. Po 


EDW. 


JA 


mmett 


ES W. 


RD F. CONNELLY 


New Rochelle. 


COOK 


Belews Creek, N.C. 


BERNARD A. DEMARCO 


May 


eld, Ky 


st Norwalk, Conn 


N.Y. 
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PRISONERS OF WAR 


GEORGE H. ZIEGLER 
101 S. 8rd, Laramie, Wyo. 


GEORGE P. ZIGO 
256 Cherry, Slatington, Pa 


ALBERT ZIKORUS 
$1 Sherman, Needhome, Mase 


CLAUDE P. ZUKOWSEI 


1319 Tube Works, McKeesport, Pa 


MAX U. DRUDGE 
Rt. 1, Wheatfield. Ind. 


ROBERT E. MARSHO 
2607 N. 1ith, Sheboygan, Wis. 


HOWARD J, PFEFFER 
N. 8th, Milwaukee, Wis. 


DONALD E. RIGGLE 
603 12th, Decatur, Ala. 
LONNIE B. RUTLEDGE 


Pendleton, Ind. 


ROW 


Niagara Falls. 


ARD WEINSTEIN 
8 Lewis. St. Louls, Mo 


N.Y. 


operational status in the last months of the war, and their records 


‘ 


No Category 


The majority of men listed here completed tours 


had not been brought up-to-date in the files, 


BERNARD M. ADAMS, W 
Hinton, W.Va. 


JOS. W. ADA 
ka, Ind. 


EL H. ADKINS, G 
ranchland, W.Va. 
ROBT. T. AKERS, P 
Hatch, N.M. 
JOHN ALEO, R 
61 Logan, Wilk e, Pa 
XANDER,. G 
Los Ange Cal 


- ALFIER, ( 
Willimantic, Conn 


Spartansburg, Ps 


JOS. C. ALLE 
Rt. 1, Hood Ri 


RICHARD N. AME: 
Smithboro, il. 


AMON. W 
uderdale, Youngstown, O. 


RALPH ¢ 
Rt. 3, Wa 


ROBT. C 


ROBT. J. ANDRIS 
19 Benton Terra 
APPLEBY 
El Pasc 
APPLETON, P 
i Dr., Ch 


NOLD. E 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


SANT H. AULDS. TG 


Y¥ J. AVERY, R 
iplett, Akron, O. 


WM. L. AYCOCK, W 
Hazen, Ark. 


BACEWICZ, W 
) Ridgewood, East Har 


*. BAILEY, W 


CHAS, J, BAKER, 
1606 10th, Altoona, Pa 
ROBT. W, BAKER, G 


1520 State, Salem, Ore. 
THOS. H. BAKER, E 
Wellington Apts., Mineola, N.Y 
ELLISON M. BALFOUR, BT 
Net ka City, Neb. 
C, BANKSTON, W 
th, Holdenville, Okla. 
CHAS. F. BARNE 
£ Slauson, Dalgev 
M L. BARR, P 
Leland, } 
GEO. W. BAUGHER, CP 
14 Greenwood, Ch 


ROLD B, BAYLEY, P 


OHN A. BELI 
1 Ker De orn, Mich 
ARNOLD E. BENNE 


bon, Roxbury, Mass 


LOUIS 


Whit 


>; Some were on 
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e 


BETHE 
Savan 


10 BIRTIG 
n, Pa. 


K. BLAND, W 


rancis, Ada, Okla. 


BLUME, JR., W 
th, New York, N 
HOWARD B. B . BT 
Kt. 1, Milan 
JOSEPH BODEN, E 


an Buren, Chics 


TIN P. IGARD, E 


M. BOHEN, 1 


~ SE 
RALPH C. BOHLS 
69 Grove, Oshko: 


BOLTO 


emont 


NO CATEGORY 


BOWLIN, TG 
Sedgewick, McComb, Miss 
IRMAN F. BOWMAN, W 
T, Minneapolis, Minn. 


BOYE 


RICHARD F. BRAD 
116 Bidwell Talo, 
ROBT. E. BRAITHWAIT 
I S. Richardson, Columbu: 
T. BRAND, N 
¢, Harrison, Ark 
F T. J. BRATTON, CP 
27 Montelair, Detroit, Mich. 


LL W. BREKKEN, B 


8. T. BREWER, CP 


Richland, San Diego, Cal 


NALD O. BRIDGE, BT 

rfolk, Neb. 
ARCHIE A. BROCK, N 

) Montgomery, Sacramento, Cal 
JOHN F. BRODY, E 
MeCook, Neb. 


CARRELL W. BROOKS 
Brasher e., Nashville 


ORRELL J. BROOKS 
28 N. Ist, Tucson, Ari 
ROYAL L. BROOK 

5 W. nwoud, 


- 4 


J s) >) 
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IS E, BURNS, BT 
E. Sth, Brooklyn, N.Y 


DONALD J. BURNSTEIN, B 
3205 Tyler, Detroit, Mich. 


ANTHONY J. BUSALACCHI, N 
0 W. Schiller, Chicago, Ill 


CLYDE E. BUSH. BT 
Rt 2. La Junta, Colo. 
RINALDO J. BUSSINO, TG 
2120 Manuel, Los Angeles, Cal, 


PAUL L, CABALLERO, BT 
714 E. Main, Houma, La. 


DAYTON W. CAFFERTY, N 
2210 Speneerport, Rochester, N.Y. 


JOHN R. CALLAHAN, BT 
138 Sherwood, Bridgeport, Conn. 


81st, Brooklyn, N.Y. 


RAY D. CARL, W 

Rt. 1, Ancramdale, N.Y 
ROBT. W. C 

6 Porter, Shi 

MARK B. CARMICHAEL, W 


126 Main, Bay St. Louis, 


JOH? CARR, W 

1 Cummings, North Quincy, Mass. 

JOHN R. CARR, BT 

5330 N. Bayridge, Whitefish Bay, Wis. 
LR. CARSON, NG 
3. Ludlow, Dayton. O. 

HAROLD F. CARTER, W 

2025 Oak, Los Angeles, Cal 


DONALD W. CASE, E 
Osage City, Mo. 


JAMES R. CASHE 

1824 Broadway, T 

BERT W. CASSLES, BT 
La Porte, Tex. 


FRED E. CAUFIELD R 
Rt. 4, Boise, Ida. 


MELVIN CAUGHLIN 
Rt. 2, Gir ‘* 
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WM. R. CAVIN, B 
1739 Freeman, Owensboro, Ky. 


WOOLSEY M. CAYE, TG 
Anchorage, Ky. 


HENRY CERVANTES. CP 
Oakley, Cal. 


RANDALL T. CHADWICK, P 
Homer, La. 


ARTHUR C, CHAMPION, R 
Harlton Pike, Haddonfield, N.J. 


IVAN W. CHAMPION, P 
Britt, La 


PAUL R. CHANDLER, E 
Elsa, Tex. 


EDWARD T. CHAPMAN, B 
1308 Ocean, Corona Del Mar, Cal. 


GORDON A. CHARLES, BT 

$301 Bryant N., Minneapolis, Minn 
CLARENCE F. CHERRY, W 

708 Russell, St. Louis, Mo, 


WILBERT H. CHRISTIANSEN, R 
1585 Chase, Gary, Ind. 


JAS. W. CHURCH, TG 
817 E. Riverside, Evansville, Ind. 


JOHN C. CIACCIA, W 


256 Summit. Jersey City, N.J. 
GEO. W. CLARK, CP 
00 Jordan, Nevada City, Cal 


F. CLASSE, B 
Concord, Manchester, N.H. 
LAURENCE M. CLEGG, E 
629 E. Douglas, Wichita, Kan. 


ANDREW J. CLINE, E 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


ELDR i. CLIPPERTON, P 
217 E. St., Ontario, Cal 


EDWIN C. CLOUGH, CP 
2 Sth, Sioux City, Ia. 


J. B, CLOUTHITER, W 
20 Harlow, Worcester, Mass. 


DAVID E. CLOWE, E 
1 W. Grand, Artesia, N.M 


ERNEST F. COBLE, CP 
Monroe, N.C. 


JOHN A, COCKERHAM, NG 
Hamilton 


A. CC 


IDOLUTO, W 
iwas 


\LFRED 8S. COLLINS, BT 
Ala. 


ROUGHS E. CONOVER, B 


L. CONWAY, R 
c. 68th. Kansas City, Mc 


COOK, B 


v 


OHN R. COOPER 
29 Ce Pittsfield 


OHN R COOPER 


176-21 88th pmaica, L. 1, N.Y. 
MARK COPE, P 

1408 15th, Two Rivers, Wis. 
FRANCI J. CORCORAN, R 
Baldwi 

ACCHIA 

Detré 


NO CATEGORY 


DAVID D. CRICHTON, B 
10 2nd, Hopewell, Va 


NETH L. CRISPIN, JR. 


Sutr 


>», Gardena, Cal 


HARRY M. CROSBY, N 
7 Kent, Rockford, Ill 


JOHN 


TE 


CROTTY, N 


37 Tunxis, Bloomfield, Conn 


*. CURRAN, TG 


WM. € 
116 HE 


rshall 


. Du 


3. CURTIS, R 


s 


d, Kearr 


alk, Md 


JAS. M. DALEY, TG 


1616 W 


VY. Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Wis 


T. DAMATO, R 
g Island City, N.Y 


rd, Lon 


DONALD D. DANIE 


LAROY DARCY, R 


400 Ross, Clovis. 


JOHN 
4129 € 


F.f 


N.M 


BT 
Itie, Akron, O. 


JACK D. DAVIS, CP 


Kite, C 


3a. 


LIONEL B. DAVIS. 


17th E., 


JOHN 


Linecol 


JACK 
1846 F 


RAY 


LLOY 


H. DA 
n, Me 


Duluth, 


Y, BT 


BT 


R. DEBORDE, TG 


A. DECK 


KER 


B 


nnsylvania, Gary, Ind. 


D G. DELANEY. P 
New York, N.Y 


$135 Godwin 


ANTHONY P. DEMARCO, BT 


12 Eagle 


JEAN 


Newark. NJ 


V. DEPLANQUE, P 
87 Grymes Hill, Staten Is., N.Y. 


ANTHONY B. DE. 
8014 Hough, Cleveland, O. 


v 
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ILVIO, CP 
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BENJAMIN J. DEVINE, W 
m, Highland, Cal. 
JOS. J. DEVINE, N 
116 Putnam, Scranton, Pa. 
DONALD L. DEWEY, P 
208 S. 9th, Independence, Kan. 
FRANK W. DICKER 
3991 Baldwin, Detroit, Mich. 
CARADINO G. DIGREGORIO, E 
1325 N. 53rd, Philadelphia, Pa. 
JOHN A. DIMARL R 
. 6th, Omaha, Neb. 
H. DISANDRO, NG 

angdon, Pr dence, R.I. 

S. F. DIXON, CP 

. Hematite, Mo. 
a DIZMANG., 
6631 12th, Highland Park, Mich. 
FRANCIS J. DOLAN, N 
1913 Conger, Olympia, Wash. 
CALVIN T. DOLLAR, E 
110 Pleasant, Beaver Dam, Wis. 
GEO. B. DONAHL 
290 Prospect, Bridgeport 
WM. L. DONLEA, E 

hicago, Tl} 


DONNELLY, BT 


EDW. J. DONOVAN, W 
Ham Ave., Corinth, N.Y. 


THOS. P. DOWLING, R 
197 6th. Troy, N. 


VIE A. DOYLE, P 


RD A. DRALLE, R 
th B., Moline, Ill 


WM. DUDECZ, E 


252 Broad, Hartford, Conn 


CHAS. F. DUHIG, W 
655 Meeker, Brooklyn, N.Y. 


HOMER C. DUKE. JIR.. R 
818 Jackson. Oxford, M 


EDDIE D. DUMAS, W 

T E. Rosedale, Fort Worth, Tex 
ROBT. H. DUNB. 
2117 16th, Moline, Til. 
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IVER W. DUNN. N 
74 Tonnele, Jersey City, N.J. 
ROY J. DUTHU, R 
8126 Burthe, New Orleans, La. 


AND A. ECKERT, R 
Belle Plaine, Chicago, Nil. 
DMONDSON, W 
t Ark. 
YMOUR D. EICHEN, P 
2019 Bergenline, Union City, N.J. 
CHAS. L. ELLIOTT, BT 


AS. R. ELSEA, CP 


Yorthington, Mo. 
RALPH G. ELSWORTH, E 
50 Lake, Rochester, N.Y. 


CHAS. W. EMERSON, TG 
1000 7th, Council Bluffs, Ia. 


JAY V. EMRICH, R 
507 Franklin, Sidney, 


0. 


ELMER L. ERICKSON, W 
4006 41st S., Minneapolis, Minn. 


REUBEN, W. ERICKSON, R 
30 N. 56th W., Duluth, Minn. 
MYRON ETTUS, G 
89 Main, Dobbs Ferr. 
‘ORBERT C. ETZEL, P 
30 Eastman, San Diego, Cal 
JAS. E. EUBANKS, W 
Pierce C Mo. 
ROBT. F. EVANS, P 
1413 N. Van Buren, Milwaukee, Wis. 
3. H. FAGAN, R 
ker, Sharon, Pa. 


HUGH F. FONTONE, TG 
738 Park, Norfolk, Va. 


EDISON A. FARQUHAR, TG 
1 Stephenson N.W., Washington, D.C, 
JOSEPH R. FEAGANS, R 
619 W. Madison, Petersburg, Il. 
EDW. H. FEHRENKAMP, CP 
601% N.E. 9th, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
REGINALD D. FELCE, E 
3446 10th, Angeles, Cal. 


TOM T. FELLOWS, P 
Ashford, Ala 


ELMER E. FERBRACHE, P 
1, Eads, C 


S P. FERGUSON, W 
ohawk, Cleveland, O, 


HERBERT D. FERN, TG 
2882 3rd, Bri N.Y. 


WALTER T. FERRY. N 
48 Iroquois, Lanea: N.Y 


’. FESSIER, W 
Jefferson, Stockton, Cal, 


130 Redus, Ha 

CHANCY A. FINFROCK, KR 
407 W. Elm, Urbana, Ill. 
FRANCIS J. FINN, NG 

63 W. 43rd, Chicago, Il 


ml 


ROBT, C. FLETCHER, P 
R.F.D. 1, Manchester, N.H 


JOHN A. FOGLE, N 
Clark, Pa. 


JOHN T. FORD, TG 
442 2nd, Pelham, N.Y. 


CLYDE E. FORRESTER. BT 


820 Lamont, Johnson City, Tenn 


LEROY E. FORRESTER, P 
1233 1ith, Santa Monica, Cal. 


FRANK R. FOSTER. NG 
19 W. Dorrance, Kingston. Pa. 


EDWARD J. FOULDS, BT 


106 Greenwich, Stamford, Conn 


GEO. S. FOWLER, P 
h L. Fowler, Ovid, Mich. 
. FOWLER, E 
im Haven, San Jose, Cal 
BURTON S. FOX, B 
3936 Aldrich, Minneapolis, Minn. 


JAS. W, FRAIL, BT 
Rt. 1, Charleston, W. Va. 


CHAS. C. FRAZEE, W 
1851% Summitt, Dallas, Tex 


NO CATEGORY 


WILLARD FREDRICK, TG 
224 W. Buttonwood, Reading, Pa 
CARL B. FRENCH, R 

84 neoln, Lansdowne, Pa, 
JOHN K. FURRER 

29 Highland. Piedmont, Cal 
LEIGHTON B. GAARD, R 
1709 N. Foothill, Al lena, Cal. 
RUSSELL W. GAI v 
707 Reis, Evansvil n 
OWEN B. GAISFORD, BT 
471 Blaine, It Lake City, Ut 
R. A. GALLAGHER, W 

11 Gorham, Allston, Mass 


THOS. L. GALLAGHER, 
1021 5th N.W., Cedar Rapids, Ia 


CHAS. L. GAMBLE 
1015 Hegeman, Si 
ALBERT W. GARCEAU, BT 
8 Orch: Worcester, Mass. 

NALD S. GARNER. W 

Henderson, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

CHAS. E. GARRETTE, W 
2700 Jefferson Park, Charlottesville, Vs. 


JEROME S. GARRISON, P 
ta, F 


HN GATELY, TG 
Loma, Tex. 


NATHANIEL T. GAULT, B 
Plaeid, Tex. 


IRMAN, W 
7 Center, Ham o 


WM. A. GEIGLE, BT 
R-1489 Fairview, Reading, Pa. 
JAS. B. GEORGE, E 
724 N. 9th, Waco, Tex. 

R. GERLING, TG 
27 Park, Dansville, N.Y. 


IHN P. GIBBONS, P 
acific Hotel, St. Mary's, Kan 
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WALTER M. GIBSON, JR. 
Douglas, Ga. 


T. GILBERT, P 
ferced, Cal 
STEWART J. GILLISON, N 
R.F.D. 1, South Pittsburg, Tenn 
DONALD V. GLOEGE, R 
5068 Klump, North Hollywood, Cal. 


BERNARD GNAT, CP 
734 E. Market, Warren, O. 


ISAAC GOLDEN, W 
1340 Grant, Bronx, N.Y. 
JULIUS GOLDEN, G 

al, Binghamton, N.Y 


VING GOLDs 


FRED J. GOODCHILD, NG 
2600 Frankford, Philadelphia, Pa 


ELMER B. GOODWIN, © 
525 Goe - 
ANDRE 

480 E. Holt, Milwaukee, Wis. 

G. DIN GOSPODINOFF 

84 View E., Portchester, Conn. 
STANLEY R. GOTTLIEB, W 
40 S. Yewdell, Philadeiphia. Pa. 
THADEUS L. GOTZ, E 

2330 N, 14th, Milwaukee, Wis. 


NORMAN S. GRAHA 
12 Magee, Jeann 


HAROLD C. 


GREEN, CP 
uston, Cincinnati, O 


R G. GREENWOOD, cP 
t, Ia 


WwooD 


HOWARD R. GRIFFITH, CP 
1640 33rd S.W.. y. Canada 
CHAS. L. GRIMES 

317 E. Franklin ion, S.C. 


BRUCE B. GRUESCHOW, B 
4528 N. 65th, Milwaukee, Wis. 


ROLAND M. GR STEAD, BT 
Hettinger, NLD. 


THE CENTURY 


ROBT. G. GUIDI, BT 
Great Barrington, Mass. 
SAMMY 8. GUNN, CP 
506 New York, Winter Park, Fla. 
RALSKI, R 

y, Trenton, N.J. 
CHAS. J. GUTE ST, cP 
Bluegrass Rd. & Grant, Philadelphia, Pa. 
L. D. GUTH JR, W 
1412 11th, Birmingham, Ala. 
BERNARD W. GUZA, R 
z ry Hiil, Pa. 

HAHN, W 


RICHARD V. HAINES, R 
) New London, Mystich, Conn. 


TG 
Peoria, Ill 


DONALD HALVERSON, CP 


1820 Columbus, S., M 
WAYNE S. HAL 
768 23rd, Ogden, 


S. HAMILTON, BT 


rd. Covington, Ky. 
OTT H. HARALSON. CP 
E. 26th, Tulsa, Okla. 


ORVILLE V. HARDY, W 
Malvern, Ia 


WM. E. HARLAN, N 

121 Green, Jackson, Miss 

Cc. R HARNDEN, TG 

Rt. 5, Allegan, Mich. 

THADDEU HARNED, R 

Rt. 2, Atwood, Ill 

DONALD W. HARRIS, TG 

504 S.E. 8th St. Court, Des Moines, Ia 


GEO. J. HARTOS, TG 
119 Cedar, Garfield, N.J. 


L. HATFIELD, BT 
wood, Collegeville, Pa. 


ROY B. HAWKINS. TG 
Broadway, Va. 

ROBERT C. HEDGES, TG 
20 Locust, Z 


RL J. HEDIN, P 
vich, Mass. 


L L. HEGER, E 
ifie, Osawatomie, Kan 
FRANK H. HEMMEN, CP 
909 16th, Seattle, Wash. 


CLARENCE B,. HENDERSON, E 
nd. Ark. 


HENION 


.D J. HERRES, P 
Walla, Wash 


KENNETH N. HESS, TG 
131 4th, Los Angeles, Cal. 


ALBERT K. HEWITT, E 
1627 S. 35th, Tacoma, Wash. 


ROBT. T. HIGDON, P 
$834 2nd, Sacramento, Cal. 


NORMAN T. HIGH, B 
601 Sherman, Springfield, O. 


HOWARD R. HILL, CP 
2169 Penn, Topeka, Kan 


THOS. M. HILL, R 
82 Q St., Salt Lake City, Utah 


CE F. HLAVKA, R 


BERT R. HODGES, NG 
McKinney, Tex 


HOWARD B. HODGES, BT 
Rt. 1, Woodville 


W. F. HOFFMAN, W 
Spring, Tex. 


WAYNE R. HOGAN, W 
Hardin, Mo 


MURRY W. HOLDITCH. E 
Rt. 1, Blooming Grove. Tex. 


REGINALD CHOLLIDAY, CP 
6261 Broadway, Oakland, Cal. 


ELMER F. HOOPER, TG 
Cherokee, Ia. 


JAS. A. HOOTS, TG 

Rt. 2, Winchester, Ii). 
CHAS. J. HOPKINS, G 
2928 N. 4th. Philadelphia, Pa 
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NO CATEGORY 


NORMAN HOWDEN, E 
18 Glenhaven, West Roxbury, 
Zosion, Mass 


JOS. A. HOWEI 
510 Park, Revere 
PAUL HRENK 
434 7th. Dc 
AS. T. HUBACH, W 
Windemere, Sp eld, Mass 
JOHN R. HUDSON. TG 
5607 40th S.W., Seattle, Wash. 
CHARLES J 
Gr Ave., 7 
GORDON W, HUMPHRIES, W 
Georgetown, IL 
ALFRED M. HUNT, W 
801 S. Green, € fordsville, Ind 
EDWARD G. HUNTER, TG 
2356 N. Gale, Indianapolis, Ind. 
DAVID E. HUTCHINSON 
Hot Springs, Va. 
RAYMOND HYVONEN, NG 
Biwabik, Minn 
JOHN F. INGENTHRON, TG 
3430 Humb Denver, Colo. 
EARL L.I LE ON, W 
Rt. 2, Granville, r 


DERRY D. IRO} B 
1012 N, 12th. Fort Smith, Ark 


Tenn 


LEON JACOBS, P 
1925 Glenwood, Brooklyn, N.Y. 


DONALD I 
3 A. JANOUSEK, W 
. Sth, Cicero, Ill. 


JARVIE, E 


MERRILL E. JENSEN, P 
Garland, Utah 


526 
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JOHNSON, R EDW, C. KING KENNETH W. LABELLE, E OLIVER D. 

603 S. Center, F on, 1 ry ahaa 116 Geld, Ut 
19 Union, Salem. q 1 

HE I ERARD C, KIRC we 7 RODNEY } 

Rt a " ) Cathedral, Pittsburgh, Pa. 720 SE “ 

HIRAM J. JOHNSON, N DERICK A. KIRCHHUBEL, BT 

London, Ky le, Ky. 

RALPH R. KITKOWSKI, BT 

1 es, Milwaukee, Wis. 


GORDON J. KLEHAMER, E Tr R LAMBERSON 
2 idolph, Rochester, N.Y eralock, Danville. Pa 2172 
HARRY J IFF, N < j 


LAMONTAGNE CHAS 
610 S. 7th ariton, Ia. peas ymouth, Mass 121 Elms 
JAMES M. JONES, W 
it. Helena, Cal 


ROBT JOHNSON, CP 


orvalli nt 


JHNSTON, E 
Central City, Net 


HAROLD H. I 
{ Miller 
IPP, JR. W ALLEN G. LANGHOFF, W ORLIN D. LEWIS 
ort, La. 1202 S. 17th wyean, Wis 
J. P. JUDD WLES, CP 
Ida 2 Normandy, Mo. 


ROBT. F. JOYCE, NG 
1133 6th, Antigo, Wis 


RAYMOND J EDWARD J. KOCH, TG 


Ave., Rock Island, Ili, 


ROY N. KALLSTRAND T T. KOCZENT. W 
1241 Sigel, Pittsh Pa ‘ 3uffalo, N.Y. 
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+ of flying school. Ground school is now reverted back to 
urges necessitating the dropping of the older crews from the 
,» the latter are all cperational and lmve had 
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Noveaber 13, the targe: was Uromen. An oxygen system failure 
in the pathfinder, plus malfunction of the PFF equipment caused 
its withdrawal before the bomb run. Target was not seen and 
ships jettisoned their boubs in the North sea. 


November 16, the target was Rjukan in Norway. Bombing from low 
altitufe in excellent weather this mission produced the most 
acourate hits of the month. Boub hits seen and confirmed in 
API. The turget was completely destroyed by this Group. Due 
to sroweding on the rum our high squadron was forced to repeat 
ite run which was equally successful, 


November 19, the target was Gelsenkirchen again. All bombs were 
dropped on the pathfindowps flares and undercast was such that 
visual results were impossible. 


November 26, there were two targets, Paris and Bremen. At Paris 
there was heavy underoast and nine ships jettisoned their load in 
the North Sea while eleven brought them back, At Bremen bombs 
were dropped on the pathfinder's flares, but thick undercast ed 
smoke soreen made visual results impossible. 


November 29, the target was to be Bremen. Target was not seen, 
and ag the pathfinder equipment failed, the tombs were dropped 
at 53 15' N by 07030' EB with unseen results. 


November 50, the target was Solingen. Pathfinder aircra’t again 
led the group and we bombed on its flares. Heavy umdercast 
ovseured visual results. 
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steerin 


TECHICAL PRODLEMS 


During the wonth on nine saissions there were nineteen abortivns due 

to mechanical failures. Bi,gest headache to the engineering officers 
ar. those ships not equiped with the electronic superchargers. Supa - 
charg re on the older ships, due to the cold and low pressure at 

high altigudes, have erratic regulation resulting in lack of power 

and some abortions. High altitudes have also ruptured uany oil 
coolers. On the old aircraft with unreinforced prop governor drive 
shaft there have been a number of runaway propellers. It is 

believed by the engineering officers that the overload put on 

engines in th's theater demands that only the newest models be 

ised. Tire biowouts have been prevalent during the past month. 

Bad perimeter strip, which since the arrival of this group have 

been in constant repair, is the cause. Under lead the two beaded 
tires do not stand up under punishment. Bombay docr calfunctions 

have cause several ships to return with their bomb load or occasionally 
with the bombay doors open. The cause is the cold «t altitude which 
causes the door screws to freeze. 
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The arrival o° sixteen new c .bat crews with twenty-three more on the 
way adds trecendously to the administrative proolems on an already 
overcrowded station. With intended léving quarters dul), men are 
now liyi vg in buildings designed for messing and non-commi»sioned 
officers clubs. Army Engineprs erected eight new Nissen huts which 
made the new intake possible, Added strencth adds to the probiematic 
wessing situation. The base now has vut three cess halls. All ground 
enlisted sen @at in one consolidated mesa designed to feed half their 
numbere Both couwbet officers and eilisted men eat in another mess 
hall which was planned to feed five hundred at best. Plans are being 
made to open another combat mess which will feed only the combat 
officers. 


Throughout the month the many less attractive jobs on the base have 
created a difficult -roblem because of the shortage of basic«. 
Kitchen police, fuel cutting, and mud con ro] details have been 
accomplished by a minimum of men and this station is in far better 
shape than other stations in the area. 
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INTELLIGENCE SECTION 
lOOTH BOMB. GP CH) 


RECORD WILL BE MADE OF 


ALL TELEPHONE CALLS 


o ~go8 9 
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. 0830 10 Lee lis 
50 11 Lec 1943 


~ bts 
. Lt. Mackesey 
. Capt. Surr 


O830 = 12 Dec = Capt. Arick 


Fr: 0880 - 11 Deo - Capt. Callinan 


t o aw becones CC... nen called 
S/Sct Smith takes over Map duties. 


S/S gt Selscn 
Ser, Pir fiicers, 


j~ - 


/ é + + 
HOTES: If Mission is run, Map File Clerks snould be called in advance of oth r EF 
to candle pre-briefing work. Jxoept for Duty Officer ce nsulting Master Station List 
i access to files but tie file clerks. 


in the file room, B ne is allowed as 


c..edule cver tele; ndministration uffice. 
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Various seenes of the landing accident 


on Station 159 on Decmmber 27, 19435, involving 


three aircraft, all B-17's, After complete 
investigation all planes were ruled complete 


loss. 
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Crew of Messie Bessie, piloted by Captain 
Moreno of the 418 Bomb Sq. after completing 
their 25th Sortie. Capt. Moreno is wearing 


the Mee West. 
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MESSIE BESSIE on her belly after a 


ground crewman had accidentally raised the 


landing gear while testing in her parking 


area. 
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T/Sgt J P Ingram after receivéng the 


PURPLE HEART. 
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Two crash photos of B-17 791 piloted 


by 2nd Lt. Martin Tachjian 
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Scene from the Christmas Day childrens party 


taken in the Red Cross Aero Club. All together 


there were 150 children. 
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T/Szt N D Kreitenstein 
T/Sgt WG Dowell 

T/Sgt M B Thornton 
S/Sgt R O Stroble 
s/Sgt J Jarvie 

S/Sgt A B King 


left to right recieving DFC's. Col Wilson 
3rd Bomb Div. 
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What happens when a Be24 is taxied into 
a shed. Accident occured on Dea 26 md 
the taxiing pilot was Lt. Floyd H. Mason. 


Accident due to brake failure. 
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Col Harding, left, congratulates Maj, Bennett 


on receipt of the Air Medal 
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Two views of the Combat Crew Library 


Station 139 which is one of the most complete 


in the ETC, sponsored by S-2. 
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Murals in the Officers Club by Sgt 


Thorington of the 549 Bomb Sq. 
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Automatic Pilot Demonstration table with 


the model B17 in the very top of the photo. 
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Whet the new Post Exchange Beer ‘arlor 


looks like. See what I mean. 
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S/Sgts T D Bear and R D Abney after 


receivéng the PURPLE HEART. 
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Office of the 0; atin fficer 


mR UND TRAINI SCYEDULE FOR WEDNESDAY 15 DE 


— SUBJECT 


Crews 49~-50-51-62-55-54- 55-56~57-61~62~65— 
64-65-66~68~89~70 
P,CP,N of Grews 3-7-9-88-59(less W)-40-41-42-45-44 Radio 


Navigators on Mission of Deo, 15 


Bomb & Hav of Crews 49-50-51-52-53~=54-55-56-57— 82 (T) 
61-6 2-63 646-65-66-68-6 9-70 
R, AR of Crews 49-50-51~52-55~54-55-56-57-61-62~ Radio 
63-64-65~66-68-69-70 
Crews 5~7-9-58-39-40-41-42-45-44-~ Security #2 
1430 CawBomb & Nav of Crews 5~7-9-S8-39-40-41-42-45-44— 8 ~ 2 (T) 
13=74~75~76-77-78—79-80-81-82 
1450 CawR, EW, LW, TG of Crews 75 & 74 skeet 


1430CawP, CP of Crews 49~50-51~52-53-54-55-56-57 
10-11-12-15 -14-15~16-17-18 


1430 CamMavigators of Crers 49~50-51-52-55 -54-55-56-57 


Airmaship 


1ss0%._R, RW, LM, 1G of Crews 75 & 76 


1530C__P, CP af Crews 1-2-3-4-5-6~7-8-9-38~39-40-41-42- 
43-44 
1530 CaoCrews 52-55-54-55-56-57 


1450 = 1530 ton R, AR of Crows 3-7~9-58-59-40~41-42-45-44-$>4% Radio 


50-51=73-74—75-76-77-78-79-80-81-32 


1530 = 1630C.u.R, BN, LW, TG of Crews 77 & 78 *keot 


1530 = 


Security Movie 


Navigation Critique 


A/G Recognition #5 


PLACE ees 
School Building 
Radio School 
Bavigation Roan 
Bavigtion Room 
Radic School 
School Building 
Bavigation Room 

Skeet Range 
School Building 
Radio School 
Skeet Range 
School Building 
Gunners Briefing Room 
Radio School 


Skeet Range 


All Combat Grew Personml except R,EN,IN,TG of Crews 77 & 78 Report to their Squadron Oper ations 


By order Sr the Commmding Officer; 


JOHE B, KIDD 


Lt. Mackesey 

Lte Lash 

Lte Crosby 

tapte Arick, Li. Baker, 


Lte Ledbetter 
Lt. Lash 


Lt. Meokesey 


Cepte Artek, Lts Baker, 
Lt. Ledbetter 
Capt.e Cohen 


Capte Knight 
Lte Lash 
Capte Cohem 
Capt. Knight 
Lite Bowers 
Lt. Lah 


Capte Cohen 


Lte Cole, Air Corps, 
Operations Officer, 
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Pilot 
Co-Pilot 
Navigator 
Bombardier 


Pilet 
0751772 Co-Pilot 
0688053 Navigator 
Bombardier 
Rr 


Gp. is hereby rtad fr 


1785, heving been atehd this sta’ per par 2, 
further atchd to 28th Sta Compl Sa, 


ham, Burks, 
management » 


xpenses for 
1 not 


25 


Pras 
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AL ORDERS ) LEO 634, U.S. my 
NUMBER. e2ee171 ) 3 December 1943 


1, CAPT THOMAS A. TOOMEY, JR., 0-562220, 418th Bomb Se, is horeby aptd to 
investigate ond roport upon the circumst«niees conan ected with the ineurrenec 
injuries sust-ined by S/ J slsh, 13041413, 418th Bomb 54, 100th 
mb Go, on 26 November 194 UTH: SR 345-415, ss amonded, See II, “D Cir 
18, 1942, Ltr, Hq 305, ETO, file 334.3, Subj: Investigation of Injurics and 
Deaths whore Quostion of Line of Duty or ‘fisconduct is Susnectcd, dated 15 
February 1943,) 


Coup Sq, is trfd to Not of Pnts, 
Hospital, .PO $51, U.S jo tr vel involved, Service record, 
pipers, individu] clothing equiomons will bs shipped to Ef. TDN 
431-03 .«. 0425-24, 


2 


The foll nwm.d Hi, 350th Bomb 54, 2rc promoted to gr indicated, 
£f this dante, (JR 615-5) 


TO BE TECH 
S/ogt JOSEPH ... JUDD 32440417 LLVIU (1) GRASSHOFF 18225794 
Sst RENE L, TUJAGUE 38194954 PUTER 4. HOGAN 32452105 
Sgt ERNEST J. REE 11106152 gt NUNZI.TO S:NSEVERO 31206195 
Sgt MAURICE V, «JiDERSOV 16131111 JOSEPH J.. UsAKO.ISKI 35363717 
Sgt FLOYD 9, DOUGL.S 3238 3566 ROBERT D. LONGJORTH 19176985 
Sgt LOUIS P, P..LTRKIERI 11086814 FRJICIS iCKER 18226238 | 


nn 
y Cr os 
“a ct ct 


TO BS STAFF SERGE,IT (TEMP) 


+ 


LESTER L, Ete 55629542 
DOWALD a. RE 13126953 
GEORGE P, G 33481715 
FRINCIS X, KERIU R 1308 7263 
LEYDELL °*,LONE 15354046 
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S@ 175, HQ ALF STA 139, APO 604, Da Y Cont*d 

68. Pfe CAROLL P. DALLUGE, 37226044, +1 
Sq Ord and reasgd SD with Tess. 


, is rel@ fe ay aa 


By order of Colonel HARDING: 


CHARLES J, RIBRR, 
Captaing \ir Corps, 
fy Acting Ad@jutaat, 
OFFICLL: / we Hoe 
/ ‘ / 
7. 1 hykto x rap 4 
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Ceantsin, 4ir Carps, 
Aoting Adjutant. 
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Det 100th, is promoted to 


seinded, 


S/Set MARLO JOSEPH 209, 418th Bomb Sq, is promoted to 
chnicsl Bergeant (Temp), e s date. (AK 615-5-) 
2ND LT DONALD P, 1 IR, OL797391, 1276th M,P, Co,., is assigned 


Maintenance Officcr, in addition to his other duties. 


Pvt WILLIAM H. HAACK, 32098501, 1276th MP Co, is hereby transferred 
rps of ‘tilitary Police to Air Corns, 


Prt LLIA{ Hy HACK, 32098504, is reld fr dy and asgnt with 1276th 
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Extracted. M 350th DS 5th GH,) 
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Corpse 
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eine 


Survey Offiecr, in addition to his othor duties, vice Major WALTER A. 
HAZELTON, JR.e, 9914482, reld,. 
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LBERT {} ALE. 41, is reld fr dy and asgnt with 


“and asgd Hq ° Oth Bomb Gp. 
{UGHIE C. TaYLOR, 34199778, Hq & Hq Sq 83rd Serv Gp, is 
prometed to gr of Staff Sergeant (Tomp), eff this date. (AR 615-5, ) 


By order of Colonel HARDING: 
ISH, 


{aj ‘ir Corns, 
Station Adjutant, 


é 
OFFICIALS oho ae oe 


KARL STANDISH, 
Mujor, iv Corps, 
Station Adjutant. 
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our victorye 
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SPECIAL SERVICE COUNCIL 


The weekly meetiag of the 
enlisted men's eouncil will be 
held ia the Speeial Service office 
on Thursdiy, Dece SOth, 2% 18:50 
hourse All members ire urzed to 
be presente 


So far five 
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in participating, 
ciil Service 
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12020794, Staff Sergeant, 359 
New York. 


19191395, Staff Sergeant, 250th Borb Sq, Bone ai’rese: 
Texas, 
FRAHAM, 1°105449, Staff Sergea-t, 350th Borb Sq 
ary, “ise, 
SURE Dy HYATE, 19175°54, Staff Sergeant, 350th Pomb Sq. 
angley Ave., Glendale, Cal 
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Armed Forees 
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Lt., home address: 130 Ford Ave., Jac 
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APPENDIX #1 70 AUNZX $2 OF DEFENSE PLAY 


Invasion Warning, 


wills 


(1) Indicates that a raid is 


the arer aff; ‘ 
th € fected, 
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Special Orders 
Xo 2 


EXTRCT 


named EM, orgns indicated, «are placed on DS for app five 

nil ofa 3 Jan 4%, fr uF Sta 139 to .F Sta 113, for 
purpose of attending 3onmb Reconnaissance Tourse. CTRS, Fatigue Suit, Ovor- 
shoes, iess “it, Canteen, psper and nencils will accompuny Ri 


3076 
54991 


75 


51 18th Bomb Sa 
:0 869th Cri Co 


s-bovoensacd Bi will be reimbursed for actual and necessary 
as outlincd in Cir 85, Hq ZTOUS/., at « rate not to excecd 
ar 2 por day for rats, while travolling. TOIT, 
. 425-22, TWX “iq 3BD J-63-C 2 Jan 4+.) 


BURHS, 21209321, having erroneously revorted 
' fr .F Sta 133 to ..F Sta 142, reverting 
to CO there lye his is a wnt chanse of station. TOIT, 
TDN. (i HQ 3: 


< Ge CRNELL, 01699229, 350th Bomb Sq will prococd on 
ys ofaS Jan 4: fr (uF Sta Bournsiouth to carry 
out instructions of tho Commanding Gonorsl, Si,ht ir Fores, and us0n 
completion of wp dy, return to propor station. 


od Officer will bc roimburs.d for nctucl and noecssary 
volling nt © ratc not to sxceed 4.00 per dav for qrs 
hil at tomp dy sta Officer will be furnished 
sxeucd 025 pur cay for subsistence, 91-5 7 432-02 4 
1-01 212/20200, TONT. TDi. 


KARL SIa!pIsSy, 
“fajor, «ir Cor 
Station /.djut 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


seeeeeet 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Dearsene 


utd 
L ad, 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


WARTERS 
[0% HO, 13 
LPO 624 


Special Orders ) 
HOcserseseseeb } 


aed O snd EM, having been asgd this sta, arc further 
i rill report to CO thereof for dy, Et indicated (+*) 
j a3lstion of tng report to 
Gp 3 Jan 1944,) 


st COMMAWAY, ROBERT F, 0629302 

LT Pu AMES 1% 9682022 (fF 

Ritt Ea 7 39168628%( 6 
17129043 *(7 


: : il on DS te 7 Grosvoner 
Square, London ir Ay two (2) davs (exclusive travel), reporting not 
later than 9350 hrs i Jan 4 for purpose of appearing before j.vn Cadet 


ux amining £ 


sUTH, 13110720 4 
13119733 


17063552 


jogan Placs, where 
orovided. (U/UTH: THK 
P 432-02 . 0475024, 


t1lith Bomb Sn, is »1 
Cmbridge !filitary C 
instructions of the CO, 


cessary Gxpenses As 
mile at tamp dy str 
2 per day for rs 


0425-24, (tinder 


Lincolnficld.) 


I, 36521853 (060), is rold fr dy 
sgi to célst 


R0GERS, 3239 i, { ) is rcld 


Sd to } Hq 8 s$rd Surv Gpe 
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, for ar 


Sa 
\ 


Jan 44.) 


TH, O241764, iq 100th Bomb 
+3, hereby confirmed 


¥AlLAt 


aaye, 


out tnsotruetions of 


T) BAUMAN, 0564764, ‘q 100th Bomb Go, is placed on De 

vis Rail fr AAP Sta l to AAF Sta 101, repertin sd 

1, not Later than 1709 hrs 17 dan 44, for purpose ‘ot 
iustruction thereat, CTR» 


9579205, Hq 100th Bomb Gp, is pisaced on D> 


Sta 159 to Kenworthy*s Hydra, Southoor™, 
t on 12 Jan 44, for r 


actual and necessery expen: 
for qrs ond $1.25 por 
f 13 Hq SBD 22 Oct 


S. BOOKER, M4lila’., 
aig Hel, for sp 
ws, 17 Jn 44, for 


ort to Cagual Contcr, 
wssing fseilitios will be 
TDF, PD S1-5 P 432-02 A 
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Par le, Ado 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


ae 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


® 
s 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 
| ! 


rth 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


in, a 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


uadrons did not complete their monthly diaries in 


Two Sat 
time, These will be forwarded next Acai 
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3O0MB GROUP, 


favorable and unfavorat 


in otner prases 


preceding months. 


other 
the unprecedented 
over enemy territory, the 


bomb Livision inspectors, and 


others se 
Vranance anda 
personnel i s of greater danger; UCS 
Kiilakevich; . ‘al’ C y returns 
territory; Sgt. Arthur hi. Lenfast f oxygen 


on accredited mission; Lt. Kichard Elliott finishes 25th mission 


ns to states; and S/Sgt. Koy Urich killed by enemy flak. 
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been altered 
by an 
way. Briefly, one might say in conclusion th 


se a greater interest on the part of the squadron members 


to the orderly room regularly for reading the bulletin board anc for 


administrative needs handled that require attention. 
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Very enc< 


velong im 


ec men was 


squad 
drought smile: reassurrance 
The other outstan ing there hac 
been a several 
furlo pi a3 Was to ve gainea 
1 mentally because 
The initial leaves were is n January 16. 


outside visits will enable the officers and enlisted 


men to travel Isles whose 


impracti 


ric occurrences were not to be sverted 


t things seemed to be sailing smooth 


fatalities and three severe-injury cases. The death cl 


Kenosha, Wisc., came ss a wost umexpected shock 
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Gaffron, a sheet-metel worker, been with the squadron almost from the 


time of its activation, met s 


the late aftern 


outskirts 


a number of other were killed 


The remaining f we those of 


combat personnel. An early-norning 
disastrous 5 ie bomber pilcted vy Lt. arch Jd. Drummond 
- + inst 
t nging inste 


Frank keGuire, vLomberdier, and operator. 


two sericusly-injurec victinis were immediately 


50 } 5 tL Stetion 


ital for care and treatment. Both es well es 


ane 


seriou 


injury. convertec into a mass 


flames resulting its totel loss. 


Failure of an oxygen mask n a mission 


over hostile terrain ‘ast, dall-turret gunner 


on Lieutenant Drummond's crew. His death was the first casualty for the month, 


occurring around noon time of January 4. Sergeant Lenfust, whe 


was a relatively new member of the 


st 


squacron, Delng emong the newcomers 


Decenber. 
Urich, Los 


Janusry 24 after being hit by ememy flek. He was also a newcomer 


Uther members of the plane's crew returned safely from this raid. 


The third-injury case was suffered by S/Sgt. Thomas Kk. Chappell who received 


a severe leg wound from flak bursts while flying over enemy territory 
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3% 


Shappell is now in a London hx l 3 is orted to be gradually 


improving. This ball-turret gunner volunteered for combat duty after arriving 
in the ETC 1 hac ions his cred following completion of |! dest raids 
Introduction nsiti ype of bomb with an intricate fuse assembly 


addec greater pe » ever-Cangerous tasks of 


the ordnance anc 
personnel on several occasions during the month. The men of these 


f the big i the 


o load, were } te cerry on with their 


January in providing unsuiteble flying weather for the most part caused an 
increased amount of indignation among aviation mechanics anc armor and ordnance 
personnel «6 more scheduled sions e sc ed n during f month. 
These men.w rt tter over the situation when after working all night in 
the cold, damp atmosphere a ulc - . f # sudden 
change in weather conditions. Und such circumstances, they that their 
efforts had been in vain and woulc not be shortened in the least 
5 a result of their latest work. 

importence for safe; cing the health of squadron 
members brought the customary reaction of trivial fear when its announcement 
was made. The station dispensary was the site of i y on the 
afternoon of January 29 as 156 officers and enlisted men reported for various 


kinds of innoculations. 


Additi cor space to ease a problem of congestion and a convenient i'ront 


entrance were provided in a project for the squadron operations office. The 
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improvement, completed in a itew d » Was made possible by dismantli 
interior double-door entrance setup which in turn added useful space 
office. An outside shelter opening to the office with 
was constructed to provide @ suitable entrances 
eresting events regarding the activities of a number of on 
were among items of note during the Jl-cay period. 
joined the squadron in the ETU last July as a member of 
finished his tour of operations January 24 anc three days 
get that well-ceserved iuriough with parents and friends before 
receiving a new assignment. 
M/Sgt. Dan Milakovich, one of the squadron's three veteran flig 
had a foremost ambition become an actuality when orders were issued se 
to the States to attend OCS for enginee 3 This move, auth 
January 22, gave the happy sergeant extra time t isit home folks before 
reporting for OCS. 
There was creat surprise in the squacron when Sgt. Trafford Curry, 
who had been missing i: for n of months, returned 
fore departing or the states. Curry, who parachutec 
s while over enemy-held territory, managed to avoid cap 
contacting friendly civilia: livec among them for quite some time 06 
slipping away and returning by undisclosec methods to england. 


Good news to the officers and enlisted men affected were promotions f 


officers and 55 enlisted men. Among the EM's, 10 combat cr aembers rec 
’ 


two boosts in grade during the monthe 
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349th SQUADRON, 100th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 
Station 139 


SQUADRON JOURNAL FOR MONTH OF JANUARY, 1944. 


eae k te eee eee ee ee 


JAN 1. 


The New Year came in quietly for this Squadron-- no practice nor 


operational mission, no marked festive spirit. 


JAN. 2e-- Routime duties. 
JAN. 3e-- Routine duties. 
JANe 4e=2 

Six of our planes went to the German port of Kiel; all returned, 
no casualties, Flak and fighters opposed, but our fighter escort was on the 
job. Lt. Homer Tripp, one of our veterans (Regensburg, a Channel ditching, 
and other close calls with death), finished his operational tour today. 
JAN. 5-- 

This was the day of the celebrated "nuts and bolts" mission, when 
our Group, led by Major Bennett, with Lt. Joseph Armanini as his bombardier, 
found the primary target too badly overcast for bombing, and in cruising 
about in search of worthy game, came upon a clear objective in an important 
bolt works at Nuess, Germany. Lt. Armanini spotted this "target of opportunity”, 
and smacked it with his bomb load, to be followed by the rest of the Group. 
Newspaper accounts, widely published, quoted Lt, Armanini as having said "My, 
my } " when he spied this fine mark, but he quoted his remark as something 
quite different. 

JAN. 6-- Routine duties. 

JAN. 7-- Six of our planes bombed the important aircraft industries at Ludwigs- 
haven, Germany, and allirreturned, despite bitter oppositiom from Jerry's 

flek and fighters, Capt. Sumner H. Reeder, one of the heroes of our tragic 


mission of 6 September, 1943, made his first operational flight since that 
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time, when he was wounded, » he got a warm reception on his return to 
piloting the Pathfinder plane, he narrowly escapec hit from a 20 mms sh 
his plane was considerably shot up. 
JANe Routine. 

JANe 9=--Routine. 

JAN. 10--Routine. 

JANe ll-- 

Ommabruck, Germany, was target today for our Squadron and 
planes went for the 349th; all returned without untoward incident. 
JAN. 12-- Routine. 

13.=--Routine. 
l4-- 

A "milk run" mission to the French cosst; 
returned, having been virtually unopposed. 
JAN. 15--Routine. 


JAN. lo-- Furloughs started, first grar in our outfit overseas. Three men 


left today for their seven days' vacation; one of them stretched it to a month=~ 
ine; no missions, probably because of foul weather. 
Combat flying resumed, with another blow at the mysterious French 


coast target termed "10 BALL"; we sent ten planes, and they all got back, but 


this was far from being the expected milk run. Flak was intense, and every one 


of the 449th ships was punctured by fragments. Punctured, too, was the thigh 


Paul A. Levy, one of bombardéers. His wound was not dangerous, but kept 


hos.ital for some weeks. 
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No. 3-- 349th Squac urnal, January, 194 


22--25--Routine,. 
24-= 

Nine of our planes took off on a mission over Germany, but ware recallsd, 
because of closing weather, before they retched the target. However, crew members 
got credit for a sortie, as thoy had penetrated well into enemy occupied territory, 
and sew some flak. 

JAN. 25--26--27--28-- Routine. 
JAN, 29-- 

Another lick at Frankfurt, Germany, today, with eight planes of the 
549th participatinz. All returned, without having vineaker el any very severe 
opposition. Our fighter escort, going in to unprecedented depths of Cermany, 
functioned well, 

JAN. 30-= 

Brunswick, Germany, today for seven of our planes--eanother fairly 
uneventful run, considering it went so far into the Reich. All our planes and 
men came home unscathed. 


JAN» Sl-- The month ended on a quiet day, with only routine activities by the 


Squadron. 
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PA QQUARTERS 
on "NDWATH DOeRAROME YT cROUP (F) 
ffice of the Operations Officer 
APO 634 


(CURD SOL OHEDULE OR FEDEES™Y, 2 TETRIARY 1944 


rmasonal SUB CT 


a 
199350 = 1030 B, HB Of Llel2=ls<14~lini& 17~ltelS=20-21-2 B= ZS -2 4 2 5S B= @ (Tt) 


£Geh Ie Sof 2~ SS~ BB~57~S1-<¢ 2-45-04-6-£8-6%-70 


0950 - 10S trews (less 6,6) L®-20+21=22-23-24-25-01-° 2-°3-"4=668~ Pabontiet y Sreeras cere 
68e6 270 Pighter Kovie 


1030 - 1100 Crewe 19-207 122=23- YH - 26-27% 81 <8F BB —84 89-8 9= TC Incemtiary Grenads demons 


2100 = 1130 Crews 10<Ll«1?~ 15 -1L4~ L& L6<1 71 B=4 9-50-51 - 52-55-54 BB 


1580 - 1450 Bg B Of LadeS-S-6-7 = 9-282 REO S1-S20S5H5 Sa SH- STH Oe $< 2 (T) 
BGG Ong 1 42 1 5 44m AE 94 7G W7E FT 7 ek 1 


1330 + 1430 Ist Radio Ops of 2aS-f-GeT~ G-Se28~ 29-51-32 -55-5 5-56-7878 Radio 
3O~4.0~4.1 4 22 1B 844 74 $75 = TT 72 TS PAZ 


1330 - 1450 Crews (less 5, N, B) listed above Fichter Kovie ichool "uilding 


1450 = 1500 Crass letu3-5a8=7 ~G= QoS P= 38-3 Pd 0-4] 4 2— Betdntl Incendiary Grenade School suilding 
1500 + 1530 Crexa 2829-8 O-S]-52-S8~3 55 60 74~TH“7 F-77279 HP 1-52 . ° . 
1530 © 1680 Crers 77 = 78 = 80 Ditehing Drill 418th “wzince rin 
ISSO +--+ = « All other Conint SrewPersmmel repert te Sqéedron Operations 
By orde of the Commating “fficers 
Jom B, KIDD 


Lte Cole, Air Corps, 
Operations Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
ONE HUNDRETH BOMBARIEENT GROUP (H) 
Offices of the Operations Officer 
APO 634 
3 February 1944. 
E POR PRIDAY, 4 FEBRUARY 1944, 
PERSONNEL PLACE 


Neve Of 2-3 —5-6-7 ~G 9-28~29~51-32~35-36-3 B-57-53-- Radi Radio School 
39—40—4142-45-44-454674=7 576577 -79-20-81—82 


Bomb of 2-5-5-6—7-3-9=28-2 &31-52- 55-55-5653 7-38- Wevigation Een Navigation Room Cant. Crosby 
SQ—4. md Ld Bod Shh 45 eT e7 S 787 27 IO ~B 


ALL Pilots & Co-Pilots Airman ship chool Building Col. Kidd 


ALL Hevircators & Bomber diers S ~ 2 (T) Pilots Briefing Room Lt. Juster 


Nave of 11-13~14~15-16-17-18-19-20-21-22-25-24-25— Radio Radio School Capt. Lash 
49-50~51~— 52 53-55-87 ~62=63~64 66-4 8-670 


Bomb of 11~13~14—15-16-17-18-1 9-20-21-22~23-24-25- Navigetion Eman Navigation Room Capt. Crosby 
49-50-§) -52-53~-55-57 w62=63- 6466-6 8-~69~70 


Crewm 40-45-61 A/c Recognition #6 Gumiers Bri@f. Roca Lt Sowers 
Crere 40-45-61 Medical School Building Capte Hardy 
Crews 38-43-44 Ditching Drili 349th Enginoering Shep Lt Sparks 
All other Commt Crew Personnel report to Squadron Cperations 
By order of the Commanding Officer; 
JOHN B. KIDD 


Lte Col., Air Corps, 
Operat ioms Officere 
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0930 
0930 
1030 


1030 


1350 


1430 


1430 
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= 1050 
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HEADQIARTERS 
ONE HUNDRETH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E) 
ffice of the Operations Officer 
APO 634 
4 February 1944, 


GROUMD SCHOOL SCHEDULE POR SATURDAY, 5 FEBRUARY 1944 

———L a eeneseeeMieeesecemeee nea 
FER SONNEL SUBJECT PLACE INSTRUCTOR 

a tn en 


Crews 4045-6] A/c Recornitien #6 Gunners Erief,. Room Lt. Bowers 


Bomb Of 2=5=Ge7m8e28-—31-32~33-—3 5-36-37~38-39-- Radio Check Radio School Capts Lash 
44-74-76-77-~79~3 0-81-82 
Nave Of 2-3_5~G—7Sm Gn 28=29-3 1-3 2-35 03 Se Ga To Redie a Radic School Capte Lash 
38-3 Qed Ooh 14 Bh Smad at Be 7h? Sm] Cm 777 Se 80-91-82 
Bomb of 19-20 2 1=22— 23 = 24~2 6-28-29-31-3 2-533 53 Gow General Navigation Review Navigation Room 
61=62—63-646 6~68-~-69-70-74—75—76m77=7 80-81-82 


ALL Donlurdiers & Navigators 3-2 (tT) Pilots Brief, Room Lte Juster 


Bav, of 11-13-14-15-16~17-18-1 Qe20m 21 22m25-2 AR 25— Radio Radio School Capt, Lash 
49-50-5152 =5361—62—65- 64—55-68-69—70 


Cravs 55 & 57 Ditching Drill 550th Engineering Lte Cook 
Crews 40-45-61 Medical School Building Capte Hardy 
Bomb of 11-13-14~15-16-17-18—1 9620-21 -22—2 3-25~ Radio Cheek Radio School Capt. Lash 
49-50-5155 =55~57=64466~68 
All other Combat Crear Persomel tepart to Squadron Oper ations 
By order of th Co manding Officer, 
JOHN B. KIDD 


Lte Cols, Air Corps, 
Operations Officer, 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


o = wSooSGe™ feat aT a7 ets 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


| THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


wo Je oe Be Phe fel) Hie of ~- oh 


1 es Gel eT whl 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


DIDCOT esses 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


jer 


N@sevesecseeds 


t CHARLES W. SCHULTZ, 36343@06, 3 


sportetion,g and rx gd 6D with 84 mmginewrias. 


ay ordor ~ Cal one) é BRINGS 


4 


[acans fh 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Govt me 


and 44 


(Auth: 
« Th 
aris, 

instructi 


lst 
2nd 


at Grosvenor 
will be 

TDN, 

Auth 


4. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


AUP 
Leia A Udrrsan p 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


RESTRICTED 


HEADQUARTERS 
AAP STATION NO. 
APO 634 


Special Orders ) 14 February 44 


NOceccvccee ett } 


l. A lw of : 
(Chap) GLENWH F, TESKA, 048069%, Eq 
(AR 605-115.) 


now on TD this Sta for an indefinite neriod, 
ndicated for rats, qrs anc 1 


(Atchd fr 453rd Bomb 
MN, Turner (911) 18189970 418th Bom 
Maus (911) 35336492 34th 
3 French (911) 6430906 550th Bomb Squadron 
Kenneth E, Kimball (911) 31147013 350th Bomb Squadron 
Vernon 0. Parman (911) 15334506 349th 3omb Squatron 
Ernest D. Mollohan (911) 35447587 35lst Bomb Squsiron 
Ernest D. Fisher (911) 53344944 35lst Bomb Squadron 
Paul 2. Perather (911) 35356727 418th Bomb Squadron 


5, VOCO, 8 Feb 44, ordering "Cpl LeRay 0. Wabaunsee, 37496372, 
28th Sta Comp Sq on DS for app two (2) days, WP via GMV fr AIF Sta 139 
to Luton, for purpose ef carrying eut instructions pf the CO. CTRS. Ei 
will be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses while travelling; 
and while at TD St« where qrs and rats are not furn at a rate net to 
exceed °.2 per day for rats and $2 per day for qrs in accordance with 
Cir #85 Hq ETOUSA 43. TONT, TDN, FD 91-5 ¢ 432-02 4 0425-24, (AUTH: 
Ltr Hq ETWSA 3 Nov 43,)", is hereby confirmed and made a matter of 
record. (AR 35-4890.) 

4, Extracted, (EM Hq 100th & 350th NS London, ) 

5. Sgt John D, Callihan, 34316972, 349th Bomb Sq, is placed en DS 
for app two (2) weeks, WP via Rail fr AAF Sta 139 to Ne, 21 School ef 
Tech Tng, Burtonwood Repair Depot, Great Sankey, Warrington, Lancashire, 

4T not later than 1690 hrs 19 Feb 44 to Sgt E. C. Stevens, for ournose 
Syclone R-1820 Enyine School, CTRS, Advance PX Rations 
ill accemnany EM, EM will be reimbursed for actual and 
while travelling a 32 pe 
day for qrs, in accor7ance with Cir 
with the exception of delavs in the London Area, at 
vill report to tne Casual Center, C3S, 4¢ Cadogan Place, 
i ities will be provided, TONT. TD, FI 
Ltr Hq 3rd Bomb Div, File 352. 10 Fet 
Personnel to Tech Schools.) 


Co (Avn), are promoted to ¢r 
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Special Orders ) 
No 47 ) 
1, Extracted. (EM 1275th MP Co DS 


2. Pfc SLEX 4, WOLINSKI, 36166578, 
Sq Armament +: asgd SD to Officers! 


oe 
C. SHITE 


to 549th Bomb Sq for rats qrs and (VOCG Hq 3rd Bomb Div 


3766553 (945), now or ) t 


“3 


hs ORs 33519288 


Sgt JOE 5S, FOLSOM 


C. HIGCINBOTHAM, 18125050, 28th Sta Comp Sq, is promoted 
615-5.) 


6& S Sgt NED G. EaTON, 31059050, 418th Bomb § is promoted to gr of 


> 


Technical Sergeant (Temp), eff this date, 


7. The foll named EI, 350th 3omb Sq, ara reld fr and reaszd to SI 
with Departments as indiceted: 


NAS SERIAL NO: RELD FR: ino GD SD 
30447634 Combs le Refueling ‘Jn 
19086726 Refueling Mi Transportation 


S1t047 . mn : . 
30677 ( i s n.ineeri 


! ; 

| | f 
Pt Aye { ‘ ry 
O’CE fb, bes ental 
Canta -ir Corps, 
.djutant. 
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Ten of our planes went 
The }ethfinder bombing excuipmer 
belleved to 


rs were encountered, and only sormal er 


4: Frenkfurt was the target today, and flak was 


oc Go ; nine 
extremely intense and eccurste. One of ouraircraft, com ended 
: ’ sa 2 
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> 
Ff, ¢ 


yr formation wes 


derglict. 


snow, 


sleet alow on @ mission 
to Brunswick, and on not 


whether lost to woat 


of our ships which did get back to England forced to land 


other bases the elements. 


llp lz: Nothing worthy of record. 
Sleven of our planes got a true “nilk run" to 


mystery targets near Calseis; minimum of flak, no 


no losses. EEE 
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on tine 
wk", #088, turned back beceuse of flax damage 


1c got home ten and 


£fter tekin, ey nad expericnced no trouble from enemy 


hut hed encountered lots of grovnad fire. Six of our airven 
eir tours today. 

Rx: 

25: The S B 7 Hegensbdurg--and what a 


contrast to our p! pus < OI st vital enemy center! 
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for 
some three Germany. This second 
time, we had ell the wey in and 
ut usually to be 
or Thunderbotts. 
flak, which was fairty 
severe over Regens- 


Hewk" (086) ® 


rect burst 


B05 U4 


and or try 


Lt. Col. Jahn M. Bennett, Jr., 


commander of the 549th, 
Bettle of sesensburg, ani turally 
n +ot=ois 

\flew in the lead position. Bombing results, on 
sircraft factory, were very setisfactory. 
Vur plane which wes, ferced tqa.turn engine trouble, 
ES 
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QAVLCUS Gea gr town. 


» &7: No missio 
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~sLAY + 


FEBRUARY 1944. 


The mighty aerial onslaught to pulverize prime Axis military targets in 
preperation for opening the Second Front reached new heights during February 
1944 when combat airmen of the 35 Bombardme Squadron contributed their 

rare of the hazardous tasks by makin 08 sorties and dropping the greatest 
tonnage of high explosive and incendiary bombs ever destined for enemy 
objectives during any preceding month, a record of the month's activities 
iscloses, The increase in aerial operations fer overshadowed all other events 
in February affecting the squadron. 

Besides participating in 
was fortunate in achieving the 
safely from a record-smashig ordeal of 13 
the acrial front line raised hopes of many 
the Europoan Theater of Operations could be expected. The month's amazing 
operaticnal record easily surpassed that for January when only seven recognized 
missicns were made, The absence of casualties was an outstanding feature of 
February's activities, a marked improvement over January. 

The frequency of raids hastened the completion of combat duty for seven 

‘icers and two enlisted men. This group was transferred to the 12 RCD, where 
moet everyone is believed tc have received orders for returning to the states 
on a 30-day furlough before reporting for e new assignment. 

A tragedy was reccrdod for February claiming the life of gt. Ralpt 
Buchanan, a bombsight maintenance man. Bushenan, whose home was in Gresn Castle, 
Pas, died February 4 in a Londor hospital as a result of injuries sustained in 
accidentally falling from the second floor of a London building two days 
previously. The victim, who had been a member of the squadron since nearly the 

ng, was buried in Brookwocd cemetery near Londcn,. 

Other events ranking fairly gh in the way of interest included the 
presentation of the Distinguished Flying Crosse to T/Sgt- Raymond Harjo, receipt 


- Donald ©. Ellis, anc the good 
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Herjo received th I i rion February i6 r displaying exceptional 
couraze by remaining at his post as asrial engineer after being seriously wounded 
in the face by enemy fire while on an operational mission. 

The unexpected happened to S/Sgt. Donald 0. Bllis, +ail gunner who finished 
his 25 missions in December, when he received a favorable response from his 
application for a direct commission as a second lieutenant. The president's order 
arriving the eerly part of the month was unexpected in view cf the fact that direct 
commissions to men already in uniform are considered rars. Ellis, in order to be 
eligible for a ocmmission, received an honorable discharge from the army on 
February 7 and immediately wes commissionec a second lieutenant. Lieutenant 
Ellis is now a gunnery officer at a nearby tomber bese in the ETO. 

The squadron fared moderately well in athletics during the month by competing 
with other units on the local base in basketball and boxing. The cagers, managed 
by Cpl. darvey Woods, a former star athlete in Virginia prep circles, won 
second-place honors in league competition for the regular season. Their record 
in the base tournament was not too impressive because of lo&ing to both the 350th 
Bomb Squadron end to the Group Headquarters detaciument. During the regular season, 
the 35ist quintet anmexed encounters from the 418th squadron, 28th Station Compliment 
squadron, 1776 Ordnance company, 1276 Military Police company and the Group 
Headquarters team. 

The high csge scorers for the squadron were S/Sgt. James Schollard and Sgte 


Rudolph Zulkiewicz, both playing guard vositions. Other first team members were 


Cpl. Harvey Woods and S/Sgt. John Bergstrom, forwards, and Ffc. Howard Swank, center. 


Substitutes included Sgt. Donald Conklin, Cpl. Salvatore Sogga and Pfcs. Arthur W. 
Gretenhart, John Atkinson and Ernest Jiminez, 

In boxing, four members cf the squadron participated in bouts staged by the 
base emerging with three wins and three defeats. Sgt. Paul Deane maintained a 
spotless record by triumphing on two occasions. Cpl. James J. Dineen tasted both 
victory anc adversity in his two ring appearances. Deane, a 155-pounder, scored a 
quick win in his debut match by gaining an 18-second kmockout. His second victory 
was a three-round decision. The remaining two fistic setbacks were chalked 
against M/Sgt. Robert Bovle in the 180-pound class, and Cpl. Hervey Woods, entered 


in the 170-weight category. 
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Heading the t of boosts in officers’ ranks was 


adron commande 


captaincy during the month 
Quilici, Andrew il. Campi C. Kelsey, Thomas R. Kizak, Robert K. Bdgely, 
Edward Handorf, Jack S. Neal, Bugene Mulholland and Earl Xe Williams. 

Sixteen enlisted men received promotions during February. 
grade are as follows: M/Sgt-~Trefford Curry; T/Sgt--Henry c 
He Ford; S/Sgt--Alfred Me Hunt, Steven M, Szekely, William L. Keneau, Joe 

ddrea, James Me Roberts, Robert ii. Mvers, Allen D. Horton, John Le 
John Je Gverovich and Fair C. Lawrence; and Sgt--James Li. Chase and Michael 
Schuster. 

The squadren received seven new officers most of whom were assigned as 
replacements. Among this group were five comoat officers. They included 2nd Lts. 
Albert A. Marchiando, Charles W. Mylius, Jre, Charles J. Galligan, Warren Ge McCoy 

The ground newceners were lst Lte. Jack bauusan 
« King, both assigned to the S-? department. 

New arrivals among enlisted personnel were seven airmen end eight members for 
the ground echelon, The combet men included T/Sgt. Dorsett Bennett, S/Sgts. 
James R. Russell, Herbert D. Fern and Vincent J. Nood, Sgts. Carleton Ee. Brown and 
Charles Ee McSpadden and Pvte Edmond Je Sullivan. The other 
Jemes G. Fitzgerald and John W. Laudenslager, Pics. Silly M. Kimmel, 

Alberti, Louis G. Lasker, William Williamson, Elton L. Keller, and Pvt. Chester kh. 

Transfers of officers from the squadron which numberec 135 included nine corbat 
efficers who had finished their tour of operations. Among the combat personnel 
seven were sent to the 12 RCD where most are believed to havo been returned to the 
stetes for a 30-day leave. Those whe went to the 12 RCD were lst Lts. Donald Davis, 
Henry Quilici, Leonard A. Wickens, Jack S. Noel, Edward L. Dunlap, Reuben Kelsey 


and Alexander Park. Two other combat officers--]st Lts. Paul Pascal and Eugene 
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leparture served as uadron ope ions officer he cthers 
Sclorars and Adam 


ne squacron 


Bachmanrc, both f whic embers of the g¢r nd rit n Lieutenant 
transferred to 100 i Group Heacquarters, wiile Lieutenant Bachmann receive 
new assizx arts 

Two men who Pinis hei c of combat missicns were 
to 


transferred 
L. Tee. 
Other men leaving the squadron included hj 
W. Yeitzer and Pvt. Angelo J. Genovese. 
In the diary 
uitted. Advancements were lst Lt. Hovert Hughes to captaincy, wd 
Lts. Robert J. Shoens, Donald S. Davis, John. F. ifassol and Alexander Ge Park 


te first lieutenancye 
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Purple “eert Awards - left to rirht: 

Cavtein Foreace “arian, Sta ij., it 

Y » .Ctg CoOc, lini. Tlton, 
C L Sowers «and 
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Captain Sunner Reeder re 
ec neratulatious from It, 
inon receiving the 


Stinfui 1 
t+, 13 March 1944. 
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SUBJECTs Operational “arrative, Chartres, France, 2 March 1944. 


TO Commanding Yfficer, 100th Bomb Group (H), AAF. 


1. Twenty-four aircraft took off from this base at 1400 hours, in- 
cluding three spares. By 1428 the group formation had assembled over the 
base at 2,000 feet. The rendezvous with the 95th at buncher #11 at 1530 
hours, at 16,000 feet, the 590th group was not seen, but were behind us. 


2. Aircraft not attacking. Twenty-four sireraft left this base in 
formation, including three spares. Spare aircraft #42-31800 turned back 
at 1419 hours, 4 miles from Beachy “ead, altitude 20,000 feet. Spare 
aircra’t #42-38175 turned back et 1621g hours, altitude 20,000 feet. 
Spare aircraft #42-30152 turned back at 16213 hours, altitude 20,0000 
feet. 


Twenty-one aircraft were dispatched, 


All our aircra’t returned, 
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NW to §S é t of three 


several bombs and probably destroy Th attern was 


© dispersal areas and bar ks type builde 


eirdrome was covered with smoke 


enemy aircraft atte 


Plak rangir 


the target 
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SUBJECT: Operational Sarrative, Barch, 1944, Berlin, 


TO s Commandin 


1. General 4arrative, 100th "A" Groups Twenty aircraft took off at 
1718 hourse By 0750 hours the gorup formation had a sembled at 2000 feet 
over the D&aS@. 

2. Aircraft not attacking; Tweny a rcoraft departed this base in 
formation, Twenty aircraft were dispatched. Aircraft #42-39954 turned 
back at 1030 hours, altitude 20,000 feet. Aircraft #42-31074 turned back 
at 1049 hours, altitude 20,000 feet. Aircraft #42-30437 turned back at 
1120 hours, altitude 20,0000 feet. 


3. Missing aircraft: #$42-39817 and 42-38017 are missing. 


& 


is known of the cause of my of these aircraft. #42-38017 reparted 


that he was going to Sweden. 


2 


le General “arrative, 100th "5B" Group: Twenty-one aircraft took 
off from this base at 0700 hourse By 0759 hours the gorup formation had 
assembled over the field at 6,500 feet. By 0910 hours the Combat Sing 
vad assembled at 16,000 feet, 

2. Aircraft not at acking: Twenty-one airfraft were dispathed, 
#42-39994 turned back at 1044 hours, 54 09 WN, 05 26 E, altitude 20,6000 
feet. #42-30061 turned back at 54 00 N, 08 20 E, altitude, 21,500 at 
1115 hours 


All aircraft in this gpoup returned. 
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sonst left at 


e overcaste 


were at 


at 27,000 feet but the lead element of 


2 seen, Each aircraft, after hav 


separated md returt to the 


aircra t are 2 ng The pilot 
at he would try ake Sweden. 


orth Germany 


the airdrom 
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OPERATIONS OFFICER'S REPORT, BERLIN MISSION, 4 MARCH 1944, 


le General Marrative, 100th "A" Group. Group formation took off 
at 0855 hourse By 0540 hours twelve aircraft of the | p formation had 
as: embled over Colchester at 12,500 feet, because of the deley of ap- 
roximately 30 minutes in take-off it was impossible to maxe the first 
two control points. The rendezvous with the 13th "A" Combat Wing was 
finally made at Cl on at 10350 hours, altitude 20,6000 feet. The ‘“ombat 
Wing forwation was depleted, and not a good formation. 


The climb to bombing altitude was started at Clacton at 1030 hours 
and was cade ut 150 I,A.5., 500 feet per minutes Rather than levell off 
at the ordered bombing altitude, the climb was continued to 27,000 feet 
at the I.P, to cet over cloud formations, The enemy coast was crossed at 
051 hours at 25,000 feet. The last 2,000 feet of the climb was made in 
different stages to get over various cloud layers. 


The I.P. was rached at 1301 hours, the route to this point was as 
oriefed. The visibility over the target was very poor. The three groups 
went over the target abreast and bombed on the PFFF by V.HeF. notification. 
After bombing, the turn was made to the Rally Point. The descent was 
bevun immediately after bombs away and was made at 155 I1.A.S., 100 feet 
per minute, ‘The RP. was rached at 1330 hours, altituce 20,500 feet. 

The descent was contiaued to 12,000 feet, when we levelled off at 15000 
hourse 


The enemy coast was recrossed at 1638 hours, am the @scent to mini- 
mum altitude was berun inmediately thereafter, The Gmglish Coast was 
recrossed at 1700 hours at 7,000 feete Jur base was reached at 1720 
ours, having followed the briefed route all the way. The lead aircraft 
landed at 1725 hours, the rest of the «ro landing by 1746 hourdse 


2. Aircra’t Not Attacking: Seventeen aircraft departed this oase, 
twelve aircraft in formation, Three of these airvraft, #3 537, and 
957 turned vack fefore reaching the dispatch point. Fourteen aircraft 
were dispatched. This does not include #755 which was counted as dis- 
patched, h 100th "B" Group and was scheduled to fly with 100th "af 

r 100th "A". 


Lost Aircraft; #42-35016 is believed to ave been shot down 
ge 
aire t meer the tergete 
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OPERSTIONS OFFICERS REPART MISSION BERLIN, 4 sARCH 1944, 


General Narrative: 100th "B" Groupe Formation took off at 0819 hours. 
By 0840 hours the lead and high squadrons were formed west of the field 
approximately 15 miles, at 5,000 feet in good formation. The group 
climbed in this area to 17,000 Peet about 45 miles west of the field. We 
thought that we were with our combat wing, but it was the wrong croupe 80 
we turned back to Splasher #6, at 19,000 feet. We saw that wer were <o- 
ing to be late at the first control point, so we informaed the 390th 
jroup that we would meet them at the second control pointe Splasher 6 
was reached 4 minutes early, sow made a 180 de ree turn add fell in 
beside the othe two -roupse The groups were identified by an exchange 
of flares and VeHeF. We were then separated from them by two gorups 

that flew between us, forcing us to t.e inside of the turn, had to fly over 
the top of the other groups and mothe croup forced us south of our 

turned point. We fell behind, ami were unavle to catch our wing again. 
After tie I3th Combat Wing straightened out we saw that we would not be 
able to catch them. Anohter Combat Wing was si,nted to the north, 80 we 
took a heading to intercept them. We were una le to intercept then, 
however, so we turned on the briefed course ami returned to base. 


--ested that weather reconnaisance should be more accurate 


ais 


It is su 
along the briefed course. 


The climb to bombing altitude was begun et 4)lasher 6 at 1002 hours. 
The climb was made at 150 I.AeS., 200 ‘eet per minute. We then levelled 
off at 21,000 feet over the second control point, at 1012 hours, The 
enemy coast was crossed at 1046 hours. 


Rhethe enemy coa t we staried climbing again to cet over te bloudse 
After reaching 24,500 feet we saw that we could not catch the wing for- 
mation, so turned back at 50 48 N, O2 32 E, getting flak as we turned, 


The French coast was recrossed at 1102 hours and started dexcending, 
The English coast was recrossed at 14,500 fe t at 1122 hourse The Descent 
was made at 170 IeAeMe, 600 feet per minute. The descent was continued to 
a point 15 miles west of the base where we levelled off at 2,000 feet and 
proceeded to base, landing et 1200 hourBe 


2. Aircraft Not Attackings 19 aircraft departed this vase, 10 sire 
craft in formation, 5 airorart turned back before bein; dispatched, These 
were #087, 266, 8009 508, 767, 13 aircraft were dispatched, None of 
the aircraft attacked the target, and all returned, 
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Additional Narrative, n n, 1944 


The aircraft of this Group that completed the mission flew as high 
gro p in the composite formmtion. No enemy sircraft were emocountered 
until we reached the IP. At that point 20 to 30 single engines fipnters 
attacked. Attacks began at about 1310 hours md lasted until 1540 hours. 
En@my appeared to be operating in groups of 12 to 14. They wuld fly 
parallel to and high to the right of our formation to a postiion about 
2000 yards ahead. They would then turn and spread from 11 to 1 o'clock 
and come in to attack. After spreading they appeared to pick targets 
and attacked singly, in pairs and three's,. Attacks were extremely fast 
and most of the attacking aircraft would pa s within 50 feet of our 
planes. After passing through our formation they would queve to the right 
and repeat the same attacks. About 5 of these attacks were made before 
our excort came in in force near the RP and dispersed them. Only 20 mm 
and machine ;un fire was observed from these enemy craft. After this 
group of attackers were driven off by our escort, P-5l's, no others 
were seen along the route from the target. 


Bombs ere dropped in the western part of Berlin on Pathfinder 
flares, Visibility was very poor, but some crew uembers were able to 
see part of Berlin through breaks in the undercast add one tail 
gunner reported amoke in what he believed to be a residential section 
of the city. Observations were made from altitudes of approximately 
27,000 feet. Photographs show some ground through undercast, but do 
not show bomb burts,. 


Fabk encounterdd is rated as follows: Ostend, meager and inaccur- 
ate, Ghent, meagre, inaccurate; Majdeburg, intense, barrage and tracking, 
accurate; berlin, intense, scattered over large area, a.d very lows 
Charleroi, meagre, ina curate; and at the coast, very low. 


One of our aircraft is missing. Aircrart O88 fell out of formation 
near the IP with one engine smokiag and disappeared into the undercast, 
No chutes were seen, Following is a list of the crew members: 


Lt S M Seaton, Lt W F Clayton, Lt C F DeWolfe, t/Scts, G Ofiesh, J A 
Judd, P A ‘logan, 8/Scte R H Cook, AJ Labrecque, L Malone, L Hulle 
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spares and the lead tathfinder 
O71, he S 27 hours the I 
mation mile east of > base a n altit 
led the 13th jing; the 
1 position and the 390th "B" Group was 
p positi The Wing rendezvous was made by 0925 
departed the English Coast on tine at 0934 hours at 
altitude 17,000 fect. The enemy coast was crossed 

N, 01 25 E at 0945 ho rs. We were 8 miles north of t 

int on the enemy coast, but on time; altitude was 20, 

st. At 1206 hours we turned to the I.P., north of the 

ed cow se and 7 minutes late. Hombs were away at 1223 hours 


nutes late. he descent commenced at 1239 hours, The 


scent commenced at 1239 hours. The enemy coast was recrossed 

439 hours, altitude 13,000 fest, 50 03 N, G1 2 the En- 

sh Coast was recrossed at Dungeness at 1520 hours, altitude 

5,000 fect. The lead I¥¥ aircraft landed at Alconbury at 1634. 
The rest of the group landed at mse 1605-1627 hours. 


Our fighter sup ort was excelient until we ached the 
target. There, enemy fighters engaged our Pe51's who dropped 
their belly-tanks to enter the gircht. is a result of . 4 
their tanks, they left for home early. There were so 
present; P-47's picked us up at 1329 hours, 


2. Aircraft Not Attacking: 
a or ae 
spare@ end one I¥FF cenarted this t 
ched, hree speres returned early 
and positions ware th inasm 
#767, #936, #256 turned back at 
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it about 1152 hour 
VE 110's were se 

3 o'clock, he dure 
Flak encountered thr 
ind inaccurate, 


All the aircraft ret 
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eenerals' insignia-- 
i 


t cof tie Unite 
J ender of tne &6tn Air Force; Maj. 
nt Brig. Gen. Kissner, deputy eoomend 
night visit. They discussed 

were +} I 4 
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he mighty aerial onslaught to pulverize prime Axis military targets ir 
preparation for opening the Second Front reached n¢ights ng February 
1944 when combat airmen of the S5lst Bombardment aC 1 contributed their 
share of the hazardous sks by making 108 sorties and dropping the createst 
tonnage of hi losive and incendiary bombs ever destined for enemy 
objectives during any preceding month, a record of the month's activities 
discloses, The increase in aerial operations far overshadowed all other events 
in February affecting the squadron, 

Besides participating in bigger and x concentrated raids, the squedron 
was fortunate in achieving the feat of all combat personnel and planes returning 
safely from a record-smash of mi onse This from 
the aerial front line raised hopes of many that a speedier 
the European Theater of Operations could be expectede The month's amazing 
perational record easily surpassed that for January when only seven recognized 
missions were madee The absence of casualties was an outstanding 
February's activities, a marked improvement over Januarye 


The frequency of 


is believed to have received orders for returnin 


30-day furlough before reporti for a new assignmente 


A tragedy was recorded for February claiming the life of i /Sgte Ral ph 


Buchanan, a bombsight maintenance man. Buchanan, whose home was in Green Castle, 
Pa., died February 4 in a London hospital as a result of ijuries sustained in 
accidentally falling from the second floor of a London building two days 
previously. The vic o had bean a member of the squadron since nearly the 
beginning, was buried in Brookwood cemetery near London. 

Other events ranking fairly high in the way of interest included the 
presentation of the Distinguished Flying Cross to T/Sgt. Raymond Harjo, receipt 


of a direct second lieutenancy commission S/Sgt. Donald 0. Bllis, and the good 


record made at times by the basketball team and boxers. 
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Pebruary 
post as aerial ineer after 


en an operational mission. 


The unexpected happened to S/Sgt. Donald 0, Bllis, tail gunner who finished 


25 missione in December, when he received a favorable response 
lication for a dire: rommission as 
1 Was unexpecte 
in uniform are considered rare. Ellis, in order to 
e for a commission, received an honorable discharge from the army on 


sioned a second lieutenant. Lieutenant 


Virginia 


too impressive because 
the Group Headquarters detachment. During the regular season, 


h squadron, 28th Station Complis 


feadquarters teame 
The high cage scorers for the 35 mes Schollard and Sete 
Rudolph Zulkiewicz, both playing guard positior h first team members were 
Cpl. Harvey Woods and $/Sct. John Bergst orw nd t+. Howard Swank, centere 
Substitutes included Sgt. Donald Conklin, Cpl. Salvator 
Gretenhart, John Atkinson and Ernest Jimineze 
In boxing, four members of the squadron participated in bouts staged by the 
with three wins and three defeats. Sgt. Paul Deane maintained a 
on two occasions. C James J. Dineen tasted both 
two ring sppearances. Deene, a 135-pounder, scored a 
geining ean 18-second knockout. His second victory 
ome The remaining two fistic setbacks were chalked 


against u/s st. Robert Boyle in the 180-pound class, and Cpl. ilarvey Woods, entered 


the 170-weight category. 
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ment 
and transfers. 
boosts in officers’ ranks was 
Turner, to the ;rade 
promotion became effective February 28. 
T. Griffin, Love and Hloward Fe Keel, 
Officers advanced to 
Reuben C. Kelsey, Thomas R. Kizak, Robert K. Edgely, 
Neal, Eugene Mulholland and Earl Re Williams. 
isted men received promotions during Februarye Those boosted in 
erade are as follows: M/Set--Trafford Curry; T/Sgt~--Henry C. Verdeur and Charles 


teeAlfre unt, Steven M. Szekely, William L. Reneau, Joe Se Folsom, 
Daniel J. Maddrea, James Me. Roberts, K rt Ki. Myer Allen D. /iorton, John L. 


ohn J. Gverovich and Fair C. Lawrence; and Sgt--Janes 
Schustere 
The sq 
replacemeatse 
Albert Ae archiando, Charles fylius, Jr Charles J gan, Warren Ge MoCoy 
he ground newcomers wore ls 5 k Bauman and Francis 
to the S-2 department. 


tn 


acong enlisted persomel wer 


3 
echelone The combat men included 
Herbert De Fern and Vincent 
MeSpadden and Pvte Edmond J. Sulliv 
John Tf. Laudenslager, Pfc Jilly Me Kismael, Frank 


Lasker, William Williamson, Elton Le Keller, and Pvt. Chester Ke 
*ficers from the squadron whi umbere included nine combat 
tour of operations. Af g the combat personnel 
iCD where most are believed to been returned to the 
Those who went to the 12 RCD wero lst Lts. Donald Davis, 


Quillel, Leonard A. Wickens, Jack S. Neal, Edward L. Dunlap, Reuben Kelsey 


Alexander Park. ‘Two other combat officers--lst Lts. Paul Pascal and Eugene 
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further 
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le Kelly, Capt. W G Lekin, Capt. J H Payne Lt. M H Cain, 


McGuire Lt. RL Bradley,Lt. J M Jones, T/Sgt L R Cannon, I/Sgt J C Brown, 55 


itas, S/Sct J NW Spiker, S/Sgt J A Richard, S/Sgt D & Harnhart,S/Sgt J A 


aughin, T/Sgt F V DeGeorge , S/Sct J P Ribuffe, a2 S/Sgt D E Kuntz, 
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r 


2) 


new system was also started were synthetic gun trainers were opened 


in the evenings in order that non-operational crews could be pui 
operational status sooner. 


ne v 


Jround DEFENCE 
lon of the coming invasion and the reliaty that ib 
ed, the defense program has Been speeded u 


the Germans did this station more good 
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1.45) reported to t : 
ey tice P - 
tome :uUard and liason 
forces 


between 


ipped 1 moun i maoct 

: ted achime 
f Station Armanenmt reported to 
f Force D), i 
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"Sas All Clear" was announced over 90% 
l failed to test for gas. 
te Commanders of sites 1,3,4,5 and & fail 
iq. when force was formed in site. 
force commander Face E failed to report to 
che force was formed at the site. 
Force commander Force %G failed to report to it. Hq. 
2n all auxiliary mounts ani top turrets were manned. 


nendations, 


a 
t wm critiqu ‘sllowing praQt#ice alert 
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ADMINISTRATION 


Robert H. Welly took command of th 


Solonel Yennett who 


transfs 


Bombers 


a8 


fe emphasized that as scon 


100th, it was to him the most 


Air 
the officers 


Safely said that 


new commandinr officer. 


Wo wees 


cf the group, over Sottevasé. 


r one chute was definitely sx f o not much can be said of his chances. 


“initely ag ; ss : h the 100th Bomb Group and the Army 


offcially took over duties 


cers, “You know where my office is," 


107 Capt. Marvin S. Bowman took over duties as station S-2 


vice Major Minor Shaw who was transferred to 13th Combat Wing. 


59 
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he 350th Bomb Squadron vice 
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STATION LIFE 
RED CROSS 


P the thirty night he men | had some special entertainment 


I suppose the i vas due to the baserestriction, and 


Sand were he 
dances were s 
CEMA. n 


participated. 


SPECIAL : 3 
—-_—___— 


The Special Service program opened for the month of april by giving 
an egg and icecream dinner to the barrac’ in e sch site who contributed the 
most to the Pf fund. was quite an affair for both dishes are considered 
delicacies which we seldom enjoy in the ETO. or most of the "fortunates" 


it was theif first taste of icecream since the left the "States./" 


Boxing again tcok the limelight in sports with Station 159, holding 


the 8th AFP heavyweight title. 

Cpl. Harold “eary beat a fellow named Croton to cop the title. He is 
now eligible to compete in the ETO finals which will be staged in London 
sometime in May. “he entire base is aunting on ‘eary to br the ETO 


the base. 61 
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Several softball lengues were formed this month, The ones offering 


the best teams and ) enthusiasm were the interesquadron league and 
the departan 2. leagu feather permitted only several days f ractive 
but the tegms should b y for ac itic y the r of t monthe 
Station Hdo., although it ! A f m™ f men on its 
morning repert 

Léberty rune re held mi usual but not too often 
restriction, fhe 
e 


the boys were provided entertainment 


restriction caused 
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the bombing 
falling short of 


ecouracy was attained 


the 100th A 


was placed on poor 
onclusions 

the month i 

On 
airfield was hi rhe c h reported that the bombs hit in the center 
of airdrome, } n of 5 ith foun ir r n over,Rostock, Tix 
results were believed to 

our group reported hits o 

Clouds obscured the tarret on the 13th over £ arn yur bombs fell 
about 23 miles SE of 
lieved we had excellent 
Shop area just short of 

With "Noball” targets as our primary 


by Squadrons, The results were very poor 


of their bombs in an open field, 24 miles SE of the target. The h squadron 


dropped their bombs NW of the target. Our low Squadron returned their bombs 


for the lead bombadier was wounded, 
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on the 


as our target bombs fell 2000 yds short and 
mostly to t A few stray hits were observed in target area. 
believed that the marshal 


vere hit for explosions were heard 
which were believed be ammmition trains. 


ijon Longvic airdrome, bombs were mostly to the left 


metl 


to the left and mam 
an overcast 


covered the 


x short and « 
stray hits to the ri 


sone 
f MPI. m the 29th, over 
Rerlin their was 


3 ut &: miles SE of the 
center of the ci 


gineering Prebloms. 
witch Booman: WEL tinted 


- There were no new problems during the month of 
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Rickaed 8 Iuenp let, p 


te Lty oz 
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wounded or 


to awoid cross-contamination 
trucks will evacuate pat t 
by the regular shuttle syst« 
h collecting point will be 

Ambulances will be reser 
ick quarters to hospitals 
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ilham ifarket Hos 


lartismere Emergency 
auttleborough Emorgency 
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osal of the Dead: The nonecontaminaved dead will be 

en to the gurage adjacent to the station sick quarterse 
The contaminated dead will be arranged in the open air on 
the west side of the gerage to await decontaminatione 


Wiseellancous: An extra supply of water will be stored in 
five ) Zalion containers at the sick quarters to insure 2 
drinking water supply free of contamination, A small kitchen 
detail will be designated to provide hot drinks to cleansed 
injured to enhance the shock treatment. Adequate blackout 
measures will be taken for 211 entrances and openings in the 
sick quarters and the cleansing annex, and nll blackout rules 
will be observod. 


III Inspection of Food and “ator: Food and water known or suspected to be con- 
taminated hot be used until inspected and approved by 4 medical officer. 

The Chemical Warfare Service is responsible for the actual decontamination, All 
water contaminated by mistard, lewisite, or white phosphorous cannot be purified 
and should be discarded, “411 food in tins, undamaged sealed glassware, or other 
durable sealed contAiners, can be decontamimted by the Chemical 'larfare Service. 


Special provisions will be made to protect such items of food and water from con- 
amination by placing thom under shelter or by covering them with gasproof cover= 
ingse All food sent to troops will be in closed containers wntil issued, Canned 
foods in sealed chests are s-tisfactorily protected agzinst gases by their cover~ 
ing containers, but if the contzincrs 2re contaminated by gas they are to be de- 
contaminated by smearing the surface of these containers liberally with bleach 
paste and left for as long as possible, (at least one (1) hour) before rinsing 
with wotor and wiping dry. Other foods not senled in containers, known to have 
been splashed with g25, will be discardeds If such foods have been exposed only 
to vapor of thegas they will thoroughly aired and weathered for six (6) to 
eight (8) hours, and if approved, after inspection by 2 medical officer, may be 
considered £it for usc, Airing ond weathcring in wot weather will be enhanced 
by heat from stoves, bon-fires, ctc, Whenever any reasonable doubt exists as to 
the edibility of the food it will not be consumed. The medical officer in charge 
will make recommendations concerning food and water to the commanding Offieecr. 


IV Communications: 
le Locally: By use of telephone or runncrs 
To Hospitals; By use tolephone, telegraph, or ambulance personnél. 
3,° To Higher Echelons: By use of telephone, teletype, telegraph or 
v Additional Aid:* Additional aid, obtainable from neighboring 4i 


Eastern Base Section, ond local ARP Control, will be requested and 
through the Division Headquarter 


For the Strtion Surgeon: 


WILLIAM: Re 
Captain, ! 


iadieal P] 
6aqicai : 


Officer 
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NATURE OF SAMPLE DEFENSE CHART ARMS AND SIGNAL 
EMERGENCY WARNING ASSEMBLY AREA EQUIPMENT FOR END OF 


LEituet, 


, , hg 
Personnel on Remain om duty “Retain on’ duty Same as above Sare as above 
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E.CHART (CONT'D), __ 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY 


4 April 44 


20Y A&A HICKS, 19002135, Det "A", 1285th HP Co, WP via Rail 
5 April 44, to 2912th Disciplinary Center, APO 508, US 
se of actg as Gd and transferring thereto PVT WOODROW 
8th Bomb Sq. Upon completion of temporary duty 


will re*urn to proper station, iJ.F Sta 139, 


FD will pay in adv mon alws in lieu thereof as prescribed 
a/r $3.00 per day per man one (1) man for two (2) 
ute and return for the Gdj a/r $3,90 per day por 
6 (1) day for meals taken enroute for the prisoncr 
man for one (1) man for two (2) days for qrs for 


(..UTH 23, & GCMO¢39, Hq Sth .F, 15 March 44. 


FD 91-5 P 411-07 A 0502024, 


rder of Licutcnant Colonel BENJETT: 


UNE rps, 
Station zdjutant. 
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en TD this 


{Co. (Auth) VOCG 
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Extrast 


Ww Lennox, 
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oo 


Svenar Stree 


Aor } 


tq) 


AN, Fe, 
ain, Air Corns, 


TRICTED 
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e 


| Frew A Vena |~ 
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esceet 
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%,. 729 
Qe Lovy 
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eetee 


2een 
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er il 
Cewweeit 
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19 April, 194 
SUBJSCT: Synthetic ireiver Jchedule. 
? : All voubat -ersonnek. 


le The feliowin, Treiaer 


the 26 april, 1944. 


syathetie ehedule is for Thursday 


Lissg TRAIREX 

O83) - 0950 Lt. Lambers (16) 
0830 - 1030 Lt. Gutekumst (11) 
1080 = 11350 ite bykemm=n (52) 


Lt. “Peer (15) 
Lt. Boble (18) 
Lt. Fiterey (63) 


Lt. Giles (16) 
Lte “egrsynek (11) 
Lt. “ibbous (52) 


APGE TRALRER 
6830 - 1000 
1900 = 1186 


tullen (57) 
Gpeighten (17) 


ite kekay (87) 
Lt. Boordyz (17) 


AVENICAM BOMB PRAINGR 
S830 = O8SG 
0930 - 10% 
1050 - 1150 


(26) 
(15) 
(51) 


Lt. Eowises (18) 
Lt. Beiley (17) 
Lt. Garrille (§} 


SATIS BOMB TRA ING 
OBO - 0930 
O8%0 - 160380 
1050 - 1180 


(18) 
(81) 
(83) 


Lte 
be 


Barbour (49) 


GLE TkALRER 
0850 =~ 0930 
G8SO - 1050 
10% - 11% 


Gunter (16) 
Ribnick (535) 
Aita (17) 


ite 
Lte 
Lte 


Lte Kechs (18) 
Lt. James (49) 
Lt. Mende (54) 


BARBELL TRALBLH 
T/sgt Kouns (50) cen = 
S/igt voouran (18) 0850 ~ 1030 
b/Sgt Mancini (15) 1030 - 11% 


t/ogt “eberte (58) 1/S¢t i osted (51) 
i/egt Bise (11) 3/Ggt Bosser (16) 
8/Sgt Roberts /Sgt Hawks (49) 
TV\ABT TRAIRER 
0830 ~ 0880 5/Sgt Lupis (15) 
08% - 10% 1/Sgt bright (11) 
10% - 1150 3/Sgt Cole (48) 


PLEALBLE TRAIBER 
0880 - 0930 5/sgt Bruas (5}) 
0830 ~ 1030 s/Sgt Miibur (15) 
1030 = 1180 Sgt lisweoll (42) 


T/agt Lowther (6) 
T/Sgt Leuthold (16) 
t/Set Armol« (62) 


T/Sgt Geod (51) 
§/Sgt Sewell (50) 
/*gt KeBeer (49) 


0/%g% Creham (50) 
5/sgt Smee (15) 
Set Micke (49) 


t/Set smricsh (11) 
Sgt Swarts (18) 
Sct Momman (49) 


ChIn TvaaeT 


Lt. “errillo (&) 
t/agt Garic (3) 
Lt. Liberman (64) 


0830 - 09380 
0930 - 108 
OM - 1180 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Lt. Carty (61) 
t/Sgt Kelier @ 
te MoFeely (57) 


BMilias Ge Lakin 
Gapt., Air Cerps, 
Operations Officer 
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Lt. Riggle (39) 3) 
Lt. <ichmond (40) Lt , 1¢s0-15380 
t. ‘core (7) 1600-16390 


1350-15 


1590-153 


T3S0-1450 


1430-1580 


yr 


T530-Ti355 
1459-1950 
1559-1550 


arthursy (od 


sagy 2! 
« UVardwer (os 


pts ' < nm ewia 
i/sgt. Sseott (39) Sgt. #areeil (33) TS3I-TIST Sgt. : bgt. xkthy (49 
(sgt. Sapom (45) sgt. 
T/sgt. Heiber (7) 3/Sgt- Oishneau (7) 1530-1650 g/Sgt. “elntosh (9) Y/igt. Carison 


FLELIBLE TRAIBZ 
jandoval (39) Sct. Ustthewas (58) I330-TID5 a/vgte Cutler [40) sgt. 
Sgt. Jedalo (45 
oklempa (45) T/Sgt. Guteeh (1) 1450-1550 T/Sut. Erb (2) Lt. Tennendaus (2 
s/igt. wall (6 
lure (7) Lt. Hiley (8) 1559-1650 Lt. MeCormick (42 « oles 
T/igt-. Verdusco (42 


illey 


HARWELL TRAINUA 
jlade (33) ggt. “arbech (59) ISSTIST  t/agt. Kidmer (7) 
George (40) ugt. Johmsop (40) 1463001830 T/sgt. Willey (8) 
ioldstein (45) sgt. Lombardi (45) 183001630 T/sgt Oundar (5) 


Vor the Squadron Commander; 
3. CRAFT, 


ist. Lt. Air Corps, 
Training 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


t. Wellroy (45) 1450-1559 =T/Sygt. veiuliffe (4) S/sgt-. tohasek 
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S0OTE & DMEUT SQUADRCH (i), AA? 
1OOTEH BOMBARDMENT GROUP @), 


APO § 559 


21 April, 1944 


Synthetic Trainer Seheaule. 


All Combat Personnel. 


The following is the Synthetic Trainer Schedule for Saturday 


is4. 


Giles (16) 
Rupert (49) 
Mokay (57) 


Hoble (18) 


Wegrsynek (11) 


Guida (12) 
Ramer (16) 
Bailey (17) 


Carrillo (50) 
Kenna (53) 
Smith (56) 


Lte Roche (15) 
Lte Jamea (49) 
Lt. Welty (55) 


T/Sgt Barich (11) 
Sgt Truex (5) 


T/Sgt Montgomery (15) 


8/Sgt Bliies (18) 


Sgt. Roberts (18) 
S/Sgt Dear (58) 


T/Sgt Leutheld (16) 


S/Sgt Richards @ 
Sgt Meailloux (53) 


5/Sgt Crus dre (18) 


T/Sgt Douglas (8) 
Lte Bailey (F) 


Lte Liberman (654) 


LIMK TRAINER 

0100 © 0200 Lt. Lambert (16) qit. Harris (15) 
0200 © 0300 7/0 Lobdell cs) “Sy Brewer (16 
0500 © 0400 Lt. Mullen (57) Lt&Gutekunst (11) 


AFCE TRAINER 
0100 © 0250 Lte MeMwen (18) 
0230 & 0400 Lte Fitsroy (51) 


AlGRICAN BOMB TRAINER 


0100 © 0200 
0200 = 0300 
0300 « 0400 


Howison (15) 
Barbour (49) 
Irons (18) 


BRITISH BOMB TRAINER 


0100 - 0200 
0200 - 03500 
0300 - 0400 


Carty (61) 
Liberman (54) 
WePeely (57) 


Gis TRAINER 

0100 - 0200 Lte Gunter (16) 
0200 - 03500 Lte Ribmick (55) 
O500 - 0400 F/O Maruchess (18) 


HARWELL TRAINER 
0100 « 0200 
0200 © 03500 
0300 - 0400 
0400 e 0500 


8/Sgt Wise (11) 
Pvte Cawley (5) 
8/Sgt Lupia (15) 
S/Sgt Beven (16) 
TURRET TRaINER 
0100 - 0200 Sgt Slaght (18) 1/Sgt Byers (17) 
0200 © 0500 Sgt Rodrigues (65) 8/Sgt Langdon (17) 
0500 = 0400 5/Sgt DePauw (16) T/Sgt Suiliven (5) 


FLEXIBLE TRA WER 
0100 «8200 B/Sgt Bayer (3) Sgt Smith (8) 
0200 = 0800 Sgt Bland (55) Gple Goloman (53) 
0300 = 0400 Sgt Pele (16) 5S/Sgt Rowley 


CHIN TURRET 
0100 © 0200 
0200 = 0300 
03506 @ 0400 


T/Sgt Keller (8) 
Lte Irons (18) 
Lt. Howise (15) 


WILLIAM Ge LAKIS 
Gapte, Air Corps, 
Operations Officer. 


ee 
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lggle (59 
Shaddix (2) 
Townsend (5 


ing (59 
wllivenm (2 
ehrenkany 
9) 
aper (Se 


right (34 


, 


sore (7 
Jesperson 
arte 19) 


ar 


bit 


urst ) 
Sails, ) 
jardaer (5) ! 
hhidoy (7) | 


(se 


ta 
inicoy 


1err aarms 
wurst (69 


araner (i; 


gS. Craver 
gt. Leatics 
et raf 


waliaay 4) 


obisen 
{a3} 


‘SR ) 


daroell 
entsious 
(2) 
ncerson 

ct. Hunt 


ie? baoh 


(39) 


‘t. Jandoveal 


1gte Lombardi a0) Of 


Lt. moCormidk ( 
(42) 


Lt. Tennenbaua (2) Lt. liclaes 
£8) 


Yelson (41) 


igt. Glade (39) o/Sgt. ColdsteIn (45) U800-DB00 
[/Sgt. Sweeney (4) T/Sgt. Cronkowskl ( 45)0800-1000 
/sgt. Willey (6) S/sgt. Perineky (8) 
wentendo (38) S/igt. Yoleary (38) 1100-1200 


gt. 


6) 


ut. .amkexds 
sornelius (2) 


operaticas 


ec 


vA 
ey. eel +) 
1900-) 9) 
LQ00-1109 


1lo0-12 


ACE TRA! 
)900<1 
1009-1190 
1100-12 


)R00- 1000 
1090-11090 
1100-1200 


dehnston (4 


0900-1000 
1990-1100 


4 


pardner (b 
hidby 
CO aYino 


asom 
osuliffe 


+s 


0900-1000 


Lostoulaekas 


arleon (2) 


Wew0-0s00~=soaope. hatthews (55) 
sgt. voklembs (45 
3J/syt. Hale (2) s/sgte 
U/ogt. Heamikton (4) ADK 
lf oft 
3/bgte giles (5) 
Lt. ceeley (6) F 


Lh: Haley (5) 


gt. 
0900-1900 
@900-1106 


1100-1200 / 


HARWELL TRAINER 


T/Sgt. Erd (2 
T/agr- 
S/sgt. 
u/Sgt. 


1009-1100 wevullin 


6 Dermott 


Fer the Squadron Commander: 


vec lure 


lroy (43) 


ohasek (4 


iscner 
evalo (45) 


fami lton 


ELAN) 


\é) 


Aller (5) C/igt. Lame (5 


(7 


Kidmer (7) 


(9) 
(41) 
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ynthetic Treine Lonecule. 


erecnnel. 


awk (49) 
agergon (OU) 
@ines (53) 


ureiski (54) 


Cole (49) 
“ewel] (0, 
Grigues (65, 
Lowther (14) 


i OO = 1000 
i/Sgt Gerie { 1000 - 1100 
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S60TE SOMBARDMENT SQUAURG 


SOMBARDMMNT GRO 


station Ff sé 


pile i THO = TRS 
muvais (lz 1400 = 1500 


Wibnick (5d 1500 


Relty (56 


Fe xnOseer 
t Slaght (18) 14x fa Leuthol 16) sgt doberts 
t Redriguez (53) $ 16x igt Kendall t sately Hea 


/ Set hier i fl O 700 t iLupie 6) sogt Sewell (50 


| ‘ Ki 

% Tso = 1400 Sgt Hick (48) Sgt 
1400 - 1500 3/Sgt “owley (16) 
1500 - 1600 Sgt Blend : 
1600 = 1700 Sgt Fiore 


William G. Lakin 
Capte, Air LOrpe, 
Operations ficer. 
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cee ene ts Nos ws I tk TE OAS BOOED IE SENG LOL GLE NALA LE LAAT AON ET 


HARABi TRAINER 
oyle (3) t/Sgt. a ney ( WDu-Its” —— t/s ironkowski 
Kidner (7) T/égt. Srad ] 1490-1559 t aldetein 
[§x%. Coe 45 1500-1600 ‘Syte Stoppel 
tan F 
; bardi (45) 1600-179 13 Hunter (7) 
EE AEE OE en a BEA ORL IT ML IE IRE LY AME Ny LEE PLEO LOO IOI SO 


Por the Squadron (Commander; 


lst. Lt. 


Tratninge 
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SUB JECTs 


Synthetic Trainer 


t All Combet Personnel. 


1. 
29 April 1i44. 


ED IAW EO 13526 


26 April 1944 


The following is the Synthetic Trainer Schedule for Saturde, 


0800 = O80 
0900 - 1000 
1900 - 1100 
1100 = 1200 


Rupert (49) 
Rogers (54) 
Wegrzyask (11) 
Malooly (12) 


APCS TRAINER 


0800 - 1000 
1000 = 1200 


Harris (15) 
Rupert (49) 


SRiCAB BOMB TRA 
0900 - 1000 
1000 - 1100 
1100 = 1200 


Barbour (49) 
Eewisen (15) 
Liberman (54) 


BALTISH BOMB TRAl 
0960 = 1000 
1000 = 1100 
1100 = 1200 


Liberman (654) 
MeFeely (57) 
Barbour (49) 


GSE TRAINER 
O900 - 1000 
1000 = 1100 
1100 ~ 1200 


Lt. Spilier (14) 
Lt. fielty (66) 
Lte Meade (54) 


a 


HARPELL TRAINER 


0805 = 0900 
0900 = 1900 


T/Sgt Hawk (49) 
T/Sgt Guralski (64) 
TAgt Warich (11) 1000 - 1100 
T/Sgt Montgomery (15) 1100 = 1200 
PAE SEPT SEE 
TURRET TRAINER 
0800 - 0900 
0900 = 1060 
1100 = 1200 


t/Sgt Cole (49) 
6/Sgt Benedict (51) 
T/3gt Kendall (54) 


Lobdell (45) 
Lawler (54) 
Gatekunet (11) 
Batlée (12) 


Brewer (15) 
3 Lebdell (49) 
iKER 
Kenna (53) 
Bailey (17) 
Smith (56) 


KER 

Smith (65) 
Fayette (14) 
Carty (61) 


Lt. Ribsieck (53) 
Lt. dager (49) 
Lt. Soatje (15) 


” ARs A eer nr 


T/Sgt Haines (63) 


5/Sgt Maillew (55) 
S/Sgt Gately (54) 


T/Sgt lostel (51) 
T/agt Trunkett (14) 1/Sgt Barrie (12) 
T/Sgt Brown (17) 4/Sgt “ise (11) 


SL ERO ERS OT TINT a OE 


S/Sgt Wekeer (49) 
T/Sgt Year (53) 
Sfigt Gately (54) 


sgt Sood (51) 
gt *odriguez (83) 
5/agt Kerin (55) 


7 
ft 


S 


; 


PLAAIBSLS TRAI NBR 


Sgt Hohman (49) 
T/Sgt Byers (17) 
S/Set Shek Miller (12) 
Sfgt Brooks (54) 


CoIN TURRET 
0300 = 1000 
1000 - 1100 
1100 = 1200 


¢/Sgt Morrew (3) 
T/Sgt Keller (5) 
SAgt Bayer (2) 


Sgt Hiek (49) Sgt Haswell (49) 
&/Sgt Himpel (17) 5/Sgt Gardner (17) 
3/Sgt Slend (58) s/sgt Mailioux (58) 
S/Sgt Chesry (54) 5/Sgt Fiore (54) 


S/Sgt Reveu (5) 
T/Sgt Douglas (S) 
?/Sgt Thompson (3) 


JACK R. WARKTHOUT 
Capt., Air Corps 
Commanding Officer 
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of oh B75 ~ 75 Dapigi Ae 

L@ Yatio "reraters 2° crewa ZeGebe-T-'-Uakeo 

BTo¥ 2 FN 2S LoS 5S—54—3 5-75 ~ 7H 
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Mel tol feal Fal hel Ge Gellaczelhal El Biefl<6le68<67 “<2 /T) 
o OP wheat Taleo le] Ze] doliel7=1l-] Me 2ed «BoB 
37a 5a SCm lle S of] 62-63-67 nactio 


2 16=2$-%—"6 / »s00 
lev aieGefaloToSo3=3 ToS 2nd] 42-45 ntie as 


of lle) Ba] 4=] fn] Fol Sa] 9-2 eZ)? ~2405(-5] -82-F le of3—27 @2 (Tf 


Late be Ga Ta S— Ge 2Ge2 9a3] aS2 oS SoS 43 aS PS Ge TS = TE 
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REA) DARTH S 
OME HUBDRSTH MVBARDMUNT GROUP (*) 
Offieeef the Operations Officer 
APO 559 
15 April 1944, 
GROUND TRAIRING SCHEIZILE POR 58 NDAY, 16 APRIL 1944 
TIME PEF SONNEL PLAC S DIsTRUCT OP 


O80C = 11306 Ball Turret Ops. of 25<26<5 0-5 $atOe45—4 oi - 65-66-7879 School Suilding major Cohen 


1000 - 1150 P,CP,E,R of lleléel Se] 6=] TaGlaS2a55-54-69 Cumpers Lecksr Sldge Capt. Fuller 


1330 = 1430 Creve 2-6] Ge] lo] 2013 18e20<27 22805] <S2=5 §— 15-5 1655- Schoel Building Lt. Mel lingswerth 
68=69=70=75 end 74078 (less 3B) 
Radie Scheel. Capt. lash 


1330 = 1450 —PCPB Of 25-26=50-39e40-43~4 78=79 Radte 
1350 - 1450 Bomb, ef 16-25-25026e3 nS9n40ns Sad S-SSaHi =S5=66074=76= 78-79 Ponbing $2 Wavi gation Boum Lt, lbure 


1430 = 1550 Crews (leon H) 20 Te8ePulGe2O=25-25e26050-39=40-45~49-55<54~ Medien} Schoo) Puilding  Capte Fanty 
65=66=74=76=78-79 
1450 © 1530 avs Of 1GelGn25~ 24-25-2603 OH3B~54-59~40r43-£ Se8S~ H4C5- 66> Intre. te Mevigntion = Navigation Reom «Cap te Crosby 
UeTETBHTG a ica OL ei ee a 
1450 = 1530 1st Pato pest pdb 011g) ab Lal PRL OAPI 2202412 2045 1452} Radic Radi e Scheol Capt. Lash 
1530 = 1630 Crews 16=25025=26-30-38-B9u40-43e4 Ge53-54-61-65-66~T4=76070-79 Aire See Nessus GQumers Locker Bldg. Capt. Meyer 


By order of the “owmniing Officer: 
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HED QIA RTERS 
ONE HUNDRETA BOMBARD ONT GROUP (H) 
Office ef the Operations Officer 
APO 859 24 April 1944 


GROUND TRAINING SCESDUIE FO TUESAY, 26 APRIL 1944 


PERSOHNEL PLACE DISTRUCTOR 
B of ay Gro- Bleck Lb. Ay Ubpoy a 


P,CP,N ef 44% 90 : a adie scheol Capt. Lash 


—<* ey Re COSTS eS te eee ee eR Pas > 


(P,CP,N,3 ef 4-49-20-212-23-04-29-63-62-69-07- 19018 Scheel Building It. Biondine 
(P, CP,¥ "ef 16 H23=2 S26—3 0-3 Dh Sanh 5S 546 5~66—74—7 5 78~79 : 


(P,cP ef 44 & 8 
BLE ef 44~80 ami Bomb, ef 16-23 ~2 5-26-50-5 9-43-49~55-54-— Operstionnl Navigation evigatier Room Capt. Cresby 
65-66=74=76-78=79 


a . eee ae : 
fie = Be nn Rae i; bo" ac as = “Res cus Gumers Lecker ge ag 


1006 ~ 1208 acts hed armament 36lst arnexoat Shep Ite Kraft 
1000 =~ 1200 Crews 30-74 Arm rent 418th " Capte Hebbs 


Crews 16=18=20-35-34-58-3 9-45 —44~50-81-52-61-80 Nawal Identificatien Curers Lecler Bldg. SepBeArick, Lt.0'¢ 


(Crewe 23=26=30-3 9-43 —49-55~54—=6 5=65~78~79 8 = 2 (P) School Building Capte Collima 
(Crews (less R,AR) 44 & 89 


R, AR of 44 & 90 ce ee — ee eS 


mh OE OIE Ti ERE BIE LID ILE OE ig OE AE 


Crews 30-49-55~54--65~76 a/c Recegnitien #4 Gunners Lecker Bldge Lt. Severs 
Crews 44 & 80 Dinghy Dinghy Building Capte Meyer 
1st Radio Ops of eT Readie Radie Scheol Capt. Lash 


— 2, ae: eS % Stepney hed ML aseta POSE ee a LP eee Pete Sle EP are 
ners @ a) Rade — Radie Seheel Capte Lash 


Vee ereeas Sore ae <TR LR Baap tape elles 
348th Capt. larsh 


1500 ~ 1700 Capt, Hobbs 


1300 - 1900 Y gE - i Maj r Cohen 
1900 ~ 2000 EM. ef Crews 44 =- 3 e bad " “ 

2000 -2100 Eel. Of Crews 23 = 26 
2100 = 2200 ueM..ef Crews 50 - 59 


By erder ef he Commanting Officer, 
JOHN B. KIDD 
Lt Cole, Air ‘orps, 
Operations Officer. 
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Aircraft #42-31895 returned early, leavin; 
This aircraft jettisoned it's bomba at 52 20 

are Aircraft #42-31256 returned early, leav formatio 
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100 BG - AND 100 BG FLYING WITH 390"A" - OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE 
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FLAK = IDMUIDEN 
DUMMER LAK 


HER INFORMATION: 
3 LARGE AND 7 SMALL SHIPS SUEN AT 5235N-0538E PROCEEUI? 


SHIPS IN TRAIL, SMALL ONE SCATTERED ABOUT THEM. 


MOTOR CONVOY ABOUT THREE MILES LONG, 100 YARDS INTERVAL PROCEEDING NORTH AT 


5030N—0712E. 
BRIDGE APPEARED UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT WEST END OF ISLAND AT 5030N-0720E. Smoke 
SCREEN PUT UP THERE. 


SEVEN LARGE OIL TANKS SEEN ON WALCHEREN ISLAND WI 


COBOMGR ONE HUNDRED. 
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RESTRICTED 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCE STATION NO 
659 


Special Orders ) 10-May 44 
Tumboreseeel26 ) : 


1. Pfc Jou R Payne, 34267734, 350th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for 
‘pp six (6) days, WP via Rail ofa 15 May 44 fr AAF Sta 139 to ALF Sta 
572, for purpose of attending Drivers* Maintcnance Sch. EM will report 
prior to 1600 hrs 15 May 44 to RTO at Bedford, The foll will accompany 
Bla Cl "A" uniform, fatigues, two bl kets, overshoes, mess squip, gas 
" vencil & notebook, CTRS, TONT, TDN FD 91-5 P 432-02 A 0425-24, 
hs TWX Hq rd BD M-274-¢ 6 May 44,) 


2. Pvt Charlos T Banks, 18216123, 350th Bomb Sq, is promotad to 
he sr of Corporal (Temp), off this date, (iuth; AR 615-5.) 


Se 2ND LT JOHN C MERRILL, 02044282, is aptd Sta Mud Control 
Officor, in addition to his other dutios, vico 1ST LT DONALD P VERNIER, 
01797391, reld, 


4 LT COL GEORGE W DAUNCEY, Jr., 0281764, Hq 100th Bomb Gp, is aptd 
Station Soldior Voting Officer, in addition to his other duties, (Auth: 
Par Sc, WD Cir 128, 3 apr 44,) 


Se The following named Officers are aptd Soldior Voting Officers 
of orgns indicatod, in addition to their othor dutios, (Auth: Ltr Hq 
Srd Bomb Div, 9 May 44, Subj: Voting by Mambers of Armed Forces.) 


NaNE SERIaL NO ORGN 
2ND LT RAYMOND D CAUFIELD OLOOZITS  s92nd Army Postal Unit 
1ST LI MYRON 4. TERHUNE 01036405 869th Chemical Co 
CAPT EMMETT G SCHARDING 0299027 1l41st Quartermaster Co 
1ST LT RICHARD R MURPHREE 01583421 1776th Ord S&H Co 
1ST LI JAMES B GALLAGHER 0568239 456th Sub-Depot (Cl 1) 
1ST LT JOHN D STEPHENS 01797378 1285th MP Cc 
CKPT GEORGE D ALLEN 0394310 28th Sta Compl Sq 
CAPT CHARLES J RIBAR 0569918 351st Bomb Sq 
IST LI LEONARD J ROSENFELD 01550256 349th Bomb Sq 
CAPT ROBERT H TIENKEN 0562206 350th Bomb Sq 
C4PT THOUS & TOOMEY, JR 0562220 418th Bomb Sq 


6. The foll named MI, 2110th Eng FP Platoon, are promoted to grades 
indicated (Tomp), cff this data, (Auths AR 615-5, ) 


To Be Corporals To Be Privatos-First-Class 
Pfe James W Helos 34764449 ave © Moore 6145 
Pfe arthur H Bollick 37145434 Pvt Eugene V Stoll 32826341 


7. CAPT THOMAS H WEDIN, 0560457, AC, having beon asd this sta, is 
further asgd to 349th Bomb Sq. (Auth; Par 16 SO 139 Hq SBD 9 May 44,) 


By order of Lt Col JEFFREY: 


HORA Ss 
hleee os a Janz, |- Captain, air Corps, 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr., 
Captain, &ir Corps, 
Station Adjutant, 


RESTRICTED 


Station Adjutant, 
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a1 Se 
1 Sergeant 
John J. 


Richard 


S/Sr6. Corl Pt5R], Bladd 1600256% 380th 
T/ort Richard F, 3rad 21505 +} 


Crh 
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axtracted. (Hf 350th DS 


LT £NTON R We 
2 4 1OCt! 


+ 


for app 


Onn 


now 


s 
Sf 
a 
Si 
Ss 
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PreTnTe rrNn 
Mies till ip 


? Sta 139, 40 559, US Arn May 44, Conttd: 


for subsistence end a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per day for quarters. 
TD at Goring Heath will not oxcced two (2) days, TONT, TD, FD 91-5 P 432- 
02 & 0425-24, (4uth: Ltr Hq ETOUSA 3 Nov 43.) 


10. & board of officers is appointed at this station to mcet at the 
call of the president thereof for the purpose of investigating and report~ 
ing upon the circumstances connected with the fire of 8 May 44, in Dispersal 
Point 21. The board will be governed by the provisions of AR 420-5 


LT COL PaTRICK C BOUCHARD 0489548 4C (President ) 
MAJOR EUGENE ROVEGNO 0489588 4c 
eéND LI JOHN C MERRILL 02044282 CE 


11, Sgt Arthur E Piunti, 19085278, 350th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for 
app thres (3) weeks, WP via Rail ofa (5 May 44 fr DAF Sta 139 to RAF School, 
Suttonvallance, for purpose of attending course in German R/T Intercept, EM 
will take 1018 train on 16 May 44 fr Victoria Sta, London, to Maidstone East, 
whore Sch Representative will be waiting, HEM to carry cas mask & personel 
equipment. CIRS, . 


If Govt billets and messing facilitics are not available, reimbursoment 
to EM.while travelling and while at Tp Sta is atzd, in accordance with Policy 
30-1, Hqe USKAF, dd 9 November 1943, a/r-not to exceed two (2) dollars per day 
for subsistence ond a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per day for quarters. 
TD at Suttonvallance will not exceed three (3) weeks, TONT, TDN, FD 91-5 P 


452-02 & 0425"24, (Auth: TWK Hq 3rd BD M=479-¢ 11 Mey 44,) 


12. Cpl Russell & Delaney, 18111032, 350th Bomb Sq, is reld fr Sp Dy 
with Motor Pool & reasgd Sp Dy with Refueling Unit. 


By order of Lt Col JEFFREY: 
HORACE Le VARIAN, Jre, 


tain, air Corps, 
OFFICIAL: Station Adjutant, 


Captain, Air Corps, 
Station adjutant, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AI 


Special Orders ) 
Number .e.0-130 ) 


le © Sgt Robert Q Reynolds, 35357155, 
for app two (2) weeks exclus ive i 
4LF Sta 139 to No 10 h of Tech 1 
Inter than 1600 hrs 21 M 44 o Lt Cc 8, i.F Lisison 
pose of attendin,; se of instruction in Bendix Chin Turret. 
rations & mess equip wi be takon, CTRS, 


g facilities 
1 at TD sta 
30-1, Eqs USAAF, dd 9 Nov 4: ‘yr not to exceed two (2) dc A 
acy for subsistence and a/r 1 exoced two (2) dollurs per jay for 
nt Kirkham, Lanes i11 not execed two (2) woeks. TONT, TD 
2 « 0425-24, (Auth: Ltr Hq 3rd Bomb Div, 7 May 44, file 3 
of «€ Personnel to Tech Tng Schools.) 


2. Extracted. (Courts & Boards.) 


Se A Board of Officors is appointed to meet at the call of the 


esidont 


thereof for the purpose of advising tho Commanding Offic: Ts this Hq, pals itive 
to recommendations for awards and decoration to personnel Of this comand. 


This Board will function until properly relioved. 


DETAIL FOR BOARD 
LT COL JOHN M RENEE? Jr,, 0200621 (President) 
C&PT JaMES R DOUGLASS, 073156 5 
C4PT HARRY H CROSBY, 0731272 
CaPT CLAUDE L HOSFORD, JR., 0649654 (Reco 


4, Cpl Ralph & Fritts, 19162950, 351st Bomb Sq, 
one (1) day, WP via Rail o/s 18 May 44 fr aiF Sta 
purpose of COCO, CTRS, 


EM will report t sual Cents CBS, 44 Cadogan | where g 
rats and qrs will be provided. TONT. TDN. FD 91-5 P 432-02 & 0425-24, 
(Auth: Ltr Hq ETOUSA 3 Nov 43.) 


Se Pvt (653) George W Nichols, J 
sta, is further ge Rs Bomb wee 


6. The foll named Bf, 3 nb i » grades indic: ited 


(Temp), eff this date, 
To Be Staff Serrcsents 


<_ o rt J Arreola, 09040604 


slaon 0 Borger, 35608074 
ers Stankovich, 35682990 


ST LI JOHN J RARING, 0797608, AC, is rold fr dy in & aset to 
- 418th Bomb Sq & reasgd to 350th Bomb Sq. 


Cpl Walter K Jablonka, 21077602, 41et 
sant (Tomp), off this date. (Auths 4 
RESTRICTE. 


en. (pana 
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| 


549th Bomb &q, ero promoted to the gr of 
Technical Sergeant 7 


geants (Tenp ff this datc; (Auth; AR 615-5,) 


Kenneth R Lash, 32143481 
18219574 
TD this 


on TD this Sta for an 


for rats, grs, adm & dy. 


HORACE L, VARIAN, Ure, 
Captain, Air Corps, 


Station Adjutant. 


Captain, air Corns, 
Station édjutant, 
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Y AIR FORCE STATION NO, 13 


REO 


Special Orders ) 15 May 44 
Numberessseld' ) 


le Extractoa, 
25 


$e Pfo (433) Frank Polach, 37011682, having been asgd this sta, is 
further asgd to 349th Bomb Sq, (Auth; Par 7 SO 113 Hq 3rd BD 22 Ap> 44.) 
4. VOCO, 31 Mar 44, as fo gt Joseph A Howell, 11490339, 
35lst Bomb Sq, now on TD 347th Sta Hosp, R fr 4AF Sta 101 to AAF Sta 
511-B on TD for a period of fourteen (14) days, exclusive of travel, in 
accordance with Ltr Hq ASC USSTAF, File 245,8x345.7, dd 20 Mar 44, Subjs 
Auth for Mon 4lws at &4F Rest Homes. CTRS, EM will be reimbursed for 
actual and necessary expenses in accordance with Cir 85 ETOUSA 43. a/r 
$2,00 per dey for subs while at TD Sta. (Ltr Hq ETOUSA), TDN, TCNT, 
91-5 P 432-02 4 0425-24", travel performed under exigencies of the 
service precluding issuance of written orders in advance (AR 35-4890), 
are hereby confirmed and made a matter of record, 


, 
et 
7] is 


3 
i 
Ss 
r 


5. 8S Sgt Jerome H Gordon, 12218263, 418th Bomb Sq, is red to the 
er of Private, for cause, eff thia date. (Auth) AR615-5.) 


6. The foll named EM, now on TD this Sta for app thirty (30) days, 
are atchd to Hq 100th Bomb Gp for rats, qrs, adm & dy, (Authy Ltr Orders, 
Hq 4th SAD, 5 May 44.) 


S Sgt Howard B Jones, 19020105 Cpl William W Smith, 37391889 
Sgt Raymond G Doucette, 11114823 Cpl Wallace L Weber, 35343625 
Sgt James T. Moore, 35418939 Pfc Donald E Bowers, 15383156 
Cpl Richard J Lowe, 36525923 Pfe Karl 4 Thomson, 39829449 
T 5 John Mossinger, 35626382 


7, VOCO, 5 May 44, as follows: "CAPT DON E VENTRISS, 0725108, Ac 
now on TD this sta for an indefinite period, is atchd to Hq 100th Bo ; 
for rats, qrs, adm & dy. (Auth: Par 4, SO 109, Hq AMP 4 May 44 
is heroby confirmed & made a matter of record. 10.) 


Se Par 5, SO 118, this FE so much as pertains to Pfc William 
‘ 3 ; 


inch, 18136043, 418th Bc Sq, 6 reads; "two (2) weeks", is 
. saahclesinantte 


i to read: "four (4) week 
Extracted. (0 418th Sq DS Hq 8th AF.) 
10. Tho foll named O's, 418th Bomb Sq, WP on TD ofa 16 May 44 for 
app seven (7) days, exclusive of travel, fr AAF Sta 139 to Bournemouth 
fo: the purpose of COCG,- CTRS, 


IST LT? REGIUALD C HOLLIDAY, 0751964 S T ROBERT W McATEE, 068249] 


RESTRICTE 


i 
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SO 131, Hq AAF Sta 139, AFO 559 
Par 10, Cont'd; j 
“A Ot Belle na mes fd Acilitien ave not available, *eimburse- 
ment of actual and nace3sury expe O64, in avcorda.ce with Policy 30-1, Hq 
USAAF, di 9 Nov 45. is atzd O's, As fullows, 4/r of one dollar and twenty- 
five ($1.25) certs per 6 srevelling and while at TD Sta « 
a/r not to exceed fou> dollars (¢: } per dey for qrs while travelling oniy. 

not exceed seven (7) Guys. GMV and/or Rail. TONT, 
TDN, FD 91-5 P 432-02 A 0425-24. (Auth: Ltr Hq 8 AP, Subj: Monetary alws 
while at Rest Homss, file 245, 27 Mar 44_) 


By order of Vt Col JEFFREY: 


HORSCE L. VARIAN, ‘re, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
OFFICIAL: ‘ Ak. rt 
| <i Act é UGnu ars eS 
HORACE L. VARIAN, drs, ' 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Stetion Adjutant. 


= ED 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCE STATION NO, 139 
APO 559 


Special Orders ) 16 May 44 
Numberee...132 ) 


le VOCO, 15 May 44, as follows: "Pfe Joseph S Wylie, 37408106, 351lst 
Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for an indefinite period, WP via Rail o/a 15 May 
44 fr asF Sta 139 to 115th Sta Hosp, for purpose of earrying out instructions 
of the CG. CTRS. If Govt billets and messing facilities are not available, 
reimbursement to EM while travelling and while at TD Sta is atzd, in accord- 
aneo Policy 30-1, Hq. USAAF, dd 9 Nov 43, a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars 
per dey for subsistence and a/r not to excecd two (2) dollars per dey for 
quarters, TONT. TDN, FD 91-5 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auths VOCG Hq 8AF, 15 Mey 
44 & Ltr Hq ETOUSA 3 Nov 43.)", travel performed under exigencies of the 
Serviow precluding the issuance of written orders in advance (AR 35-4890), 
is heroby confirmod and made a mattor of reoord, 


2. PAC AGF Memo 35-16, 6 Nov 43, the following EM sre reclassifiod 
as indicatedy 


T Sgt John 4 Lyons, Jr., 6984873, 418th B Sq 
S Sgt Joseph W Schultz, 36167336, 418th B Sq 
Se The foll named BI, 456th Sub-Depot (Cl 1), are promoted to grades 
iidicated (Temp), off this dates (Auth: AR 615-5.) 
PROMOTED TOs 

Cpl James Casillo, 32416010 To Be Sergeant (Temp) 
fe Jemes D Morrill, 33236539 To Be Corporal (Temp) 
Pfe #llan Sproul, 39122147 To Be Corporal (Temp) 


By order of Lt Col JEFFREY: 


HORACE L, VARIAN, Jr., 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Station Adjutant, 


OFFICIAL: 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Ure, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Station Adjutant, 
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HEADQUARTER AER FORCE STi.1 


Special Orders 
Number ¢eee.153 


2. “¢ David & Mi 535 94, 0} at is placed on DS for 
app twelve (le) Gays, WP via RAL RUAT nc 
later thar 1600 hrs 20 May 44 to Sta Adjutant thereof, atijend- 
ing course of instruction in RCM Equip, CIRS.e Gas mask, 

equipment will be cerried. vt billets and messing fs 

available, reimbursement Ext le travelling only is «# 

with Policy 40-1 F, dd 9 Nov 43, a/r not to 

per day for subsistence & a/r no > exceed two (2) 

quarters, T i } 32-02 0425-24, (Aut 

Div M-659-c, ) 


2, Tho foll nemed 
asgd to 350th Bomb Sq. 


ND LT H D TIAHRT 0749355 

2nD LT JC J GRASSILLI 0696085 
Sgi(748)Darl L Rorcherdt 17 

Set} 612). vies M Daley 368( 


Sgt( 748 Earl L Ingleston 


3. CAP. Ha 
further asgd 


i Watson, +26 + Bomb Sq, is promot 
eff this dat (Authy AR 615-5.) 


31033991, ha 


(Auth, Par 3, 


6. 
for cause 


Sgt Georges E 


The t 


eff this 


S Sgt John C fle, 15070058 


Cpl Charles anks, 18216123 
>: ic 29 1R03Aa2 
rics, A 
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“ ange - 12 ss 
SO 135, Nq AAF Sta 139, AP 
teens Me Ok 1 ee, 


10. PAC SAF Momo 35-16 
&S indicatud; 


Pfe John M Yel 


12, S 
May 44 for 
mouth, for the 
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Special Orders 
Numbereesee135 
1: 8 Sgt Serenus F Barrett, 36219 ; » is placed on DS 
for an indefinite period, Wr via Rail and/o r AAF Sta 139 o/a 19 May 
44 So Ti Sth Ste Hospital, for purpose of carrying out the instructions of 
2 CO. CTRS, TONT, TDN. FD 91-5 P 432-02 f, 0425-24, (Auth: Ltr Hq ETOUSA 


\ 


now on TD this sta for app thirty (30) days to 
« Trainer cour are atchd to Hq 100th Bomb Gp for rats, ars 


ms (Auth: Par 17, SO 134, Hq 3rd Bomb Div 13 May 44,) 
Cpl Theodore J F 


_ Se Memo 35-16, 6 Nov 43, the following 
as indicated; 


Pfe Frank Polach, 57011682, 349th Bomb Sq 
Pvt George W Ni 1s, Jr.e, 34820555, 351lst Bomb 


W 


S Sgt Archioc Gs 181903581 Oth Bomb Sq 
Pvt John J Rudy, 3293842 Bomb Sq ; 


5.2 CAPT DONALD FE VENTRIS 


is further 
Div 18 Ma 
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Ji<lst QM Co (IC) 
. Con a 
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Special Orders ) 
Peeeesl4l ) 
EM, having 
par 16 SO 


rng S Wittbrodt, 3655852: 


0-753818 
0-707284 
$2679.49 


on 
c} 
en 
3 
Ss 


KE 0-812277 
B.kNES 0-691581 
MeCORMICK 


LLIAMS 


Coe Ag 
ort 76 


S:t (612) Kurwin F 


fr dy in & as 


) thereof, 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


ta 139, 


8 The foll named 
orgns indicated, (Auth: 


C GUSTAFSON JR 
J NEMERGSAI JR 
G Trebnik 
Sirmund A 
RLES S HARDENG JR 
“4S P HUNT 
Sct (757) Thoms D Milos 
Set (612) Norman D Puller 
Set (748) Lester J Henderson 


ANDERSON 
H OLSON 
) Ronald H Harknett 
Set (748) Gerald E Moore 
Sgt (748) Tom J Wich 
2ND LT GEORGE P FRY 
F/O DAYTON W CAFFERTY 
S/Sgt (757) George < Knauff 
Set (748) Charles F Duhig 
Sgt (748) Lawrence E Nunne ery 


By order of Lt C 


PO 559, 


O's & EX h 


a>) 


havingbeen gd this 


Par 3 GQyi4s Hg 


TRICTED 


US Army, 25 


sta, are 
F Sta 112 22 May 


tte 


349TH BOMB SQUADRON 
See 


0-757382 
T-61730 

36585057 
34623329 


Kazmierski 36747320 


0-757191 
0-711408 
33454102 
18192196 
19161907 


418TH 


0-446543 
0-708270 
12053174 
35604103 
39656299 


O-755212 
T-124704 
35281052 
32536350 
34663596 


ol JEFFREY: 


- VARIAN, JRe, 


Peet 
Station A 


Air Corps, 
djutant. 


2ND LT EVIN L PERDUE 
VICTOR I XINKADE 

/Set (748) Rohert E Fife 
(611) William R Ewing 
(748) -Jack G Kromer 


) LT BENNIE D D WILSON 
LT WILLIAM F EDM 

(748) 9 Hlorbert A Pi 
Harnden 


BOMB S 


2ND LT DE 
2ND Re Rat 
rch 
Willan F F Nenasy 
George F Murasky 


SE A RUFFNER 

"RENCE V OGLELREE 
is} James G Springer 
3) Eugene F Garzini 
) Denald : Wileox 


further asgd 


0-709445 
T-2158 
37507574 


0-817856 
0-762752 
34701782 
35051263 


36576874 


0-817275 
0-76 
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RESTRICTED 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCE STATION NO. 139 
APC 559 


Special Orders ) a 26 May 44 
Number ¢e000142 ) = 


1. Extracted. (EM 351st Sq DS Gt Yarmouth.) 
2. Extracted. (Crew 418th Sq DS Beurnencuth.) 


3. CAPT JACK R SWARTOUT, 0728936, 3 1 Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for an 
indefinite period, WPR o/a 27 May BAY Ste 139 to AAF S 101, RUAT Presi- 


dent, Central Medical Board, for pi s of undergoing obse ion and treatment, 


Upon discharge from and at the discreticr she Presiden ereol. C WP on TD 
for a period oad to exceed thi rt 1 (30) Gay: a 1, in accordance with pro- 
visions of Ltr 24 j: “Aut! 


orizatior for 


to 0 while 

30-1, Hq. USA ¢.43 / 

$4.00 per day for ors, While at © 
day for increased cost of subs az 

3 Nov 43.) TONT. TDN. FD 60-135 P 472 


4. The foll nan 
Sergeants (Temp), 


S Sgt Bernard J McDermott, 


5. The foll name? 0° 
to 349th Bomb Sq. (Auth: 


F/O PETERSON, CHARLES L. T. 61159 e ND LT KEEFFE, JAMES D, 0817459 (CP) 
2ND LT VISHION, ELMER H, 0709454 (N 5 . JAMES F, 0734350 (B) 

Sgt (757) Zima, Paul, 16077736 Set (748) Phillips. Carl Je, 38399628 
Sgt (748) Addison, Andrew L., 181 8 Sgt (748) Heller, Janes ? 13060215 


Sgt (612) Sawaya, Kichard J,, 392957! cpl (748) Alspach Jorwin E., 39554329 


6. Sgt (612) Robert A Gallagher, 31294724 
further asgd to 349th Bomb Sq. (Auth: Pa 


7. CAPT THOMAS H WEDIN, 0560457, is reld fr dy in & asgmt to Hq 100th Bomb 


Gp & reasgd to 349th Bomb Sq. 


8, CAPT PHILIP H LIPSTATE, 0855009, Hq 100th Bomb Gp, is reld fr dy & 
asgmt thereat & caseed to 28th Sta Compl Sq. 


9, CAPT JOHN F MOFFETT, 0449875, is reld fr dy in & asgmt to 28th Sta 
Compl Sq & reasgd to 350th Bomb Sq. 


10, 2ND LT STANLEY COX, 0863620, AC, having been asgd this sta is further 
asgd to Hq icOtn Bomb Gp, (Auth: Par 2, SO 146, Hq 3rd Bomb Div 25 May 44.) 


order of Lt Col JEFFREY: 


By 

OFFICIAL: | $e ows ta au 
HORACE L baie 
aptain, Air Corps, 
tation Adjutant, 
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RESTRICTED 


HEAULQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCE STATION NO, 139 
BPO 553 


Speciel Orders ) 27 May 1944 
Number esse.143 ) 


le The foll named 0 & EM, orgns indicated, WP on TD o/s 27 May 44 for 
app seven (7) days, exclusive of travel, fr AF Sta 139 to Station indicated, 
for the purpose of COCG. CTRS, 


LT COL JOHN M BENNETT, JR. 0403621 Hq 100th Bomb Gp, Coombe House Hotel, Dorset 
S Set Clarence F Cherry, 37612488 350th Bomb Sq, Walhampton, Dorset 


If Govt billets and messing facilities are not available, reinburse- 
ment of actual and necessary oxpenses, in accordance with Policy 30-1, Hq USAAF, 
dd 9 Nov 43, is atzd, as follows: 0 a/r of one dollar and twenty-five cents 
($1.25) per day for subs while travelling and while at TD Sta and a/r not to 
excecd four dollars ($4.00) per day for ars while travelling only; EM a/r not 
to excoed two dollars ($2.00) per day for subs while travelling and while at 
TD Sta and a/r not to exceed two dollars ($2.00) per day for ars while 
travelling only. TD at Sta indicated for both 0 and EM will not exceed seven 


(7) days, GiV and/or Rail. TONT, TDN, FD 60-136 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (uth, 
Ltr Hq SAF, Subje Monetary Alws while at Rest Homes, file 245, dd 27 Mar 44.) 


2 UP AR 35-320, Par 3, the foll named o's are detriled as Cl "A" Agent 
Fin 0's to CAPT JOB ISAACMAN, FD, ADO, AAP Sta 139, for payment of EM of their 
respective orgns of this sta, not in excess of $35,000.00 for tho regular P/R 
for the Mo of May 44% 


1ST LT RAYMOND D CAUFIELD 01002179 C 592nd APU 

1ST LT? MYRON A TERHUNE 01036405 869th Cml Co 

CAPT EMMETT G SCHARDING 0299027 114lst QM Co 

1ST LT RICHARD R MURPHREE 01583421 RD 1776th Ord S&M Co 

1ST LT JAMES B G&LLAGHER 0568239 AC 456th Sub-Depot (cl 1) 

1ST LI JOH D STEPHENS 01797373 1285th MP Co 

CAPT CLAUDE L HOSFORD, JR AC Hq Dot 100th Gp 

APT GEORGE D ALLEN AC 28th Sta Compl Sq 
CHARLES J RIBAR 569916 AC 35lst Bomb Sq 
GEORGE F ERB 56805 AC 349th Bomb Sq 
ROBERT H TIENKEN 05622 AC 350th Bomb Sq 
THOMAS A TOOMEY, JR 0562220 s 418th Bomb Sq 


Sq S Sgt William T Behr 12180239, 418th Bomb Sq, WP on TD ofa 29 May 44 
for app seven (7) days, oxclusive of travel, fr AAF Sta 139 to Bournemouth, 
for the purpose of COCG, CTRS, 


If Govt Billets and messing facilities are not available, roimburse- 
ment of actual and necessary expenses, in accordance with Policy 30-1, i 
USAF, dd 9 Nov 43, is atzd EM as follows: a/r of two dollars ($2.00) 
dey for suos while travelling and while at TD Sta & a/r not to ex 
dollers ($2.00) per day for qrs while travelling only. TD at Bournemouth 
will not exceed seven (7) days, av and/or Reil. TONT. TDN, FD 60-136 Pp 
432-02 A 0425-246 (Auth; Ltr Hq 8AF, Subj: Monetary alws whilo at Rest 
Homes, file 245, 27 Mar 
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S3t anthony G Trebnik, 36605057 
3t Thomas D Miles, '33454102 


a 
n 


“a 
w 


‘ct 


Jack G Kromer, 

Sigmund & Kazmi ski, 36747320 
Norman D Fuller, 18192196 
Wesley H P 3 g 

Ray & Matz 


ch ct ck ct 


Ks, 


mnNnwAN 


a oe 


Cc 


1 Willian T 
George Pes 


Bert W Cassi 


Se Phe foll 
(2) days, WP via 
picking up generstor unit 
not available, reimbursam 
atzd, in-accordence with 
two (2) dollars per day 
ay for qrse TD at He 
60-136 P 432-02 4 0425 


o pf 


ct ap” 


oOo 2 


Cpl Oscar G Gosser, 


6, Cpl Harry Zetlin, 33191627, 
Private, for cause, eff this date, '¢: 


’ T. Tho foll named EM, 350th Bomb Sq, 
(Temp), eff this date; (Auth: AR 615-5.) 


Pfo Willian Mf Cozp 


‘ 
N70aR7N2 


0798702, is reld fr dy in & as 


ten Tyr - vecrar nanais ar 
IST LT ERIC} ‘TSON, 0808145, is reld fr dy 


Bomb Sq -& resased 
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“sy 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCE STAT 


Special Orders ) ; 28 May 44 
Number ee ee+144 ) ‘ 


le M Sgt Herman J Hakes, 37118012, 349th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for 
app two (2) days, WP vie Rail and/or GW fr AF Sta 139 o/a 29 May 44 to London, 
England, for purposg of CQCO. CTRS. EM will report to Casual Center, CBS, 44 
Cadozan Pl, where govt qrs and rats will be furn, TONT. TDN. FD 60-136 P 432 
02 & 0425=24, (Auth: Ltr Hq ETOUSA 3 Nov 43.) 


2e PAC SAF Memo 35-16, 6 Nov 43, the foll EM, 28th Sta 
reclassified as indicated; 
Old MOS 
35724544 
oy W Glaze, 34603570 
ohn T Cox, 38228991 6 901 
hester R Brown, 38084649 5 901 


Se AST LT CHARLES S STAPLETON, 0602950, is reld fr dy in & asgnt to 
349th Bomb Sq & reasgd to 350th Bomb Sq. 


4. The foll nemed EM, orgns indicated, are placed on DS for app two 
(2) days, WP GilV o/a 2g May 44 fr AAF Sta 139 to Isleworth, for the purpose 
of oarrying out the instructions of the CO, CTRS, 


Sgt William R Henes 32203516 1141st Qi co (Ic) 
Pvt Wister E Harrison 18037473 28th Ste Compl Sq 


If Govt Billets and messing facilities are not available, reimburse= 
ment to EM while travelling and while at TD Sta is atzd, in accordance with 
Policy 50-1, lige IBAAF, dd 9 Nov 43, e/r ndt to oxoeed two (2) dollars per 
day for subsistonce and afr not to exceed two (2) dollars por day for qrs. 
TD at Isleworth will not exceed one (1) deye TONT. TDN, FD 602136 P 432<02 
& 042524, (Auth: Ltr Hq ETOUSA 3 Now 43.) 


5e Par 1, SO 143, this Hq, cs, is amended to delete the followings 
"LT COL JOHN M BENNETT, JR,, 0403621, Hq 100th Bomb Gp", 


6. PAC Par 26, AR 210-65, CAPT EDWARD F BEECHER, 0567253, 45€th Sub-Depot, 
is aptd Auditing 0 to audit the accts of the P Ex for the Mo of Msy 1944, Date 
of audit will be the close of business Wednes jay, Sl May 44, 


7. IC Par 24, AR 210-65, the foll named Officers, 456th Sub-Depot, will 
inventory Ex during the sveninz of 31 May 44, 


CAPT EDWARD F BEECHER, 0567253 1ST LT EDWARD F KIBS3LE, 0568901 


53010, 418th Bomb Sq, is red to the 


Pe ct 
(Auth: ak, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY 4IR FORCE STATION NO, 139 


Special Orders ) 30 May 44 
Numbere.se.146 ) 


1. MAS. CHANNING B EMBERSON, 0406725, iC, having been asgd this sta, is 
further asgd to Hq 100th Bomb Gp. (Auth: Par 21, So 149, Hq 3rd BD 28 May 44.) 


2. S Sgt Ralph T Grahan, 37658628, 350th Bomb Sq, is asgd Sp Dy with 
Station Defense, 


5. Pvt Robert W Brindle, 39588344, 350th Bomb Sq, is promoted to the 
er of Corporal (Temp), eff this date, (Auth: AR 615-5.) 


Se 


s t (275) William g Sherp, 39273788, is reld fr dy in & asgnt to 
350th Bomb 


Sg 
Sq & reasgd to Hq Det 100th Bomb Gp. 

5. 2ND LT ROBERT W BARRY, 0704573, AC, is reld fr dy in & asgmt to 418th 
Bomb Sq & reasgd to 350th Bomb Sq. 


8, 2ND LT ALEXANDER MARUCHESS, 02045261, AC, is reld fr dy in & asgmt to 
350th Bomb Sq & reasgd to 418th Bomb Sq. 


7. The foll named 0's, now on TD this Sta for an indefinite period, are 
atchd to orgns indicated for rats, grs, adm & dy. (Auth: Par 1, SO 141, Hq 8th 
AF, 23 May 44,) 

ATCHD TO: 
1ST LT JAMES C HARPER 0802894 AC 418th Bomb 5q 
2ND LT BURTRAM B ALLEY JR 0750760 AC 28th Sta Compl Sq 


8. 2D LT STANLEY COX, 0863620, Hq 100th Bomb Gp, is hereby detailed to 
Inventory the Officers! Club on 1 June 44, 


9. The foll named EM, having been asgd this Sta, are further asgd to Hq 
Det 100th Bomb Gp. (Auth: Par 15, SO 147, Hq Srd BD 26 May 44.) . 


Sgt (757) Linaen S Grant, 35722144 Sgt (757) John S Burke, 17156682 
Pfe (521) John H Sweberg, Jr., 16160498 


10. S Sgt Edward M Daly, 32560807, 350th Bomb Sq, is heroby awarded tho 
Good=Conduct Medal, (Auth: AR 600-88.) 


11. The foll named O's & EM, having been asgd this Sta are further ased 
to orgns indicated: (Auth: Par 1 SO 149 Hq AAF Sta 112 28-May 44.) 


CREW LL]W6g ». - To: 351st Bomb Sq 
‘ST LT RANSOM, JAUES R.- 0792742 (P) 2ND LE LAMB, KEITH W. O695c30 (CE). 

LT WALDMAN, FRANCIS J. 0814457 (N) 2ND LT DANIEL, LEONARD A; 0746796 (B) 
S Set(757)Schmitt, Emmett P, 36044539 S Sget(748)Felee, Reginald D, 39274556 
3 Set(612)Wargin, Leo 36613814 Sgt(748)Benkowski, Norbert J. 3920054 
Set(748)Alben, Carl J, 36477223 Sgt (748 )Bywaters, William B, 18199029 
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SO 146, Hq AAF Sta 135, APO 55° 
30146, Hq AAF Sta 13s, : 
Far 11, Cont'd: 


CREW LL-72 

2ND Lf ROWLAND, HARVEY J. O753249 (P) 
2ND LT GOLDBERG, ALAN B: 071025 (N 
Sgt(757)o'Connell, De 

Sgt(612)Leone, Joseph R 
Sct(748)Parsons; Garnet W, 


? 


7 4 
tere UO OD 


farks, 


gt(612)Puckett, 


ounmn nr 


12. The foll named EM, 350th Bomb Sq, are pror 


Sergeants (Tomp), eff this date: (Auth: iR 


S 29058 


S Set. Edward M Daly, 32560807 


in, Air Corps, 


ion Adjutant, 
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HEADQUART: R FORCE STATION NO, 139 


Special Orders ) 31 May 44 
Numbereesee147 ) 


1. The foll named EM, orgns indicated, are placed on DS for app three 
(3) days, WP GMV ofa 31 May 44 fr AAF Sta 139 to Depot G-18, for the purpose 
of COCO, CTRS. 


Pvt Eugene E Garvin 31C52057 2110th Eng Avn F/F Platoon 
Cpl Elmer E MoKown 37258185 456th Sub-Depot (C1 1) 


If Govt billets and messing facilities are not available, reimburse- 
ment to EM while travelling and while at TD Sta is atzd, in accordance with 
Policy 30-1, Hq. USAAF, dd 9 Nov 43, a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per 
day for subsistence and a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per day for qrs, 
TONT. TDN. FD 60-136 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auths Ltr Hq ETOUSA 24 May 44.) 


@, Cpl Harold L Gary, 18192881, 416th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for app 
three (3) a WP vis Rett o/a Bley it TF aa oe r a 139 to Hq USSTAF, for 


purpose of COCG. CTRS, 


If Govt billets and messing facilities are not available, reimburse- 
ment to EM while travelling and while at TD Sta is ated, in accordance with 
Policy 30-1, Hq, USAAF, dd 9 Nov 43, a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per 
day for subsistence and a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per day for arse 
TONT. TDN, FD 60-136 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auth: Ltr Hq ETOUSA 24 May 44.) 


3. 1ST LT AUGUSTUS H PAINE, 0800160, 418th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS 
for app eighteen (18) days, exclusive of travel, WP via Rail fr AAF Sta 139 
to RAF Sta, Caenwood Towers, Hampstead Lane, Highgate, London, RUAT not later 
than 1800 hrs 4 June 44 to Adjutant, for purpose of attending Intelligence 
School, CTRS, TONT, TDN. FD 60-136 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auth: Ltr Hq ‘ETOUSA 
24 May 44.) ; ‘ 


4. The foll named EM, orgns indicated, are placed on DS for app two 
(2) weeks, oxclusive of travel, WP via Rail fr AAF Sta 139 to No 21 Sch of 
Tech Tng, Gt Sankey, Warrington, Lancs., RUAT not later than 1600 hrs 4 Juno 
44, to ASF Orderly Room, for purpose of atténding Gyelons Rel820 Engine Coiirse, 
CTRS,. , a! 
Sgt John J Chapman 39240656 350th Bomb Sq ‘ 
Sgt Philip W Wagner 32473141 349th Bomb Sq . 


Round trip travel warrant, gas mask & mess equip will be taken, 

If Govt billets and messing facilities are not available, reimburse- 
ment to EM while travelling is atzd, in accordance with Policy 30-1, Hq. 
USAAF, d@.9 Nov 43, a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per day for subsistence, 
and a/r not to exceed two (2) dollars per day for qrs. TONT, TDN, FD 60-136 
P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auth: Ltr Hq 3rd Bomb Div 23 May 44, File 352, Subj: 
Asgmt of AC Personnel to Tech Sch.) 


5. Par 1, SO 20, this.Hq, cs, is amended to inoluder “The exigencies 
of the service precluded issuance of written orders in advance”, 
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SO 147, Hg AAF Sta 139, APO 559, US Arm s 31 May 44, Cont'd; 


S- CAPT JACK N MARSH, 0854904, 349th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for app 
two (2) weeks, exclusive of travel, WP via Rail fr AAF Sta 139 to No 10 Sch 
of Tech Tng, RAF Sta, Kirkhan, Lancs, RUAT not later than 1600 hrs 4 June 44 
to AAF Orderly Room, for purpose of, attending course of instruction in Bendix 
Chin Turrets, CTRS, 


If Govt billets and messing facilities dre not available, reimburse- 
ment to O while travelling is atzd, im accordance with Policy 80-1, Hq. USAAF, 
dd 9 Nov 43, a/r of one dollar and twenty-five ($1.25) cents per day for subs, 
and a/r not to exceed four (4) dollars per day for qrs. TONT, TON. FD 60-136 
P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auth: Ltr Hq 3rd Bomb Div 23 May 44, file 352, Subj: Asemt 
of AC Personnel to Tech Sch, ) 


By order of Lt Col JEFFREY: 


HORACE L, VARIAN, Jdr., 
Captain, Air Corps, 


OFFICIAL: } 3 : Station Adjutant, 
Ole rtau a 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, “ir Corps, . 
Station Adjutant, 
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STATION #139 
APO #559 
Wednesday, 17 May 1944 
OFFICIAL 


1, Officer of the Day - lst Lt Albert an ~ 350th Bomb Squax iy: 
Staff Duty Officer ~ i tg Robert He ienken = 350th Bor 
Medical Officer of the Day = Captain John W. Hardy e MC 
The Officer of the Day will report to the Station Adjutant, together 
with the officer whom he relieves, at 1130 hours. 


a ee 


LACKOUT HOUR = Wednesday, 17 May 1944 - 2226 hours 


2. Uniforms. A marked improvement has been noted in military courtesy 
and a srvance of correct wearing of uniforms. Some men, however, are still 
not fully acquainted with the regulations pertaining to uniforms for this 
shut One Your attention is again directe 2d to Statiom Memorandum No. eet. 
dated 11 May 1944, a copy of which is posted on your organization bulle 
board. 


By order of Lt Colonel 
HORACE L. VAR 


Captain, Air Cor 
Adjutant. 


OFFICIAL: Zz, \ ‘ 
| alee) h OAs On, - 
HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
a tai: » Air Corps, 


INFORMATION 
Movie. “Dr Gillespie's Criminal Case" will be shown at 
and 2000 ho 
1285th MP Co -vs- 
Hq 100th BGp ~vs- 
Both games 1900 hours. 


ash bracelet, be 
0+747505.~ 
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“STATION #139 
APO #559 
NUMBER Thursday, 18 May 1944 
OFFICIAL 


Officer of the Day = lst Lt William C. Maher ~ Hq 100th Bor 
Staff Duty Officer - Captain Thomas A. Toomey ~ 418th Bomb Squad 
Medical Officer of the Day + Captain Emory C, Kinder = NC 


The Officer of the Day will report to the Station Adjutant, together 
with the officer whom he relieves, at 1130 hours, 


ee 


BLACKOUT HOUR ~ Thursday, 18 May 1944 - 2228 hours 
researc vignettes nee 


2. Blackout. All Site Commanders will take immediate steps to have 
minor repairs made to blackout curtains in their respective sites. Most 
violations are caused by the rings having pulled thru the curtain, thus 
creating a light-leak. These repairs are too numerous for the Utilties 
Section to handle, inasmuch as they must be done immediately. Site Com- 
manders will 2lso check and enforee blackout regulations, 


3. Restricted Area. Effective immediately, the Restricted Coastal 
Zone will not be entered by military personnel on pass, leave, or furlough, 
unless on an authorized Liberty Run or unless passing thra the area in 
railway and motor vehicles. This will apply particularly to Kings Lynn, 
Bungay, Ipswich, Stowmarket, Colchester and Chelmsford. 


By order of Lt Colonel JEFFREY: 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, Air Corps, 


OFFICIAL: { | Adjutant, 
HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Adjutant. 
INFORMATION 
Chapel Services 
0900, 1100, & 1930 hours 


* 


ral Protestant Service 1830 hours 


1830 hours 
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The attention of all Unit 
No. 70, 1944 series, which reads 


iacks the moral courage ani the professiona 
elo i a thoroughly competent corps of omnis 
ficers throughout and thereby lemonstrates his inability to 
the responsibilities of leadership in at. Such a conmander * 
I fi tence and respect of his suboritinates., He jestroys the 
tion. He will surely fall in battle. It has been cle 
in this war, as in past wars, tha. — oncommissioned offic 
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tenant Colonel 
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lst Lt William H. Cook = 350th Bemb Squadr< 
tain Horace Le Varian, Jr. - Hq 00th 


Officer of the D 2 
officer whom ho 


-_ OO =e 
BLACKOUT HOUR © Saturday, 20 May 1944 = 2231 hours 
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U5 lay 7° 
MONUAY, << 


OFFICIAL 


Day — 2nd Lt Anton R. Wan 
Officer — Captain Claude L 


Of fi 


Officer of the Day - Capt 


2 alert will not be 1ounced over the Tann ‘Ys 
or stand rattles will be sounded at 1400 hours by personnel who are 
he vicinity of an alarm. Masks will be worn adjusted to the face until 
given, by ringing the all clear bells, at 1430 hours. 


and enlis 
indicated: 
349%h 

h D. Horne, Jr 
vlas Le Hiley 
h Ge Stagon 

Me Hall, de 

L. Fosdiek 


Julian P. Rogers 1 Martin v. 
Robert B. Lawler st Lt John J, 
Frederick A. Mead 2n Greek R. 

Ani Lt Bertram C. man 2nd Lt Lynn H. Ba 

3/Set Alfonso R, Fiore SfSet William P. } 

/Set Clarence F, Cherry S/Set I 
Carrell %, Brooks S/Sg& Thomas E. 
Russell E. Gately, Jr S/Set Cecil J. x : 
Dickie L. Kendall T/Sgt Herbert H, Cole 
Thomas §, Guraleki T/Sgt Ralph G, Hawk 


i 
L 
So 


order of Lt Colonel JEFFREY: 


} 
bbvvens Ww Chaise 
HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Adjutant, 


Captain, Air Corps, 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
/ ian 
Adjutant. 
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Beecher ~ 456th Sub Depot 


~ Hq 100th Bomb Group 
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KY BULL By, 


Saturday, 27 May 1944 
OFFICIAL 
Officer of the Day 


Saturday, 27 May 1944 ~ lst Lt Harold H, Krinke - 1l4lst Quartermaster Co 
Sunday, 28 May 1944 - 1st Lt Stephen B. Smith - 418th Bombardment Squadron 


Processing of Amateur Photographs. In response to many questions, the pres- 
sure of operational work in the Photo Lab makes it impossible to seteup ar- 
rangements for processing amateur photographs on this Station, 


Conduct of Troops at Aircraft Accidents is the subject of a letter from the 
Commanding General of ETOUSA, which is quoted for your instruction and strict 
compliance: 


"A growing practice is reported among US Troops to collect souvenirs in 
the form of unexploded bombs and fragments thereof, and to tamper with unex- 
ploded bombs, bomb containers and incendiarier. 

"This practice is extremely dangerous and has resulted in injury, death, 
and permanent disability of personnel. In addition to the unnecessary risks 
involved, suuvenir hunting at the scene of bombing incidents seriously ham- 
pers the activities of bomb reconnaissance personnel and bomb disposal squads, 


by probing and distorting holes of entry, destruction and mutilation of clues, 
and increasing the difficulty of these units in properly diagnosing the inci- 
dent. 

"It is desired that all troops be impressed with the importance of re- 
fraining from picking up fragments, and not touching enemy missiles until bomb 
disposal officers can make a reconnaissance and properly diagnose the incident." 


Gas Alert. Gas masks will be carried by all personnel from 1300 to 1700 hours 
Monday, 29 May 1944. The alert will not be announced over the Tannoy. Hand 
rattles or stand rattles will be sounded at 1400 hours by personnel who are 
in the vicinity of an alarm, Masks will be worn adjusted to the face until 
the all clear is given, by ringing the all clear bells, at 1430 hours, 


Important -- All creditors and debtors of the following named officers and 
enlisted men, missing inaction, will report to the Adjutant of Squadrons in- 


dicated: 
249th Bomb Sq 


2nd Lt Clarke T.. Johnson lst Lt Henry N. Jespersen. Ist Lt Martin Hoskingon 
2nd Lt Raymond R. Lund 2nd Lt Robert F. Atkins 2nd Lt Marvin H. Apking 
2nd Lt Thomas J. Tracey 2nd Lt Burton W. Seely and Lt Joseph C. Silvestro 
2nd Lt Willard J. Hahn 2nd Lt Joseph (NMI) Savino 2nd Lt Norman G. Robitoy 
S/Sgt Robert L, Black T/Sgt Frank J. Gronkowski S/Sgt Jerome Miller 

T/Sgt Thomas Beveridge T/Sgt George J. Kostouakos $/Sgt Thomas L, Sibert 
Sgt David-L. Scofield S/Sgt Frank (NMI) Fischer Salvadore Romero 

Sgt Robert F.. Brooks S/Sgt Thomag T. Kiriako Sect George Sneckus 

Sgt Laurence A, St John S/Sgt John’ E. Legg + Ve (10) Perry 

Sgt Lawrence W. Barger S/Sgt John Durrenberger Vest Marlyn M. Schrader 
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CB #339, 27 May 1944 


349th Bomb Sg (cont'd) 
2nd Lt Robert G. Roeder F/O Paul V. Lammers 2nd Lt Claude Robison Jr 
T/sct Milton (NUT) Grabel T/Sgt Frank Goldstein T/Sct Wade D. Basom 
9/Sct Nathan E. McElroy S/Sgt Fred F. Cebalo S/S.t William A, Poklemba 
S/Sgt Anthony P. Lombardi 


350th Bomb Sg 


ist Lt Francis J. Malooly lst Lt Lindley Williamson lst Lt Delbert S\ Pearson 
lst Lt Robert W, Bailie 2nd Lt James G. Dennis lst Lt Wilbert D. Lund 
let Lt Charles H. Mauvais @nd Lt Barwick 0. Barfield 2nd Lt John J. Grassilli 
lst Lt Ralph W. Guida 2nd Lt William Carrillo lst Lt Lester N. Gnith 
T/Sgt Robert C. S. Barrie T/Sgt Lloyd K. Kouns T/Sgt Nunziato Sansevero 
T/Sgt Arthur J. Perry T/Sgt Charles B.-Sewell T/Sgt Ernest J. Rene 
S/Sgt Nelson A, Pardee S/Sgt James 0. Townsend S/Sgt James S, Morrow 
S/Sgt Willard H. Miller S/Sgt Walter Wisniewski S/Sgt Bradford F. Truesdell 
S/Sgt Leonard W. Yeager S/Sgt Colbert W. Graham S/Sgt Harold J. Scrivener 
S/Sgt Lorenzo Genovese S/fgt Robert H. Anderson /Sgt George P. Zigo 
Captain James R. Geary 2nd Lt Dert B, Payne 1st Lt A. E. Stern, Jr 
ist Lt Arthur J. Harris Major Maurice Fitzgerald T/Sgt Louis P, Paltrineri 
T/Sgt Francis (NMI) Acker S/Sgt Carl F. Schuster S/Sgt John 5. Trout 
S/Sgt Jack W. Domenig 


35ist Bomb Sq 
ist Lt Bnil J. Siewert 2nd Lt Wayne Ss. Proulx 2nd Lt Dorald W. Huffer 
2nd Lt Irving Jacobwitz T/Sgt Julian T. Bar‘man T/Sgt Oliver B. Scully 
S/Sgt Chester J. Padlo S/Sgt Frank X, Cousins $/Sgt Edwin I, Morgan 
S/Sgt Frank V. Kroecazynski 


Attention All Personncl. Effective imme liately no civilian personnel will be 
permitted to attend showings of motion pictures on the Station. This is Ji- 
rected in a letter from the Adjutant General. 


By order of Lt Colonel JEFFREY: 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Adjutant. 


OFFICIAL: \ ‘ 
| : 4 asigis {- 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, ‘ 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Adjutant. 


Chapel Services 


Roman Catholic Sunday Masses 0900, 1100, and 1930 heurs 
Saturday Confessions 1400 to 2100 nours 


General Protestant Sunday Services 1000 and 1830 hours 


All Jewish Personnel -- Chaplain Bertram Klausner, Hq 8th Air Force, is 
Conducting « regional service on the Holiday of SHABUOTH (Pentecost) at the 
Jewish Centre and Synagogue, Lower Hall Spiritualist Church, Norwich, on Sun- 
day, 28 May, from 1000 to 1200 hours. The train schedule for Sunday makes 
attendance at this service possible for any who may be interested. 
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Officer of the Day 


Tuesday, 30 May 1944 - 1st Lt Robert H. Williams - 351st Bombardment Squad 
Wednesday, 31 May 1944 = lst Lt Charles R. Vail, Jr - 28th Station Comp Sq 


Important Notice. Effective immediately, trip tickets for any vehicle leay- 
aporkant Notice . 
ing this station, at any time and for any purpose, will be approved and 
signed personally by one of the following named officers: 

Lt Col Jeffrey 

Lt Col Bennett 

Major Utley 

Captain Varian 


Water Conservation, Requests for voluntary assistance in cutting the con- 
Sumption of water to 20 gallons per man per day have met with no success, 
Since the consumption has Steadily increased, the following measures will 
become effective this date: 


1. All water, except in latrines and mess halls, will be turned off 
from 0900 to 1700 hours daily. 

2. Hot water, however, will be provided in shower rooms on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays, a 


Attention All Officers. Notice has been received that the Quartermaster 
Depot at Stowmarket will be open to officers from 1400 to 1700 on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday each week for the sale of general issue clothing. 
Note that they do not stock Complete officers uniforms and equipment; only 
issue clothing. 


By order of Lt Colonel JEFFREY: 


HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
sana Adjutant. 
9) AL: eae 
HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Adjutant, 
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Memorinl Day Services 


At 1600 hours, Col Jeffrey will announce over the Tannoy that all personnel 
will pause in their work for a brief service in memory of those of our num 
ber who have given their lives during the past year. A reading of Scripture 
will be made by one of the Chaplains, A minute of silence will be observed 
at which time a wreath of flowers will be placed at the base of the flag 
pole. A brief prayer by one of the Chaplains will conclude the service. 


A Mass, for all members of this commana, will be said in the chapel at 1800 
hours today, 


Floral wreaths have been sent from this station to the American Military 
Cemetaries in England in memory of th who have given their lives during 
the past year. The wreaths vill be u in Memorial Day services at the 
cemetaries. 


Movies. "This Land Is Mine", starring Maureen O'Hara and Charles Laughton, 
will be shown at 1800 and 2000 hours, 30 May 1944, in the Combat Enlisted 
Mens Mess Hall. 


Guest Speaker. Lucy Norton, noted speaker, will speak at 2000 hours, 30 May 
1944, in the Lounge of the ARC Aeroclub. Her subject will be "Conditions In 


France", 
Chapel Services 
Roman Catholic Rosary and Communion 1630 hours 
fass 1800 hours 
Novena to St Jude (Tuesday) 1825 hours 


General Protestant Thursday Evening Service 1330 hours 


Jewish Friday Evening Service 1330 hours 
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READCUA RTERS 
ONE RUNDRUTH DOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) 
Offiee ef the Operations Officer 
APO 559 
May 1944 


CROUND TRAINING SCHEDULE FOR MONMY, 8 


Tail Gunners ef 1-35-11-14-18-35—41-52-73-77 
Ney & Bomb of 2=26~54~78-80 amiLt. Skelton 
Crews S0-44~76 and Crew 53 (less P,CP,!) 


Blinker Cod 
Nave Gena@al Review & Exau 
A/C Recognition #4 


lst Radie Ops of 1-2-3-4 ~i-6-7 B= 28 <2 HS0— 31653 = 34-5 5— 
2 Bee’5 Qe —4.5-44=4 5-73 7475767 7787980 
P,CP,¥,5 Of Lande Bat Hb Gh HT 8-282 See 0-51-35 -5 4-5 5 SOS 
41—43-44~45-73~74~75—-76=77=78=79~80 and Lt. Skelter 
P,CP,N © LU 28 4 5-5 = 7-828 -2 9 30-31-33 -5 4-5 5-3 8-59 
41~43—-44—45~75=74~7 5=76=7 7-7 3=7 980 
Lt. Skelton 


Communication s 
Bombing Movie 
Communica tions 
Benbing 


Cree 2 mid Lt. Skelten 
Mer & Bomb ef 14<]5=18=18-21-22-25=26-49-50-51-55=54— 
61=6 2-55-66 
list Radio Ops of 11-12-13-14- Ba] G<17-25-19-20-21~-22-23— 
PA we Zi? Bt Se O~51~52—53- 54—55-57-61-6 2—-63—64— 6 5=6=67=58=70 
P,CP,E, AB Of 1-S—4=5-G-TafaS 80S SA lms Sw ddd 5 


A/C Reoornitia 
S—2 (T) 


Cemmmic ations 
Engineering Displey 
Nev & Bomb ef Ya6~7e12=13=17=20—28=2 SS 125 5~39-52-67-68-7 75 


Ist Redie Ops ef 3-12-18~17—2 5~30-51=75 
Crew 2 ami Lt. Skelten 


S=2 (T) 
Radio 
Airs whip #5 


Communic atians 


P,OP,N of LlH12-15-14-15-16-17=18-19-20-21-22-2 24-2 &26— 
4 Qe50n51-52~53=54—5 5-57-61 -6 2-63-64 =6 56 6-6 7-68-70 
Crew 2 andlt. Skelton 


S-2 (P) #% 


R,AR of 2 - 44 ~ 80 

Crewe 19=21-22=24-28-61-62-65 and Crews (less R,AR) @& 
44-80 and Lt. Skelton 

Hy 8, vee ef Crey 2 aml Lte Skelton 


Radio 
Frosthit 


Trainers 


By order of theCemmnding Sffieas 


JON 


B, KIDD 
Lte Cole, Air 
Opere tion 3 
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Radie Scheal 
Navigation Room 
Gunna@rs Looker Plidr 
Radio Sehool 
School Bul lding 
Radie School 

Greup Gperations 


tumers Locker Bld¢ 


Nevicet ien Roo 
Redie School 
School Building 
Navigation Room 
Radio School 
School 2uilding 
Radio School 


School Building 


Reatie School 
School Building 
Bliater Hiengar 


Orp 8, 


fficer. 
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IN SERUCTOR 
Carte lash 
Lte Abbey 
Lt, She ots 
Capts Iash 
Capt.eDougles 
Capte Lash 
Lt. Milburn 


Lte Borers 
Cupte Arick 


Capt. lash 

ja jer Rave me 

Cop te Ariek 

Capt. Lash 

Col, Kidd 
lash 
Torry 


Lash 
Stover 


ajor Cohen 
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1. Gener: arrative: This organizatior 
aircraft to fly th the 390th "B" Group. Nine aircraft 
formation at 4.8 - 0353 hours. The lLOOth Group flew as tie ! 
the 390th "B' and also furnished the three spares for ti 

é z at li, 


ssembly 


ir 


e at 1016+ hours, over Alde 
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Twelve ¢ 
shown 
tis patched. 
-CN@Qe 
returned 
1249 
one 


LOOTH "C" GROUP (LOW) (Contimed) 
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3,400 feet to 
obvious 


IaCK 


J, jegrees. After the 
where only meager flak was 
. r- " s 


to the coast, (1013 hours, 50 i, P 
-on-Sea at ~ hours. 


reraft no 
lepart 


in formation at 0630 - 0636 hours. 
13th "A" Combat Wing. 
route flown refer to 100th "A" Lead Navigator's Narrative. 
100th "B" Group attacked a secondary target, between the towne of 
yuicbien. Bombs away at 1014 hours. 
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lead by P.F.F. Bei 
ed on a P.}.t. ship marked as follows: 
At 0726 hours we altered course at 49 
2 i and started let down. ; 
id we were over base at 1005 


jeparted this base o1 
EMBLY". ix aircraft 


dispatched 


ix aircraft attacked the target. 
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Operational Narrative of 3 June 1944 Mission 
SUBJECT: Report of the Operations Officer, Mission of 8 June 1944. 
1OOTH "A" GROUP 


1. General Narrative: Twelve aircraft departed this base in formatior 
at 0515 to 052i, hours. The 100th "A" Group flew lead of the 13th "RB" Combat 
Wing. 

Assembly over Splasher #6 was impossible due to clouds, so the as- 
sembly point was transferred to Splasher #7. Group assembly was at. Splasner 
#7 at 0632 hours, altitude 12,000 feet. iiing assembly was made at Bea 
Head at 21,000 feet at 0738 hours. Planes had great difficulty in as 
even then due to clouds and contrails. All control points were maa n 
but upon arrival at Beachy Head there were not a sufficient number of 
in formation to continue. We circled Beachy Head for twenty-eight 
collecting sufficient number of planes to continue. We left Beachy 
0738 hours. ‘Je made penetration at 0800 hours, three miles right of 
We over-ran turning point at 47 42 N, 00 05 W and found it necessary 
a turn of 270 degrees to come back in on the target (47 23 N, 00 
turn was made over the I.P. onto the bomb run. At time of bombs « 
heading was 23% degrees magnetic, our altitude was 22,000 feet, 
was 0835 hours. The bomb run was visual. The low group did not 
bombs on the first run so we made a 36U degree turn while they 
second run. The Wing was re-formed and withdrawal was as brief 
was made at the rpoper spot at enemy coast on way out at 0950+ 
base at 1159 hours, and landing at 1142 to 1207 hours. 


2. Aircraft Not Attacking: Twelve aircraft departed tnis 
LB AS i 


shown on attached chart rked “AFTER ASSEMBLY". 
Aircraft #42-97065 returned early, leaving fornz 
over 51 20 N, 01 00 E, at 12,000 feet. 

Aircraft @42-31987 returned early 
over 51 20 N, 00 20 BE, at 15,000 feet. 

Aircraft #42-97154 returned early 
over Beachy Head at 23,000 feet. 

Aircraft #42-31347 returned early, as he could ne 
Leaving at 0740 hours over Beachy Heac at 21,000 feet. 

Thus eight aircraft attacked the target. Two of these eight 
did not fly with the 100th Group. 
Aircraft #42-102977 led the high squadron of the 328t 
Aircraft #42=-97834 flew with the 96th Group. 


ation as 


3. Lost Aircraft: None. 
100TH "B" GROUP 
1. General Narrative: Twelve aircraft departed tis base in formation at 
0503 to 0512 hours. The lOOth "B" Group flew as high group in the lith "B" Com- 


bat Wine. 
For route flown refer to the Operations Officer's Narrative, 


1 of 1.0th "A" Group. 
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2e Aircraft Not Attacking: Twelve aircraft departed this base in formation 
hown on attached chart marked "APTER ASSEMBLY". 
Aircraft #42-51537 returned early, leaving formation at 
7 N, OO O03 W, at 22,300 feet. 
Aircraft #42-31220 returned early, leaving formation at 
2 E, at 26,000 feet. 
1s tem aircraft attacked. Uf these ton two aircraft d 
the 100th Group. 
Aircraft #42-38047 flew witn composi 
Aircraft #42-32018 flew with the 


Lost Aircraft: None. 
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R OF COMBAT CREWS ON OPERATIONAL MISSION 8 JUNE 1944 


eS 


D Williams 
jearne 
J T Miller 
P Laverick 
H Crozier 


uv 


F/O J 

Sgt D 

S Sgt J A Fowler 
Sgt G Gospodinoff 
Sgt J Goshin 

Sgt WT Pessier 


wWwewO AOU 


Lt C C Gustafson 
F/O M J Nemerowski 
Lt E L Perdue 

F/O V I Kinkade 


T/Sgt A G Trebnik 
T/Sgt R & Fife 
S/Sgt J G Kremer 
s/Sgt Caldwell 
S/Sgt S A Kazmierski 
S/Sgt WR Ewing 


CREW 9 PLANE 97834 


Lt  F Terminello 
at J Trapnell 

$ J Gillison 

A Rubick 

L wi jada 

L Heger 
Palmer 
Jones 
Hanser 
Hartos 


OunNnonwn’® 


SS TR 
omens 


> 


Lt H W Woodall 
Lt D C Maier 
Lt J T Anderson 

E H Davis 

E McKee 
C P Jones 

J A Pontzious 
) & Benson 

— Mitchell 

R Greene 


W Rake 
F Ryan 
i L Mishler 
F L Cate 
z A Miller 
C Rogers 
Tekel 
J Bourquin 
Me Pflaum 
E Evans 


| 42 PLANE 102977 


+ 


Nichen 

Bowen 

Devine 

Svetlik 

J OMeil 

H Tucker 
Branagan 
Hoffman 
Sauer . 
Rathbun 


te 


DYMO AA ert te 


CREW 12 PLANE 31220 


Lt GH Steussy 

Lt F C Petrdii 

Lt H J Leech 

Lt A J MacAllister 
S/Sgt A Nocchiero 


¢/set C E McCutcheon 


Sgt J Greenwald 
Gaunce 


PLANE 31903 


nae ee ee 
Set ct ct ct 


gt 


‘nAMunnm 


| 


D Lobdell 

R Davidson 

C W Howison 
E C Montgomery 


B J Mancini 


Lt R D Fisher 
Sgt J Truscott 
Cpl =z 

Sgt 4 


Fitzroy 
5 Longenecker 
Carty 
Set E E Postel 
‘cet J J Good 
gt G A Benedict 
3/Sgt D J Bruns 
S/Sgt A B Roberts 
3/Sgt P K Trootschel 


52 PLANE 97621 


Lt J P Gibbons 

Lt KR Dykeman 

Lt E M Johnson 

Lt S B Blakeman 

T/Sgt C V Roberto 
Arnold 
Spragg 
sttus 
Buschmeicr 
Bayer 
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ROSTER OF CO. NAL MISSION JUNE 1944 (CONTD) 


CREW 20 PLANE 31708 


Capt R V R Monrad 
Lt E R Williams 

Lt G E Bonitz 

Lt DL White 

T/Sgt H J Hendricks 
T/Sgt D A Lynch 
S/Sgt E D Medhurst 
S/Sgt C L Grimes 
S/Sgt WV Lombardi 
Lt M G Hudak 


CREW 2) PLANE 32015 


Lt i G McCoy 

Lt P E Kohler 

Lt L A Daniel 

Lt J H Hood 
R Loomis 
L Terrell 
W Cassles 


25 PLANE 97126 


Lt R Cumming 

Lt J J Williamson 

Lt Y G Goodwin 

Lt © G Shively 

T/Sgt L Doyal 

S/Sgt C W Barr 

S/Sgt I Golden 

S/Sgt A A Young 
S/Sgt W C Wheeler 

Sgt E T Giard 


CREW 66 PLANE 102598 

Lt R J Schomp 

Lt H C Preher 

Lt R W Culwell 

Lt H & Newell 

T/Sgt J P Hunter 

T/Sgt E J Hadke 
S/Sgt J Koselino 

S/Sgt E E Flood 
S/Sgt WR Hogan 

S/Sgt A J Malaney 


eal ofl o4 


. Townsend 

D J Maddrea 
A Sachs 
C Arnold 
J Foulds 


co 
eq 


OHO 
A Pe 


AG Langhoff 
R KM Norman 
s/ sgt J J Selvonis 


CREW 63 PLANE 37936 


Lt E 4 Wolf 

Lt ER Sennedy 

Lt D L Thompson 
S/Sgt WH Frederick 
T/Sgt G & itowe 
T/Sgt F J Sattler 
S/SE Karnis 
S/Sgt W J Howard 
S/Sgt E Lazarchik 
S/Sgt R 4 Stachel 


CREW 33 PLANE 31895 


Lt K J Anderson 
Lt D E Salmeier 
Lt B H Olson 
8/Sgt H R Schrecengost 
S/Sgt RK H Harknett 
$/Sgt T & Porch 
Sgt WF Nanasy 
Sgt G F Murasky 
Sgt G E Moore 
Sgt T Wich 


CREW _77 PLANE 97154 
Lt EI Neu 

F/O W & Thornton 
Lt B Hufsey 

Lt 0 F Mills 

Sgt AE Vacco 
Sgt D A Scott 
Sgt M F Gates 
Sgt W E Sorter 
Sgt C T Rye 

Sgt A W Garocau 


CREW 36 PLANE 97065 


Ww Cafferty 
A Lyons 

O Knauff 

C Springer 

sarsini 
mt F Duhig 
g Wilcox 
Sgt L E Nunnery 


CREW 74 PLANE 106986 


Major MC Fuller (C) 
Capt # C Forsythe (P) 
Lt LE Coleman (CP) 
Lt R E Miller (a) 
Lt D B Fox (B) 
A Vance (R) 
R Hellen (£) 

E Symington(BT) 

2 © Dobbins (Ra) 

& A Skapin (Ly) 

7. 0 4% Harris (TG) 

Lt Rk E Battista (N) 


LANE 97673 


Lt R 
Lt A B Goldberg 
Lt E T Kearney 
Sgt UJ O'Connell 
Sgt J F Brody 
Sgt G Wi Parsons 
Sgt W Ake 
Sgt O A Marks 

Sgt T H Puckett 


8 June 1944. 
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Operational Narrative of 12 June 1944, Mission 
SUBJNCT: Report of the Operations Officer, Mission of 12 June 1944. 
100TH BOMB GROUP 


1. General Narrative: Thirteen aircraft including one spare aircraft, 
departed this base in formation at 0500 - 0509 nours. By 0546 hours the group 
had formed over Splasher #6, at 12,000 feet. The 100th Bombardment Group flew 
as the high group in the 13th "B" Combat Wing, which was the second wing in the 
3rd Bomb Division. 

The group formed quickly over Splasher /6, proceeded to Buncher #11 to 
meet the 390th lead and low groups. ile kept visual contact with these two groups, 
finally forming the wing over the North Sea at 51 58 N, 02 32 EB at 0635 hours. 
With the wing already formed we proceeded to cP #1, 10 minutes late and 13 miles 
south of the briefed CP #l. We cut off the briefed CP in the wing assembly line 
to gain the lost time. We got ta Clacton six minutes early at 0722 hours where 
we did "S"ing to loge time to get in proper position in the combat division. We 
made landfall at the enemy coast at CP 72, 4 miles left at 51 09 N, 02 44 BE, at 
0742 hours, five minutes early. ‘e proceeded along the briefed course turning three 
miles east of the briefed TP at 0750 hours at 50 55 N, 03 29 H. At 0800 hours we 
intercepted the turning point at 50 2, N, 03 35 EB. We turned late at the IePe, 

49 56 N, 03 26 BE at 0808 hours. From here on we did not follow the briefed with- 
drawal. The lead group did not turn to the target with clouds covering the target 
but rather turned to a northwest heading. At 0820 hours we intercepted 50 10 N, 

03 15 BE. All this time tie wing was trying to locate a target of opportunity, 
with our high group following the lead group all along the route. At 0834 hours 

we encountered sume flak in St. Qmer area of 50 26 N, 02 50.E. At 0846 hours 

we, still following the lead group, intercepted a turning point at 50 44 N, 02 12- 
E. At 0@49 hours the lead group started for home after dropping their bombs. ie 
were at 50 50 N, Ol 58 E at that time, still trying to locate a target of oppor- 
tunity. Our group got too close to Dunkirk at 0855 and lost two airplanes by flak. 
We made landfall on Mglish coast at 0916 hours at 51 05 N, 0115 E, Over base 

at 0950 hours, and landing at 0953 - 1004 hours. 


2. Aircraft Not Attacking: Thirteen aircraft including one spare aircraft, 
departed this base in formation ag shown on the attached chart marked "AFTER AS= 
SEMBLY", Thirteen aircraft were dispatched. None attacked. 

Aircraft $42-107211 returned early, leaving formation at 0640 hours, over 
51 52 N, 03 00 W at 21,000 feet. Bombs returned. 

Aircraft #2-37800 returned sarly, leaving formation at 0730 hours, over 
51 30 N, O1 40 EB at 21,500 feet. Bombs returned. 

Aircraft 442-37601 and #42-97883 were hit by flak over Dunkirk, 
two aircraft salvoed their bombs am three ships (#42-102598, #42-97126 and jfi,2- 
107007) in the formation dropped bombs on them, at 51 03 N, 02 20 B, at 0855 hours. 


3. Lest Aircraft: Two. 

Aircraft #42-97883 was hit by flak over Dunkirk at 0855 hours, setting 
the #4 engine on fire. Last seen at 0905 hours with the right wing on fire, 
near the A engine. Latest report is that the pilot and two gunners were picked 
up in the channel. No other information available. 

Aircraft #42-37601 was hit by flak ever Dunkirk at 0853 hours, setting 
the #, engine on fire. This aircraft was last seen going dow, out of control 
with the wing broke off near the #4 engine. Five to six chutes were s<en to open; 


53% 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


ROSTER OF COMBAT CREWS ON 


CREK_7 PLANE 107211 


P Lt C C Gustafson 
CP F/O M J Nemerowski 
NH Lt NL King 

B T/Sgt 
R T/Sgt A G Trebnik 
E T/Sgt MW Holditch 
BT S/Sgt J G Kromer 
Rw S/Sgt F A Caldwell 
im S/Sgt SA 

1G S/Sgt # R 


CREN 8 PLANE 107137 


Ewing 


P Lt C § Harding 
CP Lt B D Wilson 
N Lt T P Hunt 


B T/Sgt J L Craven 

R 1/Sgt T D Miles 

E T/Sgt NA Fike 

BT S/Sgt N D Puller 
RW S/Sgt L J Henderson 
LW S/Sgt YH Peck 

TG S/Sgt C R Harnden 


CREW 9 PLANS 978 
P Lt ¥ F Terminelio 
CP Lt J Trapnell 

N Lt SJ Gillison 
B Lt F A Rubick 

R T/Sgt L wijada 
E 1t/ mr R L Heger 


F Dottoviano 


Kagmierski 


CREA 11 PLANE 97883 


Lt EB P McKeague 

Lt FA Ritter 

Lt S M Leuros 

T/Sgt EB Peters 
T/Sgt WH Allen 
T/Sgt G H Penman 
8/Sgt J L Swafford 

s/Sgt R A Gallagher 
S/sgt A M Hudnall 
s/Sgt JS Pelligrino 


CREW 17 PLANE 31986 


Lt F J Herres 
Capt F H Mason 
Lt A F Ringhofer 
Lt B E Conover 
t/sgt RR Malgrew 
T/sgt J A Morrow 
s/Sgt D B Barnes 
s/cgt AR Main 
$/Sgt N J Nesser 
Lt EH Fehrenkamp 


CREW 19 PLANE 37601 


Lt J F Ryan 
Lt J H Tobicayk 
Lt H J Chorpenning 
t C S McGinty 
L Sherback 


OPERATIONAL MISSI 


CREW 33 PLANS 6089 


Lt J B Noble 

Lt GC Malcom 

Lt R W Barry 

Lt J L Eppendorf 
T/Sgt R F Ellis 
S/Sgt A L Roberts 
S/Sgt C J Slaght 
T/Sgt FP Cruz 
s/Sgt F B Swartz 
s/Sgt WP McHally 


wa 33 PLANE 102958 


F/O AD Elbel 

F/O T D Taylor 

Lt J M Gladden 

Lt R D Fisher 
T/sgt F J Truscott 
T/Set EB T Gehrman 
$/Sgt A F Whitten 
s/Sgt R E Kauffman 
$/Sgt W Stommes 
S/fgt D0 E Walton 


CREW 34 PLANE 102657 


Lt J E David 

Lt J # Simmons 

Lt T J Stokesbarry 

t+ & J Mikol 

t/Sgt H J Hendrickson 
t/Sgt F Barili 

¢/Sgt J M Roberts 
S/Sgt W & Potter 
s/sgt P K J Hahn 
S/Sgt F J Waldschmidt 


Lt K J Dille 

Lt J L Passerino 

Lt J k Cooper 

Lt VJ Perez 

T/Sgt LM Kirby 
T/Sgt G A Baytos 
3/Sgt A J Arreola 
e/Sgt J R Pendleton 
s/cgt A Stankovich 
$/Set NO Berger 


CRSW_56 PLANE 107007 


Lt H W Dickert 

Lt VG Keilholtz 

Lt A W Spahr 

F/O J A Bryce 
S/cet ME Sweeney 
3/Sgt R J Levin 
Sgt D L Humphrey 

Sgt E S Collier 

Sgt KR B Patterson 
Sgt « B Shipman 


CiSw_58 PLANE 37800 


Lt E Zapf 

Lt 4 v Lawson 

Lt J R Townsend 

Lt F D Chapin 
T/<gt J Rodemich 
T/Sgt C Koger 
s//sgt F A_lobello 
s/Sgt G E Anderson 
S/Sgt C J Grolinski 
s/Sgt R D Kreitser 


12 June, 1944 
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1. General Narrative: Thirteen aircraft includi 
arted this base in formation at 0355 - 0404 hours. Me 5d 
oup had assembled over base at 12,000 feet. The 100th "B" Group fle 
high froup in the 13th Combat Ving. 


For route flown refer to paragraph: #1 of the Operation 
Narrative for the 100th "A" Group. 
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crossed Engl 
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ation as s 1 t marked "APTER ASSEMBLY" 
were dispa ed. 
lighteen aircraft attacked the target. 
Aircraft #4.2-31987 due to engine trouble, 1 
hours late). 


Lost Aircraft; None. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


Q 
~o 


Or aw = 
3 


at 2 


=| 
QQ 


ps 


oO 'U 
~~ 
& * 
Q 4 c 
* < 1% 
t 


>) 
t 
ecacceece 


Qyswwx 
PMWM at 


=.2i 
w 
ps 
a 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


two spares 


O51, hours, t! 


Group flew as higt 
wing in the Third Bomb 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


¢> 


artis 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


DRIVEN OFF BY ESC 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


aivitu 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526_ 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


aircraft 


formation at 0825 - | iours \ 15 hours 
at 12,4 E 


first cont 
was mM 
three min 
at 1104 
countered 
to avoid 
area four 
Bomt wer 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 
~, PNP ieee, 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


4 


Capt Jehn A Harrison 
lst Lt Ernest (MMI)AT™ 
lst Lt. Sel S Kranzler 
S/Sgt Talmage t 
tM Myers 


Carleten © Brown 
roert D Fern 
ancis 2 Gardew 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


2ad Lt WilliagaA Li 
T/Sgt Laverne Dietric 
T/Sgt James E Maris 
T/Sgt James E Eckl 

3 Sgt Harre 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 _ 


ta wae Siw Sean Sint om 
ute to our Air force th ry € 


i bad weather fronts. We saw multitudes of allis 


4, vy ™ 4 ok 4 om Th. RAP 
saded in every direction. The RAF was 


erican planes. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


g 


irecte 
6,000 feat—-how ire the fi 
aven flier over the intercom system. 
Steff Sergeant Gallgher, the 2 


ir speed indicator read 305 miles an hoi r, 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


to open—-I gue ss I times it 
i, whose wife , Mrs Beatrice L. fcKeague, lives at 5U 


arents are Mr. and Urs, 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


old phonograph with some fox trots from the early twenties, 


ceeded to show the girls some jitterbug steps. "Ah, Jazz." they 


I guess it's the only English word they knew. They liked it so mu 


ted we have some kapusga, which is a concoction of cabbage, gravy, a 
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LT. COL JEFFREY a SOLDIER*S LT. COL. JEFFREY SHAKIN’ HANDS WITH 
MEDAL ON T/SGT ER T/SGT JAMES AFTER PINNING ON 
SOLDIER*S MEDAL 
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PFC, We. K. COPELAND AFTER RECEIVING 
THE SOLDIERS MEDAL WHICH WAS PRE} 
SENTED BY LT. COL. JEFFREY 
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AN EIGHTH AAF STATION, ENGLAND= MEMBERS OF A 

GROUND CREW ARE CITED FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE OF 
DUTY IN KEEPING THEIR FLYING FORTRESS OPERATIONAL THROUGH 
FIFTYeNINE BOMBING MISSIONS DURING WHICH THEIR P 
NEVER HAD TO TURN BACK FROM A TARGET FOR REASONS 
MECHANICAL FAILURE, ABOVE, LEFT TO RIG Ts MASTER 
SERGEANT RAY C MORTON, CREW CHIEF OF TROY AND MOSCOY 
IDAHO; STAFF SERGEANT SURAH G WOODARD, OF POF 
ASSISTAND CREW CHIEFs CORPORAL 

AHOSKIE, N. CAROLINA, CRE 

LT. COLONEL THOMAS F JEFFREY, 

COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE EIGHTH AAF 


T? WHICH THE SR9UND CREY MEMBERS ARE 
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TAXIING ACCIDENT ON JUNE 29, 1944 INVOLVING A/C #42-97090 
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THE NEW BAR AT THE OFFICERS* CLUB WHICH HAD ITS OPENING 
IN JUNE. 
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1 June 1944 
June 1944 - 


Instructions have b 
phlets or any other thing which would 
joining county, are prohibited. In addition, no clippi 
litary operati nay be sent. The "Stars and Stripes 
e mailed intact, however. 


By order of Lieutenart 


Captain, Air 
Adjutant. 


ACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 


tain, Air Corps, 


udor Puppy. 


r Station Fire 
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Thursday, 2 June 1944 - lst 
Friday, 9 June 1944 - Capt 


n Franklin § 
VeMail. using 
must be written in the 
To expedite deliver: 
right-hand corner 


then 


= 349th Bonbardment Squad 
rt - 350th Bomb Squadron 


fter the form is folded), 
p (6¢) may be placed in the u per 
ant Colonel JEFFREY 


INFORMATION 


Lady", starring Lucille Ball an 
hours in the EM Combat 


aé 


General Protestant 
Jewish 


Friday Evening Servic 
"Buffalo Bill", featuring Joel Mc Crea 
1 At 1300 and 2000 h 


and Maureen O'Har 
irs, Saturday, 10 June 1944, in the 2 


nt 
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STATION #139 
Saturday 10 June 1944 
OFFICIAL 


Saturday, 10 June 1944 - lst Lt Edward F. Kibble - 456th Sub Depot 
Sunday, 11 June 1944 - lst Lt John R. Olson - 419th Bombardment Squadron 
Monday, 12 June 1944 - Captain Malcolm y. Clouter - 350th Bombardment Sq 


Gas Alert. Monday, 12 June 1944 is Gas Alert Day, Gas masks vill be carried 
by all personnel from 1300 hours to 1700 hours. Masks will be worn a ijusted 
to the face from 1400 to 1439 hours. 


The Station can be kept clean only if everyone coop 
The stress of work makes it ispossible to furnish < 
and do similar jobs, You can do the trick by plac 
rette butts in containers, and by picking up pape 
and whenever you see it, 


Captain, Air 
Adjutant. 


Captain, Air C 
Adjutant. 


man Catholic Mas 0900, 1100, 


General Protestant Services 1000 ard 1330 hours 


Lost. Carbine, serial number 243047, at Enlisted Men's Consolidated Mess Hall. 


Sinder please return to Pfc HENRY C. YOUNG at 349th Squadron Orderly Room, 


Movie. "Buffalo Bill", starring Meureen 4 and Joel McCrea, will be shown 


1300 and 2000 hours, today, Saturday, 10 June, in the Ei Coubat Mess Hall. 
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RESTRICTED 


AIR FORCE STATION NO, 139 
9 


Spocial Orders } : 8 Jume 44 
Number.s....155 ) 


1. Cpl Herold L Gary, 18192881, 418th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS for app 
two (2) days, WP via Rall and/or oi a te Hq & Hg Sq, AAF Sta 103, 
ofa 8 June 44, for purpose of appearing in Boxing Show. CTRS-« 


If Govt Billets and messing facilities are not availeble, reimburse- 
ment to EM while travelling and while at TD Sta is atzd, in accordance with 
Polioy 30-1, Ha» USAsF, dd 9 Now 43, a/r not to excecd two (2) dollars per day 
for subs, and s/r not to exceod, two (2) dollars per day for qrs. TONT. TDN. 
FD 60-136 P +32-02 & 0425-24, (iuth: TWX Hq Srd Bomb Div U-288-Y 7 June 44,) 


2e Sgt Russell L H Abel, 33339814, 35lst Bomb Sq, is red to the gr of 
Private, for cause, eff this date. (Auth: AR 615-5.) 


Se. UP AW 9 & 10, appendix 1, Manual for Courts-Martial, 1ST LT Ji.MES B 
GALLAGHER, 0568239, is sptd Summary Courts-Martial Officer of the 456th Sub- 
Depot (Cl 1), in addition to his other duties, 


4. Tho foll named EM, orgns indicated, are placed on Sp Dy with Station 


Gunnery s 
418th Bomb Sq 
T Sgt Dewey Thompson, 54316103 


349th Bomb S 
T Sgt Charles W Lynch, 11111928 T Sgt John R Gonsel, 39453431 


Sgt Bernard J McDermott, 32416254 T Sgt Richard D Schad, 32474040 
350th Bomb Sq 

Sgt Archic K Holladay, 34382632. § Sgt Robert N Goodman, 17151842 

Sgt Jemos E Morrison, 54437763 S Sgt James L Yarnall, 33244262 

Sgt Relph T Graham, 37658528 § Sgt Walter A Sohmeidey, 31186361 


S6let Bomb § . 
Sgt Dorsett C Bennett, 19064200 f det Hugh A Smallwood, 34262101 
Sgt William Eresman, 12093970 gt Loren G Johnson, 36277737 


s 
Sgt Louis Black Jr. 20921246 Sgt William W Wright, 34595750 
Sgt Virgil H Warders, 37248757 Sgt Newman E Garmon, 34703173 


5. 1ST LT ROBERT H WILLIAMS, 0567101, 35lst Bomb Sq, is placed on DS 
for app one (1) dey, WP via Rail ofa 8 May 44 fr ALF Sta 139 to London, 
RUAT 63 Brooks St, for purpose of COCO. CTRS, 


0 will contact Billeting 0, CBS, 8 N'iudley.St., who will provide 
Govt billéts, Govt messing facilities are available at Grosvenor House, and 
44 Grosvenor Sq. TONT, TDN, FD 60-136 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auths Ltr Hg 
ETOUSA 24 May 44.) : 


‘ Ke. 
6. The foll named EM, 35lst Bomb $q, are reld fr & reasgd Sp Dy as 


indicated; 
. ELD SD 4 REASGD SD TO: 
Cpl Donald G Whitbeck, 32490636 see T285th UP Co 


Cpl Donald W Anderson, 16010683 1285th ip Co Mess 
Sgt Marvin L Milliken, 35331326 Mess Salvage 
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RESTRICTED 
ALF Sta 139, APO 559, US Army, 8 Juno 1944, Cont'd; 


7. The foll named EM, 36lst Bomb Sq, are promoted to grades indicated 
(Temp), off this deta; (uth; 4R 615-5, ) 


o Be Staff Sergeant ft i To Be Sergeant 
Sgt Woodrow W Watson, 34 Cpl Brooks W Parker, 18056908 


8. The foll named EM, 349th Bomb Sq, are promoted to grades indicated 
(Temp), off this’ dates (Auths AR 615-5.) 


To Be Techn: cal Sergeants 
Sgt Albort S Prince, 2usHeTe 8 Sgt Joseph A Lucas, 17159504 
Sgt George L Sherback, 13083279 Sgt Marvin F Fenner, 16060081 
To Be Staff Sater ants 

Sgt Walter Wittondorf, 3286441¥ > Sgt Jomm A Zaher, Jre 15377367 
gt Jack Gobin, 31542577 Sgt Herman FP Herhamer, 16075091 
Jemes F Hoaly, 32783181 ‘ Sgt Harold R Whipple, 33589121 
Archie J McParland, 36417760 Sgt Elmer J Andersen, 39698527 


' 


By order of Lt C¢l JEFFREY’ ° 


HORACE L, VARIAN, Jre, 
Captdin, Air Corps, 


OFFICIAL: ies 4 tye os -- Stetion Adjutant. 
HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
Captain, Air Corps, 
Station Adjutant. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCE STATION NO, 139 
APO 559 


Special Orders ) 
Numbere.se.156 ) 


l. Extracted. mdon. ) 
2. Extracted. (EM DS RAF Sta Hampstead, Norris.) 


$s 1ST LT HINSELL W RAMSEY, 0566479, 418th Bomb Sq, is placed on DS 
for app one (1) day, WP via Rail ofa 9 June 44 fr AAP Sta 139 to London, 
England, for purpose of COCO, CTRS, 


© will contact Billeting 0, CBS, 5 N Audley St., who will provide 
Govt billets, Govt messing facilities are available at Grosvmor House, 
and 44 Grosvenor Sqe TONT, TDN. FD 60-136 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auth: Ltr 
Hq ETOUSA 24 May 44.) 


4, The foll named O's & EM, 350th Bomb Sq, are placed on DS for an 
indefinite period, WP via GMY o/a 9 June 44 fr SAF Sta 139 to 95th Bomb 
Gp, for purpose of COCO. CTRS. TONT. TDN, (Auth: Ltr Hq ETOUSA 24 May 44,) 


iST LI EDWARD P NOORDYK, 0805964 1ST LT JOHN R CREIGHTON, 9812952 
1ST Lf ERWEST AlTA, 0812531 T Sgt Norman L Brown, 32549370 

S Sgt Gilbort L Langdon Jr. 12120620 § Sgt John F Himpel, 17127755 

S Sgt Jamos & Meado, 18162297 S Sgt Francois R Gardner, 31295413 
T Sgt Roy W Byers, 6998810 


5. UP 4R 600-68, the foll named EM, 1776th Ord S&M Co, are awarded the 
Good=Conduct Medals : 


S Sgt Reymond 4 Bowmen, 34197991 Cpl &lphonse P Miceli, 328357777 
Woodrow D Livingston, 39831884 Scsvi@pl Boyd W Watkins, 34612627 
Anthony J Werner, 32814052 ‘Cpl Charles E Wright, 32751323 
Mahlon R Gustin, 35091159 T & John G Budka, 35255343 
Donald Marchese, 36718380 T 5 Clanton 0 Tucker, 34588439 
John Wf Roberts, 31323976 Pfo arthur J Tacconelli, 33053201 


6. UP 4R 35-520, Par 3, CAPT THOMAS H WEDIN, 0560457, AC, is dotailod 
as Cl "A" Agent Fin 0 to CAPT JOE ISAACMAN, FD, ADO, AAF Sta 139, for paymunt 
of BM of 549th Bomb Sq, not in excess of $4,000.00 for the Supplomental P/R 
for the Mo of May 44. 


Te Cpl Donald G Whitbeeck, 32490636, 35lst Bomb Sq, is red to the er of 
Private, for cause, eff this date. (Auth: AR 615-5.) 


8. Tho foll namod EM, 349th Bomb Sq, are promoted to the grade of 
Technical Sergeants (Temp), eff this date. (Auth: AR 615-5.) 


S Sgt Lawrence & Robbins, Jr. 31208343 * "S Sgt Déniel B Greene, 34537395 


9e 2D LT ALEXANDER MARUCHESS, 02045261, AC, is reld fr dy in & asgnt 
to 418th Bomb Sq & reasgd to 350th Bomb ‘Sqe * 


s 


10, Extracted. (Award_of Badga, Driver & Mechanic.) 
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SO 156, Hq AAF Station No. 139, APO 559, US army, 9 June 44, Cont'd: 
eT a st ttn Ho, 159, APO 559, US army, 9 June 44, Cont'd 


ll. The foll nemed EM, having been asgd this Sta, are further asgd to 
orgns indicated, (auth: Par 4, SO 159, Hq AAF Sta 112, 29 May 44.) i 
eet ote 
4SGD TO: 
Sgt(748)Gordon D Henerson, 39279377 349th Bomb Sq 
Sgt (748 William Stommes, 37546832 350th Bomb Sq 
Sgt(748)Joseph S Pellegrino, 32782989 349th Bomb Sq 


12. Cpl Derre} Wf Tracewell, 19135325, 456th Sub-Depet (Cl 1), is placed 
on DS for app two (2) days, WP via GuV ofa 9 June 44 fr AAP Sta 139 to AAP Sta 
119, for purpose of carrying out the instructions of the CO. CTitS, TONT, 
TDN. (Auth: Ltr Hq BTOUSA 24 May 44.) - 


By order of Lt Col JEFFREY: 
HORACE L. VARIAN, Jr., 
Captain, Air Cr PS» 


OFFECIaL: j J : ‘ i Station Adjutant. 
i fur b 741M Is 
HORACE L. VARIAN, Treol . 


Captain, Air ‘Corps, 
Station Adjutant, 
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Numbereeee.l59 


le Tho foll nan 
to orgns indicated: (iuth 


omb 


2ND LT DONALD 4& WATERS, 0759742 2i 
1ST LT ALFRED Wf SHEAREX JR. 0733477 2 
gt Paul (tMZ) 4nnin, 13171103 (748) s 
gt (612)andrew Chienis, 39576644 $s 
Sgt(757)Bert D Pollock, 13129124 s 

349th Bomb 
BERT L SCOTT, 0757398 P, 
25 
s 
s 
s 
b 


a mw 
‘a % 2 FS n 


py 


PL 


4UGUSTUS C CARAS, 0710228 
48 )Lloy yd Bef faltbia, 18193937 


tad oad S 


al 


num 


N felon, 38364859 


351st Bom 
WILLIAM B KENNEDY, 0756257 yi = T 


JOSEPH T CARLIN, 0710229 
57)Norman § Edwards, 14108405 ant a8 iat art B Re 
2)Charles H Boyd, 39573532 2)William H Murphy, 3f 
Charles J Porter, 33522891 48)Elmer L Kovach, 3740 

349th Bomb 
2uD LT LESLIE R ROEDIGER, 075560 it NN { SHOP, 0819734 
2uD D LT JOHN D CakPENTER,O7086]4 : RICE H TUNNICLIFF, 0761340 
S S Sgt (748) De oe Cross, 14101655 )Charles H Garberogli 
3 gt {612 )i eri Crowner, 36872627 748 )Danic % J sulliv Zi é 
falter 4 Stone, 31265642 748)Alvy L “lashington, 39293407 


rs 
Cl en ° a 


omrnp 
=<0 


wANM Pp 


350th Bomb Sq, are red to tho gr of Pr 
(Auth; AR 615=5,) 


Sbaugh, 33505637 her 4 Wise Jr. 14138990 
J Tyrrell, 52726 17 


further asgd 


aot : 
Ly8, vi 
"1600 ire ae 


0564973 8th Bomb Sq 
0566830 349th Bomb Sq 


tuct Billcting BS } audley Ste, w 
messing ft ities are availeble 


95..9 
teU-Gie 
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HRADQUARTER S 
OME FH HDPEDT BO RARDMENT GROUP (H) 
Office of the Operations Officer 
APO 559 
6 June 1944. 
GkOUND TPAINING FOR NOW<OPTRATIONAL CREVS FOR WeDWESDAY, 7 JITE 1944. 


PRS SUB.ECT PLACE INSTRU TOR 
Crews 26827 -29—45 -16-55-56-57<41 -32 A/c Reeog. 45 Gunner s Locker Bldg Capt. Bowers 


Crews 26-27 =29-45 -46-55-56-57-81-82 Flek ™ : ° Capt. Arick 
Crews 26=27=29-45—46-55-66=57251<82 avel fecognition : = ® Capt. Arick 


PO & ARO of 26<27=29-43-46-55-56=57-81-82 Radio Raiie School Capt. Lash 
Nav. of crews listed above Navi cation Navication Room Capt Pusalacchi 


P,C ,H,R,AR Of 26=27=29eh5—46=55=56=57=8 =82 Radio Radio School Capte Lash 
Crews S-13<22=25-37-49-50 Wedical #5 Gumers Locker Bldg Capt. Hardy 


P,C ,N,R, aR of GB a4 Om BR—42 @ 64-20 Radio =xam Radio Schoal Copte Lash 
Plane Fm. t 349th “ng. “hop Capte Herlihy 
° ” ’ 360th Eng. “hop Capt. Blaser 
SGlst Kng. Shop Capt. Carlton 

418th Ene. Shop Capt. Clift 


Gunners Lock r Skig Lte miter 
Radice School Capt. Lash 


‘lister Hanger Lt. “catee 
oe ” o 
* a ° 
. J . 


By order of the Commerdi ng Officer, 
JOHK BR. KIDD 


Lt. Col., Air Corps 
Operations Officer 
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RS OME eT 


CP,M,R of 21-22-25-26=25=28 <2 7=61 ~62 63-64 =85 =66 


Radio %peretors of crews listed above 


Crewe 21-22<25<24-25~6] -62~3=f <86 


CP,N,N,AR of 0-40-42-64=20 


Neve & Bomb. of 21+2%<23~24025-26-27-61-62-6 ~h 6h 66 
s ) nore “Or s of crews listed above 


P,CPH,R of 29050=35=34-36-74 75 <6 =? T= 132 79=80~ 21 - 82 
tadio Operators of crews listed above 

50=56 

Bomb 


Of 29-30-35 <34~-356<74-75 - B77 ea? 
radio 


.)peratore of crews listed ebore 
rewe S+15=22-25637=4 965) 


By order of the Commanding ©fficer; 


~%<-81<42 
Radio 


Medical 63 


BOP (W) 
fficer 


wE 1944. 


CRIECT 


Mistress 
Padi oa 


ro. Teat 


raval 
thotos 
aio -xam 


Recognition 


3=2 (Tt) 
Radio 
rhotes 


Nawal 
Photes 
tadio 


eco¢nition 


Distress Test 
tadio 


Photos 


TOe 


Trai nese 
” 


vain 
hote 


not 

Tacio 

Jain Prie fing 
Radio Sch ol] 
Photo Lab. 


Yave. © om 
Fadio Sch ol 
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iT? we 
PEPE ROWREPPYe apoPP (i) 
\ffice of the © erations -fficer 
APO 559 


P2RSO L 

P,CPE,R of 2Gei0~5 @34-36=74 7 5=7 nT ToT mT BoB S182 Tigtreses Pro. Test Main frie fing * 

2mi Padic Operators of crews listed above Radio ation ‘e) cel 
CP_n_R.AR of 1246 Sadio Awan. alio school 


? ee 
Crewg 3O« '5eS4ek 6a Th oT hn Tin TT 7 B79 eID “eval Slecornition an triefine 2m 


& Ponb, of 285005 $34e5 6-74 = Tho Th oT 727 Be? Ce Ie 82 Se2 {T) favication Room ‘ar Johnson 


uve 
ooh 


lat Patio Irerntore of crews listed above Radio 
a2 (P) #2 


D,CE,U,R Of Cla? 2923-24 26-26 9. 7-6) 62-8 64 - 65-66 istress ro. Test 
2p? Tadio %perntors of crews listed aiove Redio 


rews 2 l=?Z2e23=24-25=6]-62<G5 064 -fb-6F Nerval Kerognrition 


Hav. & Bomb, 9° 2]=22025=24—25—26<27-6)] -62-65-04 -65<66 Se2 (7) 
let Vacio Overaters of crews lieted above Helio 


oR B. YT 
Lt. Cole, Air Corps 
Opern ions Offi-er 


1-36: 0 
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‘ TRADQUARTER | 
"E NUNDDEDTH ROVBAR MENT ChOUP (#) 
Office of the Opera tions officer 
APO 559 
APOITT) TRAINING SCHEDITE FOR NOMSOPER! TIOWAL CHIT WOR TUESDAY, 15 JUNE 1944. 


ated 


NEL 3H J: CT 


P,cP,? oR,AR of ¢ Se eee vadio 


Pomd. of crews 46-42-67 Bombing #1 
Crews 4=6=42=67 Feuipment #1 


P,CP,™,B of 46042267 Flyin: Control #1 
RO & At of 4=6-42-67 radio 


Crews 4-°=42 67 Air-Sea "escus 


Crews 4<€-42-67 Airmanship #1 


Crews 4~-6<42-7 yunner y gt 


NB, EM of crews 4-6 Traine rs 
N,B,EM of crews 42-67 " 


Commanding (Officer; 
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or ITWNPLOTH 8 WBA! Howeyeyr ten Tp (} 

rice of the Op@w ations > ficer 
APN 559 


TE FOR OPFPR 


—-- 418th Squatron --- 


J 


We 83-91 ng ine eri ng 
T8e 7 90 A0— 8] 8208 5-84 FE @ Phe = 91 Naval Recornition 
. Of Mahe? 7a7 8-79-80 a8 =! 2~ 85-54 


85-88- "S-9) 
pera tors of crews listed above 


--~ JSlst squadron --- 


pabe Of 4905 1e62=54 $1 58-57659-59~-6 eb] -62=65 m2 (PF) Fevigatim 4oo 
o ‘per ators of crews listed above Redi Ratio School 


£0001 682 Sh 5 = 5657 56 5 Se iN] = 62-65 ‘Teval Recognition Mein Grief 


Lao a5 Se! 65 Taf Om) 1LeG2<65 ng ineering 


JOHN 3. 
Lte Col., Alr Corps 
Qpera'ions officer 
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15 June 19 


ee ed 
19.4% a! 4oF8~70 


| t=] GAR nt He SP 00 
> Of Safin” ~67 
RO of 4@S=42-67 


, 
aw. GF tateadle+7 


~1Get % £ fof eA 


on, R of An Owes 44a GB WEG 
Amt aA of 7 

S fala) fm] Ge G7 45 wo hd of Jef Be fD 

rews 4efe] a] Sed lad Sadiaf Taf tof 


yf 1 Sels 
we of 45-44 
if 6B-fS 


sre BL KIDD 
Lt. Cole, Air “orps 
Operations Officer 
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ffice o 


84—I9— 91 


Yperators of crevs listed sbove 


aa 


Sf The Ta 7 Te 7 Se PIR F ek Leh 2a a a Rt @ 


351 at Scudron 


2 Of 49e81-52054-S5=f 6572585 RE Om 
$1262=63 
Nav, of 49051-5254 oS Saf 6-57 ab8—59e6 061 6 2=65 = Navigation «vigation 2 
2nd imdio Ops. of 49=51-52=54<55<56-57 =58-59-"0—~ adio miio Sehoel 
fl=62-65 
2 Of 49651852 - 84-5 5 56—5 7-58 =59=i~ m2 (7) ‘av, Room 


6le2 =65 


Hay. om 
By orter of the Comerding Officer, 
IOMN A, KIDD 


Lt. “ole, Air “orps 
perations officer 
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Crewe | 9-1) 5<26<52-68<49 
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HEADQAR TE? S 
OvE HUMPREDTY BOMBARDMEMP GROUP (#) 
office of theoperations °fficer 
APO 559 
18 June 1944. 
Pop MONDAY, 19 JtUwY 1944. 


360th Squadron 


TIM PERS ONL SUBINCT AC! INSTRICT R 


z es 
0200 -.1000 Wav, & Bombe of 25-2 7=28=29=5 WS 5- 54-555 7938 ~5 F40—4 1-42 Se2 (T) Nave Roam Capt. Arick 
0900 - 1000 2nd Re lio Operators of crews listed above Radio Radio School Capte Lash 


1000 = 1190 P,cr'.B of 252 Te 2B? FeSO 3 S=34-5 G5 T-Sh oS GAM 4 1o42 A.F.C.’ Hovie Gunnes Locker Bidg Capt. viller 
1900 1100 let Radio Operators of crews listed above Radio Radio School "apte Lash 


1100 = 1290 crews (less ‘av.) 25-2 Ta 2 le? G5 0e5 5054-55-35 7-58-35 G4 0-4 19-42 Medical Movie Gunners | ooker Bldg “apt. Stover 
1100 - 1200 Nav. of crews listed above Navigation Nevigation Room Lt. Gunter 


349th Squadron 
P,CP,B of 2aSeatahnG-7e8—\= 100] l-12-15-14-1 S1 be A.¥.C.E. Movie Gunners Locker Bldg Capt. Miller 
lst Radio Operators of crews listed above Radio Radio School Capt Lash 
Navigetors of crews listed above Navigation Wavigation Room Capt Dishion 


Crews 2<3-4-5-607= 9=9-100] lel 21 S=14-1 16 Medical vovie Sumners Locker Sidg Capt Stover 


Eeve & Romb. Of 2=$-4-5=6<7-8=9e10011-12<135-14-1 16 S-2 (T) Favigation Foom Sant Arick 
ant 


Ist Radio Operators of crews listed above Radio Radio School Lash 


By order of the Conmanting Officer; 
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413 BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON HISTORY 
JUNE, 1944 

THE MONTH OF JUNE 1944 HAS BEEN ONE FILLED WITH GREAT OFFENSIVES 
AND EVENTS. OF MOST IMMEDIATE INTEREST TO US WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE 
GREAT INVASION EARLY ON THE MORNING OF JUNE 6TH. THERE WERE MANY 
OTHER THINGS TOO, ANYONE OF THEM WORTHY OF OUR INTEREST. TOWARDS THE 
LATTER PART OF THIS MONTH THE RUSSIANS BEGAN THEIR MASSIVE ATTACKS IN 
WHITE RUSSIA. IN THRBE DAYS THEY HAD ROLLED THE GERMANS BACK ONE QUARTER 
OF THE WAY TO PRUSSIA. ON THE EVE OF THE INVASION GENERAL MARK CLARK'S 
TROOPS TOOK ROME IN ITALY. THE GERMAN RETREAT HEHE CONTINUED SO THAT 
BY THE END OF JUNE THE FIFTH ARMY WAS HEADING FOR LEGHORN AND FLORENCE, 
WITH THE EIGHT ARMY KEEPING PACE. JAPAN WAS BOMBED BY B=29'S. ADMIRAL 
NIMITZ*S FORCES LANDED ON SAIPAN ISLAND, 1900 MILES FROM TOKYO, IN 
BURMA GENERAL STILLWELL'S MEN ARE FINDING TOUGH GOING AT MYITKYINA. 

IN ENGLAND, THERE WERE SEVERAL VERIFIED REPORTS OF THE APPEARENCE OF 
THE SUN. 

SOMEHOW ALL OF THIS NEWS, ALL OF 17 VITALLY IMPORTANT, SEEMS UNREAL 
TOLUS.PERHAPS THIS IS BECAUSE MANY OF THESE EVENTS HAVE LITTLE Ie 
MEDIATE EFFECT ON OUR DAILY LIFE. 

EVEN THE GREAT INVASION ITSELF, AFTER ITS INITIAL FEW DAYS, DID NOT 
GREATLY CHANGE OUR ROUTINE. LONG BEFORE "D DAY" OUR GROUP AND SQUADRON 
HAD BBEN VERY BUSY BLASTING GERMAN COMMUNICATIONS. NIGHT AFTER NIGHT 
THE C.Q.°S IN ENGINEERING, COMMUNICATIONS, ARMAMENT RECEIVED NOTICE 


OF STANDBY ALERTS, MEANING THAT AT ANY BOUR OF THE NIGHT THE AIR= 


CRAFT MECHANICS, RADIO MECHANICS, ORNANCE AWD ARMAMENT MEN WOULD SHAKE 


THE SLEEP FROM THEIR EYES AND HEAD FOR THE LINE TO MAKE ONE LAST 
THE PLANES HAVE BEEN CHECKED BEFORE, BUT NOTHING MUST BE LEFT TO 
PRIOR TO THE INVASION NO 24 HOURS WERE TO BE HAD. SOME DEPARTMENTS 


COULD NOT SPARE THE MEN. 
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ON THE NIGHT OF JUNE STH THE CREW CHIEF OF THE RADIO MECHANICS, 
T/SGT JOEPH DUNGY, RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO HAVE ALL 1.F.F. SETS 
SAFTY WIRED IN THE OFF POSITION, ALL V.H.F. SETS TO BE SAFTY WIRED 
TO THE RECEIVE POSITION EXCEPT FOR THE LEAD SHIP. THIS WAS THE TIP 
OFF FOR MANY OF YS. THE RADIO MECHANICS HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY TOLD 
THAT WHEN THIS ORDER CAME THE INVASION WAS.ON. THAT NIGHT THERE WAS 
LITTLE SLEEP FOR THE ARMORERS, ORDNANCE AND ENGINEERS. THREE MISSIONS 
WERE OFF BEFORE THE REST OF THE BASE HAD WAKENED. ALL THREE MISSIONS 
WERE TO THE ENEMY COAST. FOR THE FIRST MISSION OUR SQUADRON FLEW 
THREE SHI?S. THE NEXT TWO TOOK SIX AND ELEVEN AIRCRAFT RESPECTIVELY, 


NINETEEN AIRCRAFT FROM OUR SQUADRON ALONE. JUST A FEW MINUTES AFTER 


THE LAST ATTACK, THE FIRST OF THE LANDING CRAFT TOUCHED DOWN ON THE 


BEACHES OF NORMANDY. RETURNING CREW MEMBERS EXCITEDLY TOLD THE WAITING 
MECHANICS OF THE MANY MANY SURFACE CRART CROWDING THE CHANNEL, OF THE 

LONG PROCESSION OF TRANSPORTS TOWING GLIDERS, OF BATTLESHIPS STANDING 

IN AT CLOSE RANGe WITH THE LONG TONQUES OF FLAME FROM THEIR MAIN 

GUNS SHOWING VIVIDLY IN THE HALF LIGHT OF THE EARLY D@WN. 

THAT MORNING THE PERSONNEL OF THE BASE SEEMED TO GATHER WHEREVER 
THERE WAS A RBDIO. WE LISTENED FOR NEWS REPORTS AND WATCHED UNEASILY 
THE RAPIDLY CLOUDING SKY. AN OVERCAS T SOON HOUNG LOW OVER THE BASE. 
WE FELT SURE IT MUST BE OVER THE BEACHEAD TOO. IT WAS. SEVERAL 
DAYS LATER REPORTS WERE RELEASED TELLING OF HOW HIGH WINDS AND SEAS 
IN THE CHANNEL AT ONE TIME HAD UNLOADING 24 HOURS BEHIND SCHEDULE. 

THE NEXR DAY OUR PLANES WERE OUT AGAIN. THIS TIME TO NANTES. TEN 
OF OUR PLANES PARTICIPATED. THE STRIKE REPORT CAME BACK "SUCCESSFUL". 
JUNE EIGHT SAW FOUR OF OURS ATTACKING TOURS, AGAIN WITH SUCCESSFUL 
RESULTS. BY THIS TIME THE ATTENDANCE AT THE SCHOOLS AND TRAINERS WAS 
ALMOST NON-EXISTANT. MOST OF THE CREWS WERE ON THE ALERT OR TRYING 


TO GET SOME BAD NE \ HER WAS UNFAVORABLE FOR FLYING 
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BUT THIS DID NOT rREVENT SEVERAL MISSIONS GE11;i1NG TO THE SCRUB STAGE. 
VERY RARELY DID THE CREWS GET TO BED BEFORE 2300 HOURS. THREE BOURS 
THEY MIGHT BE HAULED OUT OF BED FOR BRIEFING. BY THE TIME THEY HAD 
COMPLETED THE MISSION AND HAD BEEN INTEROGATED AND HAD CLEANED THEIR 
GUNS IT WAS WELL INTO THE AFTERNOON. SLEEP WAS DIFFICULT WITH ALL THE 
EXCiTEMENTOF THOSE OPEMUNG DAYS. 

WHILE ALL THESE IMPORTANT THINGS WENT ON, THE LITTLE THINGS THA® 
MAKE THE LIWE OF THE SQUADRON WENT ON ALSO. ON JUGE 10TH WE CHANGED 
FIRST SERGEANTS. IN THE SAME ORDER IsT SGT. JAMBS BIGGS WAS REDUCED 
IN GRADE TO PVT AND ON THE NEXT LINE PROMOTED TO S/SGT. ON THE SAME 
ORDER PVT. DAVID F. COX WAS PROMOTED TO 1ST SGT. SGT. BIGGS WENT ONTO 
LT MILLER'S CREW AS NAVIGATOR@GUNNER. WE OUGHT TO DO WELL WITH DAVE. 
HE 1S AN EFFICIENT MAN WHO REALIZES THE EXISTENCE OF MORE THAN ONE 
SIDE TO A PROBLEM. ONE OF HIS FIRST STEPS WAS TO | TAKE CHARGE OF THE 
DUTY ROSTERS WHICH HAD BEEN FORMERLY HANDLED BY THE DEPARTMENTS. CHIEF 
AMONG THESE WAS THE SCHEDULE FOR INTERIOR GUARD, FOR BOTH THE LINE 
AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL. THERE IS A APPRECIABLE DISTINCTION 
HERE. THE ENGINEERS, ORDNANCE AND ARMORERS SUPPLY MEN TO GUARD THE 
PLANES AT NIGHT. THESE MEN STAND GUARD IN THEIR REGULAR WORK UNIFORMS 

iMPEDIMENTIA OF GASMASK, CANTEEN &C. THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
SCHOOL, SUPPLY AND SQUADRON PERSONNEL STAND GUARD AT THE PLANES TOO 
BUT MORE FORMALLY. THEY MUST WEAR CLASS A UNIFORM WITH LEGGINGS AND 
HELMET. THE DUTY OF THESE GUARDS IS TO SEE THAT NO ONE COMES PROWLING 
ABOUT THE PLANES. THAT ANYONE APPROACHING THE DISPERSALS OR FUEL DUMPS 
MUST GIVE THE PASSWORD OR BE BRUSQUELY TOLD TO GET OUT OF THERE. THE 
TURN COMES ABOUT EVERY TWENTY DAYS WHICH IS NOT EXCESSIVE. GUARD 15 


2100 
PULLED FOR ONE FOUR HOUR SHIFT, EITHER FROM $@P@ HOURS TO 0100 HOURS 


OR FROM 0100 HOURS TO O500 HOURS. WE PREFER THE FIRST SHIFT FOR IT IS 


STILL LIGHT AT 2330 HOURS. THEORETICALLY YOU STAND ONE OF THESE SHIFTS 
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AND THE NEXT DAY SHOW UP FOR WORK AS USUAL. HOWEVER IF POSSIBLE 
THOSE THAT STAND THE 0100 TO O500 SHIFT TAKE THE MORNING OFF. PROB} 
ABLY WE ARE SUPPOSED TO CATCH.UP ON SLEEP THE NIGHT BEFORE. HOWEVER 
MOST BARRACKS HAVE A NOISY CARD OR CRAP. GAME OR BULL SESSION GOING 
UNTIL 2300 HOURS. 

MID JUNE SAW CPL MANLEY IN THE ORDERLY ROOM GET HIS SERGEANCY. 
HE DESERVES }T FOR HE 1S A GOOD WORKER. THE CONSTANTLY STATUS OF THE 
OUTFIT DOESN'T SIMPLIFY HIS WORK. A REVIEW OF THE DUTY ROSTER SHOWS 
NEARLY EVERYDAY THAT SOMEONE IS GOING ON B.S. TO SCHOOL OR BEING 
TRANSFERRED &C. JUNE 1STH ALSO SAW THE DEPARTURE OF ONE OF THE FEW 
REMAINING OF OUR ORIGINAL COMBAT CREW FROM THE STATES. S/SGT JOHN 
L.OLSON WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE 452 BOMB.GROUP, A NEW OUTFIT IN 
NEED OF GOOD EXPERIENCED RADIO OPERATORS. OLSON WAS WITH US BACK 
IN THE FOG BOUND DAYS AT WALLA WALLA AND THE ISOLATED DREARY WINTER 
MONTH AT WENDOVEXFIELD UTAH. HE CAME OyER AS AN ASS*T OPERATOR, BUT 
SOON CHECKED OUT AS A FIRST. THAT LEAVES T/SGT. JOE EIGEN AS THE LAST 
OF OUR ORIGINAL OPERATORS. 

DESPITE THE MANY MISSIONS IN JUNE, THE LOSSES OF THE 415TH WERE 
SLIGHT. THIRTEEN MISSIONS WERE FLOWN WITHOUT LOSS IN JUNE. THEN ON 
JUNE 18TH R.W.G. T/SGT. GEORGE JONES WAS SLIGHTLY WOUNDED DURING THE 
RA'tD ON BRUNSBUTTELKOOG. THEN CAME THAT ROUGH RAID ONJUNE 21ST TO 
"BIG B" SEVEN OF THE 413TH PLANES FLEW ON FROM BERLIN INTO RUSSIA. 
OUR OTHER PLAWES RETURNED, SOME TO OUR BASE, SOME TO FRAMGLINGHAM. ON 
THIS RAID CAPT. GORSKI, OPERATIONS OFFICER, WAS WOUNDED AS HE FLEW 
AS CO=-PILOT. THE REASON WHY SOME OF THE PLANES WENT TO FRAMGLINGHAM 
WAS THAT EXTENSIVE REPAIRS WERE BEING MADE ON THE PERIMETER TRACK BY 
A HARD WORKING OUTFIT OF NEGRO AVIATION ENGINEERS. AS LONG AS THERE 
WAS LIGHT THEY WERE OUT THERE LAYING AN & INCH LAYER OF CONCRETE ON 


TOP OF THE EXISTING PERIMETER TRACK AND SOME DISPERSALS. THE TRADOK 
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REALLY NEEDED IT. DOWN AT THE END OF OUR LONGEST RUNWAY WERE POT- 
HOLES A GOOD 10 INCHES DEEP, iF A PLANE RAN INTO ONE, IT COULD 

EASILY BLOCK THE WHOLE PERMIETER TRACK UNTIL ENGINEERING COULD HAUL 
IT OUT. A DELAY SUCH AS THAT CANNOT BE TOLERATED IN THESE DAYS OF 
PRECISION SCHEDULES AND DEFINITE FIGHTER RENDEZVOUS POINTS. CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM CLIFT, OUR ENGINEERING OFFICER, WENT TO FRAMLINGHAM WITH A 
CREW OF OUR BEST MECHANICS TO SERVICE THE SHIPS THERE. 17 WAS ON 
RAIDS FROM HERE THAT CREW 85, LT. GEORGE L. ROTH PILOT, AND CREW 76, 
LT. KENNETH . HOUGHTON PLOT, WENT DOWN OVER FRANCE ON JUNE 24TH AND 
JUNE 29TH RESPECTIVELY. 

ON THE MORNING OF THE BERLIN RAID WE HAD AN ACCIDENT ON THE #O REM 
PERMMETER TRACK THAT KEPT LT. MARUCHESS, NAVIGAROT OF CREW 74, FROM 
TRYING OUT HIS ABILITY TO ACT A RUSSIAN INTERPRETER FOR OUR C.0., 
MAJOR FULLER. CREW 74 WERE IN "895 IN DISPERSAL 48 WAITING FOR THEIR 
TURN TO SWING INTO THE COLUMN OF SHIPS THAT TRUNDLED ALONG THE TRACK 
TO THEIR TAKE OFF POSITION. T/SGT J.EMRICH, THE RADIO OPERATOR, TELLS 
HOW APPARENTLY THE HYDRAULIC SYSTEM OF A PASSING PLANE LET GO. ITS 
WING TIP STROOK THE NOSE OF *895 CAUSING IT TO SWING ARROUND AND 
END UP HOPELESSWY LOCKED TOGETHER. LUCKILY THERE WAS NO FIRE BUT 
NEITHER CREW WENT TO RUSSIA THAT DAY. CREW 74 WERE DISAPPOINTED. 

HAD ACTUALLY FORGONE A PASS TO MAKE THIS TRIP. WHEN A CREW TURNS 

A PASS IN FAVOR OF A MISSION, YOU KNOW ITS SOMETHING SPECIAL. IN 
THE BOMB BAYS THE SHOPS CARRIED BELLY TANKS OF P=38'S WITH FUEL FOR 
THE PeS1 FIGHTERS WHICH WERE TO ACCOMPANY THEM ALL OF THE WAY. THIS 
SYSTEM RAN INTO ONE MISHAP, THE VENTS IN THE TANKS WERE SMALL. WHEN 
THE PLANES LET DOWN FROM ALTITUDE, THE PRESSURE WITHIN THE TANK 
COULD NOT ADJUST ITSELF FAST ENOUGH AND SEVERAL OF THE TANKS WERE 


CRUSHED, 
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FOR ABOUT A WEEK THE BASE REMAINED INOPERATIVE WHILE THE 

ENGINEERS WORKED ON THE PERIMETER TRACK. FROM H.Q. CAME NOTICE THAT 
COULD TAKE OFF ON 48 HOUR PASSES UNTIL MONDAY, JUNE 26. THAT 
FRIDAY AFTERNQ@ON IT SEEMED AS IF THE CAM® VIERE EVACUATING. FROM ALL 
AREAS CAME A STREAM OF MEN GOING ON PASS. THEY WAITED BY THE MESS 
HALL FOR THE "G.1.TAXI" WHICH TOOK THEM INTO DiSS TO THE STATION, 
AT FIRST MANY HEADED FOR LONDON. BUT WHEN THEY RETURNED AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE WE REALIZED THAT THE FLYING BOMBS WERE NOT A JOKE FOR AT 
THAT TIME PRIME MINSSTER WINSTON CHURCHILL HAD NOT YET RELEASED 
ANY INFORMATION ON THEM, THEIR EFFECT OF THEIR TARGETS. THIS NEWS 
SPREAD AND MANY OF THE GANG HEADED {NTO NORWICH OR CAMBRIDGE. 

BY THE TIME EVERYONE WAS BACK FROM THESE UNEXPECTED BUT MOST B 
WELCOME PASSES, THE BASE WAS OPERATIONAL AGAIN AND THE PLANES HAD 
RETURNED FROM FRAMGLINGHAM. ON JUNE 30TH OUR COMRADES WERE STILL IN 
RUSSIA. WE WERE CONCERNED ABOUT THEM FOR JERRY CLAIMED TO HAVE 
BOMBED THEM ON THE GROUND, 

SO BY THE END OF JUNE THE LIFE AT THE BASE WAS GOING ON MUCH 
AS EVER. SOMETIMES IT SEEMS DIFFICULT TO REALIZE THAT ONLY A FEW 
MINUTES FLYING TIME WNWAY OUR COUNTRYMEN ARE FIGHTING IN A HARD, DIRTY 


AND BITTER SERIES OF BATTLES WITH THE GERMANS. 


/ 
{ 
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LIST OF RAIDS IN WHICH 415TH SHIPS PARTICIPATED DURING THE MONTH OF 
JUEN 1944, 


2 JUNE 44, SECRET, FRANCE, RESULTS UNKNOWN, 36 OFFICERS AND 54 E.M, 
IN 9 ALRCRAFT PARTICIPATED. 


JUNE 44, PARIS FRANCE, RESULTS UNKWOWN, 12 OFFICERS AND 13 E.M. 
IN 3 AIRCRAFT PARTICIAPTED. 


JUNE 44, BOULOGNE FRANCE, 35 OFFICERS AND 48 E.M. IN 8 AIRCRAFT, 
RESULTS SUCCESSFUL. 


JUNE BOULOGNE AREA FRANCE, 32 OFFICERS AND 43 E.M. IN 8 AIRCRAFT 
RESULTS SUCCESSFUL. 


JUNE 44, FRENCH COAST & OFFICERS AND 12 E.M. IN 3 AIRCRAFT. 
RESULTS SUCCESSFUL 


JUNE 44, FRENCH COAST, 24 OFFICERS AND 36 E.M. IN 6 AIRCRAFT. 
RESULTS SUCCESSFUL. 


JUNE 44, FRENCH COAST, 44 OFFICERS AND 66 E.N. IN 11 AIRCRAFT. 
RESULTS SUCCESSFUL. 


JUNE ,44, NANTES FRANCE, 41 OFFICERS AND 60 EM IN 10 AIRCRAFT. 
RESULTS SUCCESSFUL. 


JUNE 44, TOURS FRANCE, 15 OFFICERS AND 24 E.M. IN 4 AIRCRAFT. 
RESULTS SUCCESSFUL. 


JUNE 44, FRENCH COAST 


JUNE &4, LE CULOT FRANCE, 36 OFFICERS AND 54 E.M. IN 9 AIRCRAFT. 
RESULTS FAIR. 


JUNE, 44, WILSTER GERMANY, 20 OFFICERS AND 30 E.M. IN 5 ALACRAFT. 
RESULTS GOOD. 


JUNE ,44, BRUNSBUTTELKOOG GERMANY, 44 OFFICERS AND 66 E.M. IN 11 AlRe 
CRAFT. RESULTS ? T/SGT. GEORGE JONES SLIGHTLY WOUNDED IN ACTION 


JUNE 44, FALLERSLELAN, FRANCE, 40 OFFICERS AND 60 E.M. IN 10 AIRCRAFT. 
RESULTS FAIR. 


- IN G AIRCRAFT. 
R, SLIGHTLY WOUNDED. 


JUNE 44, BERLIN GERMANY, 36 OFFICERS AND 54 E.M 
RESULTS GOOD. CAPTAIN GORSKI, OPERATIONS OFFICE 
SIX SHIPS FLY ON TO RUSSIAN BASES. THESE WERE 
CREW 75, 1ST LT.J. SCHWANK PILOT; CREW 78, 1ST LT. J FARGHT PILOT; 
CREW 83, LT. RICE PILOT; CREW 87 LT KINCANNON PILOT; CREW 89 1ST 
LT LISCHER PILOT AND CREW 90 LT EVANS PILOT. 
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01031020, 2110th Eng F/F 
Rail fr AAF Sta 139 to} 
Yorkshire, RUAT to S/Ldr Brooker prior to 1600 hrs 


of attending course in Fire Fightingg CTRS, 


for actual and necessary expenses will be pai 
44, TONT, TDN, FD 600136 P 432-02 4 ( 
Div Y-475-C 13 July 44,) 


he foll named Officers, 349th Bomb Sq, are placed on DS for app 
days, WP Rail fr AAF Sta 139 to Curzon St. Cinema, RUAT 1500 hrs 


44 


44, for purpose of attending monthly conference of P/i Officers. 


CHARLES W TERRY, 0566890 - 2D LT GLENN R 1 


O's will contact Billetin; 0, CBS, 5 N Audley St., who will pro- 
vide Govt billets, Govt messing facilities are available at Grosvenor House 
and 44 Grosvonor Sqg TONT, TDN, FD 600136 P 432-02 A 0425-24, (Auth: AP ilemo 
45-2 11 April 44.) 


3, Par 9, SO 188, this Hq cs, is revoked, 
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REW YY-94 (FD333id/16212 AP=26/26 TO: 349th Bomb S 
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rder around ultranari 
authorized by WD HM 
June 44 & ltr 


LT WILLIAM F TERM 

LT STEWART J GILLISON, 
Louis Quijada, 39693435 
Thomas & Palmer, 16119225 
George J Hartos, 322435936 


T AUSTIN F ) 349 aT RE MILLER, 0696125 


JURTON 


s Sgt Jo Snith, 1 
ynond J Sgt Salvatore J ir 5 


LT NEAL ? 
LT FREDERICK R 336 92E i z HAPT? O8 76424 
Robert L Moc} 50659 r Ss G ii 64535133 
36616615 


MeADTT 


L 


Ii Blume, Ure, 327697%35 
R Tirrell, 11047020 


S Set 
pp two (2) d 


bursement fo 
accordance with Cir 63 EBrouUSA 4 TONT, TDN. 60-136 


(4uths Ltr Hq ETOUSA 24 


Pfc thur 
i 


initec per 
e 
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Special Orders 
Number e....200 


3 . PAC iLF 


as indicated, 


Michael J 


Paul J Whitu 
gt David A Woinke, 
Sgt Glenn 4 | 


> 


ey i 


~ 


Bonicoro, 


ny 


Alphonsus C 4puzzo, 


lph L Swinchart, 


rles 


: + v2 ot 


we 


AWnwANAMnNRANANYE 
ee | 
ee 


Cj 


9138919, 


121 


imthony Petruccello, 32273319, 
Edward C Collins, 31297208, 1776th Ord Sew 
Robert L Everhart, Jr., 34 

Radoscovic, 3f 
arks, 3431150¢ 


32952690, 


MN ME 
mH 


wt) 
ee 


anno 


1 en OH 


md 


en en 


R Chancecy, 


none 
YM HON WW PY 


mee ee ee he 
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h J DelVecchio, 
ard {, DeRome, 3 
d O Desrosicrs 


ror) 


hn 


ed ee ee ee 


39458432, 416 
1, 552865175, 
zie, 33734079, 4luth 3 
Mollett, 35209055, 413th Bomb 
M Mora, 38352317, 
yd L Yolson, 392514¢ 
Jom Odoll, 34145013, 


dc 
Poz 


0 09 


ski, 33526 
ard M Solan, 323923 
M Welch, 31115074, 4 


wood, 13153 


a 


OO ho tO ty 
a a 
oa 


ead 
a Q 


+ 
@) 


iur R Woodgate, 


tot 


fiers 


Young, 39612 
maum, 12191325, 


CS 


™~ 0% fo 
t 
ooo 


«“ 


20 © 


350th 


ae) 


¥ 


+g toe 


Oh 0 & 0 


PRR RP PrP eR RR RP Pe ee 


lecio Ge 


Pedro L Garza, 
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2¢ 


6122, 


oO 


jalkcr, 131 


v 


— 
lanl 
a2) 


3 


1 Lindbeck, 
iorke, 


4aXC 


é 
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special Order 


s ) 
HNumbereeeses.201 ) 


1, The foll named 0's & EM, 349th Bomb Sq, WE 
seven (7) days, including travoel-time, fr AAF Sta 
Sury of COCG, CTRS, 


WILLIAM 

GUSTAV A VERI 

Herman F Horhamor, 16° 
Prince, 2 


‘D LI GORDON K BOWEN, 0815062 
; LT ANTHONY J GiLLEGHER, 0754330 
gt Jack Gobin, 31342577 
3 sph J Lucas, 17059504 
Walter Wittendorf, 32564411 


rvAdY 


Wr nanrwrn 


nw 


Reimbursement for actual and necessary exponse 
accordance with Cir 63 ETOUSA 44, TONT, TDN, 60-136 Pp ¢ 


24 1 AA 


(Auths Ltr Hq ETOUSA 24 May 44, 


2, 1ST LT JOHN R JOHNSON, 0683825 st Sq, is placed on DS for 


app two (2) days, WP Rail ofa 28 AF Sta 139 to Hq 8th AF, RUAT 
Major Stewguaart, for 


Reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses will be paid in 
accordance with Cir 63 ETOUSA 44. TONT. TDN, 60-136 P 432-02 A 212/50425. 
(Auths VOCG Hq 8th AF 26 July 4.) 


3. Par 13, SO 193, this Hq es, is revokcd. 
Per 4, SO 200, this Hq es, is revokede 


5. The foll named 0's & EM, orgns indicated, are authorized to wear 
1/8 inch gold border sround ultramarine blue patch background for Aviation 
Badges now authorized by WD Memo W600-15=43 dd 20 Feb 43, (i.uthy TK De65119 
Hq 8th sAF 18 June 44 & ltr Hq 3rd BD dd 23 June 44, Subj» Lead Crew Patch.) 


349th Bomb Sqs 
ST LI WILLIAM F TERMINELLO, 0677319  2ND LT MELVIN L KODAS, 0503 
2ND LT STEWART J GILLISON, 0708811 2ND LT FRANK A RUBICK, 0681 
1ST LT JAMES H MADDOX, 0700109 Sgt Russell L Heger, 1706 
T Set Louis Quijada, 3969343 Sgt Robert J Hanser, 3579 
S Sgt Thomas 4 Palmor, 16119225 Set George J Hartos, 3224 
350th 3 
UST LT AUSTIN F DUNLAP, 0422843 : RAY E MILLER, 0696125 
ST LT BURTON S FOX, 073282¢ ST I xY TENNENBAUM, 0814444 
LT DEWEY H NELSON, 35 Set dc Smith, 18151601 
19152705 


> 


aQnaoow 
~ 


Can  @ 0% 
ror) 


OA & & 


“ AWK 


T Sgt Raymond J Junion, 3 606 > Sgt Molvin H Patton, 
S Set Norman R Buchanan 76073518 Sgt Jack Bourne, 53409182 


ERICK D CHW.PIN, 0676424 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


tirkpatrick, 


ior caus 
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/ * 


1813179: 
chans 


cated, arc 


(6) 4 3 sive of trav VP Reil fr AAP Sta 


Coursée 


ily 44— CT 
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30185 
36671777 


0723206 
36887128 
liichols, 364355522 
sx V Runyan, 37347330 


&leo, 335 
a] R Carr, 


p1(748)Junisor A Lamborson, 336( 


O: S5ls 


EDWARD J & 
RUSSELL E McKITTER 
4 Fillion 0 Reetsz, 36% 
S Sgt Martin J Porno, 


Reimbursement f 


accordance with Cir 63 ETOUSA 44 
(Auths Ltr Hq ETOUGA 24 May 44,) 
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SFBCliaL Saivive Mss 
e¢**ew ec bee KR ee HK ¥ 


atin ROE 0 te Ge at AS RAP RM PO i inves oe 
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-RED CROSS “ CHAPLAINS @. 
P Lorner ¥ 


ee Be eKR eR HR EHR He RE 


zee KR HR HRA KR K HH eR EH 
see ununenagr eR Ee he ee ER eK 
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Unit Commanders is directed to USSTAF Hegul 


June 1944, which sets forth the procedure of 


The provisions of this Regulation 


Inspector will 
each Friday 


aptain, Air Cor 
Adjutant. 


Softball << Jinuond #2 


Jetachment -vs~ ll4lst QM Co 


ny »vse 35l1st Bomb Squadrc 


own canteen cup. 
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The following r 


ersonnel; 


sates Lane, Watford 
ence, Old Weston Road, Winwick, Huntingdonshire 


he Vesicant Detector Paint on all vehicles on the Station must be repai ited 
of July 1944. All Vehicles which have not had this done 
) the Station Chemical office er white circle has bes 


inted. This will tic 


> willing to sell will contac 


order of Lieutenant Colonel JEFFREY: 


RACE L. VARIAN, Jr, 
ain, Air Corps, 
Adjutant. 


Roman Catholic 


arker fountain pen wi 
Trainer Bld 


1 Orderly R 
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AAF STATION #139 
Thursday 20 July 1944 
OFFICIAL 
Officer of the Day 
jay, 20 July 1944 = Captain colm W. Clouter — 350th Bombardment Sx 
y, 21 July 1944 - lst Lt Anthony J. Caporizzo - 351st Bombardment 


Unit Censors are again reminded that no signature is required on the outside 
of the folding, red-bordered V-Mail forms, Censorship stamp and signature 


are both required in the upper left corner inside, but only the stamp on the 
outside when folded. (Sec V, Cir 76, ETOUSA, 5 July 1944). 


By order of Lt Colonel JEFFREY: 


td one oI ne 
e VAF Jr, 


L 


sapt 


Chapel Services 


Roman Catholic Thursday - Holy Hour 1730 hours 
Friday - Novena 1825 hours 


General Protestant Thursday Evening Service 1830 hours 
Jewish ~ The Jewish men will be hosts this Friday evening at 1900 hours 
to the Jewish men from the AAF Station at Eye, Chaplain Whitney of Eye 
will speak at this service, 

Movie. Thursday, 20 July 1944. "Old Acquaintance", starring Betts Davis. 

Baseball, Friday, 21 July 1944. Station 134 vs Station 139. 1900 hours, 


A\* cntion Swimmers. At 1400 hours, 6 August 1944, the 3d Bomb Division swim- 

ing meet will get under way at the Municipal Swimming Pool in Sudbu- The 
llowing events are listed: 60 yd free style; 120 yd free style; 2... yd free 

le; 60 yd back stroke; 50 yd breast stroke; 180 yd medlep (3 man); 240 yd 
style relay (4 man). If you ave interested contact Lt Kaderli, SS Office. 
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Vi Le VARIAN, 


2 ae Be Bie Me | 
ana 


“no 
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ONE HUNDR<DTH BOMBARD uit GROUP (#) 
Offise cf the Operations Officer 
Ar0 559 
Gs FOR MONDAY, 3 JULY 1944. 
Si sat 


A/C Recopniticn 


Bosh cf 25=2G—30e 3 3394 Onda h2 8-2 (2) 
lst ii poretors af <5 2G 50m FQ 3m 39a 1 Oe Led 2 Radio 


2nd Radio Urerstors Of <Se2Dq 30 22-56 3 L0eLlehe Radio 


vagator Cp Smt 2 pm [Om 31 — 12 = 30m 59 LOL 1-42 Novication Criticus 


Zam Ln ee Le 1) Lim] PS 8-2 (T) 
EB Of 2a/ = ee 1 ea 16 1B 19 Be? 4 Hydraviie Switbh Trainine 
lo Operstors of Beha PeL0eLin16-12-19 Radio Ravte 


2nd Radio Operators of 2—4e6—G-]0]91 4-16-1519 Radio 
Navigators of 2=/=6-Q=10-i,=160i5=19 Navigat‘oi 


Crewe jebq16-1819 A/C Recognition 


Sy order of the Coun 


dOnh Be FA 
Lt. Gol., Air Corps 
Opcraticns Officer 


/ 
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ext GROUF (BR) Sd 


jperations %fficer 
+ 5K 


aY, Ath JULY 1944. 
: 1. BS 4 SUSTR A TOR 
Crews T7a20-"*1at ahh eeognition raining Bldg. 
Nav. & Bomb. ry Ten 10h Lah 208 fo ao] > Revigetion Boom 


ad | 
lst Radio Ops. of 74=' atio Jchool 
PEP, of The aT eek lL a8e BhwP SeF1 yiraulic Switeh Treinineg Blég. 
‘ 


‘ sCP,R,An f VTP mi Om tA aha ete 1 tee wity reinines Pad 


Navigators of 49=5le§20S6a5 a5 9ef/<f RaQ Vvigstion Cri‘icue vigvtion | 
and Racio Sperctors of 19ehleG2e5se57e5J—* Ta! faKF Radio Rafie “chool 


Wav. & Bocbs of /9eSle52e5ba57-e!Talfa!G cee (P) Nevigntsen Ro 
PAC? ,E of 19~ leh 2e ibe ae! ahe’9 B74 Hydraulic Siteh freining Bot 
ist Radio Operators of {Goi la§2ahe S72 7- he’ D Kecio aio Schrol 
PCP RAR of 49a51 620 be ee Ta taG Re‘fie Seeuri vy reining fri} 


Cres Kas Ia Ihr alQ iff Reeognition 'rsining Building 


of the Comm “ding Oflicors 


J0Hh B. TLD 
- Lt. C-l., air Corps 


4 Uperstions Officer. 
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ae 3 se) 
Boob off Inde Se Fel Lh-]G-liel? \t wi 
FOF Rl mig wpe) Dee ee Sel G ; 7 rad 


raticn Roe Japt. 
ing Building Japte } 


peeg Zeote cede} w]e fe) 


Sew, & Box. + 


Tadic oreters of 


© [Se 3Oe Fo Jie ed De Lo cn 
Sad Oe 5 40 ihe jo (Daw Loh 


Py? RAR cl 26e7Ge We 140 36-39- Omi lad 


Tess 24 he ee oe * 
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EA Ai TEES 

ONG HUNOR SH 50 BAP OMENT G’oUP (#4) 

Office of the Operctiors Ufficer 
APO 559? 


4, Inly 1944. 
GROUND TRATNING SCHEDULE FOR NON-OPERATIONAL GRuwS FOR @BONESDAY, § JTILY 


oe ee oe 2 


S-2 (P) #1 Trainin 


Redio 


Scuabirs 4 


P,GP,E,4B of 11-26-/5-t5 enginecring 
RO & ARO of i} 5 Radio 
Nav. & Bomb, of 11-26-7 =85 Nevication #1 


P,OF,8,B cf 11-26-75055 Plying Control #1 
BO & ARC of i1-ko-7L-65 
Crews 11-26-76-85 


Grews 11-26-75-35 


= 
1c Taoglaly 


NF ,Si of crews 11 & 26 : : Blister hangar 
E,3,*K of crews 76 & 8&5 t Blister Hangar 
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R,® 84 of crews % & 85 


"7 a 
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ae 


et. pee 
‘ad jee Gue ew} me 3 ee She Ye ST the od 1 T) 


ee ee) 


mee ee, ew ee 


ee 
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(RR Ne a nr rm me mn ce en ne 
=o Pelh gh ghpAR of 1 lathe M85 


° a/i yt pk erers Lle2Ge? £5 
1S AR & Lie?&-7 «-/* 
ave Of lie2i—-7-85 
igs S of lLie?6eTha85 
Le2beT <35 
jo 2be Pie BS 
i del be Pil 


jeolbe Pet § 


1S. 3 
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Ca ae 


ross Fle tlel leitel, 


if reo B 50RD, OO The Pie Te Tbe Meili indie Jeliotia js 
t= CoS] 
i i ist adie = rt above cress 


ple Sle 5 eS See hoe S Fe ie ee Cr Leh Se ~ (ft) 


atic 


ae |e a 
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10 July 1944. 


z, SiBJECT AGE __ INSTRUCTOR 
2 of The 75-76-77-78-T9-S0- 1 -82-83- $~2 (T) NavigatLr 3 3 Je 


zation Room Capt. Johmrecn 
Bm E 5a 83289 90~ S2. 

R,AR cf the crews listed above Radio Cap 
£4 TS Tm Tom | See Le 28 Fe Bh Se Radio Security 


Capt. 
30. 


P,CP,R,AR of 
Phetorcraphs 


German Paratroc 
Training 
3 76 and & Photographs 
Nave & Bomb. of 49=50=51-52-54—5 5=56=57=58=59-60- 3-2 (7) 
EL 0220 Be he ST OE OF 
R,AR of the crews listed above Radio 


FGF RAR of crews listea above Radio Security 


Grews 4Q=50= 515 cm the 5 555 Te 58-5 081-5 26 3—,— Gorman Paratroor 
Jae Training 


By order of the Coumanding Officcr: 


JOHN 8. KIDD 
Lt. Col., Air Corps 
Operations Cfficer 
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« 


HEAD WRTWS 
ONE HIDRAITH BOSBARDUE: 
Office of the Operations © 
APS 559 
11 July L94he 


tESDAY, 12 JULY 194. 


Nave & Somb. Of 2~3edaS-i~7~8-Sel Owl l-li-liel6-Liel9 3 2 Revi ation 


oon 
R,A of the above crerzs ladic Sch ol 


P,OP RAR of 2=3-5-7-f=%e13-Liel Training Swilding 


lrews 2 3-5e Tota Se] 3919 Training Duilding 


Nave & Doth, of 25626027=29= We 3203 j= Fhe Ihe Je lBe IG— 050 & 
(leh2 


Nevigation Room 


R,AR of the above crevs Radio Sch-ol 


P,GP,R,AR of 25=27=2%e3a3 7389/1 Training Building 


Crews 27a 2 Ge 320 Ihe Moo 37m 3b~ 3941-12 German faratroop 


Training Building 
Training 


By order of the Cormending fficer: 


JOHN». KIDD 
Lt. Gol., Air Corps 
Operaticam Officer 
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BA: RTS 
+ UMORiTH SOMBARDMENT GROUP (x) 
OfMice of the Operations °fficer 


Ft 85 
ar #55 


Ga0UM) TRALSING FG: F 


© 25a 2te Ie Se Kw Sle lo Bie Fie Ste Sie He 
blow igiete 
R, A of the above orem 
Pio? 8A Gf 2507s 2e hp Fie Bett 


Grome 77-29= We tie? Se" Heilei2 Sturn Paratrcop ‘ruining shoing Uuilding 


Bey, Ucb of (a ein ole Tobe elisllol =licloelicl? 2 (3} vigation Reor 
BR, 48 cf the abcws arexs nt Radto “skool 
Radio Sesuliy frainicg Puiliing 


jerman Perawroup troinisg Eratning PuiLiisy 
vue of the Commencing isues 


JAG B. LD 
bts Sel,, 4ir Corps, 
par ticss ior. 


= 


ibe die JY | 
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rows lheh lw oF 


Fgeh gi gt yah of 1 
. e 3 


Bie Of Und swiheS 


rews liedze <9 


. . 
-t. ol., 
porations 


13 8 
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, ‘ , 
of the Trarations “fficer 


arn +) 


Fr uD FS 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


0900 - 1100 


0900 — 1009 


1000 = 1200 
1000 = 1100 
1300 «- J 


1500 - 
1500 - 


1600 = 


QUARTERS 
TH BOMBARDHENT w (5) 
the Operations Officer 


Buv, & Boub, of 25—26-27<: Je 32- 3m} 5m 36m 3 Ta 3b IRL 40M 41 
lst Radio Operators of the above crews 


Grews 11876-85 ami crow (less ¥,B) 26 
and Radio Operators of 25=27=29=32=34a35—36=3 T= Ibu IP Ons 
Crews 2=3a4<5e607aSe=l0e] 3161S 1 


Hav. & Soub. of 2a 3am Sele Tafel Oe lla 13-16-1819 
ist Radio Ops. of the above crews 


2na Radio Gperators of Qa Paha taba 7aS—Llell=l3el6=-18919 
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IN TRIGTE 
. Johnson 
rapt. Lash 


: PLAGE aitecnnabenats 
Se2 (7) avigation Room 

tadio Radio School 

Raval Idebruction Training Building 
Rado Rediie School 

aval Instruction 


Se2 (7) Naviget 
Radio 


Radio adic Sche Sapt. | 


By order of the Commanding Offic r: 
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JOHN B. KIDD 
Lt. Col., Air Corps 
Operations Officer 


2 20 0 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


J . 1 
kite [Oleg Sir Corys 


perstiore Officer 


| a ee 
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HEADQUARTERS 
1 HUNDREDTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP () 
Office of the Operations Officer 


APO 559 
17 July 1944. 
LE FOR NON-OPERATIONAL CREAS FOR TUESDAY, ls JULY 1944 
Grews 14-42-66-92 
Navigators of li- 
P,Cr,R,AR of ore 
P,CP,N,B of crews 
99S 15820821 -30—59-90 


levigators of crews 15=20=2]=30=59=-90 


Crows 15-20-21-30-59%90 Airmanst f g 1. Bennett 


Crews 14-42—66-92 Equipment #2 t. Kordrum 
P,CP,N,R of crews 15-20-21-30-59-90 i é > Sehe Capt. Lash 
Bomb, of crews 15=20=21-30=59=90 Bombing Training | jing Lt, Milburn 
Crews 14-42-66-92 la Fomiliarization hor 

P,CP,N,B of crews 15-20-21-30-59-9 Flying Control 


N,B,EM of crews 11-42 Trainers 
N,B,EM of crews 66-92 ” 


By order of the Commanding Offic=r: 


. 
, 
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? G ? 


W EO 13526 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


> 


As 


siiees aide 
Office of the 0 


. Of crews 2-3-4-5-6-7-10-11-12-13-1613-19 


P,CP,R,AR of crews 2-3-5-7-12-15-19 Radio Security 


Nev. & Romb. of crews 25=26-27-2 9-32~34-35-35-37-38-39-40-41 sa2 (T) 


lst Radio Operators of the crews listed above Radio 


P,CP,R,AR of crews 25=27=2 jm 5455-35 7-38-41 Radic Security 


2nd Radio Operators of crews 25-26-27-20-32-54-35-56~57- Rad fo 
38-3 9=4 0-41 


By order of the Commoding Officer; 


TOUN R KIT W 
JOHN B. KIDD 
Lt. Col., Air Corps 
Yperations officer 


4 
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Saw 


4 — - ee 


8 


es a 82 

‘ 
«2 (T) 
adic 


Phew Pie “Tae Se Pee Oe Lo Rat je Sie§! = Se 


coe cae See ae ee ee 


wes Te et Lee etal FBG 
ae She 8 Tol eb labick Jobheb Jo) ie «- (7) 


I es es ee a ee 
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0 = OX CPN ,B Of crows 14-42085-9% 


3 = 1600 RAP of crews 14-42<6'= 4 


rows 15<2%-21-30-59-@ 


rews M4 -42- 


Crews Lda) fe Pe aS wheal Gel ie HF 


Crewe 14=42-6°=92 


Crewe Lb—20=-Z lei f- TF 


rowe K «] e200 «3 42 e5GH50- 00—82 
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HRADOUA RTERS 
OW FONDRETH ROMBARIECNT GeouP (H) 
ffice of the Speretions -fficer 
APO #559 


POR FRIDAY, 21 JULY 1944 © MNOH-OPHRATIONAL CHEFS 


SUBJECT PLACE 


R Of 16e20-21650-59-20 Radice School 


Wen ther Treining tuildine 
Topogrephy #2 cunners Briefing Room 


S-2 (P) #s 
Introductory 5-2 
Radio 


Crewe 15-2)<-21-50-59-90 
rews 14<42-86+92 


Treining Fuildine 
Navigation Room 
Radio Sento 


Trews LE~?20-21-30~59-90 
Nev, Bomb of 14-42-06~92 
of 14<42066-92 


P.cP ry 
“# ore 


Crews 158202] «36059890 
Mavicet ora of [401 %=04-92 


Gunners ariefing Room 
Navigation icom 


quipme mt #2 
Mevigetion #8 
K Airmnship #3 
Retie 


Training 3ullding 


B, Of 15-20-271-30-53-90 
: Radie School 


* 
ARO Of UB=2M= 21050-55690 


Plem "eme @ Ditching 
wo os i) 


$43th Sncinrering 


35 


Shist =." “3 . 
418th ‘pa? : 
tele Of Cres 59-90 
Ry order of the Commanding Officer: 


JOFW 8B. FIDD 
Lte Cole, Air Corpa, 
Operations Officers 
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THESTRUCTOR 


Capte Lash 


arte Tye 

Lite Shirley 
Cant, “overs 
Capt. Arick 


Capte Lagi 


Lte Yordram 


Capte Dusalacohi 


Col, Bennett 
Capt. ‘ash 


Capt, wsriihy 
Capte Mleser 
Cepte Cariten 
Capt. Clit 


Lt. ¥e ites 
” . 
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HEADQUARTERS 


ie EUMDROTS BOWRARDMEW?T GROUP (Ez) 
Office of the Sperations Officer 
APO 4689 


GROUND TRAINING SCHEDUL POR OPERATIONAL CREWS PR FRIDAY, 21 JULY 1944 


PERSONWEL SUBIECT _ PLACE INSTRUCTOR 


Rav, Bomb of 25826=2 %-32e83~54-5 5236-5 Ta Se5 GdOud] S-2 (T) Naviention Room " Capt. Arick 


PO, ARO of Crews listed above Radie Radie School Capt. lash 
All 350th Yembardiers ext Nose Cumrmrs Arga nt Gumvers Briefing Room Witehell 


P,CP,E, AR of 2h-20.54-55-57-358—41 Radio Security frnining Building le rmaconre 


May, Bomb of #& 5-4 &G-10-11-12-15~016-18~-19 Navigation Room ‘apte Arick 
Ist Redic Ops of erers shor Ratie Seimol Capte Lash 
2m? Radio Os of 2-%-4-f«10-llelzZ-13-1l6é-18-19 tadio School La gh 
All &9th Bombardiers ant Hose Gumers hmners Briefing Room Mitchell 


PCP ROR of 2n5=-5e12-15<19 Radio Sesurity Training Building lenra conm 


By order of th: Commanding Officer; 


dom B. KIDD 
Lte Cole, Air Corps, 
Operations officer.s 
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lister 


P Ww 3, KY 
« (Ole, Air Corps 
re ics frtcer 
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HRADOTART 


ITNDREDTH BOYBARDM 
Office of the Operations 
APO 559 


FOR HOWSOPERATT ON A 


Lt. Yordrum 


Capt. Arick 


Past Experiences 
Bull Session 


Ry order o° the Comma ing Office 


day a 
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23 
Sombardiers of 64 « G8 es 


y ordero® the Co m 


2743 
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Bah ToS Ges) G2 =65 a6 CoS 708 Saf £ 


SGaf Tah G=81 62-66 =f Gal 7=68 =CG 


” dee 
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dliarization) 


,CP,R,AR of 28<65-86<87 


rewsa 28-6465 <85<4 6.87 


Crew: 


rews 
ree 


8 


8 


A 
2? 865-8 =87 


SS 


PRafh 4-6 5~ "5 -% - 87 


8 


pos 


2 wh ahE = SS eGh 87 = 
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rain 
adio 
unns 


ing = 
»2 
re “rief. 


wearles 
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SO WL 
DS ae 
1l “ombteardiers not flying toubing (Techniques, 
s/c Pemijisrization) 
lonbe of 2Baba5-6-100l1<12-15-14-15-li=ld= S-2 (T) 
1 20-21 
ARO of the above crews 


Rob. Of 25e2be2Go50e52-355= 4-5 5-57-5895 9— 
40941042 

iombardie¢s not flying who missed morhing class 

. 


Se 


Of 26-26=29850a5 205 $08405 5-5 ToS Ge! 


04 1942 


f2te6 
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,OP,lpR,AR of 64 
rews 28065-96-87 


rew 33 
crew 64 
rows 28-85 <5 
mn OT > ae of 64 as 3 ineering 
OP, BAR of 6 Navigation #2 
Nave. of 64 83 avi cat 

OP W_B of 28-65086-87 {rmanship #2 
av eve nm 2 - — 
RO & ARO of 26-¢ 5-85-87 aci0 

ewe 28<64-65-93-86-27 roup Policies 


ey a a 
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ffice of the 


(oP SeSEab4af toGEa? # 


AR of 203G~54<5 
fers of 28a) febG—54 


28-6 b= 36-47 


Y BieS6—.. 4-6" 


oF EpebSe) debe 


rewe 2%=3f<e)4=58 


reve 2036-64-58 


oC P,", AE of Beh -BG= | 7 
> ‘ i wi ietiel? 


f 2 -36-54-58 
é if 2omEba86=87 


, , 
evicators of 28<29-56<4 -648-65<35—37 


oF a". 
#936255 ~58 


f 28h =9) 87 


Te DheGs ete G3 < 56847 
m schetuled for trainers 


cen iO 
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Label Se Gah Tal Pete Slab det <b le 


Sef 7H~68e% Ge atl ali SBlet spare RO 


vy oraer 


L203 
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a) a a, eo ae 
je i ee ee, of ee 


Fe Mae} Sue? Fen, eA 


JOHN B. “1 
Lt. le, Air Corve 
| 


\pere tions Officer 
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the results were rell worth - 


if factor in 
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- plenes or the circuit mies* 
tack on e@ reflway yard and locomotive sho; 
‘ted; thelr crews caw 


were ta RRR 
nd the bombing was pronounced guod. 
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BUXXESGEZ VU 


nande Makkux Martin, 52 Mii 
rtin, 1* Bond St., Auscusta 


stelle 
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MINE C > PARTICIPAT 


TACTICAL 


MULE RLAG AONE ORRBRERSERARESOIPATEDERAODAH BADR ARE SE BAS EHS UAGEA 
7,194 i SNEWS PA iu TE | ATL - & Ol 
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DOCUMENT TO ROLL INDEX 


Classificatior 
Number 


rai GP-99-SU-PH | 194: |_| | 99th Bomb GP. 


| GP-99-SU-F4 | Feb, | | 99th Bomb GP. 


GP-100-HT yy ae 100th Bomb GP. 
RSEI2h ~ 
Jun/43- 
Apr /45 
Nov/43 
Dec /43 


Jan/44 


| Mar /44 
ke Apr /44 
| Maz /44 


_| Jun /44_ 
ROOF cp-100-nt | gut /as | | | 100° th Bomb GP. 


AQASS| tndex_ | | | | fadex 


3825 maa! Koay: 


